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for India. 

Ditto 

Viceroy ... .. 

Mr. Townley ... 

Marquess OF 
Lansdowne. 

Viceroy ... ... 

Seoretary of State 
for India. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto . 

Despatch, with an 
enclosure. 

Telegram 

Ditto 

D ~ t t o  

96 

96 

07 

98 

99 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Dtrspatoh, with en  
enclosure. 

Telegram 

Letter, with 7 en- 
closures. 



100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

106 

106 

107 

108 

109 

110 

111 

112 

113 

114 

116 

116 

117 

118 

119 

190 

201 

2 u  

209 

209 

203 

203 

, 

204 

205 

; 205 

206 

207 

208 

209 

210 

410 

211 

211 

212 

213 

313 

213 

Sohjeot. 1 TO I F  j 0 

- 
h u m e n .  1 
Telegram 

.ate . 

1003. 
Nepotiotions : Enquiry whether in- 

structions have been sent to 
Chineae Remident. 

Negotiations : Reply to No. 100. 
No reply yet received from 
Chinese Government. 

Yegotiations : Delai Lama hae been 
urged to appoint Tibetan repre- 
erntatives. 

Ncgotintions : Text of reply from 
the Chinese Governmcnt referred 
to i n  KO. 102. 

Miseion: Arrival of Mr. White a t  
Khamba Jong. 

Negotiati. ns : Tibetan officials 
ordered to proceed to Khnmba 
Jong. Chineee Rmident requesta 
t ha t  mission may not croes 
frontier. 

Negotiations : d p p o i ~ t m e n t  of 
Tibetan officials. Note from 
Chinaae Government. 

Mission : Chines(, Qovernment press 
for withdrawal of escort. 

Mie~ion : Rdfussl of Tihetans to 
negotiate u n l e ~ s  escort is with- 
drawn. 

Mission : Request by Chinese ' 
Government for withdrawal of 
escort. Notes from Chinese i 
Government. 

! 
Mieqion. Reply to r q u e ~ t  of 

Chinese Government for with- 
drawal of crscort. (See No, Ion.) 

\ 

Mimion : Tes t  of Note to Chinese 
Government in reply to request 
for withdrawal of escort. (Sep j 
No. 110.) 

Miesion : Refurel of Tibetans t o '  
negotiate, their hostile prepnra- : 
tions, and imprisonment of I 

Sikkimese British subjects. Offer 
of yaklr from Nepal Drrbar. 
Advance to Gyangtae proposed. 

Mission (Reply td No. 112): Chinese 
Government will be warned of 
con?eqnences of Tibetan action. 
Question of advance. 

Representations to be made to 
Chinese Government regarding 
atti tude of Tibetnu8 and im- 
prifonment of Sikkimese British 
a u l ~  jecte. 

Reply to No. 114 : Representations 
mode to Chinese ipovernment. 

Text of Note to Chinese Govern- 
ment referred t o  in No. 11;. 
Conversntion with Prince Ching . 
as to delay on part of new 
Chinese Reeident. 

Chineee Resident still a t  Chengtu 

Note from Chinese Government 
stating that  'libetan authorities 
have been ordered to release the  
two Sikkimese British subject8 
and to proceed with negotiations. 

Chinese Resident will take three 
months to  reach Indian frontier. 

Advnnce to Cyanglee : H.M.'s Qo- 
vernment prclmred to  nuthorise. 
Asks for details. 

Mr. Townley .. 

Marque83 of 
Lansdowne. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Secretary ofs ta te  
for India. 

Marquess of 
Lansdownc. 

Ditto 

Ditio 

Ditto 

Marquess of 
Lansdowne. 

Sir E. Satow ... 

Marquess of 
Lanfdowne. 

Secretaryofstate 
for Ind ia  

Viceroy ... ... 

Sir E. Satow ... 

Marquess of 
Lansdowne. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Viceroy ... ... 

nlarquess of 
1,ansdowne. 

Mr. Townley ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Vicero y... ... 

>Ir. Townley ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Sir E. Satow ... 

Sir E. Satow ... 

Marquess of 
Lanadowce. 

Sir E. Satow ... 

Viceroy,.. ... 

Secretary of State 
for Ind~a .  

Marquees of 
Lanndowne. 

Sir E. Satow ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

S e c r e h r ~  of State 
for India. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Despatch, with an 
enclosure. 

Telegram 

Ditto 

Despatch, with au 
enclosure. 

Telegram 

Ditto 

Despatch, with 2 
enclosures. 

Telegram 

Deapatah, with 2 
enclosn~es. 

Telegram 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Despatch, with an 
enclosure. 

Telegram 

Despatch, with an 
enclosore. 

Telegram 

Ditto 

jUly 10 

july 11 

July  14 

July  16 

July 16 

July 20 

Ju ly  23 

Aug. 16 

Aug. 24 

Aug. 24 

Aug. 27 

Aug. 29 

Sept. 16 

Sept. 20 

Sept. 22 

Sept. 25 

Sept. 25 

Rept. 28 

Sept. 30 

Oot. 1 

Oct. 1 



lT0. Of 

ppper. 

111 

la2 

123 

la4 

183 

186 

127 

128 

130 

131 

131 

133 

k34 

135 

136 

Document. 

Telegram 

Ditto 

Ditw 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Deapatch 

Letter, with 81 en- 
closures. 

Letter 

Letter, with an en- 
clomire. 

Telegram 

Despatch 

Letter 

Telegram 

Deepatch 

I Telegram 

138 1 Ditto 

I 
IS!) I Dit to 

1 
I 

.I 

214 

214 

214 

216 

216 

216 

218 

218 

219 

292 

292 

294 

294 

296 

296 

2% 

Date I 
1903. 

Oct. 3 

Oct. 19 

Oct. 26 

Oot. 27 

Ocb. 29 

Nov. 4 

Nov. 4 

Nor. 4 

h'ov. 6 

Nov. 1 

Nov. 4 

Nov. 6 

Nov. 7 

Nov. 8 

Nov. 10 

Nov. 13 

140 

141 

142 

14:; 

297 

297 

207 

298 

298 

299 

299 

Yov. 1 4  

Nov. 16 

Sov. 16 

Yov. 17 

Nov. I ' i  

Sov. I 9  

Nor. 19 

k t t e r  

Desprtch 

Telegram 

Note 

.- 

Subject. 

Advance to  Qyangtae : H.M.'s Qo- 
vernment prepared to authorize. 

Frontier Mission : Major Chao re- 
places Commissoner Ho. 

Reasons for immediate advance to 
Gyangtee through Chumbi Val- 
ley. Proposals for advance of 
mission. 

Negotiations : Letter from Chinese 
Resident suggestin8 negotiations 
with Colonel Chao. 

Reply to No. 123. Asks for esti- 
mate of expenditure involved, 
and statement of troops neces- 
sary to maintain communications. 

Advance to Gyangtse : Proposals 
for, with estimate of expendi- 
ture. and statement of force to 
be employed. 

Tibetan at,tack on Nepi~le~e yaks ... 

Enquiry by the Chinese Minister 
regarding intentions of the Qo- 
vernment of India. 

Review 'of situation, KO jjrogrees 
in negotiations owing to attitude 
of Chinese and Tibetan Govern- 
ments. Proposal for advance of 
mission GO Gyangtse. 

Tibetan attack on Nepalese yaks ... 

Stoppage of Trade by Tibetan 
authorities. 

Advance of the Mission to  Gyangtse 
sanctioned by H. M.'s Govern- 
ment. 

Russian Ambassador informed of 
contemplated advance of Mission. 

Negotiations will be transrerred 
from Khambn Jong to a more 
suitable place. 

Arlvancc of the Mission to Qyangtse 
has heen sanctioned.. 

Contemplated advance of mission : 
Converqation with Russian 
Chorgi: d'AtFaires. 

From I To 1 
I 

Reply from Chineur Repident to 
request for rrlense of Sikkimt,se 
British subjects. 

Advance of Mipsion : Enqnirp by 
I'rince Ching. 

Advnnce oE Mi3sion : H.M.'sGovern- 
mant asked by Chinese IIJinister 
to countermand. Reply to 
Chinese Minister. 

Stoppagc of Tradc by Tibctnn 
anthcritier. 

Ailvnnce of Mi~sion : Conversntion 
with the Russian Amba.ieador. 

Chinew Govern~ncnt Rre instrnct- 
ing Rwidrnt nt Lhasn to meet 
Coloncl Younghu~bnnd. 

Negotintiona : Chinave Cfovernmrnt 
hnve ordererl rewmption. NG 
report received of Sikkimcse 
British subjects having been put 
to death. 

Marques  of 
Lansdowne. 

Sir E. Batow ... 

Viceroy ... ... 

Ditto 

('rrlnnel F. E. 
Younghusband. 

Sir E. Satow ... 

>Inrq~i+,se of 
Lnnpclowne. 

Deputy Commij 
sioner, Dar- 
jeeling. 

Mnrques~ of 
Ijan*downe. 

Sin. E. Ratow ... 

Chinese Minieter 

Sir E. Satow ... 

Marqliess of 
, Lansdowne. 

Secretary of State 
for India. 

Ditto 

Goverliment of 
India. 

Mnrqueuq of 
Lanndowne. 

Sir E. Satow .. 

Government of 
B e n g ~ l .  

Mr. Spring-Rice 

Warquesu of 
Lnnsdowne. 

Ditto 

Secretary of S ~ a t e  Viceroy ... ... 
for  India. 1 ' 

1 

Viceroy ... ... 

Ditto 

1IIarque8s of 
Lansclowne. 

Government of 
India. 

Assistant Revi- 
dent in  h'epal. 

Deput,y Commis- 
sioner, Dar- 
jeeling. 

Secretary of State 
for India. 

nlnrqness of 
Lansdo\vne. 

Viceroy ... ... 

Ditto 

i\lnrr4uesu of 
Lnnsdomne. 

Secretary of State 
for India. 

Ditto 

Sir E. Satow ... 

Secretary of State 
for India. 

Government of 
India. 

Governlnent of 
Bengal. 

Viceroy ... ... 

Mr. Spring-Rice 

Chi nese Resident 

Sir E. Ratow ... 

Mr. Rpring.Rice 



Letter 

Note 

Ditto 

xO*Of 
Paper. 

1903. 
Nov. 23 Government of 

Bengol. 

I 

Document. I Date. From 1 To 

Stoppage of Trade by Tibetan 
authorities. 

Subject. 

Iieputy Commis- 
€loner. Dar- 

Chinese Minieter Advance of Mission : Reply to 
No. 143. H.M.'s Government can- 
not grant delay. Request for 
release of Sikkimese British 
subjects. 

Nov. 23 Marquess of 
Lansdowne. 

Marquess of 
Lansdowne. 

Negotiationn : Instructions given 
to Resident a t  Lhasa to proceed 
with negotiations pending arrival 
of bin successor. 

Nov. 23 1 Chinese Minister 

Telegram Nov. 24 

Nov. 28 

Nov. 30 

Nov. 30 

Viceroy ... ... Secretary of State 
for Indin. 

Tibetan requeat for withdrewal of 
British troops from posts in 
Sikkim. 

Advnnw of Mission : Reply to  
No. 146. H.M.'e Government 
cannot desist from measures 
already sanctioned. 

Letter from Chinese Resident re- 
garding attitude of Tibetans. 

Conversation with Captain Parr a8 
to attitude of Tibetans. 

Note Marquees of Chineee Minister 
Lansdowne. 

Colonel F. E. 
,Younzhuaband. 

Governmelit of 
India. 

Letter, with an en- 
cloeure. 

Ditto Ditto I Ditto 

Telegram 1 Dm. I Sir E. Satow ... Marquess of 
Lansdowne. 

Viceroy ... ... 

Chinese Resident left Tacbien-lu 
on the 27th Nov., for Lhasa. 

Ditto Dec. 3 Secretary of State 
for India. 

Chinese Minister informed that  
H.M.'s Oovernmeut are unable 
to desist from the measures 
already sanctioned. 

Secretary of State 
for India. 

Viceroy ... ... Ditto Tibetan General a t  Yatung sug- 
gests mutual pledge of abstention 
from hostilities. 

I Dec. 6 

Ditto Ditto Ditto I Negotiations : Chinese Resident is 
sending reply to Viceroy's letter 
of 8 Nor. Tibetans have not yet 
appointed Councillor. 

Letter Government of 
India. 

Qovernment of 
Bengal and 
ColonelYoung- 
husband. 

Penonnel of the British Commis- 
sion. 

Letter, with an en- 
closure. 

Colonel F. E. 
Younghusband. 

Government of 
India. I Letter from Prefect Ho stating 

that Colonel Li F u  Liu hae been 
selected by Chinese Reeident to  
take part in negotiations. 

Secretary of~State 
for India. 

Telegram 

Ditto 

Deo. 13 

Dec. 13 

Viceroy ... ... 

Ditto 

Mission. Colonel Younghusband 
reports progrens of, 

Ditto I Mission. Colonel Younghusband 
reports that Tibetans are relying 
on Russian eupport. 

Ditto Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Mission. Arrival a t  Rinchingong 

Mission. Colonel Younghusband 
reporta progress and prospeota of 
resistance. 

Marquess of 1 
Lnnsdowne. 

Kote 1 Dec. 22 Chinese Minister Report received from Chine- 
Resident tbat liberat.ion of Sik- 
kimese British subjects hss been 
ordered by Tibetan Government, 
and that Tibetan Commissioner 
has been appointed. 

Secretary of State 
for India. 

Viceroy ... ... Mission : Colonel Younghusband's 
interview with thePhari Jongpen. 
Supplies brought in by inhabi- 
tonta. 

Ditto Dec. ?I Ditto Ditto Miesion : Arrival of General Mao- 
donald a t  Phari without oppo- 
sition. Supplies brought in a t  
Chumbi. 

Ditto Ditto Dec. 25 Ditto Mission : Arrival a t  Phari. Occu- 
pation of fort. People friendly 



::;,": 

165 

166 

167 

168 

169 

170 

171 

172 

173 

174 

176 

176 

177 

178 

Document. / Dak.  1 From I l Subject. 

Telegram 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

1903 
Dec. 31 

1904 
Jan. 2 

Jan. 3 

Jan. 4 

Jan. 11 

Jan. 12 

Jan. 14 

Jan. 16 

Jan. 17 

Jan. 20 

Jan. 25 

Jan. 27 

Jan. 28 

Jau. 30 

Viceroy 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Secretaryof State 
for India. 

Secretary of State 
for India. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

nitto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Arrangements for advance of Mia- 
sion to ICalatso. 

Conversation with Colonel Chao as 
to attitude of Tibetans. 

Arrungements for advance of Mis- 
sion to Thuna. 

Ditto ... ... ... ... ... 
The Mission a t  Phari ... ... 

1 Arrival of Mission a t  Thuns ... 
Constitution of escort a t  Thuna ... 
Rlission a t  Thuna. Request of 

Tibetans for interview with 
British Commissiol~er. 

Interview of Captain O'Connor 
with Tibetan officials at Thuna. 

Interview of Colonel Young- 
hueband with Tibetan officials a t  
Thuna. 

Interv~ew of Colonel Younghus- 
band with Tibetan General from 
Lhasa. 

Attitude of Tibetans ... ... 

909 

YO3 

309 

310 

310 

310 

311 

311 

312 

312 

313 

313 

Ditto 
I 

Arrival a t  Guru of reinforcements 1 for Tibetans. 

Viceroy Refers to No. 153. No hostilo 
action to be taken unless Mission 
attackcd. 

313 

314 



EAST INDIA (TIBET). 

PAPERS RELATING TO TIBET. 

No. 1. 

Letter from the Government of India in  tJ~e Foreign Department to the 
Right Ilonourable Viscozcnt Cross, G.C.B., Her dlajesty's Secretary 
of State for India, dated Simla, the 21st October, 1889. (Received 
the 11th Novembe~., 1889.) 

(Extract.) 

We have the honour to  forward, for the information of Her  Majesty's 
Government, papers relating to further proposals submitted by Mr. 
James H a r t  for the settlement of the Sikkim-Tibet dispute. I n  a 
letter to the Political Officer a t  Darjiling, dated 23rd September, 
Mr. Har t  wrote that  he had informed the Imperial Chinese Government of 
the decision of the Government of India  that  it had determined to fall 
back upon the proposal made by His  Excellency the Chinese Resident in 
January last and to close the Sikliim incident, so f a r  as China is concerned, 
without insisting upon a specific agreement. H e  had been instructed to 
say in reply that  the Sikkim affair ought not to end thus, and that  a specific 
agreement is essential for future good understanding on all sides. He 
therefore proposed on behalf of China- 

lst ,  that  the boundary between Sikkim and Tibet should be the crest 
of the range of mountains separating waters, the Tibetans 
being allowed pasturage; 

2nd, that  England shall have sole protectorate over Sikkim; 

3rd, that  neither army shall cross the Sikkim-Tibet frontier; and 
4th, that  trade shall hereafter be arranged for separately. 

And he asked the Government of India to depute officials to  meet the 
Chinese Resident a t  gnat on^^ and arrange a treaty on this basis. 
These proposals were forwsrged to us l ~ y  the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal who was of opinion that they might be accepted. That  fresh 
proposals should have been made in spite of the withdrawal of the bulk 
of our troops is no douht satisfactory, as showing that  the Chinese are 
really anxions to come to terms, and their anxiety for a specific agreement 
may probably be taken as the measure of the strength of our position without 
one. But after  careful consideration, we regret to say that  we are unable to 
regard the new proposals as any great advance on those already made or as 
eon ta in in~  any material concession to our view. Of the first proposal 
~t IS on y necessary to  observe that  the frontier suggested is the 
same as that  upon which we have hitherto insisted, and across which 
we have driven the Tibetan int,roden. We are perfectly able to 
maintain our right to this frontier, and i t  is not apparent how any 

l(i44G 
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agreement with China would strengthen our hold upon it. Wi th  regard 
to  the reservation of pasturage, it is no doubt the case tha t  where two 
countries are separated by a watershed, pasturage rights are  frequently 
exercised on both sides of the border by the residents immediately adjoining 
it. W e  may find i t  advisable to allow the Tibetans a certain amount of lati- 
tude in this respect, but this would be widely different from admitting 
that  they have a treaty right to pasture their flocks upon the Sikkim side 
of the border. T o  this extent i t  appeared to us tha t  the acceptance of 
Mr. Hart's proposals would alter our position for the worse. With 
regard to  the  second proposal made by Mr. Har t ,  we may observe 
tha t  the expression " sole protectorate" appears to have been used on 
one occasion in the course of the negotiations last winter a t  Gnatong. We 
have, nevertheless, preferred the words "undivided supremacy," which 
probably express our meaning more accurately, and in any case the par- 
ticular term used would have to be carefully considered with reference to 
i ts  Chinese equivalent. What, however, is most remarkable in connection 
with this proposal is the complete omission of all reference to  the letters 
and presents which formerly passed between the R a j a  of Sikkim and the 
Chinese and Tibetan authorities. The recent attempt to re-open negotia- 
tions broke down in consequence of the Chinese insistance upon the reten- 
tion of this right, and i t  seems extremely doubtful whether we should now 
be justified in passing over the matter, sub silentio. I f  i t  be admitted 
that  there is any ambiguity in the import of the words " sole protectorate," 
it is clear that  China will contend that  they did not exclude the idea of 
continuing these acts of homage. This point is one which ought certainly 
not to  be left open to doubt. The course of the recent discussions has 
shown how much importance is due to  these apparent formalities, and, 
after  all that  has taken place, we were of opinion that  i t  would be most 
undesirable that  we should consent to  a new arrangement which merely 
shirked the difficulty. The third proposal submitted by Mr. H a r t  :-" That  
neither army shall cross the Sikkim-Tibet frontier "-appears to be either a 
superfluous or a mischievous stipulation. It is superfluous if i t  means that, 
while we are a t  peace, we should not send our troops across the frontier. It 
would be mischievous if the agreement should be so framed as to give the 
Chinese a right to  object to our sending an  expedition across tlie border 
to punish the Tibetans in the event of its becoming necessary for us to 
do this. With regard to the fourth proposal we need only remark that  we 
have throughout been ready to provide for a separate arrangement such as 
that  proposed, and that  there will be no objection on our par t  to enter into 
a trade convention irres~ectively of the political issues in dispute. 

Enclosure in No. 1. 

Letter from James H .  Hart,  Esq., to A .  W. Paul, Esq., C.I .E . ,  Political 
Oficer, Darjiling, dated DarjiLing, the 23rd Septembe~, 1880. 

On the 18th August I had the honour to receive your despatch of the 
previous day's date in which you conveyed to me the reply of the Govern- 
ment of India to the proposal I made in my despatch of the 2nd August 
as a basis for re-opening the negotiations regarding Sikkim. 

Amongst other things, this reply stated that, " t h e  Government of 
India has determined to fall back upon the proposal made by His  Excel- 
lency the Chinese Resident in January last and to close the Sikkim incident, 
so far  as China is conoerned, without insisting upon a specific agreement." 

2. Having communicated with the Imperial Chinese Government in 
this connection, I have been instructed to  state, in answer to the reply of 
the Government of India to my proposal of the 2nd August, as conveyed 
to me in your above-mentioned despatch of the 17th August, tha.t the 



Sikkim affair ought not to end thus, and that a specific agreement h 
essential for future good understanding on all sides. China accepts- 

lst, that the boundary between Sikkim and Tibet shall be the crest 
of the range of mountains separating waters, Tibetans being 
allowed pasturage; 

2nd, that England shall have sole protectorate over Sikkim; 

3rd, that neither army shall cross the Sikkim-Tibet frontier; and 
4th, that trade shall hereafter be arranged for separately. 

China therefore requests India to depute officials to meet His Excellency 
Sheng, the Imperial Chinese Resident in Tibet, a t  Gnatong, and arrange a 
treaty on this. basis. 

3. I have accordingly to request that you will be good enough to 
forward a copy of this despatch to your Government, and I trust that this 
further effort to settle the Sikkim question in a definite and satisfactory 
manner may be successful, and that the Government of India will, with as 
little delay as possible, depute yourself to meet His Excellency Sheng a t  
Gnatong to arrange a treaty on the lines indicated in the four sections of 
paragraph 2 of this despatch. 

4. I may mention in conclusion that China will be quite able to 
enforce in Tibet the terms of the Treaty. 

No. 2. 
From the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India, dated 

27th Decen~ber, 1889. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Sikkim. Hart  has agreed, on beha.lf of Chinese Government, to re- 
open negotiations. 

No. 3. 
From the Secretary of State for India to the Viceroy, dated 

12th March, 1890. 
(Telegraphic.) 

Her Majesty's Government have approved the draft  Convention which 
may he signed in anticipation of the receipt of the necessary full powers. 
These are being prepared dated to-day. 

No. 4. 
From the Viceroy to tlhe Secretary of State for India, dated 

17th March, 1890. 
(Telegraphic.) 

Sikkim. Your telegram of the 12th. Signature of the Convention 
took place to-day. A despatch on the subject will follow by next week'. 
mail. 



No. 5. 
Letter from the Government of India in  the Foreign Department to the 

Right Honourable Viscount Cross, G.C.B., Her Majesty's Secretary of 
State for India, dated Fort  William, the 25th March, 1890. 
(Received the 14th April, 1890.) 

(Extract.) 

Your Lordship's te1egra.m of the 12th instant conveyed the approval 
of Her  Majesty's Government to the terms of the Convention between Great 
Britain and China relating to Sikkim and Tibet, and we informed Your 
Lordship by telegram on the 17th instant that  the instrument had tha t  day 
been signed a t  Calcutta. It was executed in quadruplicate, and duplicate 
copies are now forwarded for ratification by Her  Majesty's Government. 
The Convention affords, in our opinion, a satisfactory settlement of 
the points a t  issue. The most important of these have been disposed 
of in  accordance with the principles upon which we have insisted through- 
out the lengthened negotiations which have taken place, and we trust that 
our proceedings will meet with the approval of Her  Majesty's Govern- 
men t. 

Enclosure in No. 5. 

Convention between Great Britain and China relating to Sikkim 
and Tibet. 

Whereas Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Empress of India, and His  Majesty the Emperor of 
China, are sincerely desirous to maintain and perpetuate the relations of 
friendship and good understanding which now exist between their respec- 
tive Empires; and whereas recent occurrences have tended towards a 
disturbance of the said relations, and i t  is desirable to clearly define and 
permanently settle certain matters connected with the boundary between 
Sikkim and Tibet, IIer Britannic Majesty and His  Majesty the Emperor 
of China have resolved to conclude a Convention on this subject and have, 
for this purpose, named Plenipotentiaries, that  is to say; 

Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, His Excellencx 
the Most Honourable Henry Charles Keith Petty Fitzmaurice, G.M.S.I., 
G.C.M.G., G.M.I.E., Marquess of Lansdowne, Viceroy and Governor- 
General of India, 

And His  Majesty the Emperor of China, His Excellency S h h g  Tai, 
Imperial Associate Resident in Tibet, Military Deputy Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

Who having rnet and communicated to each other their full powers, 
and finding these to be in proper form, have agreed upon the following 
Convention in eight Articles :.-- 

ARTICLE 1.-The boundary of Sikkim and Tibet shall be the crest of 
the mountain range separating the waters flowing into the 
Sikkim Teesta and its affluents from the waters flowing into 
the Tibetan Mochu and northwards into other rivers of Tibet. 
The line commences a t  Mount Gipmochi on the Bhutan 
frontier and follows the ahove-mentioned waterparting to 
the point where i t  meets Nipal territory. 

11.-It is admitted that the British Government, whose pl.otectorate 
over the Sikltim State is hereby recognised, has direct and 
exclusive control ovcl- t l ~ c  intc~,nal administration and foreign 
relations of that State, and except through and with the 



permission of the British Government, neither the Ruler of 
the State nor any of its officers shall have official relations of 
any kind, formal or informal, with any other country. 

111.-The Government of Great Britain and Ireland and the Govern- 
ment of China engage reciprocally to respect the boundary 
as defined in Article I., and to prevent acts of aggression from 
their respective sides of the frontier. 

1V.-The question of providing increased facilities for trade across 
the Sikkim-Tibet frontier will hereafter be discussed with a 
view to a mutually satisfactory arrangement by the High 
Contracting Powers. - 

V.-The question of pasturage on the Sikkim side of the frontier 
is reserved for further examination and future adjustment. 

V1.-The High Contracting Powers reserve for discussion and 
arrangement the method in which official communications 
between the British authorities in India and the authorities 
in Tibet shall be conducted. 

VI1.-Two Joint-Commissioners shall, within six months from the 
ratification of this Convention, be appointed, one by the 
British Government in India, the other by the Chinese Resi- 
dent in Tibet. The said Commissioners shall meet and discuss 
the questions which by the last three preceding Articles have 
been reserved. 

VII1.-The present Convention shall be ratified, and the ratifica- 
tions shall be exchanged in London as soon as possible after 
the date of the signature thereof. 

In  witness whereof the respeciiive negotiators have signed the same 
and affixed thereunto the seals of their arms. 

Done in quadruplicate a t  Calcutta this seventeenth day of March in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety, corresponding 
with the Chinese date the twenty-seventh day of the second moon of the 
sixteenth year of Icuang Hsii. 

[SEAL] (Sd) LANSDO WNE. 
[Ch' inese 
seal and 

signature.] 

No. 6. 
Despatch from the Secretary of State for India to the Government of 

India, dated 9th May, 1890. 

(Extract.) 

Your Excellency's Letter, dated 25th March, 1890, and the duplicate 
copies of that insti*l~mcnt which you have forwarded have been duly 
received. I have now to convey to Your Excellency's Government an 
expression of the gratification of Her Majesty's Government a t  the 
successful conclusion of an agreement with China, which affords a satis- 
factory settlement of the various questions that have been under discussion 
in respect to Sikkim, and whiclr will contribute to maintain the friendly 
relations now existing between Great Britain and China. 



No. 7. 
From the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India,  dated 

31st December, 1890. 
(Telegraphic.) 

Sikkim-Tibet Convention. W e  have selected Mr. A. W. Paul,  C.I.E., 
f-r appointment of British Commissioner under Article VI I .  

No. 8. 

Letter from the Government of India, in  the Foreign Department, to the 
Right Honourable the Ear l  of Kimberley, K.G., Her Majesty's Secre- 
tary of State for India, dated Simla, the 2nd November, 1892, 
(Received the 12th December, 1892.) 

(Extract.) 

The Chief Commissioner has not hitherto found the Chinese 
very ready to help in frontier questions, or to comply with 
reasonable requests; and we would remind Your Lordship that  
it is not only in Burma that  difficulties have been thrown in our way. 
During the prolonged negotiations in respect to  the Tibet-Sikkim trade 
regulations, the Government of India  have conceded several points t o  which 
the Tsungli YamCn attached great importance; but, in spite of this, we 
have been placed in a false position towards the tea-planters, and the 
trading community generally, by the obstinacy with which the Chinese have 
adhered to their desire to exclude Indian tea from Tibet. This matter i s  
still awaiting a decision, and a t  present we see no hope of a favourable 
issue. 

No. 9. 

Letter from the Government of India, in the Foreign Department, to the 
Right Honourable the Ear l  of Kimberley, K.G., Her Majesty's Secre- 
tary of State for India, dated Simla, the 4th July, 1893. 
(Receined the 25th July, 1893.) 

(Extract.) 

With our despatch, dated the 25th March, 1890, we had the honour to 
forward copies of the Sikkim-Tihet Convention which was signed on the 
17th of that  month, and His Excellency the Viceroy's telegram of the 
31st December, 1890, informed Lord Cross that  Mr. A. W. Paul, C.I.E., 
C.S., had been selected for the appointment of British Commissioner under 
Article VI I .  of the Convention. I n  our despatch, dated the 2nd November, 
1892, we reported that, although we had made numerous and important 
concessions to China in the course of the ensuin negotiations, matters had 
come to a deal-lock owing to the persistence o f the Chinese in the deter- 
mination to entirely exclude Indian tea from Tihet. A compromise has, 
however, a t  length been effected, and as the reserved articles of the s o n -  
vention appear now to be within measurable distance of settlement, i t  will 
be convenient to place before Your Lordship a sketch of what 
has passed since the negotiations were opened nearly two and half years 



ago. As a first step representatives on behalf of China were appointed 
under the terms of the Convention by the orders of His  Excellency the 
Amban Sheng Tai, Chief Resident in Tibet, who had signed the Convention 
in Calcutta; but the leading parts  in the negotiations were taken on the 
Chinese side by Shtng Tai himself and by Mr. J. H. Har t ,  Secretary to  
the Amban. On the 16th January,  1891, MY. H a r t  communicated to 
Mr. Paul an outline settlement of the reserved articles which he su~ges ted  
should be filled in in accordance with the views of the Government o f Ind ia .  
This outline was worded as follows :- 

Fi r s t :  Pasturage.-Such privileges as Tibet enjoys on the Sikkim 
side of the frontier will be enjoyed by Sikkim on the Tibet 
side. 

Second : Communication.-Communication shall be between the 
Chinese Resident in Tibet and India, and shall be transmitted 
through the medium of the'officer in charge of trade in the  
Chumbi valley. 

Third : Trade.-Place of trade or trade-mart yet to be designated 
shall be opened under regulations and with tariff yet to be 
arranged. 

Under instruction from the Government of India, Mr. Palll, on the 
23rd February, 1891, informed Mr. H a r t  that  the Government of India  
accepted this outline, and that, although nothing short of free trade and 
free travel for all British subjects throughout Tibet would be con.;idered 
a satisfactory solution of these questions, the Governor-General in Council, 
who was desirous not to unduly press or embarrass the Chinese Government, 
was prepared to  agree to an  arrangement on the lines of the following 
articles, namely :- 

1.-Goods entering Tibet from British India across the Sikkim- 
Tibet frontier or vice versa, whatever their origin. shall pay 
no import or export duty with the exception of the following 
articles, namely :- 

All arms, ammnnition, military stores, salt, liql~oi-s and 
intoxicating or narcotic drugs. 

Either Government may absolutely prohihit the export 
from or import into its own territories across the Sikkirn- 
Tibet frontier of all or any of the above-mentioned articles, 
or niay permit such export or import on such conditions as t c  
duty or otherwise as that  Government may think fit. 

11.-The town of Phnri and its environs shall 11e a frce mart for the 
purposes of trade, and open to all British sul~jecti  of cvery 
description. 

111.-Britisli subjects, whether merchants or others, desirous of 
travelling in the valleys of the river Mochu and i t s  affluents, 
or in that  part  of Tibet lying south of the crest of the 
mountain range running from Chumu-lhari to the north-east 
corner of Sikkim, inclr~ding the pass known as the Tang La,  
shall he permitted to do so without a passport or other permit. 
But no British slthjects shall be permitted to travel north of 
the above-mentioned range without a passport issl~ed hy 
competent British authority, and countersigned by the 
Chinese frontier officer a t  Phari .  

IV.--The British alltliorities shall undertake to issue passports to 
those J'ersons only 14~110 by their nationality and respectability 
are entitled to the same. 

V.-British sllhjects trading or travelling in Tibet sliall he a t  ]iherty 
to sell their goods to whomsoever they plense to j)llrchase 
native commodities in kind or in money, to hire transport of 
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any kind, and in  general to conduct their business trans- 
actions in conformlty with local usage. And such Briti.sh 
subjects shall receive efficient protection for their persons 
and property. 

V1.-The Government of India  shall be a t  liberty t o  appoint an  
Agent, with assistants, if necessary, to reside a t  Phar i  or 
elsewhere in Tibet south of the range referred to  in  Article 
111. above, and the Chinese authoriti'es shall afford the  said 
Agent and his assistants, if any, facilities for their move- 
rnents and communications. 

VI1.-In localities where the Government of India  shall be a t  liberty 
to appoint an  Agent, British subjects shall be entitled to  
acquire land by purchase or otherwise, and to  erect thereon 
dwelling-houses, shops, store-houses and other edifices. 

VII1.-A11 matters arising between British and Chinese subjects 
on Tibetan territory shall be enquired into, and settled in 
personal conference by the Political Officer for Sikkim (or 
Agent, if appointed under Article VI .  above,) and the Chinese 
frontier officer. 

1X.-The Chinese Government shall undertake to station a t  Phar i  
or in i ts  vicinity a Chinese Imperial Officer, who shall be 
styled the Chinese frontier officer. 

X.-All communications between the authorities in India  and the 
Chinese Imperial Resident in  Tibet shall be transmitted 
through the medium of the Political Oficer for Sikkim (or 
Agent, if appointed under Article VI .  above,) and the Chinese 
frontier oficer, who shall be bound to  forward the same with 
the utmost despatch. 

XI.-All communications between these officers shall be treated with 
due and proper courtesy, and their messengers shall receive 
every assistance in passing to and fro. 

It was a t  the same time suggested that  two general articles to the 
following effect should be added to the agreement :- 

" Should the Political Officer for Sikkim (or Agent, if appointed 
under Article VI .  above,) and the Chinese frontier officer be 
unable to come to an  agreement on any matter in dispute, 
they shall refer such matter to their respective Governments 
for disposal." 

" After  the lapse of 10 years from the date on which these Regula- 
tions shall come into force, and on 12 months' notice given 
by either party, these Regulations shall be subject to revision 
by Commissioners appointed on both sides for this purpose, 
who shall be empowered to decide on and adopt such amend- 
ments and extension as experience shall prove to be desirable." 

As regards pasturage, Mr. Paul had previously informed Mr. H a r t  
tha t  he had found i t  impossible to obtain from the Tibetans themselves any 
definite statement of the privileges in respect of grazing which they had 
hitherto enjoyed in Sikkim or which they desired should be continued to 
them in future. Mr. H a r t  was therefore invited to obtain His  Excellency 
Sheng's proposals for the settlement of Article V. of the Convention. 
On the 25th May, 1891, after  a reference through the Chinese Com- 
missioner to His Excellency ShCng, Mr. H a r t  transmitted a reply embody- 
ing His Excellency's views. The Amhan laid great stress on the difficulties 
arising from the ignorance and stupidity of the Thetans, but the most 
i q o r t a n t  points in his communication were- 

:i) that His  Excellency had already proposed to his Government the 
opening of a mart a t  Yatung for foreign trade, and that  he 



therefore did not consider the proposal to select P h a r i  as 
open to discussion ; 

(ii) that  i t  was impossible to arrange for free travel by British 
subjects beyond Yatung; 

(iii) that, as Yatung had been designated as the trade-mart, the 
Tibetan authorities had already erected buildings there which 
could be hired by British subjects, and that  rest-houses on the 
road had also been built. His  Excellency declared that  
British subjects could not be permitted to  purchase or rent 
land or to erect buildin s of any description a t  the trade-mart 
or a t  places in Tibet a f ong the route to it.  

regards " pasturage " Shtng Tai  said :-- 
N~ marked separation existed formerly between Tibet and Sikkinl, 

and Tibetans in Sikkim pastured their cattle byhere they 
pleased. Sikkim has  no\^ been placed by ttratj- under the 
protectorate of England, and her affairs are regulated 
England. Tibetans pasturing their cattle in Sikkinl should 
be given a limit of time by the British Government in which 
to return to Tibet, and the British Government is a t  liberty 
to collect pasturage fees or other taxes from such as remain 
in Sikkim." 

I n  reply, Mr. Paul, on the 6th July, 1891, pointed out that  Yatung was 
from its position unsuited for an  important trade-mart, and again pressed 
for the selectioll of Phari, remarking that  our moderation in asking for 
Phari only, instead of Giantze, a f a r  more suitable site b l ~ t  one wlthin 
Tibet Proper, ought to be to the more sensible Tibetans a convincing  roof 
of our good feelings towards them. A t  the same time Mr. Paul, in a report 
addressed to our horeign Secretary, observed that  the selection of Yatung 
would cut us off from the Mochu Valley and from ready comlnunication 
with Bhutan, and mould also prevent our using any of the more northern 
passes into Tibet. While on the other hand a mart a t  Phar i  would enable 
us to overcome all those obstacles to trade which had formerly been caused 
by the quarrels of the Phar i  officers with the Bhutanese. \\'it11 
reference to thc Amban's renlarks regayding pasturage, Mr.  Pau l  
requested Mr. H a r t  to ascertain whether His  Excellency wished i t  t o  
be understood that  he desired n limited time to be accorded for the Tibetans 
to graze in Silckim each year free of dues, or whether, after  a definite date 
of which due notice should be given, the grazing by Tibetans in Sikkim 
should be wholly subject to such regulation and restrictions as the British 
Government may from time to time enact for the general conduct of grazing 
in Silckim. On the 15th September, 1891, Mr. H a r t  forwarded a transla- 
tion of a further note by Shi.ng Tai dealing with Mr. Paul's despatch of the 
6th July. The Amban again enlarged upon the ignorance, obtuseness 
and obstinacy of the Tibetans, who had, he said, been only with 
great difficulty induced to agree to a mart a t  Yatung. His  Excellency 
stated that  he had deputed one of his officers to urge on the Tibetan Council 
an acceptallce of Mr. I'aul's proposal as to Phari ,  but that  the Council 
were determilled the mart shol~ld not be moved all inch beyond Yatung. 
As regards the 1,astllrage qnestion, the Amban wrote :-" From a petition 
I have received from the Tihetan graziers, they appear to desire that the 
Governnlellt of lntlla sllould fix a limit of time within which Tibetans 
grazing in Siklcirn should return to Tibet, but that  those do not wisll 
to  return a t  the exlliry of this period sllall be a t  liberty to remain. Inas- 
mllch as Sikkinl has l)aased llnder the protectorate of England, I do not 

to interfe1.e in this matter, but simply reply to your question in tile 
terms of the 13etition, and wollld snggest that  the qaestion be settled accord- 
ingly." A t  the sallle time His Excellency said that  the proposals contained 
in Mr. Palll's dOatc11 under reply would all be submitted for tile consi- 
deration of the Tsrlngli Y a m k .  The nest step lras the I , ~  Mr. Palll of 3 (1esl)afcll. dated the 2?nd Octollel.. 1891, f ro ln  
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H a r t  to  the effect that  the Amban's report had been duly received 
a t  Peking and had elicited the following telegraphic reply from 
the Yamen :-" Sheng's memorial received. Chinese Government con- 
siders friendly relations between Tibet and England of sterling im- 
portance; friendly intercourse can only commence by accepting Yatung; 
will be indefinitely deferred if not accepted; and will be jeopardised, if 
not made impossible, by the suspicion and irritation excited by pressing 
now for any other place. Intercourse on Tibet side of Yatung will disarm 
opposition, if properly conducted, and eventually develop into somethin 5 
better. Tsungli Yamen hopes India  will delay acceptance no longer. 
Upon this i t  was decided t o  meet the views of the Chinese Goverr~n~ant 
as f a r  as possible, and, on the 2nd January,  1892, Mr. Pau l  addressed to 
Mr.  H a r t  the communication a copy of which forms enclosure No. 1 to the 
present despatch. I n  acknowledging this letter from Mr. Paul,  Mr. H a r t  
informed him that  the Tibetans had raised sundry objections. The Shang 
Sheng-or the three Lamaseries under whose influence the Tibetan Council 
of Regency appears to  be-objected entirely to  the second of the general 
articles, and Mr. H a r t  therefore recommended a return to  the language em- 
ployed in Mr. Paul's letter of the 23rd February, 1891, with the limitation 
to  five years of the period for the revision of the regulations agreed upon. 
Mr. Har t  also forwarded certain documents showing that  the Tibetans 
wished to exclude Indian tea and salt, while on the other hand, they desired 
these commodities to  enter Sikkim from Tibet as formerly. The instructions 
issued to Mr. Pau l  a t  this stage are contained in our Foreign Secretary's 
letter, dated the 4th June,  1892, of which a copy is forwarded herewith. 
It now became obvious that  the tea question was a very serious obstacle 
to the satisfactory conclusion of the negotiations. The Tibetans were 
evidently determined not to yield; and, although the question both as 
regards tea and salt was considered of little importance from a commercial 
point of view, i t  would obviously have been an unreasonable concession to 
agree to our tea being excluded from Tibet, while we were to accept China 
tea. Such an arrangement might not have seriously injured our tea 
industlg, hut the unfairness of the proposal was patent. The whole object 
of the negotiations was to  facilitate trade, and to create it where i t  did 
not exist; and any such arrangement as that  suggested would have almost 
certainlv exposed us to well-grounded atbacks by tea-planters, Chambers 
of Commerce, &c. Under these circumstances, as the negotiations had 
come to a standstill, the Viceroy invited the assistance of our Minister a t  
Peking, requesting him to point out to the Yamen that we had already made 
several concessions in matters to which Tibet and China attached much 
importance, and observing that  the import of tea is not forbidden under 
the Tien Tsin treaty. We received in due course from Peking a note by 
Sir Rr:l)ei.t Har t ,  explaining the unwillingne~s of China to yield 
on tllr tea cluestion. I n  the meantime Mr. Har t  had reported 
tha t  the Yamen had agreed to accept the last draf t  of the regula- 
tions subject to  the inclusion of tea in Article 111. A t  this stage 
fresh complications were introduced by the sudden death, on the 
24th Septernher, 1892, of Elis Excellency S h h g  Tai. Mr. H a r t  
re1)rcsented that  the Asqociate Resident in Tibet, who was expected to 
succeerl, and who did shortly afterwards siicceed, Shtng Tai, had only very 
~becently arrived a t  Lhasn and had little influence over the Tibetans. 
Mr. Har t  expressed apprel~ensions that. the T'ihetans would seize the 
oppol-t~inity of rilising f n ~ . t l ~ e r  obstacles, and strongly urged the acceptance 
of his ~)roposal as to ten without delay, so as to adlnit of the immediate 
conclusion of the negotiations. We did not, however, feel jllstified in 
givinq lvay. No further progreqs having been made in the ensuing four 
months, the Viceroy a p ~ i n  telegraphed to our Minister at Peking on the 15th 
F e t ~ i ' l l a ~ ,  1893, enqlilring if he colild do anything to remove the objection 
of the Tsnnyli YamCn in the matter of tca. Mr. O'Conor was informed 
that. in deference to the wishes of China, we had made concessions on all 
the other disputed points, hilt that it was impossible for 11s to acqniesce 
in  the exclnsion of tea as this ~vould he resented hy the mercantile commu- 



nity. ~t will be convenient to summarise here the concessions to which we 
had already consented :- 

(i) We had temporarily accepted Yatung as the trade-mart instead 
of Phar i  or some more advanced point; 

(ii) We had refrained from pressing for permission to allow British 
subjects to travel north of the trade-mart; 

(iii) We had agreed to the omission of the clause empowering British 
subjects to buy land and build houses a t  Yatung; 

(iv) We had accepted the suggestion to  substitute five for ten Yeam 
in the second of the general Articles ; 

(v) We had declared that  we would not enforce our right t o  exclude 
Tibetan salt from Sikkim; and 

(vi) We had concurred in the insertion of the words " but nowhere 
else in Tibet" in Article 11. of the d r a f t  regulations. 

I n  reply to the Viceroy's telegram of the 15th February, Mr. O'Conor 
telegraphed :-" Yamgn recalcitrant; but I imagine they will suggest 
compromise." Accordingly on the 15th March last, Mr.  H a r t  com- 
municated a proposal by the Yam6n to add the following clause to  
Article IV.  of the repla t ions  :-" As for tea, however, trade in that  com- 
modity shall only begin when the tariff is arranged af ter  the five years 
above mentioned." This proposal obviously conveyed no security tha t  tea 
would be admitted a t  the expiry of the five years, and we were unable to 
accept it ,  since i t  was clear that  the Tibetans would be as well able t o  fight 
us five years hence over the tariff to be imposed on tea as they were a t  
present in regard to its inclusion or exclusion from the list of importable 
commodities. After some further correspondence Mr. Har t ,  on the  9th 
April, reported the receipt of a fresh telegram from Peking, which ran as 
follows :-" Tsungli Yamen will not admit tea under general exemption, 
but propose this clause" (to be added to the fourth Article) viz. :- 

"Indian tea may be imported into Tibet a t  same rate of duty as 
Chinese tea into England, say ten taels per p icu l ;  but trade 
in i t  shall not be enoaeed in during the five years other com- 
modities are exempt. 

A picul is 1334 English Ibs. and, reckoning a tael  a t  4s., the duty 
proposed would be equivalent to  about 4d. per lb. The late Mr. 
Colman Macaulay's "Memo. on our relations with Tibet" con- 
tains an examination of the China tea trade with Tibet and of 
the cost of laying down Darjeeling tea a t  Lhasa. The latest in- 
formation which we have in regard to  the prices of China tea in Tibet 
is that  a t  Ta.-chien-lu, three months' journey east of Lhasa, the commonest 
kind of tea sells for 3 annas the Ib., while in other parts of Tibet the price 
varies according to the distance from Ta-chien-lu. From 8 to  9 annas 
a lh. is probably not far  from the mark as an  estimate of the price of the 
commonest China tea a t  Lhasa. Taliing Mr. Macaulay's figures as t o  
cost of production, carriage, &c., i t  appears that, after allowing for a duty 
of 4d. (or, say, 49 annas) the lb., good Darjeeling tea could be sold a t  a 
profit a t  Lhasa for about 124 annas the lb., or nearly 43 per cent. cheaper 
than what Mr. Macaulay styles the " second best" China tea. Therefore, 
if Mr. Macnulny's figures are correct, the suggested duty, thou& heavy, 
would not be prohibitive. The additional clause proposed by the Yam$n 
was not, of course wholly satisfactory, but we have decided. af ter  some 

hesitation, on accepting it, subject, to a very 
' T'irlc our Foreign Secre- slight alteration.* The agreement will doubt- 

ta1.y.8 Irtter, dated 221,d &fay, less be open to objections from a purely com- 
18!1:!. mercial point of view, but we understand that  

i t  is not regarded as open to objection by the 
Indian Tea Association. W e  were led to our 

cOnclllsion on this matter mainly because we regard the Chinese proposal 
as made in good faith, and as equivalent to  a reasonable assurance on the 



par t  of the Yankn, that a t  the expiration of the "five years of experi- 
mental t rade"  trade in tea will be permitted on the terms specified. 
There is a good deal to be said in favour of coming to terms with the 
Chinese and not a l l o ~ ~ ~ i n g  these negotiations to end in nothing. It has, 
therefore, appeared to us worth while, under the circumstances, to stretch 
a point in order to avoid a miscarriage in regard to the Sikkim-Tibet 
Convention, and we are disposed to regard the agreement which has now 
been arrived a t  upon the matters dealt with in  this despatch as  of import- 
ance, not so much on account of the commercial interests involved, but as 
an outward sign of the neighbourly good-will prevailin between the two 
Empires. We heard on the 25th ultimo by telegram F rom Mr. O'Conor 
that an Imperial edict had been issued empowering the Chinese Commis- 
sioner to sign the Regulations, and Mr. Pau l  telegraphed on the 29th that  
China had accepted our wording of the clause to be added to Article IV.  

Enclosure 1 in No. 9. 

Letter fro~/z A .  W .  Paul, Esq., C.I.E., British Commissioner, to James H .  
Hart, Esq., Secretal.y to the Chinese Commission, Darjaeling, dated 
Calcutta, the 2nd Janzcary, 1892. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
22nd October, in which you communicated t o  me a telegram transmitted 
from Peking on the  19th idem, and, having regard to  the  language of tha t  
telegram, as well as in consideration of the difficulties His  Excellency 
Sh6ng Tai  has had to contend with, strongly urge upon the Government of 
India  the advisability of accepting Yatung as a trade mart. 

2. The Government of India understand that  the place indicated by 
this name is the open space near the bottom of the valley not f a r  from 
Rinchingong. On this understanding I am now directed to inform you 
that  the Governor-General in Council fully appreciates the friendly 
language in which the Chinese Government have stated their view of the 
situation, and, in consideration of the embarrassment which might be 
occasioned to His  Majesty the Emperor if the Government of India were 
to press for Phar i  as a trading-mart, is willing to agree to the selection 
of Yatung temporarily, in the full expectation that  the Government of 
China will, in accordance with their friendly declarations, provide some 
more suitable spot as soon as they are in a position to do so. 

The Government of India are confident that  the Government of China 
being aware of the extremely limited nature of the commercial facilities 
afforded by such a place as Yatung, will recognise in its acceptance a con- 
vincing proof of the amicable spirit in which the Government of India 
desire to approach the questions still remaining for settlement. 

3. Both Governments being thus agreed as to the merely temporary 
nature of the trading post a t  Yatung, there is no occasion for the Govern- 
ment of India to clalm the immediate exercise of the subsidiary right of 
posting an  agent a t  the mart to he liltimatelg agreed upon, or of the right 
of British subjects to acquire land and build thereon in, or travel without 
passports to, the  lace for the time being occupied as a mart. The claim 
to exercise such right!: hereafter is, however, not to he regarded as in any 
way prejudiced by the present arrangement. 

4. I have accordingly the honour to enclose a fresh set of articles 
modified to meet the altered circnmstances. To these terms, in their 
present shape, the Government of India Iwlieve that the Chiilcse Govern- 
ment cannot take exception: and it is on this assumption that the Govern- 
ment of India commit themselves to the acceptance of Yatllng as above 



described. They could not regard the arrangement by which the trade- 
mart is to  be placed at Yatung as one which by itself would be suficient for 
British interests. 

I presume that, as mentioned in your despatch of the 15th September, 
all merchandise will be freed from duty, for, say, five years, and the revised 
Article 111. is drawn on that  assumption. You will observe that, in  defer- 
ence to His  Excellency Sh6ng's representation of the impossibility of pro- 
curing Tibetan assent to allowing British subjects to travel, even with 
passports, north of the trading mart nbw or  hereafter agreed upon, the 
Government of India have refrained from pressing for concessions under 
this head. A t  the same time, from the language adopted by His  Excel- 
lency Sheng in regard to this matter, the Government of India  fully antici- 
pate that  the Government of China will not hesitate to grant  increased 
facilities to British subjects travelling in  Tibet when the feeling of the 
people is such as to permit concessions in this direction. 

Annexure. 

Outlinc! f019 the Srlllement of the Three Reserurd Articles.-Trade, Co?n~nunirntion, rtr~d 
Pastz~ruge Regulations appe?~ded to the Siklcitn-Tibet Concqention of 1890. 

I.-A trade-mart shall be established at Patling on the Tibetan side of the front.ier, 
and shall be open to all British subjects for purposes of 

Trade. t,rade from t,he [ 1. The Government of India shall 
have the right t'o keep a commercial agent a t  Yatung. 

11.-British subjects trading at  Yatung shall be at  liberty to travel freely to and fro 
between the frontier and Yatung, to reside at  Yatung, and to rent houses and godowns for 
their own accommodation and the storage of their goods. The Chinese Government 
undertake that sr~itable buildings for the above plirpoees shall be provided for British 
subjects, and that, failing the provision of suitable buildings, British subjects shall be at  
liberty to acquire laud and erect buildings thereon for the same purposes. They shall be 
a t  liberty to sell their goods to wllornsoever they please, to purchase native commodities in  
kind or in money, to hire trausport of any kind, and i n  general to conduct their business 
transactions in conformity with local usage, and without any vexatious restriction. Such 
British subj(scts shall receive efficient protection for their persons and property. At 
Lang-jo and Ta-vliun, betmeen the frontier and Yatung, where rest-houses have been built 
by the Tibetan authorities, they can break their journey i n  consideration of a daily rent. 

111.-Goods, other than goods of the descriptions enumerated in  Regulation IV., 
entering Tibet from British India across the Sikkilu-Tibet frontier, or vrce 'ersci, whatever 
their origin, shnll be exempt from duty for a period of five years commencing from the 
date of the opening of Yatung to trade, but after the expiration of this term if found 
desir,~ble, a tariff' may be mutually agreed upon and enforced. 

1V.-Import and export trade in the following articles :- 

Arms, ammunition, military storins, salt, liquors, and intoxicating or narcotic 
drugs, 

may at t,he ol)t,ion of either Government be entirely prohibited, or permitted 01113- on sllch 
conditions as d h e r  Government on it,s own side may think fit to impose. 

V.-All goods on arrival a t  Yat,ung, whether from British India or from Tibet, lnnst 
be reported at the Crlstoms Station there for c~nrninat~ion, and the report must give full  
particulars of the description, quantity, and value of the goods. 

V1.-Tn the event of trade disputes arising between British and Chinese merchants in  
Tibet, they sl~illl be enquired into and settled in  personal conference by the Political 
Officer For Sikliiln and the Chinese frontier officer. The object of personal conterence 
being to aucert:~in facts alld do justice, wllcre there is a divergt.nce of views the law of the 
country to which the defendant belongs shall guide. 

VI1.-Desl)i~lches from the Government of Inclia to the Chinese Imperial Resident in  
Tibet shall be handed over by the Political Officer for 

Commnnicntion. Sikkim to the Chinese frontier officer, who will forward 
tlic!m by ~pecial  courier. 

D ~ ~ r ) i i t c l l e ~  from the Chinese Imperial Resident in  Tibet to the Government of India 
will he hitnd~tl over by the Chineqe frontier officer to the Political Officer for Sikkim, \\rho 
will tor\vnrd t l~eln as quickly ;IS possible. 



VIIT.-De~patches between the Chinese and Indian officials must be treated with due 
respect, and their couriers will be assisted i n  passing to and fro by the officers of each 
Government. 

1X.-After the expiration of one year from the date of the opening of Yatung, such 
T i b e t a n ~  as continue to graze in Sikkim will be subject 

Pastnragc. to such regulations as the British Government  ma^ from 
time to time enact for the geaeral conduct of grazing in 

Sikkim. Due notice will be given of snch regulations. 

1. I n  the event of disagreement between the  Political Officer for Sikkirn and the 
Chinese frontier officer, each official shall report the 

Qeneral articles. matter to his immediate superior, who i n  turn, i f  a 
settleinent is not arrived at between them, shall refer 

snch matter to their respective Governments for disposal. 

2. I n  the event of the trade-mart being with consent of the two High Contractinq 
Partie8 at a n r  time hereafter remove11 from Yatnng, to some other place in Tibet, or in  
the event of a trade-mart, or trade-marts, being in like manner opened at any other place, 
or places, in  Tibet than Y a t ~ ~ n g ,  the provisions of the first six of the above regulations 
shall be held equally applicable in  the case of the new trade-n~art or trade-marts. 

British Commissioner. Signed :- 

Chinese Commissioner. (Place and date.) 

hnclosure 2 in No. 9. 

Letter from the Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department, 
to A .  W. P a d ,  Esq., C.Z.E., British Comn~issioner, Darjeeling, 
datncl Sinda,  the 4th June, 1892. 

I 2-11 direct,-cl i o  acknov-letlge thc 1aecei1)t of you: letters, datcd, 
respectively, the 5th and 7th May, 1892, regarding the  objections stated on 
behalf of the Tibetans against the d ra f t  articles forwarded by you to 
Mr. H a r t  on the 2nd January, as containing an outline of the  regulations 
which it is proposed to append t o  the Sikkim-Tibet Convention in settle- 
ment of the three reserved articles. 

2. The objections urged against the draf t  are given in the 2nd para- 
graph of your letter of the 7th May. I n  the first place, you have pointed out 
thac the opening sentence of Article II., " British subjects trading a t  
Yatung shall be a t  liberty to travel freely t o  and f ro  between the frontier 
and Yatung," contains no prollibition such as the Tibetans desire to see 
inserted against travel in any other part  of Tibet except between Yatung 
and the frontier. The prohibition contemplated is, as you have indicat.ed, 
mere surl)lusage, but in order to obviate difficulty, the Governor-General in 
Council will not object to  the addition of the words "but  nowhere else in 
Tibet." 

3. With reference to the opposition offered to the right of British 
subjects t o  buy land and to build houses a t  Yatung, the Government of 
India assent to the omission of that  provision from Article II., and accept 
the addition which you have made by which the Chinese Government under- 
takes to provide a fitting residence for the British officer a t  Yatung. 

4. With regard to the prohibited articles enumerated in what is now 
Article 111. of the Regulations, you say that  the Tibetans wish to prohibit 
the importation of both salt and tea into Tibet, as the importation of these 
commodities has always heretofore heen forbidden, but that  they desire to 
be allowed to continue sending salt and tea to  Sikkim. 

Salt heing already included in the list of prohibited articles, the 
Tibetans can exclncle Indian salt from Tibet if they see fit to do so, and 
although the Government of India will maintain their right to exclude 
Tibetan salt from Sikkim, there is no objection to an assurance being given 



to the Tibetans, that, under present conditions, the Government of India 
will not enforce this right. 

5.  The question of the exclusion of Indian teas from Tibet is, how- 
ever, a more important one, and with regard to i t  the Government of India  
are unable to accept your recommendation. The unfairness of the proposal 
that the export of Indian teas to Tibet should be prohibited, while the 
importation of Tibetan teas into Sikkim should be permitted, is obvious, 
and to argue in support of such a one-sided proposal that  Tibetan teas have 
always found a market in Silckim and should therefore continue to do so, 
while Indian teas have always been excluded from Tibet, and should for 
that  reason remain escluded, is to strike a t  the very root and object of the 
negotiations, which object is to facilitate trade and to create trade where 
none a t  present exists. The Tsungli Yam6n may have to take into account 
the prejudices of the Tibetans, but the Government of India  must also take 
into account the reasonable expectations of Indian tea planters and traders. 

G .  You state that  the possible trade in tea between India  and Tibet 
i s  of small importance, no tea having been exported to  Tibet from India  
during the past four years, and you express the opinion that  i t  is unlikely 
that  an  export trade will grow up hereafter. This view may be correct, 
but, if so, the objection of the Tibetans to permitting the import of Indian 
teas into Tibet is the more unreasonable, and though a concession to Tibetan 
feeling on this point wo~lld not, in your opinion, be injurious to the Indian 
tea industry, i t  would most certainly invite plausible criticism from tea 
planters, Chambers of Commerce, and others. 

7. I am further to remind you that  the Government of India have 
already given way upon a number of points to which the Chinese attached 
importance, and I am to say that  the Governor-General in Council is not 
disposed to make any further concessions. As i t  is, the commercial value 
of the agreement does not promise to be great. I am, therefore, to  express 
a hope that  i t  may not he found necessary to make any further reference 
to the Government of India with regard to the proposal to prohibit the 
importation of India teas into Tibet. 

8. The last point to be dealt with is the proposed omission of the 
second General Article, and the snbstitution of one of two alternative 
drafts  which YOU have submitted. The Governor-General in Council has 
no objection to the substitution of the first of these alternative drafts. 

9. I am to ellclose 1-epl-int of the draf t  regnlations in accordance 
with the above I-ernarlts. 

Annexure. 
Regulations regayding Trade, Communication, and Pastu~.age ngreed to be appended to 

the Sikkinz-Tibet Conuention of 1890. 

I.-A trade-mart ehall be established at Yatung on the Tibetan side of the frontier. 
aurl shall be open to all B r i t i ~ h  subjects for purpoEes of 

Trade. t,mde from t,he [ 1. The  
Government of India shall be free t.o send officers to reside 

at  Yatung to watch the conditions of Brit,ish t.rade at that mart. 

11.-Rritish sllbjects trading at Yatnng ~ l ~ a l l  be at  libert.1 to travel freely to and fro 
between the front,ier and Yat,nng (but, nowhere else in Tibet), t.o reside at  Yatung, and to 
rent houses and godowns for their o\v11 accon~modat,ion, and the st.oragc of their goods. 
The Chinese Government ~~ntlert,nlte th:~t. snitable bnildings for the above purposes shall be 
provided for Drit.ish s ~ ~ h j r c t s ,  anrl also that a s])ecial ant1 fitting residence  hall be provided 
for t,he officer nppoint~d by the Govrrnmcnt of India under Article I. to resitlr at Yatang. 
British sul~ject,s ~ l ~ n l l  I)(. at  lib(?rt,y to sc!ll thcir goods t,o xvl~on~soevrr they ],lease, to pur- 
chase native commodities in I t i ~ ~ d  or in  money, t,o hire t , r iu~~~por t  oE any kind, and in 
general to conduct their busilless tran~nct,ions in confortnity wit,ll local nsngr, ancl without 
arty vexatious restriction. Srlcb I3titish ~ubjec t s  ~h; t l l  receive eWcient prot,cction for their 
persons and property. At Lang-jo i ~ n d  Ta-c11n11, between the front,ier and Yatung, where 
rest-honses have heen hnilt by the Tibet,an authorities, t,hey can break their journey in 
considoration of a daily rent. 
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111.-Import and export trade in the following art.icles :- 

Arms, ammunition, military stores, salt, liquors and intoxicating or narcotic 
drugs, 

may at  the option of either Government be entirely prohibited, or permitted only on such 
conditions as either Government on its own side may think fit to impose. 

1V.-Goods, other than goods of the descriptions enumerated in Regulation 111. 
entering Tibet from British India, across the Sikkim-Tibet frontier, or vice versb, whatever 
their origin, shall be exempt from duty for a period of five years commenciilg from the 
date of the opening of Yatung to trade, but after the expiration of this term, if found 
desirable, a tariff may be mutually agreed upon and enforced. 

V.-All goods on arrival at Yatung, whether from British India or from Tibet, must 
be repol-ted at the Customs Station there for examination, and the report must give full 
particulars of the description, quantity, and value of the goods. 

V1.-In the event of trade disputes arising between British and Chinese or Tibetan 
subjects in Tibet, t,hey shall be enquired into and settled in personal conference by the 
Political Officer for Sikkim and the Chinese front~er officer. The object of personal 
conference being to ascertain facts and do justice, where there is a divergence of views the 
law of the country to which the defendant belongs shall guide. 

VI1.-Despatches from the Government of India to the Chinese Imperial Resident in 
Tibet shall be handed over by the Political Officer for 

Communication. Sikliim to the Chinese frontier officer, who will forward 
t.hem by special courier. 

Despatches from the Chinese Imperial Resident in Tibet to the Government of India 
will be handed over by the Chinese frontier officer to the Political Officer for Sikkim, who 
will forward them as quickly as possible. 

VIT1.-Despatches between the Chinese and Indian officials must be treated with due 
respect, and t,heir couriers will he assisted in passing to and fro by the officers of each 
Government. 

1X.-After the expiration of one year from the date of the opening of Yatung, such 
Tibetans as continue to graze in Aikkim will be subject 

Pasturage. to such regulations as the British Government may from 
time to time enact for the general conduct of grazing in 

Sikkim. Due notice will be given of such regulations. 

X.-In the event of disagreement between the Political Officer for Sikkim and the 
Chinese frontier officer, each official shall report the matter 

General  article^. to his immediate superior, who in t,urn, if a settlement is 
not arrived at between them, shall refer uuch matter to 

their respective Governments for disposal. 

XI.-After the lapse of five years from the date on which these regulations shall come 
into force, and on six months' notice given by either party, these regulations shall be 
subject to revision bp Commiclsioners appointed on both sides for this purpose, who shall 
be empowered to decide on and adopt such arnendmetit,~ and extensionsas experience shall 
prove to be desirable. 

Signed :- 

(Place and date.) 

British Commissioner. 

Chinese Commissioner. 

Encloslire 3 in No. 9. 

L e t t e r  f r o m  Sir H .  M. Durand, K .C . I .E . ,  C.S . I . ,  S e c r e t a r y  to t h e  Govern-  
m e n t  of I n d i a ,  F o r e i g n  l)c;.partm.ent, t o  A .  W. Paul, Esq . ,  C.Z.E., 
British Commiss ioner ,  Da r j ee l ing ,  d a t e d  S i m l a ,  t h e  22nd Nay, 1893. 

I am directed to acltnowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
the 10th April, 1893, enclosing copy of a despatch of 9th April, 1893, from 
Mr. James Har t ,  Secretary to the Chinese Amban (on s ecial duty), in 
which he communicated a fresh proposal made by the %ungli Yarnen 
regarding the admission of Indian tea into Tibet. 



2. I n  reply, I am to say that  the Government of India  are prepared 
to agree to the substance of the formula proposed, but I am to suggest that  
the clause to be added to Article I V .  of the regulations should run :- 

" Indian tea may be imported into Tibet a t  a rate of duty not 
exceeding that a t  which Chinese tea is imported into 
England; but trade in Indian tea shall not be engaged in 
during the five years for which other commodities are  
exempt." 

3. I am to request that  the above suggestion may be communicated to  
Mr. Har t ,  who should a t  the same time be informed that  the Government of 
India have accepted these terms because they are regarded as equivalent 
to an  assurance from the YamGn, that  trade in Indian tea will be permitted 
on the expiry of the five years during which the import into Tibet is 
prohibited. Upon any other assumption the draf t  clause proposed on 
behalf of the Yamen by Mr. Har t  would obviously be wholly without 
significance. 

Enclosure 4 in No. 9. 

Letter from Sir  H. M. Durand, K.C.I.E., C.S.I., Secretary to the 
Government of India, Foreign Department, to N .  R. O'Conor, Esq., 
C.B., G.M.G., Her Britannic Majesty's Ministein a t  Peking, dated 
Simla, the 22nd May, 1893. 

(Extract.) 

I an, directed to inform you that, on the 9th April last, Mr. J. H. Hart ,  
Secretary to the Chinese Amban (on special duty), in an  official communi- 
cation addressed to the British Commissioner, reported that  the Tsungli 
Yamen had telegraphed on the preceding day a proposal that  the following 
clause should be added to Article IV.  of the regulations :-" Indian tea 
may be imported into Ti,bet a t  same sate of duty as Chinese tea into 
England; say, ten taels per picul, but trade in i t  is not to be engaged in 
during the five y e n s  other commodities are exempt." The British Com- 
missioner has now been instructed that  the Government of India  are pre- 
pared to agree to  the substance of the clause proposed, but suggest that  it 
should run :-" Indian tea may be imported into Tibet a t  a ra te  of duty 
not exceeding that  at which Chinese tea is imported into England; but 
trade in Indian tea shall not be engaged in  during the five years 
for which other commodities are exempt." The British Commissioner 
has been further instructed to inform Mr. Har t ,  when communi- 
cating the above suggestion, that: the Government of India  have 
accepted these terms because they are regarded as equivalent to an  
assurance on the part  of the Ya.mGn tha,t trade in Indian tea will be 
permitted on the expiry of the five years during which the import into 
Tibet is prohibited. Upon any other assumption the draf t  clause proposed 
by the Yamen would be without significance, unless (which the Government 
of India would be rehictant to believe) i t  was put forward with the object 
of raising expectations which the Yamen had no intention of fulfilling. 
I n  conclusiol~, I am to convey to Your Excellency the best acknow- 
ledgments of the Governor-General in Council for the valuable assistance 
and advice which you have been good enough to furnish to the Government 
of India in this matter. 



No. 10. 

Dcspotch Jrotu the S e r r e t a ~ y  of  stat^ for Inrlin to the Gowe,-nn~ent of India, 
dntpd 11th A i~yzist, 1893. 

I have considered the letter of Your Excellency's Government 
of the: 4th July, 1893, with enclosures, on tlle subject uf the negotia- 
tions with China which have beell in progress for 24 years in colinection 
with the Articles reserved under the Sikki~n-Tibet Convention for discus- 
sion by Joint  Commissioners. 

2. The concessions made by Your Excellency in deference to the 
wishes of China are considerable, but you firmly opposed the endeavour of 
the Tibetan authorities to  obtain the exclusion of Indian tea from Tibet, 
while they were to be allowed to continue sending Tibetan tea to  Sikkim. 

3. The compromise which was eventually pfoposed by the Tsungli 
Yamen, and accepted by your Government, is not all that  might fairly 
have been expected, but I concur with Your Excellency that  in the circum- 
stances i t  wa,s expedient to come to  terms with the Chinese Government, 
on the understanding that  their proposa,l was b o d  fide and equivalent to 
a reasonable assurance on the par t  of the Yamgn that, a t  the expiration of 
five years, trade in tea will be permitted on the terms specified. 

4. Yonr proceedings, therefore, have my approval. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) KIMBERLEY. 

No. 11. 

Ft-orn the Vicor~oy to the Secl-etary of State for India, dated 
7th December, 1893. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Tibet agreement. The British and Chinese Commissioners signed the 
General Articles and Regulations on 5th December a t  Darjeeling. 

No. 12. 

L e t t p ~  /rotn thc G'oc~r~r.n,~rc~nt of Indi(,, in tllc Forrign L ) ~ ~ ~ u r t ~ t ~ e n t ,  to the 
Right Honoirt-cthlo tlte Enrl o /  Ki7r~he,*lry, K.G. ,  IIpr Maj~sty 's  Secre- 
trcl o/ Stc~tc /or India, tI(rtrt/ 1f'or.t IYillic~ttl, the 2lst  February, 
1894. (Rcceivetl the 13th lMarck, 1894.) 

Lorti Lans(1owne's Foreign telegralrl of the 7th Deceml>~r, 1893, in- 
fur111c.d Your Lordshil, that the agreclnent regarding trade, co~nmunica- 

tion and pasturage on thc Sikkiln-Tibet frontier 
1 .  ~ , ~ t t , . , . ,  , l ; , t e t l  th,, gt), I,,,- was duly signed on the 5th Decernt)e~-, 1893, by 

cr~llbrr, 181):i. FI- , , II~  A. \v. p;,,,1, t l ~ e  J31.itish and Chinese Joint  Cornn~issioners, 
1 .  . ' i t  I -  1 ~ 1 1 ~  HC,,C: al,r,ointed, l~ndcr Article VI I .  of the 
~ n i s ~ i ~ l l ( > r ,  Lo t l l ca  Secre~tary to ~ i k l < i ~ ~ ~ - ~ r i l ) i <  COllVellliOll 1890, to 
thr, (>ovt-rnrncnt C I E  111clin in thc 
E'oreigl~ L)el>artuiellt. t l ~ c ,  cjt~cstions l,esc,rved under Articles IV., V., 



f.letter, dated the 30th and VI. of that  Convention. We have 
December, 1893, from the now the honour to forward, for the information 
Secretary to the Government of Her Majesty's Government, a copy of the 
of India in the Foreign papers marginally noted, inclllding copy of the Department, to A. W. Paul, 
Esq., C.C.E., C.S., British Corn- Agreement as sigiled' 
missioner. 2. I i i s  Excellency Icwei Hwan, the 

Imperial Chinese Resident in Tibet, arrived at 
Darjeeling, accompanied by his suite, on the 21st November last, for the 
purpose of signing the Regulations. H e  was received with suitable 
honours. I n  the course of the discussions which followed, our Commis- 
sioner proposed an  early date in January for the opening of the trade mart 
a t  Yatung. The Chinese Resident, however, urged his inability to notify 
the decision to the Tibetans, and to return to Tibet and complete his own 
arrangements by so early a date;  he further pointed out that, before the 
middle of January, the passes are usually closed by snow and remain 
difficult, i f  not impassable, to traders until almut the end of April. We 
considered these arguments were reasonable, and accordingly authorised 
our Commissioner to  accept the 1st May next as the date for opening the 
mart. 

We have, &c., 

(Signed) ELGIN 

G. S. IVHITE. 

A. E.  MILLER.  

H .  BRACKENBURY. 

C. B. PRITCHARD. 

J. WESTLAND. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 12. 

Letter from A .  W. Pazil, Esq. ,  ( ' .Z .E . ,  British C'o?~~n~issioner, on Special 
Duty, Durjeeling, to the Sccretnry to the Govenz?~~ent of India, Foreign 
Departnzent, dated Darjeeling, the 9th December, 1893. 

I have the honour to infonn you that  the Agreement in nine Regula- 
tions and three General Articles to he appended to the Sikkim-Tibct Con- 
vention of 1890 was duly signed in the presence of His  Excellency ICwei 
Hwan, Chinese Imperial Resident in Tibet, on Tuesday, the 5th December, 
by Mr. Jarnes H. Har t  and Lieutenant-Colonel Ho Chang Jung, specially 
deputed by the Chincse Government, and by niyself as British Co~nmis- 
sioner. 

2. Two copies have been forwarded to you t)y parcel post, while the 
other two copies remain wltll the Chinese re1)resentative.s. 

3. With reference to the Chinese translation of the Regulations, I 
enclose a copy of Mr. J. H. Hart 's despatch of the 4th December, 1893. 

4. I would beg to take this opportunity to bring to the favourable 
notice of the Government of Indin the cxel.tlons of Mr. James H. H a r t  
to bring allout a settlement of 0111. long-standing dispute regarding Sikk~ln 
and Tibet. I t  was lnninly owing to his conduct of atlairs during his visits 
to Rinchiogong in 1889 that tlia Tibetans (and weir the Chlnesc) were 



brought to see the hopelessness of contesting our just claims to the sole 
protectorate of Sikkim and the present boundary of that State, while 
during the last t,hree years he has been indefatigable in trying to frame 
regulations satisfactory to either party, and I have personally to acknow- 
ledge the invariable courtesy he has shown me in all our dealings. I 
would also beg to add that Mr. E. L. Ludlow in 1889-90, and Mr. F. E. 
Taylor since then have rendered every assistance in their power, especially 
in the matter of interpreting. 

5. I trust that i t  will not be considered out of place to refer to the 
very valuable services of Mr. J. C. White during the Sikkim expedition 
and in his subsequent administration, a.nd of Mr. George Macartney 
during the negotiations that led to our Convention of 1890. 

Annexure 1. 

Regululions regarding Trade, Communication, and Pasturage to be appended to the 
Sikkim-Tibet Convention of 1890. 

I.-A trade-mart shall be established at  Yatung on the Tibetan side of the  frontier, 
and shall be open to all Brit.ish subjects for purposes of 

Trade. trade from t,he first day of May, 1894. The Government 
of India shall be free to send officers to reside at Yatung 

bo watch the conditions of British trade at  that mart. 

11.-British subjects trading at  Patnng shall be at  liberty to  travel freely to and fro 
between the frontier and Yatung, to reside at  Yatung, and to rent houses and godowns for 
their own accommodation, ant1 the storage of their goods. The Chinese Government 
undertake that suitable buildings for the above purposes shall be provided for British 
subjects, and also that a special mcl fitting residence shall be provided for the officer or 
officers appointed by the Government of India under Regulation I. to reside at Yatung. 
British subjects uhall be at liberty to sell their gnods to whomsoever they please, to 
to purchase native commodities in  kind or in money, to hire transport of any kind, and in 
general to concluct their business transactions in co~~formi ty  with local usage, and 
without any vexati0u.q restrictions. Such British subjects shall receive efficient protection 
for their persons and property. At Lang-jo and Ta-chun, between the frontier and 
Yatnng, where rest-honses have been built by the Tibetan authorities, British subjects can 
break their journey in consideration of a daily rent. 

111.-111111ort ant1 cxport tra(le in the following Articles- 
arms, inimunition, military stores, mlt, liclaors, and intoxicating or narcotic 

clrugs, 
may at the ol~tion of either (;overl~rnrnt be entirely prohibitecl, or permitted only on such 
conclitionfi as either Government on their own side may think fit to impose. 

IV.-Goods, other than goods of the descriptions enumerated i n  Regulation III., 
entcring Tibet from British India, across the Sikkim-'l'ibt3t frontier, or vice versi, 
whatever their origin, *hall be excrnpt frorn duty for n period of five years commencing 
from the date of the opening of Yatung to trade, but after the expiration of this term, if 
foulld d (~ i rah le ,  a tariff may be m ~ ~ t l i a l l y  agreed upon ;ind enforced. 

Indian tea xnay be imported into Tibet at a rate of duty not exceeding that at which 
Cliinebe tea is importeel into F;ngland, hut trade in Indian tea shall not be engaged in 
during the fi\e  year^ for which other commodities are exempt. 

V.-All goocls on arrival at Yatung, whether from British Inilia or fro111 Tibet,  nus st 
be reported at  the C'u~toms Statmion t,here for examination, and the report must give full  
particulars of the description, quantity, and value of the goods. 

VI.-In the event of trade d i ~ p n t e s  arising between Hrit.ish and Chinese or Tibetan 
subjects in Tibet, they shall he enqnirecl into and settled in personal conference by the 
I'olitical ORicer for 3iklrim and thc Chinese lrontier officer. The object of personal 
conference heing to aclcertain facta and do justice, where there is a divergenco of views the 
law of the country to which the defendant belongfl shall guitle. 



VI1.-Despatches from the Government of lndia  to the Chinese Imperial Resident i n  
Tibet shall be handed over by the Political Officer for 

Communication. Sikkim to the Chinese frontier officer, who will forward 
them by special courier. 

Despatches from the Chinese Imperial Resident i n  Tibet to the Government of India 
will be handed over by the Chinese frontier oficer to the Political Officer for Sikkirn, who 
will forward them as quickly as possible. 

VII1.-Despatches between the Chinese and Indian officials must be treated with due 
respect, and couriers mill be assisted in  passing to and fro hy the officers of each 
Government. 

1X.-After the expiration of one year from the date of the opening of Yatung, such 
Tibetans as continue to graze t,heir cattle i n  Sikkim will 

Pasturage. be subject to such Regulations as t,he British Government 
may from time to time enact for the general conduct of 

grazing in Sikkim. Due notice will be given of such Regulations. 

1.-In t,he event of disagreement between the Political OfEcer for Sikkim and the 
Chinese frontier officer, each official shall report the matler to his immediate superior, who 
in turn, if a settlement is not arrived at between them, shall refer such matter to their 
respective Governments for disposal. 

11.-After the lapse of five years from the date on which these Regulations shall come 
into force, and on six months' notice given by either party, these Regulations shall be 
subject to revision by Commissioners appointed on both sides for this purpose, who shall 
be empowered to decide on and adopt such amendments and extensions as experience 
shall prove to he desirable. 

111.-It having been stipulated that Joint Commissioners should be appointed b~ the 
British and Chinese Governments under the 7th Article of the Sikkim-Tibet Convention 
to meet and discuss, with a view to the final settlement of the questions reserved under 
Articles 4, 5 and 6 of the said Convent.ion ; and the Commissioners thus appointed having 
met and discussed the question0 referred to, namely : Trade, Communication aud 
Pasturage, have been further appointed to sign the agreement in  nine Regulations and 
three General Articles now arrived at, and to declare that the said nine Regulations and 
the three general Articles form part of the Convention itself. 

I n  w i t n e s ~  whereof t,he respective Commissioners have hereto snbscribed their names. 

Done in quadruplicate at  Darjeeling this 5th day of December in  the year one 
thousand eight hnntlred and ninety-three, correspon~ling with t,he Chinese date t,he 28th 
day of the 13th moon of the 19th year of Kuang Hsii. 

(Signed) Ho C H A N G - J ~ G ,  (Signed) A. W. PAUL, 
 JAM^ H. HART, 

(Seal) Chinese Cotn?t?issione?.s. (Seal) Bri t ish Cotnmissioner. 

Annexure 2. 

Letter from Janwa H .  Har t ,  Esg., lo A. W. Paul ,  Esq., C.I.E., B?.itia7& Cottlmissioner, 
Dct?-jejepling, d(~terl Drr~:jeelit~g, tlir 4th Dcce)nbcr, 1893. 

The copiea of the T r a d ~  Regulations, &c., to be appended to the Sikkim-Tibet 
Convention of 1890 being now m:ltle out ;?I q?tad).~rpl~catr in English ant1 Chinese and 
ready for ~iguature to- norr row, 1 now address you this d('spatc11 whereby you aro informed 
that the Chinefle tranelation of the Regnlationn is to all intents and purposes a full  and 
close rendering of the English text. 



Enclosure 2 in No. 12. 

Letter fronz W. J. Cqiningham, Esq., OfJiciating Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India,  Foreig~t Department, to A .  W. Paul,  Esq., C.I.E., 
British Commissioner, Darjeeling, dated Fort  William, the 30th 
December, 1893. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 
9th December, 1893, in which you report that  the Agreement to be appended 
to the Sikkim-Tibet Convention of 1890 was duly signed on the 5th Decem- 
ber, 1893. 

2. I n  reply I am to say that  His  Excellency the Viceroy has noted 
with pleaswe your remarks on the subject of Mr. J .  H. Hart's share in the 
negotiations which have now been concluded. The Governor-General in 
Council recognises the services rendered by Mr. H a r t  to  the Government 
of India in assisting to arrive a t  a settlement. 

3. I am a t  the sa.me time to convey to you the thanks of the Govern- 
ment of India  for the care and attention with which you have discharged 
your duties as British Commissioner. 

No. 13. 

Letter from the Government of India, in the Foreign Department, to the 
Right Honozlrable H .  Ii. Fowler, Her Majesty's Secretary of State for 
India,  dated Simla, the 25th Jtinc?, 1895. (Received the 15th July, 
1895.) 

Our despatch, dated the 21st February, 1894, forwarded, for the 
information of Her Majesty's Government, a copy of the Agree- 
ment co~lclllded t)y the British and Chinese Joint  Commissioners 
regarding trade, communication and pasturage on the Sikkim-Tibet 
frontier, and mentioned that the 1st May, 1894, had been fixed as the date 
for the opening of the trade mart a t  Yatung. Recent developments on the 
Sikkim-'l'ibet border, render i t  desirable to  sketch the subsequent course 
of events and csplain the present position. 

2. I n  May, 1894, Mr. J. C. White, Political Officer for Sikkim, visited 
Yatung to attend the opening of the mart and to report on the general 
situation a s  regards trade. Mr. White was instructed not to raise the 
question of demarcating the frontier, but to undertake, if the subject was 
mooted hy the Chinese omcials, that  their views and suggestions should be 

' Enclosa~~rs  Nos. I and 2.  laid before the Government of India. Mr. 
White's report and our orders thereon are 

enclosed.* In  communicating copies of these papers to Her  Britannic 
Majesty's Minlster a t  Peking in August, 1894, we left His Excellency to 
judge whether any hint could he conveniently conveyed to the Yam6n on 
the subject; and said that, recognizing the necessity for extreme patience 
in dealing with the 'Tibetans, we had decided that  i t  would be premature 
to make any formal complaint of their obstructiveness. Mr. O'Conor 
replied, under date the 22nd September, 1894, that he would take an early 
oppolstunity of calling the Yarnen's attention to the attitude of the Tibetan 
authorities. He  a t  the same time suggested that  the imposition of a 
10 per cent. ad vnlorenl duty a t  Phar i  should he very strongly protested 
against as contrary to treaty stipulations. 



3. The Viceroy, in his letter of the  9th August, 1894, had drawn the  
attention of the Chinese Resident in Tibet to  the reported occupation 
by Tibetan soldiers of certain places within the north-east boundary 
of Sikkim, and had invited the Resident's opinion as to the advisability 
of taking steps to arrange that  the frontier officers on both sides should 
acquire a practical acquaintance with the actual border line. The Chinese 
Resident readily accepted the suggestion, and proposed to demarcate 
also. He  was informed that  for climatic considerations i t  was 
desirable that  the examination of the frontier should be commenced 
between the 1st May and the  1st July. It was subsequently arranged, 
a t  the suggestion of the Chinese Resident, that  Mr. White should 
proceed to  Yatung in April to discuss with the Chinese and Tibetan 
delegates the best time and place for starting the joint work of demarca- 
tion. A t  this conference i t  was agreed that  the delegates should meet 
Mr. White below the Pemberingo Pass on the 7th May. I n  a report 
recently received from Mr. White, he mentions that  there was sonie obstruc- 
tion on the part  of the Tibetan members, but the local authorities apparently 
attached no importance to this a t  the time. 

4. On the 18th May the Chinese delegates, who had been delayed by 
difficulties in obtaining transport and who were not accompanied by the  
Tibetan representatives, joined Mr. White at the Jeylap La,  and fixed 
with him the site for a boundary pillar on that  pass. It was settled that  
they should meet Mr. Wliite again on the 1st June  at the Doka La,  and 
that  in the meantime Mr. White should erect a pillar on the Donchuk La,  
which the Chinese would afterwards examine. Subsequently, Mr.  White 
received a despatch from the Chinese Resident in Tibet, stating that  the 
Lamas of the three great monasteries were full of suspicion, and asking 
that demarcation might he postponed. 

5. The Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal recommended that ,  if the 
Chinese and Tibetan delegates were unable to a t  once join Mr. White, he 
should be authorised to proceed alone to lay down the 'boundary where 
no dispute is linown to exist. Demarcation was not, however, provided 
tor in t,he Treaty of 1890; no serious practical inconvenience had appa- 
rently arisen through the frontier being undemarcated, and under all the 
~irculnstnnces we considered i t  preferable that  Mr.  White should not 
proceed alone beyond the  Doka La. W e  accordingly directed that, if the 
Chinese delegates failed t o  meet him there on or about the 1st June,  he 
should explain matters by letter to the Chinese Resident and return to 
Gantok. 

6. Mr. \Vhite subsequently reported that the pillar erected a t  the 
Jeylap L a  had been demolished by Tibetans, and that  the  pillar 
on the Donchuk La  had heen wilfully damaged. The Lieutenant- 
Governor wished 11s to bring pressure to  hear on the Chinese Resi- 
dent in order to secure reparation. There is, however, a t  present 
no evidence that the rnischief is to be directly attributed to Tibetan 
oficials, and it is in our 01)inion necessary to make allowances for 
the dilficl~lties of the Chinese Resident's 1)osition in respect to the 
Tihetans. Tlie Government of Bengal were addressed acco~*dingly and 
rcqilcsted to inqt1.11ct MI.. White that, pending the receipt of further com- 
~niinications from the Chinese Resident or his deleffntes, he should a t  
any 1,;1t witli(11~nw fro111 the imrn~tliate neighl~onrhootl of the horder, nnless 
t1lci.e was reason to 3nticil)atr that his retirelnent 111ight encourage any 
t~ i rb l l l~n t  or ~nischievons spirits arnong the Tihetans to attempt to violate 
tllc f ron t i e r  Oiir vic~vs arc f11lly stated in the Viceroy's letter to the 
Chincsc Resitlent,, dated the 13th June, 1895. The Tibetan Comnlis- 
sioner.; hnvc since expuessed n wish to  again confer with Mr. IVhite a t  
Yntl~iig. \lrc liavc also heen infornied that  telegraphic orders to 
t l ~ e  Rc~itlrrit have 1m.n i*rceived from the Tsilngli Yan1i.n requi1,ing him 
to cwyv out the tlrlnarcation, ancl we have approved of Mr.  White standing 



fast  until i t  is seen what action the Resident takes on t.he telegram from 
Peking. We see no reason to apprehend any serious complications. 

W e  have, &c., 

(Signed) ELGIN.  
G. S. W H I T E .  
9. E.  MILLER.  
H. BRACKENBURY. 
J. N7ESTLANI). 
A. MACKENZIE. 
A. C. TREVOR. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 13. 

Letter from H. J .  S. Cotton, Esq., ('.S.I., C'hief Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengnl, to the S e c r ~ t a r y  to the Governn~ent of India,  Foreign 
Depcirtment, (luted Darjeeling, the 25th June,  1894. 

(Extract.) 

I am directed to  submit, for the information of the Government of 
India, the enclosed copy of a letter, dated the 19th June, 1894, 
from the Conllnissioner of the Rajshahi Division, forwarding, with 
his remarks, Mr. J. C. White's report of his visit to  Yatung. The 
Lieutenant-Governor agrees with Mr. White's proposals, su ported by 7 the Commissioner, for the improvement of the house bul t for the 
British Officer a t  Yatung, and concurs in thinking i t  desirable that  
a small bungalow should be built for traders a t  Yatung and a rest-house 
a t  Lang-jo, provided that  the Tibetans do not object to our undertaking 
the latter work. It is stated in Article II. of the Trade Regulations that  
a rest-house has been built a t  Lang-jo by the Tibetans, where British 
subjects can break their journey in consideration of a daily rent, and i t  
does not seem likely that  they will object to any improvements being effected 
in this rest-house a t  the cost of the Government of India. The 
fact that  a duty of 10 per cent. a d  valorem is levied a t  Phar i  by 
the Jongpen of that  place on all goods passing through Phari ,  both 
exports ancl imports, and that  no Tibetan merchants are allowed to pass 
beyond Phari  with their goods,. is a matter for very serious consideration, 
and undoubtedly seems to be inconsistent with the terms of the Treaty 
which provide for free trade (with the exception of certain articles the 
traffic in which has been forbidden) for a period of five years. I t  is also a 
very serious matter that, as reported by Mr. White, no one is allowed to 
enter the Chumhi Valley from Sikkim, although no such prohibition has 
been imposed before for generations. It is evident from Mr. White's report 
that  the Tibetan authorities are doing everything in their power to render 
the treaty abortive, and the Lieutenant-Governor considers that  no time 
should be lost in making all these matters the subject of a representation 
to the Government of China. It appears that  the selection of Yatung 
as the trade mart was unfortunate. But i t  must be remembered 
that  the subject of the selection of a site for the mart was long 
under consideration, and that  every attempt was made by His  Ex- 
cellency Sh6ng Tai, the late Amban, to induce the Tibetans to sub- 
stitute Phar i  for Yatung as a tracle mart, but that  i t  was found 
impossible to overcome their reluctance, and that  Yatung was eventu- 
ally accepted, both bv the Chinese and British Governments, as the only 
alternative to breaking off the negotiations altogether. Yatung is the mart 
now established by treaty, and i t  does not seem possible that  any change in 
the site can be sanctioned for the period of five years during which the 
treaty is in force. For the same reason the suggestion of Mr. White to 



close traffic by the Jeylap La, which is the pass which all trade must follow 
between Sikkim and the Chumbi Valley, appears to be inadmissible. Mr. 
Nolan points out that  the improvement of the Lachen route has already 
been taken in  hand, and that  i t  is desirable to remove all obstacles to the 
entry of trade by any of the recognized passes; but more than this cannot 
be done. The observations of Mr. White on the  weakness of the Chinese 
authority in Tibet will no doubt attract the attention of the Government of 
India. They corroborate what has been reported on this subject from other 
sources, and explain the extreme difficulty involved in giving effect to  the 
provisions which have been concluded with the Chlnese Government. 
Mr. White is remaining a t  Yatung until the instructions from the 
Government of India are received in respect of the encroachments which 
have been made by the Tibetans on the north-eastern boundary of Sikkim. 
It seems advisable that, as recommended by him, a permanent officer should 
not be posted a t  Yatung for the present, or  until Mr.  Taylor's position as 
Commissioner of Customs is fully recognised by the Tibetans and his 
authority is consolidated there. A t  the same time, there can be no doubt 
that the officer to be permanently stationed there must be an  Englishmaa, 
and there is probably considerable force in Mr. White's suggestion that  the 
selection of a medical man would be likely to  assist in  securing the good- 
will and softening the jealousy af the people in  their relations with 
Europeans. The Lieutenant-Governor desires to bring to notice the courtesy 
and attention which Mr. White has received from the Chinese authorities, 
and the valuable assistance which has been rendered to him by Mr. Taylor, 
the Chinese Commissioner of Customs at Yatung. 

Lcttet. fiiorn P. NOICLN, E.sy., C.S., Co?n?ntssione~- of the Rcqshnhi L)icl is iot~,  to the C h i ~ f  
Sccvetar!/ lo the Gol~enznzeltt qf Bo~gnl ,  Political Drpnr.trr~c~tzt, dnted Drr~jeeling, thc 
19th June,  1894. 

1 have the honoor to forward, for the information and orders of the Government of 
Bengal, a copy of a letter, dated the 9th June,  1694, in  which blr. White, Political 
Officer for Sikkim, reports the result of the mission to Yatung, on \vhich he was 
deputed, in accordance with the orders conveyecl i n  your letter, dated the 5th May, 1594, 
and solicits instructions on certain points. 

2. 1 support Mr. White's proposals to make certain ~mprovements in the house built 
for the officer at Yatung, to build six additional godowns, a small bungalow for traders, 
and a rest-house at Langjo, ;provided the Tibetans do not object to  our undertaking the 
latter work, the execution of which devolves on them under Article 11. of the Trade 
Regulations. 

3. By Article IV. of the Regulations it is provided that goods entering Tibet Erom 
British India, across the Sikltim-Tibet frontier, or [lice vsra(i, shall be exempt from duty 
for a l'eriod oE five years. I t  appears from the report that a duty of ten per cent. cld 
raloron is nevertheless levied at Phari, and the Tibetans defend the exaction on tlle 
ground t!:at it is taken elsewhere th:ln : ~ t  Yatung. The Regulations provide for a general 
exemption from ;dl duties, wherever imposed, the place of realization being altogether 
irrelcvaiit ; there is thus a clear breach of the miiin article of the trade convention ; that 
to which ill1 tllcb other provisions are ancillary. I agree in recommending that thisshould h 
n~ado  the subject of a representation to the Government of China. The action of the 
Pllnri .Tongl)rn in preventing Tibetan nlerchanta from proceerl~ng to Sikkim is also 
inconsistent with the treaty and  nay be made ~llatter of renlonstrance. 

4. Tht. ~ rnprorc~nent  of the Lachen route by opening a, road has already been taken 
in ha~ltl, ant1 ~t is c101~l)tleus tlesirnblc to remove all obstacles to the entry of Tibet by ally 
of the recogmeed 1);leses. I h t  I do not think that wc can close the route by Yatung, or 
even thrcwten to clone it, its suggested by Mr. White, its maintenance being providetl for 
by trexty. It is For (+ovcrnmeilt to tlecitlc whetlwr it is expedient to ask per~nissio~l  to 
rcinobe the in:u-t from Yatnn~:  to Rinchingong or Chema. The prese~lt eite is evitlently 
very u~ls~iitahlc, ant1 I call only nnpposc ~t was :~ccepted because the Tlbetatls objectecl to 
our ~ l rnv t ra t~ng  further lnro the vallt,y of the Chumbi. If that be the true explanation 
of tho uc,lect~on it will pro11nl)ly l)e i~seless to reopen the question at present. 

5. I concnr wit11 Mr. White in thinking t l ~ e  time inop~)ortu~le for posting a European 
olficer irt Y:ltung ; I woultl uc.lect onr. of the interpreters for the work. 
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Annexure 2. 
Letlor from J. C. White, Esq., Political Oflcer, Sikkim, to the Commissionel, Rajshahi 

Division, dated Yalung, the 9th Jut-LC, 1894. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to send in a report on the following subjects :- 
(a)  Yatung, its situation and trade facilities, and the attitude of the people living 

in the Chumbi Valley with reference to the treaty and trade. 
( b )  The behaviour of the Chinese and Tibetan officials towards me  and their relation 

to each other. 
(c) Advisability of stationing a British officer a t  Yatung. 

Silitatir,n.-Yatung is situated about eight miles from the Jeylap-la i n  the valley of 
the  Yatung Chhu at  its junction with the Chamdi Chhu which rlinsdown from the Natoi-la. 
The  hills to the east and south are covered with pines and larches ; those to the west and 
north are bare. A quarter of a mile below the house is the barrier built across the valley by 
the  Tibetans. There are 0 Chinese soldiers under Ma, and four Tibetans. Rinchingong 
is one-and-a-half miles further down at the junction of the Yatung Chhn with the 
Ammo Chhu. The situation of Yatung is most confined, being at  the bottom of a narrow 
valley shut in by steep hills with no room for expansion. 

C111,tnle.-The height is 10,134 feet above the sea (aneroid reading*), and the mean 
temperature since my arrival has been 50'. The air is 

* Trne readinp from boiling point damp at  this time of year, but very little rain has fallen ; 
wil l  be given otter computat~on. not more than three or four inches. During the day there 

is generally a strong north wind blowing up  the valley. 

rlcco~~t~~to[lation for Br i t i s l~  0ficel.s.-A house has been built for the accommodation 
of a British officer, but this house is at present occupied by the Chinese Commissioner of 
Customs, Ur. Taj-lor, \\tho has no other house to live in. It contains one large room, a 
godown on the gl.oor1~1 floor 40 feet x 26 feet, with a verandah 4 feet b ~ o a d  all round. On 
the first floor there are six small rooms surrounded by a verandah, and no bathrooms. 

Goclown accommodation attctched to ?~ozise.-There are five godowns attached to the 
house. and one small stable. Six more godowns are required. 

The house and godowns are surrounded by a wall 10 feet high, the gateway being on 
the east side. 

Accornwtodufion .for trade.-On the east of the house are the godowns or shops 
built for the trade. These are 16 i n  number, and will answer the purpose of native shops, 
but they are quite inadeqnate for the storage of gooda or for t.he use of Enropean mer- 
chants. The rent proposed to be charged ia exorbitant, Rs. 25 a month. A fair rent would 
be from Rs. 4 to Rs. 5. 

At Langjo and Ta-chung there is practically no shelter ; the sheds a t  these places 
being of the very roughest description and not fit for human beings to go into. 

Rer/ztit ,~,~nr~tlsfor t~.n(le.-A small bungalow w ~ t h  two rooms and out-offices should 
be built a t  Yatung (or Rinchingong) for the accommodation of European traders. 

A rest-house ~ h o u l d  be built at Langjo suitable for occupation by a European ; one 
small room with fireplace and verandah would be suificient. This is, 1 think, necessary, 
as the pass is often very ditficlllt to cross in winter, and a traveller might easily hn 
benighted. 

Nothing is required at Ta-chung. 

Ge~ic,~.al.-The site of the Yatung mart has been exceedingly badly chosen, and 
shoultl. if possible. be rernovecl lower do\\?n the valley to some place between Rinchingong 
:md (:hema (l'erna) where the valley broaden8 out and is much flatter, and where there is 
ample room for expa~~s ion .  Here also the i.oatl to Bhutan branches off. Were the mart 
movetl d o w ~ i  to liinch~ngong, the present boilding at Yatung conltl be ucilised as a godown 
for storing wool or other ~ncrchantliue, and a new house built for the British olficer at 
Rincbingorlg on a more suitable plan with fewer rooms. 

X map of Yatung ant1 its immediate surroundings is herewith gent. 

Attilrtdc of Ilrc i~llrabilnrlts of t ? ~  Clrionbi v(~/lr,t/.-In order to show more fully 
how the people in the valley are conriectecl, I give a short sketch of the district known 
as  the Phari Jong district. 

Phari Jong is divifiecl iiuto fonr divisions-(1) Phnri, (2) Khangba, (3) Tomoted, 
(4) Tomomed. These four districts are governed by- 

2 Jongpens. 
2 Treasurers. 
1 Serpen (officer in  charge of revenue, which are generally in kind). 
1 Secretary. 
11 Kongdu (Mondles) 
6 Ladhopa (Kharbari). 



Phari is divided into three blocks-Charapa, Chukyapa and Kari. 

Khangbu into three blocks-Khangted Khangber and Khangmed. 

Tomoted into four blocks-Galling, Tomoshed, Riban and Ganga. 

Tomomed into six blocks-Yasakha, Chumbi, Chemu and Rinchingong, Sharipa. 
Khengripa and Assampa. 

Obstrtrction of the CJ~trmbi V7alle?y people.-The people in this valley have combined 
to keep the trade in their own hands ; this they say they have done in order to recoup 
themselves the expenses they were put to during the Sikkim war. The Phari Jongpe~l  
charges 10 per cent. on all goods passing through Phari, both on imports and exports. Men 
passirlg that place without loads are charged two annas a head. This  applies chiefly to 
Bhutanese ; no Tibetans proper are allowed to pass Pbari with their goods. The Tibetan 
merchant therefore is obliged to sell his goods to the Phari Jong people, who, having 
acquired the goods, carry them to Darjeeling or I<alimpony. This action on the part of the 
Phari Jong people entirely does away with any free trade as provided for in  the treaty. 
Again, no one is allowed to enter the Chumbi 'i'alley from Sikkim-a thing which has 
never been stopped fcr generations. I n  fact these people are doing all they can to render 
the treaty abortive by their jealousy and petty restriction@, anrl the matter sllould be 
represented to His Excellency the Amban at Lhasa. 

If these people continue to be obstructive, I would recommend that as soon as 
practicable the trade mart be removed from Yatung to the north of Sikkim, and the trade 
encourapecl in the meantime to come down the Lachen road. This will increase the 
trade by opening up of a new district. Then when this route is opened I n70nld close 
the Chumbi-Jeylap route. 

My reasons are- 

((1.) The Lachen route is shorter and easier; by the Chumbi route both the 
Tong-la ancl Jeyl'lp-la have to be crossed ; by the L ~ c h r n  route only the 
Snpnba-la has to be crossed. 

( I ) . )  That the Icha~nba Jong people arr  very friendly and hare been so all through 
the war. 

( r . )  That it  would entlrely break the monopoly of the Chunibi Valley people, who 
are most hostllr, and everything at present in  their hands. 

((1.) I t  is  qnite possible that the threat of opening up  the new mart would very 
rlniclrly bring these people to a sense of their own at1vant:rges and make 
tllnn conform to the s p i r ~ t  of the treaty. They mould 1 fancy, rather than 
lose the trade, consent to the removal of this mart to a more huitable pliice i n  
the Chumbi Valley. If this were done the mart might be allowed to remain 
in the Chulnbl Valley. 

The amount of t r .~de fol* the month of Rlav amonnted to, in1pol.t~ Its. 40,587. 
e ~ p o r t s  Iis. 41,0!)9, ant1 this might br much increa5erl if the merchants would come for\irard. 
'l'his the Tibetans say they have ordered them to rlo, but 111) to date none have come in. 
The tlxcle in  wool might be improvrcl, and new trades, such as goat's hair and moles, 
~niqllt  be ope~lecl up, mld the traders helped i n  many xraj-s, but I am afraitl I shall not have 
an opportunity on thie visit. 

Tibetun ntztl Chinese nfli13rr.l~' ry)i?riott, nit, tllc! ribol:e.-On sl~ealring to the Cllinese and 
'l'ibetnn oficials on t,hese points, the former agreed that the treaty was not beiug carried 
out in  a proper spirit, and that thcy woulrl report matters to the Amban. The Tibetans 
on the contrary maintained that t,lley hat1 a right to impose what taxe8 they choose at 
I'hari so long as qootls were allowetl to pass Yatong free. They also assert,ed that 
'L'ihetan8 were allowed to come rreely to Yatung. This I have every reason to believe 
is not the case, ii~irl since my arrival no 1nerc1l:lnt's goods belonging t,o Tihetnns from 
I)l~yontl I'llari h a w  come through. The Chinese* officials ttlso say t,llat the Til~etans are 
not allowed to pas6 Phnri, though i~nxious to take their goods dirrct to I<:~limpong or 
1):lrjeeling. The Chinese confrss to not 11c?in~ able io manage t l ~ e  Tibetans, and describe 
tlre inhal)itnnt,s of t , l~e Chnnlbi Valley as most inrhr~lent,  unruly, :und obstructive. The 
C'hnmbi Valley itself produces nothing. 

Tho (:hincse ofici;rls have th ro l~gl~out  treated mc! with the ubnlost courtesy and 
ronside~.:~t.ion, an(l hitre [lone all in their power to help. The T i b e t a ~ ~ s ,  on the other 
I I ; I ~ I ~ ,  11:irc. 11ec.11 m0Rt tli~conrteous ant1 obstructive, ant1 none of their officials called on 
Inc t,ill aft,er I 11;itl bren 11e1.e ne:irly tthree weeks, t.hough they had been asked to do 
so I)y the Chinese otlicialx :tncl Ixul I)een in Rinchingo~lg since t,he ltit.11 of May. Their 
c!xcnse on coming \V:IH t,hat, they 11:ld been ill, mhicll I 1)clieve was untrae. The 
'I'ihc~tans again 11are prevented m y  rrtnrning the official visits of the Chinese, and will 
not allow tiny of my servants (altl~ongh some are Tibetans and have been i n  the habit 
of visiting Chumbi) to visit, Rinchingong to procure footl. The consequence is t,hat all 
provisions hilvc: to be brought from Sikkim. This is naturally very inconvenient, and, 
t o  my t,he lrast of it, not. a very polite way of treating the British representative here. 
I'ro~n what. I can gat.her, tlre Tihrt ;~ns repudiate the treaty and assert that it was 
si,an(?d by the R r i t i ~ h  Government and t.he Chinese, and therefore they have nothing to 
(lo with it .  



Cltinrse n~ctko~~rty.-The Chinese have no authority whatever here. The  Tibetans 
will not obey them, anal the Chiuese are afraid to give an>- orders. China is suzerain 
over Tibet only in  name. This appears to  be partly due to the Chinese Emperor always 
dealing very lenieiltl>- with the Tibetans, and also that the Cliinese have only some 
500 soldiers in  Tiber, ant1 these are wretchedly armetl with old swords, tridents and 
old muzzle-loading fo\\ling-pieces. They nre also without the elements of drill. The 
Chinese tlierefore, though rulers in  name, have no power and can enforce n o  order ;  as 
aq example, the Tibetans \\.ere ordered by the Chinese to evacuate Lingtu, but flatly 
refused to obey the order. This makes negociation here most difficiilt, for though the 
Chinese agree to any proposal, they are quite unable to answer for the Tibetans, and the 
Tibetans, when spoken to, either shelter themselves behind the Chinese, or say they 
have no order to g i ~ e  any iinsmer for Lhassa, and can only report. Thus it  is absolutely 
impossible to get at any one, for he simply puts the blame on some higher authority 
who is not forthcoming. If the Chinese had any real power negotiations would be 
comparatively easy, as there \voulcl only be one power to deal with. 

To quote another instance of {Chinese impotence here. Mr. Taylor, though a Chinese 
offioial, a mandarin of the blue button, and a recipient of the double dragon, and though 
he  wears Chinese clothes on official interviews, is prevented by the Tibetans from returning 
the calls of the other Chinese officials who live at Chelua ; nor can any  of his servants pass 
the Yatung barrier to pnrchase the necessaries of life, which he has to procure from 
either Gnatong 01. Darjeeling. 

The Chinese officials hate the Tihetans, and do not scrnple openly to say so. This, 
I take it, is caused by the knowledge of their impotence, knowing full well that they have 
no real power, thongh to all outward appearance they receive a great deal of respect; the 
Tibetans, for instance, being made to hold a lnwer seaL at  receptions than the Chinese. 

Adt~i.sal~ilit!/ (?fstrctio~zi~rg n Brit ish OJY~CPI, a t  Yut~~ng-At present there is no house 
available for a British Officer, and unless Mr. Taylor can be provided with a house at 
either Ilinchingong or Chema, one will have to be built. This  will take some time, and 
even if commenced at  once, could not possibly be finished under six months. Mr. Taylor 
has drawn out a plan for a house, and this has been sent to the Amban for consideration 
I would be sorry to see any more houses built here at  Yatung, as I consider it mould be 
mere waste of money and an excuse for the Tibetans for not removing the mart to a more 
convenient place in the Chumbi valley. 

I would therefore reco~nmend that no officer be sent here for six months, or till 
such time as Mr. Taylor can consolidate his position and secure a firm footing in the 
valley. This I think he will do very shortly, and it would only probably hamper h i ~ n  
(in his dealings with the Tibe tan~)  if a European were sent here with whom he would 
of necessity have to associate. As soon as Mr. Taylor's position is recognised by the 
Tibetans, i t  will make matters very much easier for any officer deputed by the British 
Government. I wish it to be distinctly understood that I am of opinion that a European 
o5cer  deputed by the British Government to Yatung or such place as the mart may be 
moved to, is necessary. I would only postpone his appointment for a short time to allow 
Tibetan jealousy to subside. For political reasons, I think the appointment shoulcl 
certainly be made, as there are great opportunities for obserration both of Tibet aud 
Bhutan. If the present state of mind of the Tibetans does not change, I would certainly 
recolnmentl a doctor being sent here, as he has infinitely more chance of obtaining the 
good-will of a people who are well known for their jealousy and exclusiveness. On this 
point I will be able to report later on my next visit, probably i n  October. 

Conc lz~s to~!~  come to by me.-The conclusions I have come to are- 
(a.) The Chinese are most friendly and willing to help, but are quite powerlew as 

regards the Tibetans. 
(b . )  That the Chumbi valley people are most hostile and are doing all in their power 

to render the treaty abortive. 
(c.) That the only way to deal with the Tibetan is to force his hand, and this can 

be clone in the present instance by threatening to close the trade route by the 
Jeylap-la and to open up that by the Lachen valley. 

(d.) That the mart at Yatnng has been most badly chosen, and should never have 
been alloxr-ecl to  be in  its present place. It  sho~ilcl be moved down to 
Rinchingong or Chema, where it woulcl command the three routes, viz., 
into Tibet. Bhutan, and British territory vii; .Jeylap. The house for the 
British rt1prcsent;rtive should he at Chema. 

(e.) That :~l)parently under order from Lhassa the free trade clauses of the treaty 
are not carried out. 

I woultl aclvocate ;r letter being written to His Excellency the Amban, pointing out 
the inadequacy of the present positlon of the Yatung mart, ;rnd recommending  it^ 
removal to liinchingong or Chema, and also pointing out the discourteous treatment I h;i\e 
received at  the hands of the Tibetans. 

In conclu~iori I bring to your notice the very great asaisti~nce rendered by hlr. 'raylor. 
He has always been most willing to help and has a l w a y ~  bren indefatigable in translating 
letters ant1 conversations. Moreover all the despatches hetween His Excellency ant1 His 
Excellency the Amban have been translated by liim ; a correct translation of which is 
moat invaluable. 

Rinzing Kazi 11as I~een lily Tibetan Interpreter an11 has, as usual,giveu me every reason 
to be satisfied. The map of Yntung is his work. 



Enclosure 2 in No. 13. 

Letter from W. J. Cuningham, Esq., C.S.I., Secretary to the 
Government of India, Foreign Department, to the Chief Secretary to 
the. Government of Bengal, dated Simh, the 9th Azlgnst, 1894. 

(Extract.) 
I am directed to reply to your letter, dated the 25th June, 

1894, forwarding a report by Mr. J. C. White on his visit 
to Yatung. Mr. White's suggestion that the Jeylep La  should be 
closed is, as you say, inadmissible. I t  is matter for regret that 
entry into the Chumbi Valley should recently have been prohibited; 
but there can apparently be no question that in imposing such a 
prohibition the people of the Chumbi Valley are Strictly within their 
rights. AS long ago as the 7th May, 1892, Mr. Paul  reported: 
"The Tibetans wish i t  to be plainly stated that no British subjects 
will be permitted to travel in any other part  of ~ i b e t  whatever, 
except between Yatung and the frontier, under any   re text." The second 
paragraph of Sir R. Hart's letter to the Commissioner of Customs a t  
Yatung also shows clearly that the dilrect route from the frontier to  
Yatung by Lang-jo and Tachun is the only one which is now held by 
the Chinese to be open. Mr. White gives no detailed account of 
what the existing trade consists in ; he does not state what number 
of traders have as yet visited Yatung from the Sikkim side of the 
frontier, or what steps are being taken to encourage such enter- 
prise ; nor does he precisely explain what Mr. Taylor is doing or 
hopes to effect. I t  would have been usefuI if Mr. White's report 
had touched on the above points; but the figures given for the trade of 
May appear to indicate an increase, or rather a revival, of trade. The 
info1,mation in regard to the levy of duty at Phari and to the obstructive 
ness of the Tibetans is certainly unsatisfactory, but the Regulations only 
lay down that " goods entering Tibet from British India across the Sikkim- 
Tibet frontier, or vice versci, shall be exempt, etc." Phari is a consider- 
able distance from the frontier, and, unless i t  could be sllon~n that the duty 
to wllich Mr. White refers was a special one newly imposed, it appears 
doubtful whether the Government of India. could enter a valid objection. 
I t  has always been recognised that the utmost patience is necessary In 
dealing 1~1th the Tibetans, and having regard to the short time which has 
elapsed since the date fixed for opening the Yatung mart, the Governor- 
General in Council could prefer to make nothing of the nature of a com- 
plaint to the Chinese Government at the present stage. I t  appears that 
Mr. Taylor is doing his utmost to promote trade, and it is desirable to wait 
and see what he is able to effect. Meanwhile, His Honour will doubtless 
direct Mr. White to do what is 1)ossible to encourage traders and to collect 
infolmation as to the actual trade. The Government of India agree with 
the Lientenant-Governor that i t  is inadvisable to post an permanently 
to Yatnng a t  present, and it would therefore seem scarcely necessary as 
Yet to iml~rove or add to the accommodation for the British officer a t  the 
ma*. The Tibetans should under the Regulations construct the rest-house 
at Lang-jo, and perhaps Mr. Taylor may hefore long be able to get this 
done. I am to enclose a letter from His Excellency the Viceroy, to the 
Chinese Resident in Tibet, and to  request that it may be transmitted 
through Mr. White. I t  will be noticed that tile Chinese ResidentJs views 
are invited in regard to the examination of the frontier on the 
ground with a view to preventing encroachments. In  conclusion, I 

to say that a copy of this correspondence will be forwarded to Her 
Britanllic Majesty's Minister a t  Peltin, in order that, if His Excellency 
thinlis it advisable, the attention of the YamCn may be drawn to the obstruc- 
tiveness of the Tibetans. 



A nnesure. 

Letter from His  E.ccellen~y the Viceroy a n d  Governor-Gene~nl of India ,  to H i s  Ercellency 
Kwei Htrlnn, Chinese Imir,erial Commissioner for the Settlement of t?~e Frontier 
Questions betzvr~ll I n d i a  und  Tibet, Chinese Resident i n  Tibet, a n d  Manchu Brigade- 
Gertcral, dated Sirnla, tlte 9th August, 1894. 

I n  your despatch :dated the 18th April, Your Excellency was goocl enough to inform 
me that you had d e p u ~ e d  to Yatung the District Officer of Ching Hisi and the OEcer 
Commanding the troops in  the same district in  order there to meet Mr. J. C. White, the 
Political Oficer for Sikkim, and to consult with him as to arrangements necessary in 
connection with the trade-mart. I n  reports recently received from Mr. White he  speaks 
i n  high terms of the courtesy and consideration with which he was invariably treated 
by  the Chinese officials whom he met at  Yatung, and I desire to offer Your Excellency 
m y  best thanks for the manner in  which Mr. White was, u ~ d e r  Your Excellency's orders, 
received. 

During his stay at Yatung Mr. White was informed that certain places i n  the 
north-east of Sikkim, and within the boundary of Sikkim as laid down in the Convention 
of 1890, had recently bee11 occupied by Tibetan soldiers. Such incidents are not unlikely 
to occur as l3ng as the frontier officials have no practical acquaintance with the actual 
border line, and it  would probably be convenient lo arrange that our frontier officers 
shoulcl meet before long on the border and travel together along the boundary fixed by the 
Convention. I shall be glad to be favoured with Your Excellency's views upon this 
subject. 

I hare been sorry to learn from Mr. White's reports that he is d~vappointed at  the 
existing conditions of trade between Tibet and Siklcim ; i t  would seem that Mr. White is 
of opinion that trade is unduly hampered by the action of tlle Tibetan officials a t  Phari. 
Your Excellency will be interested to hear the views which Mr. White formed ; I am 
confident that traders will, under your directions, be allowed all the freedom and privileges 
permissible under the Regulations, and I hope that before long we may be able to 
congratulate each other on succesvfiil trade development at Yatung. 

Enclosure 3 in No. 13. 

Letter f r o m  H. J. S .  C o t t o n ,  Esq. ,  C . S . I . ,  Chief Secretary t o  the G o v e r n m e n t  
of B e n g a l ,  P o l i t i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t ,  t o  the S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of 
I n d i a ,  F o r e i g n  D e p a r t m e n t ,  d a t e d  D a r j e e l i n g ,  the 26th October, 1894. 

I am directed to submit the accompanying copy of a letter from the 
Cornlnissioner of Rsjshahye, dated the 18th October, 1894, with its 
enol'osur-es, and to  say tha t  the Amban's missive is the reply to His 
Excellency the Viceroy's letter, dated the 9th August, 1894, which was 
received for transmission to the Amban with the letter from the Foreign 
Department, dated the 9th August, 1894. 

2. I am to add that the Lieutenant-Governor concurs in the views 
expressecl by Messrs. Nolan and White on the question of the demarcation 
of the boundary between Sikkim and Tibet. 

Letter fro111 I-'. l h l n n ,  E'sq., (:.A'., Cor~~rni.snior?o~ of the Rr!j.s?~ul~~je Dit~isiort, to tltc Cltirf 
S~~.r.etco.!/ l o  lllo (ht9ernm~'nt of Hl~ngnl, Political D(y~nrtrne?~t, rlnterl Urr.rjeeIi~~g, 
the 1Ytl1 Oclobr~~, 1894. 

I liave the honour to for\vartl a copy of a letter, date11 the lGth instant, flwm tho 
Political Oficer, Siltlti~n, with the originkt1 enclosures, a letter  fro^^^ I l is  Exceller~cy the 
Chinese Re~idel l t  in Tibet to L l i ~  Escellt~ncy the Viceroy, with :i tr:tnsl;~tion. 

2. The Chinese Residrnt having agree11 to tle1)ute  officer^ to arraugr with any o f i c ~ r  
the Government of Inclin may select for the demarcation of tlle 1)ountlary 1)ctwcen Ti l~e t  
and Sikkim, 1 recommen~l that Mr. .J. C:. White be appointed for the pnrl)ose. 

3. The Tihetnll~ objec4 to an English oHiccr entering their country for the l)u~.l)oso of 
demarcation. I think that their ricws in this respect may 11r met. It will I)r ~~ilTicienl to 
erect pillars at the p;rasea, \v111cl1 can hr ;~pproached from t l ~ r  Silrlri111 nille. 



Annexure 2. 

Letter from J. C. White, Esq., Political Oficer, Sikkim, to the Com~nissioner, Idajsllnlrye 
Division, dated Gantok, the lGth October 1894. 

I have the honour to forward a letter, dated the 4th October, 1994, from His Excellency 
the Chinese Resident in Tibet to His Excellency the Viceroy, together with an English 
translation. 

I would point out that this work cannot be carried out during the winter months, the 
earliest date on which the demarcation can be commenced is the 1st May. I would, 
however, solicit early orders as arrangements for carrying u p  provisions, &c., should be 
made during the cold weather. 

Major Li Teng Shan, who has been appointed by the Chinese, I met when at Yatung ; 
he is a most courteous man, and I think the Amban could not have made a better selection. 
I hear privately that Mr. Yee Shan has also been appointed to accompany Major Li. Mr. 
Yee Shan understands Englishand has been taught surveying at Peking. The two Tibetan 
officials are unknown to me and appear to be new officials. 

Annexure 3. 

Trnnalation of a l e t t ~ r  from h i s  Excellency Kwei Hwan,  Chin~se  I m p e ~ i a l  Commissionfr 
~ O T  the Settlem~nt of tlre Frontier Questions between I n d ~ n  a n d  Tibet, Cltinese R ~ s i d e n t  
i n  Tibet, a n d  Mrc?lclr?i Brigade-General, to His  Excellency the E a r l  of Elgin, G.lU.S.I., 
G.C.M.G., G.M.I.E., Vic~roy a n d  Governor-General of India, dated Ll~asa, the 4th 
October 1894. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency's despatch in  which 
Your Excellency informs me that " i n  reports recently received from Mr. White, he speaks 
in  high terms of the courtesy and considerat,ion with which he was invariably treated by 
the Chinese officials whom he  met at  Yatung, and I desire to offer Your Excellency m y  
best thanks for the manner in  which Mr. White was, under Your Excellency's orders, 
received. 

During his stay a t  Yatung Mr. White mas informed that cert.ain places i n  the north- 
east of Sikkim, and within the boundary of Sikkim as laid down in the Convention of 1890, 
had recently been occupiecl by Tibetan soldiers. Such incidents are not unlikely to occur 
as long as the frontier officials have no practical acquaintance wit.h the actual border line, 
and it  mould probably be convenient to arrange that our frontier officers should meet 
before long on the border and travel together along the boundary fixed by the Convention. 
I should be glad to be favoured with Your Excellency's views upon t,his subject." 

Immediately upon receipt of Your Excellency's despatch, I forwarded a translation to  
the Tibetan Collncil of State in order that they might act in  accordance with Your Excel- 
lency's wishes, and 1 have now received a petition in  which they d a t e  that the proposal 
to send officers to define the frontier is one with which i t  is proper to comply. I n  regard, 
however, to Your Excellency's expression " to t,ravel along the boundary," they point out 
that there is no provision in the Convention for t,ravel, and they raise the question whether 
or not, at t,he t,ime of demarcation, it i~ Your Excellency's meaning that the Indian officials 
should confine themselves to defining the front,ier on the Sikkim side, because they are 
unable to agree that they should travel on the Tibetan side of the boundary. 

This appears to me to be reasonable, and I have deputed Major Li Teng Shan, Com- 
manding the troops in the Ching-hsi district, whilst the Tibetan Council of State have 
deputed the Depon (?  General) Sonam Topkye and the Tsonya ( Z  Chief Steward) Tenzing 
Wangpo, to proceed t,o the frontier to meet the officer deputed by Your Excellency, there 
to inspect the border between Sikkim and Tibet as defined by the Convention, and to make 
s careful examination in orclel. that boundary pillars may be erected which shall be for 
evcr respected on either side. 

I have the honour to request t,bat Your Excellency will kindly favour me with a 
communication at an early date, informing me what officer you select for this duty, and 
the date on which he will arrive at the frontier, in  order that I may iustruct Major Li 
Teng Shan and the Tibetan Deputies to proceed at the appointed time for the work of 
demarcation. 

I have the honour to request Your Excellency's kind attention to this despatch. 



Enclosure 4 in No. 13. 

Letter from W. J. Cuningham, Esq., C.S.Z., Secretary to the Government 
of India,  Foreign Department, to the Chief Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, dated Viceroy's Camp, the Gth December, 1894. 

I am directed to forward, for favour of early transmission to the 
Chinese Resident in Tibet, a letter from His  Excellency the Viceroy reply- 
ing to  that  received under cover of your letter, dated the 26th October, 
1894. 

2. I am to enquire whether any escort necessary for the officer deputed 
to take part  in the proposed demarcation can be furnished from the corn- 
pany of military police now being raised for duty a t  Gnatong. Should 
the Lieutenant-Governor have any supplementary proposals to  make in 
connection with the settlement of the frontier line or the manner in which 
the  work is to be carried out, I am to invite their submission with your 
reply. 

3. I f  any extra expenditure is contemplated, I am to ask that  an 
estimate, together with His Honour's recommendations for adjustment of 
the charges, may be furnished a t  an  early date. 

Annexnre. 
Letter frotn H i s  Excellency the E u r l  of Elgin, G.M.S.I., G.C.;II.G., G.N.I.E., Viceroy ond 

Governor-Geneva2 uf Ijztlin, to H i s  Excellency Kwei Hu,cc.n, C h i r ~ e s ~  Imnperial Com- 
missioner for the Settlement qf tlte Fran t ie r  Questions beluqeen Znrliu a n d  Tibet, 
Chinese Rrsirient i n  Tibet, o n d  Mc~nchu B?-igude-General, dutetl Vicerog's Crr,np, 
Drlhi, the 6th December, 1894. 

Owing to the fact of my being on tour on the north-west frontier of Inclia, I have been 
unavoidably prevented from replying earlier to Your Excellency's despatch of the 4th 
October, 1894, for which I now desire to offer you my best thanks. 

I understand from my local officers that t,he earliest date on which the climate will 
admit of a commencement being made in the exanlination of the frontier is the 111t Map 
next, and that it  should be possible to complete the woi-k satisfactorily during next 
summer, if a start is made at  any time between that date and the 1st July. I shall be 
glad if Yolir Excellency will inform m e  on what date within the above period it  will be 
most convenient for your officers to conimence operations ; and if you will name the point 
pu the frontier a t  which your officers will be prepared to meet my representative, I shall 
then cause t,lie necessary orders to be issued in accordarice with Your Excellency's wishes. 
My official8 will he strictly enjoincd not to tri~vel on the Tibetan side of the boundary. 
It will be sufficient, as far as my Govermnerit are concerned if demarcation pillars are 
erected :it the passes which can be approached from the Sikkim side. 

I propose to select Mr. White, the Political Officer for Silckim, for the duty in question. 

I wish to taltu this opportunity of informing your I<xcellency that it  has rocentlr 
been reported to me that a duty of 10 per cent. a d  ~~rtlot.etn is now levied at Phari on all 
goods ~ a ~ ~ i ' l g  thro~igh that plat?, whether exports or imports. 1 sh:~ll be obliged if Yollr 
Excellency will cause any necesflary inquiry to be made into t.he matter, ancl I am 
confident that you will not pern~i t  any action contrary t,o thc trade regulnt,iona. 

Enclosure 5 in No. 13. 

Translation of a letter from His Excellency Kwei Hu:an, C'hinese Imperial 
Commissioner for the Settlement of the Frontier Questions between 
India and Tibet, Chinese Resident in Tibet, and ~llanc?~,zi Ul igad~-  
General, to His Excellency th,e Right Honourable the Ear l  of Elgin 
and Kincardine, P.C., G.M.S.I., G.M.Z.E., Vicei~oy and Governor- 
General of India, dated Lhasa, the 13th .Janziary, 1895, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency's 
despatch on the subject of the examination of the Sikkim-Tibet frontier, 
in which Your Excellency suggests that, if  a comrnellcement be made at 



any date between the 1st May and the 1st July, i t  should be possible to  
complete the worli during the summer. Your Bxcellency also desires me 
to inform you a t  what point on the frontier i t  will be convenient for our 
officers to meet and begin operations. 

I n  a previous despatch (dated Lhasa, 4th October, 1894) I had the  
honour to inform l o u r  Excellency that  I had deputed the Officer Command- 
ing the troops in Llle Ching-hsi district, Major L i  Teng Shan, to act on the 
Frontier Commission; but this officer having lately fallen sick and died, 
I have ordered his newly-appointed successor, Major Tu  Hsi-hsiin, to take 
his place on the Commission as my representative. 

Immediately upon receipt of Your Excellency's despatch, I sent orders 
to my representative, and to the Tibetan officers appointed by the Tibetan 
Council of State, to hold themselves in readiness to commence work a t  the 
time suggested by Your Excellency. As regards the place of meeting, 1 
would suggest that  our respective officers should come together a t  Yatung, 
where they can decide upon the best place for beginning operations, and 
where the three parties (Indian, Chinese, and Tibetan) can agree upon a 
date for starting together on the work of demarcation. 

I have the honour to request that  Your Excellency will send instruc- 
tions to this effect to your officer. I am forwarding to the Tibetan Council 
of State a translation of this despatch, to which I trust Your Excellency 
will give your kind attention. 

Enclosure 6 in No. 13. 

Letter from His Excellency t l ~ e  Vicel.o?y and Governor-Genera,l of India, 
to His Excellrncy Kwci Hwan,  Chinese In~per ia l  C'om~nissione~ for 
the Settlement of the Frontier Questions between India  and Tibet, 
Cltinese Resident in Tibet, and Manchu B~.igacle-General, dated Fort 
Willialr~, the 20th February, 1895. 

I am much obliged for Your Excellency's despatch of the 13th January,  
1895, on the subject of the joint examination of the Sikltim-Tibet frontier. . 

I n  accordance with Your Excellency's suggestion, I have caused Mr. 
White to t ~ e  instructed to proceed to Yatung, there to confer with Your 
Excellency's representatives as to the best time and place for commencing 
work. 

Enclosure 7 in No. 13. 

Letter f r o ~ n  H. J. S.  C'otton, Esq., C.S.I., C l~ i r f  Scclsetnry to the Govern- 
ment of Brngnl to t h c  Sccrrtory to the Governarmt of I d i a ,  Foreign 
D e p a r t ~ ~ ~ c ~ z t ,  (luted Ilcc~~jreling, tlw 14th Alny, 1895. 

I am tlirectrd to sul)nlit, for the information of the Governlnent of 
India, the accoml~anying copy of a letter, dated the 3rd May, 1895, 
from the Political Oficer, Siltliim, reporting his departure from Guntok 
en route for Gnntong with n portion of the escort supplied by the 4th Bengal 
Infantry under Captain P~.essy, and with Dr. Ewens, as Medical Officer, 
to commence the demarcation of the boundary between Sikkim and Tibet. 



Annesure. 

Letter from J. C. White, E-sq., Political Oficer, Silrlrim, to the C1om)nissioner of Rajshahi, 
dated Ari, the 3rd l%lny, 1895. 

I have the honour to report that I left Guntok on the 1st May en route for Gnatong to 
commence t.he demarcation of the Sikkim-Tibet frontier. 

I was accompanied by 19 men and two non-commissioned officers of the 4th Rengl 
Infantry as escort, commanded by Captain Pressy. The remainder of the escort will join 
me on the completion of that portion of the boundary between Gipmochi and the Chola 
Pass, i.e., before going up the Lachung Valley. 

Dr. Ewens, I.M.S., accompanied the mission as Medical Officer. 

Enclosure 8 in No. 13. 

Letter from H .  J. S. Cotton, Esq.,  C.S.I., Chief Secretary to the Gozrern- 
ment of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Government of India,  Foreign 
Department, dated Darjeeling, the 20th May, 1895. 

With reference to the correspondence ending with my letter, 
dated the 14th May, 1895, regarding the demarcation of the 
boundary between Sikkim and Tibet, I am directed to submit, for the 
information of the Government of India, the accompanying copy of a letter 
from the  Political Officer, Sikkim, dated the 11th May, 1895, with 
i t s  enclosure, from which i t  will be seen that  the Chinese representative, 
Major Tu Hsi-hsun, has not yet been able to join Mr. White owing to the 
dihculty of obtaining the necessary transport. I n  a subsequent commu- 
nication, Mr. White has reported his intention of proceeding to the Jeylap 
Pass in order to  meet Major Tu  and ascertain what the real facts are, and 
what prospects there are  of the latter's joining the Delimitation Commis- 
sion, and while this letter is being written the following telegram has been 
received from him, dated 19th May :-"Met Major Tu  yesterday, who 
asked for more delay which I refused, having been kept waiting 10 days. 
Fixed site pillar Jeylap. Finally agreed to meet me Dokala, 1st June. 
Erecting pillar Donchuk L a  in interval, to be inspected later by Chinese 
if necessary. No Tibetans came. Amban writes for more delay. Have 
answered work commenced, his letter received too late. Agree to  your 
proposal to  proceed demarcation eastern frontier alone if Chinese propose 
further delay. No further delay should be granted: they have had five 
years to settle with Tibetans since treaty was signed." 

2. The failure of the Chinese representative to keep his engagement 
with Mr. White is most unsatisfactory, as prolonged detention in camp in 
inclement altitudes is highly inconvenient to Mr. White and his party, and 
especially to the sepoys and camp followers who form his escort. The 
Lieutenant-Governor would accordingly recommend that, in the event of 
the inability of the Chinese and Tibetan delegates to join Mr. White's 
party a t  once, he should be authorized to proceed with his own men alone 
to lay down the boundary and set up pillars on the passes along the eastern 
frontier (Chola, Doka La,  Nathula, Pomberingo, &c.), where no dispute 
is known to exist. By the time Mr. White will have finished this work, the 
Government will be in a better position to know what the Chinese and 
Tibetans really intend to do and to decide whether he should not also be 
allowed to proceed alone with the demarcation of the portions of the 
boundary which are in dispute, e.g., a t  the heads of the Lachen and 
Lachung Valleys, and to erect pillars on the several passes there, turning 
out the Tibetan posts by force if necessary, should he find they are on this 
side of the watershed. Mr. U'hite has a trained surveyor with him and 
a set of mathematical instruments, and is quite competent to take the neces- 
sary observations himself and to prepare a map of the boundary of such a 
character as will satisfy the Chinese Government of the equity of his 
delimitation, a t  any rate in the parts where no dispute is known to exist. 

3. The favour of very early orders is solicited. 



Annexure 1. 

Letter from J. C. Wl~ite, EST., Political ODcer, r)'ilclcirn, to t l ~ e  Co~n~niuuioner, Rajshahi, 
dated Camp Bidu7zgar~dsh(,, the 11th Mug, 1895. 

I have the honour to forward copy of a letter from Mr. Taylor, written at  the request 
of Major Tu. This letter only strengthens my opirlion that  the Chinese have very little 
power in  Tibet. His report and acknowledgment of his inability to obtain the necessary 
transport is a strange admission for a power like China. 

The refusal of the headmen of C h u ~ n b i  to supply transport is confirmed through 
other sources. 

Letter from F. B. Ta,t/lo~,, E'sq., Co~ui~nissionnr of Customs, to J. C. White, Esq., Politicu2 
Oflce~., Silrlci~n. Dated Yahng,  t l ~  9th * lhy ,  1895. 

I am requested by Major T u  Hsi-hsan to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch 
of 8th May, which arrived while he was visiting me. The Lamas are obstinate in  
their refusal to supply transport, and Major T u  has laid his ditficulties before the Amban. 
H e  is much disturbed at his failure to keep his appoint~ne~lt  with yon, i ~ n d  begs yo11 will 
accept his apologies, and believe that he will do all in  his power to make the delay as 
short as possible. Major Tu's card is enclosed. 

Enclosure 9 in No. 13. 

Letter from H. J. S. Cotton, E'sq., C.S.Z., Chief Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Rengal, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Department, dated Da~*jeeling, the 24th Illay, 1895. 

I n  continuation of my letter, dated the 20th May, 1895, 
on the subject of the Sikkim Boundary Mission, I am directed to submit 
a copy of a report, dated the 22nd May, 1895, with its enclo- 
sures, from the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division, and to say that  the 
Lieutenant-Governor has already recommended to the Government of India  
that Mr. White should be authorised to proceed with the delimitation in 
the absence of the Chinese and Tibetan delegates i f  they are unable to 
attend. 

Letler.J~fr.or~i I', Nolan, Ihq., C.I~'., C?otn~r~issio~trr, of Ra/shrr.l~i, to tire Cl/;cf fj'ecretc61.y to the 
G O U C ~ ~ I ) L C I I ~  (?f13e1t,grtl, tltcleri l)a~$,r,/i~lg, the 22nd Mccg, 1895. 

I have the honour to forward a coljy of a letter fro111 hIr. White, Political Agellt 
in Sikkim, dated the l!lth May, 1895, with its enclosure, ;L copy oC a letter from 
His Excellency the Amban. Prom this communication it irppears that the Tibetan 
delegates have not attended at the frontier dam:lrcntion, that the Chinese h ~ v e  only visited 
Jeylap I 'AR~, which can be easily reachrd without l(3nvirlg Tibet, and that the Amban has 
recl~~estetl that the work be postponetl until he can allay the  suspicion entertained by the 
Lamas of the three great monasteries. H e  doen not indicate what time shoulcl be allowed 
for this process, and I apprehend that its dur'ltion mould be indefinite. Mr. White 
properly urged the necessity of a d h ~ r i n g  to the programme fixed by mutual conseut, and 
eventually the Chinese delegates %reed to meet him at  thc~ llolta La Pass on the 
1st of .Tune. 

2. If t.he Chinese represeut.at.ivrs att,end on that. (lay, it will be easy to proceed with 
the work, t?ven in the probable absence of those from Tibet. n u t  it  seems desirable to instruct Mr. Whitc ils to the courae to be pursued, in  case the Chillese also fail to appear, 
as they did at  Donchuk La. .it Doka La no diapute exists, the real difficulty will be 



felt  when Donkhya is approached. There the Tibetans have occupied a considerable area 
of pasture land on the west of the watershed, which is the bocndary, according to the 
Convention of 1890, with China. The etf'ect of erecting pillars there will be to transfer 
the texritory in  question from Tibet to Sikkim. The question arises whether, if he is not 
met from the other side, Mr. White should proceed with this work by himself as he did 
at Donchuk Ln, sending a report of his action for the a l ) l~ova l  of his associates from 
China and Tibet. I t  must be admitted that this involves sonle d:tnger of the subsequent 
destrnction of the pillars, and of the re-occuption of the debatable land by Tibetan 
soldiers. I am, however, of opinion that, if no actual opposition be offered, this risk 
should be incurred, There can hardly be any real doubt as to the proper position of the 
pillars according to the Convention, nor would any question of this nature be of im- 
portance, the land being pasture, uninhabitable in  winter. The opposition of the Lamm 
is not connected with any difference of opinion as to  where the treaty boundary lies, but 
on reluctance to accept the treaty itself. This being understood, less importance attaches 
to the actual preseuce of the Chinese delegates, desirable as it  doubtless is. Even should 
they absent themselves, the fact that they have agreed to attend, and that. pillars should be 
erected accorcling to a natural boundary easily identified, presents a n  opportunity for 
enforcing the Convention, which is not likely to recur. 

te l ler  frotn Jolut C. White, E,s:,.'I., Po/iticul Oficela, Silclri?n, to tlie Cottlmissio?~er, Ra js l~a l~ i ,  
(/cited C'c~?rtp Koplen, the 19th -ldu?/, 1895. 

I have the honour to report that I met the Chinese Co~nmission, vix., Major Tu, 
Mr. Yea and Mr. Chang on the Jeylap yesterday. We fixed the s ~ t e  for a pillar, and I am 
now erecting it. The  Chinese asked for more delay which I said I was unable to grant, 
as I had already waited 10 days beyond the appointed time, and eventually they consented 
to meet me at the Doka La, on 1st June,  the pillar a t  the Donchukla to be erected by me in 
the interval and inspected by them. The  Tibetan delegates did not come. 

I subsequently received a letter from His  Excellency t,he Amban, copy of which I 
enclose along with my answer. 

Annesure 3. 

Letter ft-on1 H i s  I~xrello~c!/ Ic lroi~ Hicurt, Chinese Hesitlettt i n  I'rhrt, to .Jol~rt C. White, Esq., 
IJolilicr~I Oflct.?., ~Yikkim, r/cilrrl Lhosn, the 14th -WCIIJ, 1895. 

With reference to the examination of the Sikkim-Tibet frontier, I had the honour to 
receive a despatch from His Excellency 1,ord Elgin from which I learned with much 
pleasure that you had been deputed 1)y Hie Ir!xcellency to demarcate the boundary. A 
date for beginning the work having been tlecicled upon, it  is of course proper that a 
commencement should be made on that day, and I have already received the consent of 
the Tibetan Council of State to that end. Hut the Lamas of the three great monasterie~ 
are still full of snopicion, and are p re~s ing  certain matter8 upon me which makes it 
necessary for me to further enlighten them. Under the circumstances I am compelled to 
request that you will kiudly postpone colnmrncing work for a tirne, i n  order to avoid 
trouble ou this point. Requesting your kind attention to the despatch, &c. 

Letter f~~otr i  Jol~tr f.?. l i ~ ' f ~ i t ~ ,  b;.v/., PoIiIi~<t/ (?flicer, ~Sih/rittr, to rIi.< J ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ / r r t t : , t /  Kfuic Htimuti 
Cliitteso Re.sir/(~rzt i l l .  Tibet, r/rtlrcl C:/~r)ip I \ p ~ ~ p l ~ ~ t ,  I/te l!)t/~ illn!/, 1895. 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of Your Excellency's despatch, dated the 
14th May, 1895. 

I regret Yonr Excellency's letter arrived too late, as the work on the demarcation bad 
commenced before its receipt. 



, , Enclosure 10 in No. 13. 

From the Foreign Secretary, Simla, to the Chief Secretary, Bengal 
Government, Darjeeling, dnted the 30th iMay, 1895. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your letter, May 21th, and connected correspondence. I n  
view of what was said in Viceroy's letter to Chinese Resident, 
dated December 6th, 1892, and of facts that  demarcation was not provided 
for in treaty, and that  no serious practical inconvenience has apparently 
arisen through frontier being undemarcated, the Government of India  
think i t  preferable that  White should not proceed alone beyond the Doka 
La. I f  the Chinese delegates fail to meet White a t  Doka La  on or about 
1st June, he should write to Chinese Resident explaining that he proceeded 
so fa r  under arrangement made with Chinese a t  Jeylap L a  on May 18th, 
but that  as they have not joined him lie will now return to  Gantok. H e  
might ask Chinese Resident to reply early, stating whether work can be 
jointly proceeded with this season, and giving latest date for recommence- 
ment, if demarcation as fa r  as necessary 1s to  be conipleted this year. 

Enclosure 11 in No. 13. 

From the Chief Secretary, Rengal Government, Darjeeling, to the Foreign 
Secretary, Sirnla, dated the 5th June, 1895. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Political Oficer, Silikim, wires Gnstong, 4 t h :  "The pillar 
on Jeylap, site of which was fixed in presence of Chinese, has been 
demolished by Tibetans and number of pillar on stoneware slab removed." 
Mr. White will be told to identify offenders. Lieutenant-Governor 
trusts the Government of India will bring influence to bear on Amban to 
investigate and punish authors of outrage. 

Enclosure 12 in No. 13. 

Front the Foreign Secretary, Simla, to the Chief Secretory, Rengn2 
Gover,nnre~tt, Dnrjeeli~tq, c l a t ~ d  tJr,e 5th June,  1895. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Your telegram of 5th June. I s  the destruction of the pillar 

on the Jeylap thought to be work of ignorant comrnon people or 
to have been incited by Tibetail oficials? 'l'he military authorities are 
asking what is to I)e done now about the garrison a t  Gnatong. Does His  
1 ~ 0 1 1 0 ~ 1 ~  consider i t  desirable in view of p l ~ s e n t  attitude of Tibetans to  
reinforce the outposts a t  Gantok and Gnatong, 01- to postpone withdrawal 
of detachment 131~it~isl~ troops from Gnatong '! Does His Honour see any 
indications of actively hostile spirit in Tihetans? Is  White returning 
to Gantok ? 

Enclosure 13 in No. 13. 

Pron, the Chip J S ~ c r ~ t n r y .  Rengnl Gol~ernncrnt, Dar j~el ing,  to t h e  Foreign 
Sco-rtnry, SimEa, dcrtcd the 7 t h  ,lune, 1895. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Following message, dated 6th June,  received from Mr. White :- 

" L)cstruction pillar Jeylap has certainly been caused by action of 
Tibetan officials in refusing to meet me. I f  Government demands imme- 
diate and amfile apology for outrage on Jeylap and insists on demarcation 
being carried out as arranged, there will be no necessity for reinforcing 



Cantok and Gnatong; but European troops now a t  Gnatong should 
remain till demarcation completed. The return of the Mission to Gantok 
would I consider, a t  the present state of affairs, not only add to the 
difhculty of completing demarcation, but encourage Tibetans in their 
present hostile attitude." The L'ieutena,nt-Governor agrees with Mr. 
White and trusts that  the Amban has already been addressed in regard 
to the out,rage on the Jeylap. 

Enclosure 14 in No. 13. 

F ~ o m  the Foreign Secretary, Simla, to the Chief Secretary, Bengal 
Gove~snment, Darjeeling, dated the 10th Jzine, 1895. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your telegram, June  7th. Governor-General in Council is not pre- 
pared upon present information to insist upon early completion of de- 
marcation or to make any peremptory demand upon Chinese Resident, for 
whose difficulties with Tibetans allowances must be made. 

Please see my telegram, May 30th. It is understood Chinese 
have not met White a t  Doka La, and unless there is reason to anticipate 
that  his retiring would encourage Tibetans to  violate the border, he should 
return to  Gantok forthwith, or a t  any rate withdraw a t  once from the 
immediate neighbourhood of the border, writing to Chinese Resident as 
directed in that  telegram. His letter should not impute to Chinese any 
blame or responsibility for destruction of Jeylap L a  pillar, but assume 
if any mention of the incident is made, tha t  the Ambnn will be as sorry 
to hear of it as Mr. White himself was and should not go beyond instruc- 
tions given in that  telegram. A letter from the Viceroy to the Chinese 
Resident explaining the orders issued and views held by the Government 
of India will be forwarded through you immediately. 

British detachment will remain a t  Gnatong for the present. 

Enclosiire 15 in No. 13. 

From t h ~  rlhiej S~rre tc~ry ,  Bengal Government, Darje~ling,  to thp Foreign 
S~cretury ,  Simla, dater1 the 12th d n n ~ ,  1895. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Following two telegrams received from White :-" Camp Kophu, 

11th June.  Taylor writes Yatang, 10th J u n e :  he is expecting 
daily telegram Peking, on receipt of which orders will be given Major Tu. 
This expected telegram is in answer to  one which arrived Peking 20th 
May; shall I awalt arrival of this telegram. Wire reply." Second :- 
"Camp Kophu, 11th June. Pillar on Donchuk L a  has been wilfully 
damaged, top broken off, number not taken away. This is unfrequented 
pass, and outrage mirc;t he deli7)erate." Following telegram sent to White 
to-day :-" Your tclegram of ycstertlny. Yon can w a ~ t  quietly for a few 
days, but shoulrl attempt n n  lllore clernarcation." 

Enclosure 16 in No. 13. 

Jetter from W .  J .  Cuningham, Esq.,  ( ' .S.I . ,  Sccr~tary  to the Government 
of India, Foreign Department, to the (,'/lief Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, dated Simla, the 13th June, 1895. 

I n  continuation of the correspondence ending with my telegram, 
dated the 10th June, 1895, I am directed to forward, for early 
transmission to the Chinese Itesident in Tibet, a letter from His Excellency 



the Viceroy, copy of which is enclosed for the information of His  Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor. 

2. Th.e Governor-General in Council always desires to follow the 
advice of a Local Government and to support the local officers, but regrets 
his inabilit to entixely adopt the Lieutenant-Governor's opinion on this 
occasion. *he present Chinese Resident in Tibet has hitherto displayed 
a friendly spiri t  in his communications and dealings with the Government 
of India, and the Governor-General in Council, whose views have been 
explained to you in the above quoted telegram, considers i t  very important 
to adopt a pacific tone in writing to the Resident; and to avoid any assump- 
tion that the destruction of the pillar on the Jeylap L a  was actually 
ordered by Tibetan officials or that  the Resident is able to control 
the Tibetans on the remote border of Sikkim. Meantime, it  is desirable 
that our local officers should not adopt any action on the border which 
might increase the Resident's difficulties. 

Annexure. 

Letter fvom the Vicp~oy and Goz)e~-tto~-G~nel'al of India, to Eis Excello~~cy Aitai H/ ian ,  
Cl~incse I ~ , q , e ~ i a l  Comnzissiot~o. for t l~c Settlement of ths, Ft-ontiel. Q,~r?stio~la bettceeta 
India and Tibet, Clri,rese Resident in Tibet, and X n n c h i ~  Brigccd~,-Geire~nI, dtrted 
Simlu, the 13th Jtrn/,, 1895. 

I have very recent11 received a copy of the despatch which Your Excellencj- addressed 
on the 14th May last to Mr. White, the Political Officer for Sikkim, in which you requested 
Mr. White to postpone for a time the work of demarcation in order that you might give 
certain explanations to the Lamas of the three great mouasteries. 

I noticed with satisfaction that the Tibetan Council of State had assented to the 
arrangemellts made for commencing the demarcation of the boundary. 

Before Your Excellency's despatch reacl~ed Mr. White, he itad been met on the .Jeylap 
La by Major Tu and Messrs. Yea and Chang, in conjunction with whom he fixed the site 
for a boundary pillar on that pass. I t  mas arranged that Your Excellency's representative8 
should meet Mr. White again on the 1st June  at  the Doka La, and that meanwhile he 
should erect a pillar on the Donchuk La, which Major Tu and his colleagues would 
subsequently inspect. 

Under these circumsta~~ces Mr. White informed Tour Excellency that work on the 
demarcation had com~nenced before the receipt of your despatch. 

U1)on being informetl of the stitte of affairs, I caused RIr. White to be instructed that, 
if Your Excellency's deleg,~tes failed for any reason to meet him at  the Doka La on or 
about the 1st June, he would write to Pour  ~ x c e l l e n c y  explaining that he had proceeded 
to that point under the arrangement made with Major Tu at the Jeylap La on the 18th 
May ; but would nowreturn to Gantok. Mr. White was also authorised to inform Your 
Excellency of the latest date 1,). which domarcation should be recommenced if it was to be 
completed this year, and to invite Your Excellency to advise him as early as possible 
whether the work could be jointly proceeded \vith this season. 

I have read in a subsequent report received from Mr. White that the pillar which he 
erected at the Jeylap La has been demolishetl by Tibetans. Should this information be 
correct, I am surc that Pollr Excellency will have received it  \\,it11 regret. RIr. White I ~ a s  
now been ordered, pending the receipt of further communications from Your Excellency 
or yonr delegates, to retire from the immediate neigl~bourllood of the border, unless he 
sees reason to anticipate that his withdrawal might encoorage any turbulel~t  or ~ ~ ~ i s c h i e v o u s  
spirits among the Tibetans to attempt to violate the frontier. 

This, however, I h o l ~ e  and believe to be iln unlikely coritinget~cy ; and I have every 
confidence that Your Excellency will issue suitable orders to yonr border otlicials. 

I  hall await with interest any comn~unication Your Excellency may have to ~ n a k e  
in regard to the co~npletion of the tlrmarcation. No doubt Your Excellel~cy will agree 
with me that, when once the work of demarcating the boundat-y has beeu ktken in lI.rnd, 
i t  ie desirable to carry it  to rill  early conclusion. 

1 am, &c., 

(Sd.) ELGIN, 

Viceroy and Governor-General of India. 



Enclosure 17 in No. 13. 

From the Chief Secretary, Benpal Government, Darjeeling, to the Foreign 
Secretary, Simla, dated the 15th Jzlne, 1895. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Political Officer, Sikkim, wires :-" Cainp Yenkongtong, 15th June. 
Telegram received Peking from Tsungli Y a m h  to Amban, forwarded 
through Taylor, ordering Amban to insist on Tibetan Commissioners pro- 
ceeding with demarcation. This message was forwarded by express courier 
14th to Lhasa." Lieutenant-Governor desires to knovr1 if  Government of 
India  ,approve of the  order to  White to stand fast at Kophu, or 
wherever he is in a suita.ble camp near the border till we see if any obedience 
is paid to  this messa.ge. 

Enclosure 18 in No. 13. 

From the Chief Secretary, Bengal Government, Darjeeling, to the Foreign 
Secretary, Simla, dated the 17th June, 1895. 

(Telegraphic.) 
White telegraphs : -" Camp Yenkongtong, 16th June. Received 

letter from I?. Depon through Taylor. expressing wish of Tibetan 
Commissi,oners to meet me Yatung. Am of opinion i t  might do good to 
see them and explain matters to them. T a y l o ~  reports they are very anxious 
to see me." Following telegram sent to White to-day :-" The Lieutenant- 
Governor approves of your proposal to visit Yatung and confer with Tibetan 
Commissioners." 

Enclosure 19 in No. 13. 

From the Foreign S~c i~e tary ,  Simla, to the Chief Secretary, Bengal 
Gave/-nment, Darjeeling, dated t h ~  17th J u n ~ ,  1895. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Your telegram, June 15th. Government of India approve of White 

waiting result of Peking telegram. Your June  17th. Proposed meeting 
between White and Tibetan Commissioners is satisfactory. 

No. 14. 
Letter from the Govcrnm~nt of India, i n  the Foreign Department, 

to the Right Honouiuhle Lord G'eorgc. F. Hn.rr~ilton, Her Majesty's 
Secretary o f   stat^ for India, clnt~d Sin~ta,  the 3rd September, 
1895. (Rec~ived the 23rd Sr!ptember, 1895.) 

Our Despatch, dated the 25th Jane,  1895, informed Her Majesty's 
Government of the position of affairs on the Sikkim-Tibet border. 
We have since been in further correspondence with Sir  Nicholas O'Conor, 
and on the 10th August instructions were issued that our demarcation party 
should break up and that Mr. White should return to  Gantok. 

2. The Chinese Resident in Tibet suggested postponement of de- 
marcation until after five years from the date on which the Trade Regu- 
lations attached to the Convention of 1890 ca.me into force. His  Excel- 
lency the Viceroy has declared his inability to seriously discuss such a 



suggestion and has communicated to the Chinese Resident a hope tha t  
nothing will prevent the work being carried out amicably next year. 

3. Copies of the correspondence are enclosed, and a comparative 
statement of the returns of trade with Tibet during the past ten years is 
appended for ready reference. A copy of this despatch, with enclosures, 
will be transmitted to Sir  Nicholas O'Conor for information. 

We have, &c., 

(Signed) ELGIN.  
G. S. WHITE.  
A. E. MILLER. 
H. BRACKENBURY 
J. WESTLAND. 
A. MACKENZIE. 
A. C. TREVOR. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 14. 

Letter from Sir  N. R. O'Conor, K.C.B., C.A4.G., Her Britannic Majesty's 
Minister a t  Peking, to His Excellency the Ear l  of Elgin, G.M.S.I., &c., 
dated Peking, the 20th May, 1895. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to  inform Your Excellency that  a t  a n  interview at 
the Tsungli Yam6n on the 18th instant, the Minister present referred to 
the delimitation of the Sikkim-Tibet front.ier, and informed me tha t  the 
Yam6n had heard that  the Tibetans were preventing the Chinese oficer 
appointed to take par t  in the delimitation from reaching the frontier. 
The Yamen intended telegraphing through the Inspector-General of 
Customs t o  the Chinese Resident in Tibet, instructing him to  take steps to 
remove this opposition. I said I hoped the  steps taken would prove 
effectual. Should I hear from Your Excellency that  the Yamen's 
present instructions have remained without effect, I shall be prepared to  
bring pressure to bear and to tell them that  K'uei should be removed if he 
is unable to carry out his orders. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 14. 

F ~ o m  Sir  Nicholas O'Conor, K.C.B., C.M.G., Peking, to His Excellency 
t h  Viceroy, Simla, dated the 16th July, 1895. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Delimitation of the Sikkirn-Tibet frontier. The Chinese Government 
request that the Commission may proceed slowly in order to allow time for 
the Tibetan Comlnissioners to arrive. They allege strong opposition on 
the part  of the Tibetans. 

Enclosllre 3 in No. 14. 

From His ExcaNency thp I'ic~roy, SimIn, to Her Britannic Majesty's 
,lliwister, Pel,in(r, dated tke 20th July, 1895. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Your telegram, dated the lGth July, 1895, regarding the Sikkim-Tibet 

border. Please see our despatch to the Secretary of State, a copy of which 
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was forwarded to you on the 1st July. We have no wish to hasten matters 
and stopped work early in June. 

Enclosure 4 in No. 14. 

Letter from H. J. S. Cotton, Esq., C.S.I., Chief Secretary to 
the Governnlent of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Goveinnment of India, 
dated Calcutta, the 22nd July,  1895. 

(Extract.) 

I am directed to submit the following report on the subject of the 
delimitation of the Sikkim frontier. I n  your telegram of the 10th 
July  i t  was stated tha t  i t  was left t~ the Lieutenant-Governor's 
discretion to decide whether Mr. White should await a reply from the 
Amban in his camp at Yenkongteng or a t  Guntok or Gnatong. 
Before, however, orders could be passed telegrams were received from 
Mr. White dated 11th July, announcing that  the numbered slabs 
fixed in both the pillars a t  Donchukla and Dokola had been taken, and 
tha t  the pillars were partially destroyed; and in a telegram dated 13th 
July  he stated that  the destruction of the pillars was most probably the 
work of three Lamas sent from Lhasa to watch the proceedings of the 
Tibetan Commissioners a t  Yatung. On the 13th July  Mr.  White further 
telegraphed that  he had received the reply from the Amban for the Viceroy, 
in which i t  was proposed that  the demarcation should be postponed for 
four years, or nntil the Trade Regulations were again revised. Mr. White 
reported that  he considered i t  advisable that  he should remain in camp 
until a final decision should be arrived a t  on the information then received. 
I am now directed to  submit, for the information and orders of the 
Government of India, a copy of a letter from the Commissioner of Rajshahi, 
dated 9th July, 1895. with its enclosure from Mr.  White, re- 
porting on the situation and on the attitude of the Chinese and Tibetan 
authorit~es,  a copy of his letter, dated 14th July, 1895, in ~vhicli he 
proposes that  Mr. White's camp sholild break up and that  he sholllcl return 
to his ordinary duties in Sikkim, and also of his letter, dated 
15th July, 1595, with which is forwarded the Amhan's reply to His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy with a translation thereof. Sir  Charles Elliott 
considers that  i t  is useless for the Commission to remain indefinitely 
a t  Yenkongteng. The Sikkim State can no longer endure the ex- 
pense involved. Brit i t  is impossible to disguise the fact that a 
return to Guntok practically means the abandonment of the demarcation. 
There is reason to suppose that  the authorities in Pekin are anxious that 
the delimitation should continue without delay, but i t  is plain that  the 
Amban a t  Lhasa is unable to give effect to the wishes of his Government 
in consequence of the opposition manifested by the Lamas who exercise 
the real authority in Tibet. Affairs are thus hrought to a deadlock, which 
can only he solved in one of three ways : we may ahandon the demarcation 
altogether, 01- we rnay carry i t  on without the co-operation or presence of 
Chinese or Tihetans, or we may use strong measures to cornpel the co- 
operation of the latter or to punish their abstention. I f  the Govern- 
ment of India adhere to the views expressed in your letter, dated 
13th June,  there appears to  he no coilrse open hut the with- 
drawal of the Commission. But the Lieutenant-Governor directs 
me to observe that  the contemplated ahandonment of the delimitation and 
the return of the Commission to Gllntok will undouhtedlv cause a loss of 
prestige, will be looked on by the Tibetans as a rehuff to British authority, 
and will encourage them in high-handed acts and demands and possibly 
outrages. His Honour does not actiially anticipate any raids on our terri- 
tory or seizure of British subjects or Sikkim people, but he thinks that 



s~ .. events are not very unlikely to occur. If the British Government had 
only to deal with Tibet, Sir  Charles Elliott has no doubt that  the wisest 
pollcy would be to give them warning that  unless they a t  once made arrange- 
ments to w-operate in the work of delimitation i t  would be done without 
them, and that  unless they appointed a ruler on their slde who could protect 
Llie pillars set up, the British Government would march in and hold the 
Chumbi Valley in pawn either temporarily or permanently. Such a 
blusque and high-handed line of conduct is the only one that  frontier tribes 
who have reached the stage of civilisation of the Tibetans can understand. 
But the affair is complicated by the relations of Government with China 
and our desire to uphold the feeble and tottering authority of the Chinese 
In Lhasa, the result of which is that  the people who are in real power 
are not those we deal with, and that the people we deal with have no powers 
to carry out their engagements with us. I n  these circumstances Sir  Charles 
Elliott would advocate such negociations with the Tsungli Yam6n as would 
leave the British Government free to march in and hold the Chumbi Valley 
with their consent and without any detriment to the Chinese suzerainty, 
but with the object of assisting them to establish their authority more 
firlnly a t  Lhasa. At  any rate the Lieutenant-Governor thinks that  we 
ouoht in a firm but friendly way to intimate to the Pekin Government that  
eitRer they must get their orders carried out, or we must. Nothing has 
been exacted as the fruit of the British victories a t  Lingtu and on the 
Jevlap, not even compensation for the cost of the campaign, and in H i s  
Hono~lr's opinion we should now hegin to insist that we will protect our 
own interests if China cannot carry out its engagements. Meanwhile, 
pending the receipt of the orders of the Government of India on this 
representation, Mr. White has not been directed to break up his party 
and to return to Gantok. 

-Mrr~orn?~rllo)~ h y  P. Nolan, Esq., Co~t?missioner yf the Raj.s?rnhi Division, 
dater1 Dczrjeeling, the 9 t h  July, 1895. 

Copy of the following forwarded to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
for orders. 

2. I agree with the Political Officer in considering that the opposition of the Tibetane 
to the tlemnrcation is likely to continue for some time if no action is taken beyond retain- 
ing the camp on the frontier to await events. As it  has l~een  decided not to adopt the conree 
he recommends by proceecling to erect pillars without the co-operation of the other party, 
it seems to me t h i ~ t  Mr. W h ~ t e  may r e t ~ ~ r n  to his tluties at Guntok. I am aware that, ae 
pointed ont in your t e l e g ~ u n  of yesterday, this course cannot be adopted without the ordere 
of the Government of India. 

1.1,ller fr .or t i  .I. (7. l17ki1r, I%?.. Polilic~tl Otficer, Silrlri~n., to tlre Corronissioner q f t h e  
I~'~cj.shrt/~i Die-ision, dnlecf C(IIII / I  I-err/ron,gle??g, /he 6th J~t l ! / ,  1895. 

I have t,he honour to send in the following report on the situation here :- 

2. The anthoritics in Pekin are r r ide~i t ly  anxious that the delimitation should con- 
tinr~c, :IS they have now telegraphed twice to the .-\mban to order the Conlmissionere to 
meet me. Sir Robert H,rrt ha8 also tPlegr.>l~hetl to Mr. Taylor that the Tsungli Yamen is 
ins~sting on the Amb<rn continuing the dem:lrcntion. 

3. The 'ribchn ('orn~ni~sinners now at Gilling near Rinchingong are anxious to con- 
tinue the worlc, and i t  1s presnme(1 the Chinese Commissioners are only waiting for ordere 
from the A~nbnn to join me. 

4. The only dissenfienta are the 1,arnas of the three monasteries Serra, Despung, and 
Gad~in, who are paflsirrly thn.a~.ting tlre .\mb:rn in his endeavour to bring about an under- 
stand in^ on the qorstion of the demarcation. 



5. This passive resistance th rp  will most certainly continue so long as they are gaining 
their point, vix., the retarding of the demarcation, and so long as we remain here in inactivity 
they will undoubtedly continne their opposition. 

6. I have every reason to believe that the opposition will at once collapse as soon as 
they see that we are in  earnest and intend to have the bounclary laid down as set forth in 
the Convent'ion of 1890. 

7. There is no doubt whatever that the Tibetans are most anxious to avoid any conflict 
with India. On this point Mr. Taylor writes very strongly. Indeed, the lay population 
and monks of the monasteries a r r  exceedingly anxious that an agreement should be arrived 
at observing not,hing better than the speedy settlement of the frontier. 

8. Mr. Taylor writes that the Lamas will cont.inue the present opposition so long as 
they can do so in safet.y, hut that this npposition will collapse on the  first show of 
resistance. 

9. I wo111d further point out that I am all along informed t,hat if the demarcation is 
continued no opposit,ion will be offered by the Tibetans, and that our erecting the pillars so 
far independently has completely nonplussed the Lamas, while if we remain in  inactivity 
there is every probability of the turbulent party in  Lhassa gaining the ascendency. 

10. Under these circumstances I mould most strongly urge that I be permitted to at 
once continue erecting t.he pillars, and have no doubt that m y  recommencing work will 
strengthen the hands of the Chinese authorities in  Lhassa and prevent any  further opposition 
on the part of the dissentient Lamas. 

Lette?. from P. Nola~i ,  E,s.sq., C o ~ ) ~ r ~ ~ i ~ s n i o ~ ~ e ? -  of the Rajshahi Division, to tlle Chief Secretary 
to the Cfouernl~zrnt (if Bengal, dnted Darjeeling, the 14tA July, 1895. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram, dated the 12th instant, 
in  which you ask me to a d v i ~ e  -\\-hether the Political Officer of Sikkim should await the 
reply of the Amban to the Viceroy's letter of the 13th June  at  Guntok, a t  Gnatong or in 
camp. I a t  once repeated the message to Mr. White, asking for the favour of his opinion. 
Later in the same day I received his telegram reporting further injury to pillars, and on 
the evening of the 13th his telegram to the effect that the expected reply had been received 
from the Amban. These communicat,ions I forwarded to you. I now enclose a copy of 
his telegram of 13th in reply to yours of the 12th. H e  considers it  advisable that lie 
should remain i n  camp until a final decision is arrived at  on his two messages specified 
above. 

2. The immediate cluestion on which my advice was asked has thus become obsolete 
The point for decision now is mhebher the demarcation camp shall be kept up, the answer 
of the Amban having reached Mr. White. 

3. I t  is evident from the correspondence generally that the ~ o l i t i c a l  OfEcer is in favour 
of proceeding to survey the frontier and erect pillars without the co-operation of the 
Chinese. In  my letter, dated the 22nd May, I recommended the adoption of this 
course, while pointing out that it  was open to the risk that the pillars might be destroyed. 
I t  seems to me  to 11e practicable no longer. I n  the letter of His Excellency the Viceroy to 
the Amban dated the 13th of June  it  is assumecl that the work can be carried out this 
season only with the concurrence of the  Chinese representatives, and that Mr. White will 
leave the immediate neighbourhoocl of the frontier unleas his presence there shonld be 
required for other purposes. I clo not think that it woalcl be consistent with the policy 
thus announced to continne the demarcation alone. Ant1 the reasons which determineel the 
Government of India in a r r ~ v i n g  at  this decision are of at least equal weight at the present 
moment. 

4. Under the circumstances I think that the camp should now break up, and that thr  
Political Officer should return to his ordinary duties. The proposal of the Amban to post- 
pone the survey for four ycBars, until the period for which the Trade Regulations on the 
frontier remain in  force shall expire, is in  confor~uity with what I recently reported to I)e 
the view prevalent in Tibet, as ascertained from the traders of that nation who frecluent 
Kalimpong ; it will probably be maintained with some persi~tency. I offer no opinion at 
present as to the Illanner In which it shoulrl hr met, hut considel. that it would be useless 
to maintain the car~tp \vllile that questi~)n is antler consideration. 



Annexure 4. 

Letter fro111 P. Nolan, EST., Commissioner of the Rajshahi D i ~ ~ i s i o n ,  to tile Chief Srcretary 
to the Govcrn~~lent  of Bengal, dated Da?jrelitlg, the 15th Jut?/ 1805. 

In  continuation of my letter, dated the 14th instant, I have the  honour to forward a 
copy of a communication from the Political Officer of Sikkim, dated the 13th instant, 
and of its enclosure, a translation of a letter from the Chinese Imperial Commis- 
s i o n ~ ~  for the settlement of the frontier to His Excellency the Viceroy, also an envelope 
containing the letter in original. The Amban states that the Lamas obstinately insist on 
the retention of tlle ancient boundary. and requests that the delimitation may be postponed 
until "after the expiry of the five years' period, when the treaty is to be revised." 

2. 31r. White observes that the reference to the ancient boundary is not clear. As 1 
unde?stantl it, the Lamas object to the line being drawn at  the watershed, as it  is by  
Article I. of the Convention with China, des i r~ng  to retain the pastures which they now 
occupy on the southern slopes beyond Giaogong. I n  fact they take exception to the 
execution of the treaty as stated by me in my letter, dated the 22nd blay 1895. The 
prlq>osal to adjourn the proceedings for demarcation until the expiry of the five years 
for which trade rules were sanctioned was discussed by Tibet traders in  the Kalimpong 
bazar before the Amban's letter was written, and mas by them connected with a statement 
that the whole treaty itself is to last five years only, at the end of which time all the 
arrangements made under i t  may be terminated. This would revive the Tihetan claim to 
consider the Rishi river the frontier, taking i n  Gnatong. 

3. I may be permitted to suggest that the Government of India may leave it to the 
Amban to fix a time for the renewal of demarcation proceedings, expressing a hope that, 
in  consultation with the Tsnngli Pamen, he may be able to do so a t  a date earlier than 
that inclicated. I n  the mean\\-hile he may be asked to see that no encroachment is 
committed on the frontier as defined in the Convention in the neighbourhood of Giaogong 
or elsewhere. I think the pillars already erected should be repaired by the Tibetans. I n  
equity the1 ]nay also be asked to pay the expenses of the work, as i t  has come to nothing 
owing to their inability to keep their engagements; but I doubt the e x p e d i e n c ~  of 
advanc i~~q  this claim. 

Annexure 5. 

Letter f,-ol~l Joh?~ .  C. IPhite, EFT., A~liticcrk Ofir.cr., ,S'ikki~n, 10 the C O I N I ~ ~ S S ~ O ? L ~ I '  of the 
R ~ j s h a h i  Dizqisio?~. d d e d  Cn112p Yc~~Icu~ttrng, the 1367~ July ,  1895. 

(Ext,ract.) 

I have the llonour to forward a despatch from His  Escellency the Amban to His 
Excellency t,he Viceroy, together with an English t.ranslation. The Ambari's reference t,o 
"the ancient boundar!-" is not clear, as the old houudary of Sikkim included t.he \vhole of 
the Chu~nbi  Valley. Presumi~bly he means tlle Giaogong-Donkhia line across which the 
Tibetans built walls i n  1888-89. With reference to his wish to post,pone the demarcation 
till the revision of the treaty at  the expiry of the five years commencing from May 1894, 
the request seems absurd. I n  the first place there is no intention of rerising the treat.y, 
but only the 't'racle Heg~ilat.ions attached in the Conveution of 1890. I n  t,he second place 
t,he delity is q11it.e preposterous, there being no guarantee that the same tactics, viz., of 
obst,inate passive resistance, will not again be resorted to, part.icularly if they find they 
have heen successful in the present instance ; besides I think t,lie prolonged uncertainty 
along t l ~ e  border will be I I I I I S ~  preju~licial to Siklii111. I ilm also infornled that the Tsungli 
Painen will not support the Amban in this reqnest for delay, and it will be seen that he 
totally ignores t.he fact that he has now ht,tw ordered three t,imes by the Chi~lese 
aathorit.ies in Pekin t,o commence ant1 tinish the work of demarcation. Regarding the 
remarks about the destrllction of the pillar on the Jeylap, my telegrams of yesterday 
will she\\, that his officer on t,he frontier has not sncceeded in st,opping the outrages. If 
the Chinese and Tibetan protestations were gennine, such malpractices could very easily 
11e put ;I stop to. 

Annexure 6. 

Letlo. f r o ~ ~  His  121 crllcr~c!/ k ' lcv-r  Hlc~rtlr, C h i ~ ~ c s e  I111perir~I Co1n1niss7onrr fop. the settlement 
r!f tlrc fi.ontier qctrslions b~t~c~retr. I??rllrr ctnd Tibet, Chinrar Residet~t in Tibet, a n d  
Llflin~ich~~ Brigode-Ge?ze~,nl, to His  E.rccllcnc.!/ the Right Hon'blt~ the h7a?.1 of Elgin a n d  
A-in(.nrrlrne, P.G., G..If.&"X, G.-JI.I.E., V.'tcm.o!/ and Go~-e~.rco~--Grene~*nl of I7ztlicc, dated 
Lhctsrc, the 3rrl Jitly, 18!15. 

(Translation.) 

I have the honour to acltno\vledge the receipt of Your Excellency's despatch concerning 
hc clelimitation of the frontier ;inti the destruction of the boundary pillar erected on the 
Jeglap pass. 



2. I n  regard to tne fo rn~er  subject, inahmuch as the Con~ocation of Lamas (the three 
great Lamaseries) with fonlihh obstinacy sent me petition after petition insisting on the 
retention of the ancient boundary, i t  mas necessary for Ine to devise some way of bringing 
them to reason that matters might be properlj nettled. To this end I sent a despatch to 
l l r .  White requesting him to postpone the work for a time, and for this reason my delegate 
was not able to proceed to the Dokola on the date arranged to inspect the frontier in  con- 
junction (with Mr. White). I learn from Your Excellency's despatch the most satisfactory 
instruction you sent (to Mr. White), and of which I beg to express my high appreciation. A0 
to any mischievous spirits arnong the Tibetans causing disturbance on the frontier, there 
are Chinese officers stntioned there, and the Tibetans would not dare to make any trouble. 

3. I am still unable to tiu any date for the delimitation of the frontier, and I venture 
to suggest that the work should be postponed until after the expiry of the five years'period 
when the treaty is  to be revised, and when some method of arranging this matter can be 
decided upon. 1 do not know whether Your Excellency will agree to  this or not. I have 
telegraphed to the Tsungli Yamen on the subject, but have not yet received a reply, and I 
send this despatch for Your Excellency's consideration, and would ask you to favour me 
with a reply. 

4. As to the damage to the pillar erected on the Jeplap pass, I received a report on the 
eubject from rnT Deputy, Major Tu, which I at once had translated and sent to  the Tibetan 
Council of State. I have now received a petition in  reply, in  which the Council of State 
assure me that they sent no orders for the destruction of the pillar, and that the Tibetan 
officials on the frontier certainly wonld not dare to rashly give orders to men to damage 
the pillar. I have made careful enquiry into the matter, and I a m  convinced that their 
etatement is correct. The Jeylap pass is a much frequented route, and it  is  likely that the 
damage was done by passing traders. I have given orders that a strict examination must 
be made into the affair and the people who stole the (slab from the) pillar be severely 
punished as an example. 

5. I have the honour to lay thisdespatch before Your Excellency for Your Excellency'e 
kind consideration, and to request that Mr. White may be instructed accordingly. 

Enclosure 5 in  No. 14. 

F r o m  His E x o e l l e n c y  the Viceroy,  S i m l a ,  to H e r  Britannic M a j e s t y ' s  
M i n i s t e r ,  P e k i n g ,  d a t e d  t h e  2nd August, 1895. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Please refer to my telegram of the 20th July. I n  a letter, datecl the 
3rd July, the Chinese Resident in Tibet proposes t o  postpone the demarca- 
tion for four years when Trade Regulations will be revised. H e  does not 
seem to be acting up to the instructions of the Tsungli Yamen. Can you 
bring pressure to bear, as indicated in your letter of the 20th May, or does 
your telegram of the 16th July indicate a desire to abandon the attitude 
contemplated ? 

Enclosure 6 in No. 14. 

F ~ o m  Sir N. R.  O ' C o n o r ,  K.C.B. ,  C.M.G., P e l z i n g ,  t o  His Excel- 
lency t h e  Viceroy ,  Sirnla, d a t e d  the 5 th  August, 1895. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your Lordship's telegram of the 2nd August. I declined absolutely to 
submit to Your Lordship the proposal to postpone the deniarcation of the 
Tibet frontier, and told the Yamen that  the British Commissioner would 
proceed alone, and if interfered with would drive the Tibetans back; but 
that  I would submit a proposal that the Commissioner sliould proceed 
slowly. I informed the Yamen of Your Lordship's telegram of the 20th 
July. The best way here will be to he firm in the refusal of a postponement. 
I solicit Your Lordship's authority to repeat to the Yamen that, if obliged, 
the British Commissioner will proceed alone. 



Enclosure 7 in No. 14. 

From His Excellency the Viceroy, Simla, to Her Britannic Yojesty's 
Minister, Peking, dated the 10th A u p ~ ~ t ,  1895. 

(Telegraphic.) 
With reference to your telegram, dated the 5th bngust ,  I shall decline 

the request for four years' postponement as unreasonable; hut i t  is now 
too late for the British Commissioner to proceed this season, and arrange- 
ments must be made for next year. I f  yoix think tha t  the annonnce- 
ment that  the British Colnmissioner will then proceed alone, i f  obliged, is 
desirable, I have no objection. Mr.  White, the British Commissioner, will 
now be instructed to return to Gantok. 

Enclosure 8 in  No. 14. 

From the Foreign Secretary, Simla, to the Chief Secretary, Benga2 
Government, Calcntta, dated the 10th August, 1895. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Your letter, July 22nd. Viceroy has informed our Minister a t  

Peking that  he will decline request for four years' postponement, tha t  i t  is 
now too late for White to  proceed with demarcation this season, but 
arrangements must be made for demarcation next year. Our party should 
therefore break up and White return to Gantok. Letter follows. 

Enclosure 9 in  No. 14. 

Letter f?-om W. J. Cuningham, Esq., C.S.I., Secretary to the Governnl~nt 
of India, Foreign Department, to the Chief Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, dated Simla, the 17th August, 1895. 

My telegram, dated the 10th August, 1895, conveyed instruc- 
tions that  the party assembled for the demarcation of the Sikkim- 
Tibet border should break up, and that  Mr. IVhite should return to Gantok. 
This decision was arrived a t  after  correspondence with Her  Britannic 
Majesty's Minister a t  Peking, partly hecause the Governor-General in 
Council is of opinion that i t  shonld he possible to make more satisfactory 
arrangements for demarcation nest  season; and partly hccausc, evcn if 
Mr. White were to proceed alone, i t  is now probably too late to adrnit of 
the completioil of the work this year. The Government of India have 
noticed with satisfaction that  the returns of trade het\vleen British terri- 
tory and Tibet for 1F94-95 exhihit a marked increase; and i t  n-av be hoped 
that  the continued exercise of moderation and patience will gradually 
remove Tibetan snspicions as to our aims and policy. 

2. I a.m to forward, for fnvoiir of trnnsmission. a lettcr frcm His  
Excellency t,he Viceroy to the Chinese Resident in Tibet; a copy is en- 
closed for the information of His  Honour the Lieutenant-Governcr. 

I have receivrd Pour Excellency's d~spatch of the :ird July reqarding frontier 
deliniitatiori, ant1 Your Excellent) ha8 prob;~bly heard err this that I I1:tve t1eridc.d to stop 
work for the present. Mr. White ha8 accordingly been instroctetl to break up his party 
and return to Qantok. 
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The events of t.110 present season should snfice to convince Your Excellency thst I 
am desirous of avoiding any action which may canscb you embarrassment. I could not, 
however, coi i~ent  to ~eriously discuss a suggestion to postpone demarcation until after 8 v ~  
years from the date on which Lhe Tradr Regulations nttachrd to the Convention of 1890 
came into force; and I trust that notliing will prevcnt the work being carried out 
amicably n e s t  year. 

Enclosure 10 in No. 14. 

From Sir N .  O ' C o n o r ,  K.C.R., C.M.G.,  Her M a j e s t y ' s  Minister 
in Clhina, Peking, t o  H i s  E x c r l l s n c y  the Viceroy, Simla, d a t e d  
the 21st August, 1895. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Please refer to Your Lordship's telegram of 10th August. Yamtn 
have been informed that  the British Commissioner will probably proceed 
with demarcation alone, and I advised renewed instructions to  the Chinese 
Amban. 

Enclosure 11 in No. 14. 

From His E x c e l l e n c y  the V i c e r o y ,  Simla, t o  Her Britannic M a j e s t y ' s  
Minister, P e k i n g ,  dated the 27th August, 1895. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Please refer to your telegram of the 21st August, 1895. The Britisb 
Commission have broken up. 

Enclosure 12 in No. 14. 

Compurutii~e Stnlernent sllorcitcy Vcclue of Exporls and Imports betliveen British 
Tet.rilory and Tibet during the pa8t Ten Years. 

Remnrke. 

4. 

Vnlue of exports 
from British 

territory to Tibet. 

3. 

Rs. 
2,45,714 

3,40,4(32 

1,74,799 

4,181 

1,34,085 

1,90,788 

2,03,131 

2,29,117 

3,31,619 

4,45,802 

Years. 

1. 

11385-86 ... ... ... 

1886-87 ... ... ... 

1887-88 ... ... ... 

1898-59 . . . . . .  ... 

1889-90 . . . . . .  ... 

1890-91 . . . . . .  ... 

1831-!)2 ... . . . . . .  

... 1832-93 ... ... 

1893-91 . . . . . .  ... 

1894-95 . . . . . . . . .  

Vnlue of imports 
into British 

territory Prom Tibet. 

2. 

RE. 
472,735 

2,18,143 

1.90;127 

3,168 

1,49,275 

I ,80,8!13 

6,18,146 

3,51,519 

3,58,799 

7,01,34H 



No. 15. 

Despatch from the Secretary of State f o ~ -  India  to the Gonernment of 
India, dated 6th December, 1895. 

I forward, for the consideration of your Excellency's Government, 
copy of the marginally noted correspondencr 

* F~~~ chamber, 21st N ~ -  with the Bradford Chamber of Commerce, on 
vember, 1699. the subject of British trade with Tibet. 

To Chamber, 5th December, 
1895. 2. I shall be glad to be informed from 

time to time of the pro6ress of this trade, and 
to receive any proposals for its development which circumstances may 
suggest. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) GEORGE HAMILTON. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 15. 

Letter f ~ o m  the Bradford Chamber of Commerce to the India Ofice, dated 
Bradford, Yorkshire, 21st November, 1895. 

The Council of this Chamber, being impressed with the importance 
of developing British trade with Tibet, have requested me to address 
Your LordsIiip on the subject,. 

Tibet, as you are aware, has an  area of some 700,000 square miles, 
and is said to have a population of six or seven millions. The mean altitude 
of the country being allout 15,000 feet. almve sea level, the inhabitants 
require warm clothing, blankets, and other articles of British manufacture. 
These might be exchanged for the natural products of the country, which 
include not only gold, silver, and other minerals, and skins, furs, &c., but 
articles in which the Bradford district is particularly interested, viz., the 
hair of the shawl goat, and a very soft wool, suitable in every respect for 
the Bradford trade. There is a large quantity of this wool available, and, 
with greater freedom of trade and improvecl facilities for transport  
Tibetan wool would undoubtedly become an  important article of import 
into the United Kingdom. 

A railway to Darjeeling has been open for solne years, and i t  is 
believed that access into the interior can now be easily obtained. This, 
howcver, is of little practicitl advantage so long as thc trade in the interior 
is, as i t  present, practically restricted to it  comparatively small number 
of oficinls. Thc Tihctans themselves, i t  is I)clicvctl, ilrc dcsirous of 
entering into oommercial intcrcolirse with other conntrics, India  esl~eciully ; 
and i t  inny be notetl that dnring. the last few years there has heen ir steady 
growth of the indirect trade w\-ltll India tliroligh Nel)aul, in spite of the 
heavy duties levied by t h i ~ t  State on hot11 imports and eslwrts, whilst the 
tradc oic i  1)itrjccling il.\-lld Sikliim (where no tlut ics arc Icvit>cl) h i ~ s  increased 
ral)itlly, chicfly in co\-l~sc~c~acnc.c o f  it small concession having lbecn made by 
thc Lima, permitting British sulljects to cstabllsh thcmsclves a t  Yntung 
(a town near the Sikliim frontier) and carry on business thcrc. I f  this 
1)rivilcgc wrrc c~xtcnrlcd so as to permit 13ritish suhjccts to trade in the 
intri*in~,, as f a r  as Lhasa, an immcnsc impetus would bc givcn to the trade 
wit11 this country. 

'I'hc (b)ilncil arc firnlly convinc~~l  that '  in T i k t  \\ill he round n " new 
marlirt " of grcixt valuc to Grcnt Britain, and tllcjr earnestly trust that  Her  
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Majesty's Government will do all in their power to further the  opening 
up of that  country, either by means of a Treaty with the Emperor of China 
or with the Grancl Lamas of Tibet direct, or by such other means as may 
be deemed expedient. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) THOS. ARTHUR DUNCAN, 
President. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 15. 

Letter from the India Ofice to the Bradford Chamber of Commerce, dated 
5th December, 1895. 

I am directed by Lord George Hamilton to  acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 2 l s t  November, and t o  state in reply tha t  H i s  Lordship 
concurs with the Bradford Chamber of Commerce in desiring the develop- 
ment of British trade with Tibet. 

The Chamber is aware that in November, 1893, certain regulations 
were agreed to by Her Majesty's Government and the Government of China 
regarding trade in connection with the Sikkim-Thibet Convention of 1890. 
Under these regulations, which will be liable to revision at the end of 

3 Value of ~~~~~t~ from five years, a trade mart  was opened on the 1st 
British territory from Thibet. May, 1894, a t  Yatung in  Tibetan territory. 

The figures noted in the margin* will show the 
18!)2-9:) ... ... lS!l;3-:l4 

2929q117 extent to which the trade between British terri- ... ... 3,:$1,61:i 
4 - 5  . . .  4,47,8()2 tory and ThibeF increased in consequence. 
Value of Imports into British Lord George Hamilton will continue to 

territory from Thibet. watch the growth of this trade with great 
Rs. interest, and will use any opportunity that  may 

I s!l?-!l:\ ... ... lS!l:;-!J4 37"17513 alise for increasing the facilities offered to i t ;  ... ... 2,58,7!l!) 
lh!t4-!I> ... ... ,,O1,~As but he does not consider that  any attempt can, 

in existing circumstances, be made to  revise the 
regulations for the Sikkim-Tibetan trade until the end of the period of 
five years for which these regulations have been accepted by the Govern- 
iiients concerned. 

copy of your letter will be forwarded to  the Government of India 
for their consideration. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 

No. 16. 
Prom ~ I L C  Vicei-oy to the Secretary of State for India, dated 

15th Febrzlar!y, 1896. 
('L'elcg~.:~l)hic.) 

lJlease see o11r Ictter olf 3rd Sel)teml)er, 1895, and your 
de>l'atcl~ 01 6th L)ecerriber, 1895. There :Ire gi*ounds for bcliev- 
ing that the: l ' i l~rtans l~os~c.;s ~cazonablc claims in thc cxtremc north 
of Silili1111 to a tract ol l ~ ~ n c l  whicll is cscludecl i'ro~n Tibct by thc boundary 
liilc 1 , ~ i t L  d o ~ v l i  in  t11c Convention. '1'110 tract in qr~cstion is of no value to 
Sikkim. Would you approve of my intimating our willingness to meet 
the Tihetans' claims and of my addressing the Chinese Resident with a 
prol)osal for  n joint cnqr~iry into them ! I f  there arc existing gricvancos 
that arc capable of bcing reniovcd 1 hopc an irnl)ctus will bc given to trade. 



No. 17. 

From the Secretary of State for India to the Viceroy, dated 
2nd March, 1896. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your telegram of 15th February. Your proposal is approved by Her  
Majesty's Government, but the wmpletlon of the demarcation (vide your 
letter of 3rd September) must be made a condition of the surrender of any 
territory to Tibet.. 

No. 18. 

Letter from Government of Zndia, in the Foreign Department, to the Right  
Honourable Lord George F .  Hamilton, Her Majesty's Secretary o f  
State for India, dated Fort Wil l iam, the 18th March, 1896. 
(Received the 4tk Apri l ,  1896.) 

(Extract.) 

We have the honour to refer to Your Lordship's despatch, 
dated the 6th December. 1895, and to  the telegraphic ciorrespond- 
ence ending with your telegram, dated the 2nd March, 1896, regard- 
ing trade with Tibet and the demar~at~ion of the Sikkim-Tibet frontier. 
We have now the honour to forward, for the information of Her  
Majesty's Government, copy of correspondence showing what action has 
been taken in the matter. 

Enclosure 1 i l l  No. IS. 

Letter from H. J .  S .  Cotton, Esq., C.S.Z., Chief Secretary to 
the Governme~tt o f  Uelagal, to the Secretary to the Government of 
India, Foreign D e p a r t n ~ ~ n t ,  dated Calczrtta, the 7 t h  December, 1895. 

(Estract.) 

I n  coiitinl~at~on of 1)rcvious corrcspondeiicc connected with thc Yatung 
niart in Tibet, I an1 directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to submit, for 
the infornlation of thc Govtmrnent of India, a. report from Mr. Nolan, the 
Comniissionc~r of the Ita jshalii Division, dated 24tli Nove~nl)or, 1895, 
with it5 cnclobr~~cs,' I~e i i~g  ~nemol~aiicln ol' interviews with the Chinese 
and Tibetan rc1,rescntatives on the frontier. The Lieutenant-Governor 
considers that Mr. Nolan has contributed valuable information on 
the subject, and csplnins very clearly the ci~~cumstanccs undcr 
which thc esprctations entertained of the success of thc Yatung 
mart have not been fulfilled. I n  your letter, dated 9th August, 
1894, i t  was stated that the utmost patience was necessary in dealing 
with tllc Til)rt;lns; a n d  that, having regard to  the short time which 
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had elapsed since the date fixed for opening the Yatung mart, the Governor- 
General in Council would prefer to make nothing of the nature of a com- 
plaint to the Chinese Government at the present stage. Mr. Nolan's report 
shows that  since that  time there has been no improvement in the attitude 
of the Tibetans, and that by their systematic obstruction the  object of the 
Treaty with China is frustrated. S i r  Charles Elliott desires, therefore, to 
renew- the I-ecommendation which was made in my letter, dated 25th 
June,  1894, that a diplomatic reference should be made to China, 
pointing out how completely the Tibetans have violated the spirit of the 
Convention of 1890 and of the trade regulations of 1893, and have refused 
to be bound by their terms. 

Annexure. 

Letter jkum P. Nulun, Esq., (7.8.. Cornmissioner of tile Rajshahi  Division, to the Chief' 
Secretary to the Government of Bengul, dated Jalpaiguri ,  the 24th November, 1895. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to report such information as I have been able to gather on the 
subject of our relations with Tibet i n  the course of my annual tour i n  Sikkim. 
The xvool, yak-tails, musk and other goods sent from that country to India are 
collected at  l'hari, the point where the Chumbi Valley descends from the plateau. This 
spot is indicated by its situation as the place of meeting between the inhabitants of the 
Sikkim valleys, including Chumbi, and the shel~herds of the upland pastures which 
constitute Tibet. At Phari a duty of 10 per cent. is levied in  kind on other commoditieg, 
while a rupee a maund, or rather a bundle, is taken i n  respect of wool. The goods 
generally change hands at  this place, being bought by t,he Tibetan producers or traders 
by the Tomos, as t,he inhabitants of the Churnbi vl~lley are called. The Tomos even claim 
a right to insist that the Tibevans sh;lll not proceed beyond Phari, and this 1)oint. is gene- 
riklly concecle~l to them, althoogll out: or two Lhnsstt t.r;ldors havc: thc privilege of going 
tl~l.ough, :~ntl Inny hc met occi~sion;~lly in t.hc tlistrict of Darjeeling. The merchandise is 
c:ll,~,ic-tl on n111lc.s from Phari to I<;~lirnlrong, ;i clistttncc: of 87 111iles. I t  is t,here sold to 
1<11r.ol~ca11 and Indian triiders, who dcslmtch it by cart to t,he riiilway terminus at  Siliguri. 
Kalimporly is the natulxl pl:~cc of meeting between the men of t.he hills :md those of tile 
plains, bling 011 the 110rdcr and equally healthy for both. The advnntagc it posscsscs 
in  this regpect is similar to that enjoyed by Phari at the other end of the line of com- 
n~unication. The return traffic from India in  cotton picce-goody, woollen cloth, iron, 
copper, maizc, tobacco and cutch follows thc course indicated above ; i t  is of less bulk, 
:uld many ~ u ~ l l c s  jio back without load*., or carrying only ii moder;it,e 1)ardcn of rupees. 
h doubt is esprevsetl in  a letter from the Government of Inrlia, dated the 
9th A ~ g u s t ,  18!)4, whet,her a vi~liil objrct,ion can be entered against the tluty levied at 
l'llari unless it can he shown to be special and newly imposed. My informat io~~ is that 
it has exintell for a loug time. Mr. Ifilcanlay noticed it in  1881, and i t  wa8 then high 
enough to make some t1,allers prefer to avoitl Phari altogetl~cr by taking the difficult route 
which le;ltl~ into Siltltim over the Iiangra. Lama Pass. -1 similar impost is levic:(l, 
accortlir~g to tllc 'I'chcdonay, on thtr Ncl):~l nntl 1;hutan front,it?rs, but only from forcigl] 
merchants. .\t. Durchenelo, Mr. hlacnr~lay 6tatc.s on good authority, ;i tax in t;rkcu on 
C:hine~c tc:~. H c  estirnatc~n th,: value of the ton consnmud ill Tibet a t  11; l a k h ~ ,  aucl of 
t,hc duly at 2 ;  laltl~s, yo that t l ~ o  t i i s  in  this c;~sc is ~ n o r c  bhat cloubl,: t,hat on trirtlc wit11 
Intlitr. I \voultl, tht.rcft:rc, allswcr t l ~ c  quont,ion suggc~st.ctl by  t l~t :  (;overnmcnt of Iudi;1 
1)y slatin:: tllat ~ I I ( :  i1111iost in cluclslir,n is 11c!it,11cr sl)t.ci:il nor ncwlg imposed. I cannot, 
I~omcrer, regard iln e x t ~ c ~ i o n  :IS consistent with a treaty provision that trade with India 
nhall be exempt from taxation. Phari is only thirty milen from tho frontier, and the 
])ol>ulat.ion of thc il~tervcning v;illey i~ csti~~latctl  by MI.. Taylor at 2,500. The wool pac:lc(:cl 
OII  lu l~lcs  nt I'11;il.i is n l , t o ~ ~ i o ~ ~ s l y  c ~ ~ ~ s i g n c r d  to Tn~liir, ;mtl Ihc: snrnc Inay IJO  aid of t.hc 
rcrnai~ling lrutll.. Y a t u ~ ~ g  is si1ualc:tl at I l ~ c  1)1)irlt wl~c:rc! l , l r c s  l)aI,l~ Iron1 I1h;rri to l<:ili~r~l)oll:: 
cluils th r  v; t l l~-y, ; i~~t l  c o ~ ~ ~ m c ~ ~ l c c ~ s  to ;tscencl tht: 11;1ss of t.he Jcylirll. It is not. n 11at.ur;ll site l l ~ r  i~ 

m'trket, i l ~ ; ~ s m n c l ~  as IJ I ICC t,hu mnlcs h;rvc startctl Cron~ the! plat(-;ru wit,h (.heir lo;uln, it i8 
nlorc c~conomit:al to senel tht-DI t , l ~ ~ o ~ ~ g l ~  to l i :~l impo~lg without breaking bulk or elfcctirlg 
any Srcsli H ; I I ~ .  Vor this re:iso!l, cintl I)c~causc: of it,s confined silnation, t.ht?rc wan no 
tl.n#l(: at  the: pla(,~b bcfor11 tl115 ( 'onvc~~t.ion wits oxecultrtl, and tlic: liintl W:IY not c:vc'l1 
i~~habilccl. No ~lollbt it  ~ n l l l t l  have 1)c~omo :L m;~r l ,  thl)ligI~ ir small one, u ~ ~ t l ( . r  t,h(: 
;~rl.ilici:rl r .o~!~l i l io~~u crc:~tc:~l 11y lhr  T r a ~ l e  Ht:guIat~ions of IS!)::, had tht: l ' ib t~ t : l~ l~  :icted :Is 
t l~u t  s ~ r c t - ~ ~ ~ v ~ ~ l  c:oi~l.nrn~l~l:rlc.II, ;is our (r:~(le~.s woliltl l1:ivc fou~ltl it convcmicmt. to I)ng Illel.(. 
i r ~  :r rising n~:~rkl . l ,  10 Eort:slall c:1c11 othrr, il 1)ring Ihc point ne:~r(~nt to 1110 sourc(' 01' A I I I ) ~ ~ '  

a t  which lheir presence is permitted. But l,hc ruloij, whilc: making amplo provision for 



t,hc free of British sul~jccts to Fatung, their accommodation t,hcre, and their r i d l k  
l,lly ~ i t h o l l t  vexatious restrictions, arc silrnt as to any obligation on the ( J h i n e ~ c  
tto t,heir owl1 t,l-aders to visit t,hca place. Talcin:: adv;~nt,;~jie of this, the T i h e l a n ~  h:lva 
prevent,ed tile format,ion of a Inart by building a wall itcross t l ~ r  vallt-y on Earthcr side 
of yatung, and llrohihiting tlleir de;llrrs fro111 passinfi. It  is vrry cllic:iently guarded, and 
the orders cannot bt! eluded. Mr. Rorb, the cl~ief buyer of wool at I<;llilnpong, rt'latetl 
me his experiences in this respect. He had been invitod by ROIlle of Col.respon(lents at 
Rinchingong, in t , l~c Chumbi Virllc)-, to visit. their vill;qe, and hr: ilccordingly proccedetl as 
far as Yabung. Reing stopped t,ht~rr, he sent for thcm to ;rrrangr ~~urchascs.  The\- werr not 

to come, 1,ut in their place sonle olfrcials arrived, disgoised as ~ O R I C ~ R ,  and falsely 
assuming t,l~at, ch21racter. A Nepal trader, named l lhi~na Sillg, N horn I met on the ~'o:ltl, 
informrd llle tllat he took ;I ytocl<, v;~lnctI a t  Its. 1,500, to Yatung ; it. consisted of ~ i l v e r ,  
br;~SsW:LL-(a ;llld blalllcets. As he is not a 1:ritish subjvct, ant1 owns shops in  I.hassa, he 
hoped to be allowed to sell. I3nt no onc was pcrmittetl to come in order to buy, and he 
wolllcl have llad to takc his packs back had he not, after sevcral d;tys' delay, been ~uft'eretl 
t,o go to Rinchingonp,~vl~creall his storc was qnickly purchased. The Tibet IUerchant~ were 
not sIlfl'erctl to FCC me  when I was at Patung. Under t,hc circnmstanccs I think that, t,hc 
first c1:ulse in the Hegulat~ions of IS$):: has not ncfkn c:lrrietl into cffect. I t  provides thnt 
" a  t.wde mart sh:tll bc establishcd at  Yatung," ; ~ n d  tlic Tibetans have prevcntcd the 
esLqblishment of such a mart,, by depriving their merchants of access to the spot. I mils 
observe that the same result micht harc been ohtailled by t,hc sitme means at  liinchingong, 
or elsewhere in t,he Chumhi V.tlley. I t  is not rhe situation of Yatumg which prc,vents 
trade there, but the direct act,ion of the Tibetans. I may adtl an expression of my 
opinion that if an opportunity occur for obtaining a concession from Tibet in favour of 
trade, we should not use it exclusively or mainly to press for access on the part of Euro- 
~ e a n s  to a trite a little higher up  the Chornbi Valley, and therefore somewhat more eligible. 
The Nepalese have always insisted that their Nuar merc11;~nts should be allowed t,o settle 
where the7 choose, and by this meails they have greatly augmented their trade. I t  was an 
objcct of Mr. Macaulay's mission, had it succeeded, to secure a similar advantage for 
natives of India. With btalwari and ot,her agents t hroughont the country, part'icularl y at  
Phari and Ll~assa, our merchants could, I have no doubt, very great,l>- increase t'heir tracle- 
an advantage not to be expected from the access of 1':uropeans to one particular market, where 
they will always be indicated as objects of suspicion. I record this impression merely for 
future reference, being aware that it is useless to ask for fresh coucessions when we 
have not succeeded in giving effect to those already made. I append to this r e p o ~ t  
memoranda' of conversations wit,h the chief Chinese and Tibetan officials. Tenzing 
Wangpu, whose title of Tchedonay is explained to mean Chief St,eward, is supposecl 
to possess the confidence of the Dalai Lamn, wliom he specially serves, and is now 
sole Commissioner on the part of his master's Government for reporting on the frontier 
question ; he was last year nominated to act as the delegate of his Government with 
Mr. White. He gave an explanation (such a# it mas) of the prohibition of the export 
of tea and salt from Tibet-an act hitherto unintelligible. I t  seems that the Chinese 
contend that in fairness they must permit the import of tea as it  is exported. The Tibetans 
object to the import, which will be la\vful under the Treaty after a limited period, and 
stopped the export in order to deprive t,he Chinese argument of its force. I t  is remarkable 
that this explanation should he given officially, as it  indicat,es an intention of repiidiat,ing as 
soon as it comes int,o force, which it mill do in IS!)!), an obligation wliich the public regard 
as of the first importance. The prohibition mas in itself unfriendly, but it acquires a new 
character when authoritatively indicated as preparatory to a breach of the chief clause in  
the Convention. The order in regard to salt was considered a consequence of that ae 
to tea. The Regulations provide for the maintenance of rest-houses at Lang-jo and 
Tachun. The former I found locked, no nne being in chnrgc, and Mr. White informs me 
that it has nerer been used ; the latt,er does not exist. Tachun is only two miles from 
Patung, and Lang-jo four miles, so t,hat it is really useless to keep up both. In  this 
mat,ter the infraction of the Trade Regulations may be regarded as of little importance. 
The Tchedonay gave an explanation of the abstention of the Tibetans from the Boundary 
Con~mission last year, and I have ascertained from Mr. White t,hat it is correct. They 
demanded that the general line of the frontier should be agreed 11pon in the first 
instance with reference to the maps, ancl the ground visited only aEter this had been clone. 
Mr. White insisted that the initial step ~ h o u l d  be to ascertain the water-shed on the spot. 
They then referred to L h a ~ a  for instrnct.ions, and mere directetl not to co-operate mitllout 
the preliminary und~rstanding proposed, aud not to recognize any delimitation made 
in their absence. Their object was evident,ly to avoid a step which would have committed 
them to t.he geographic:ll bonnd;trg fixed by t,he Conveut,ion. Mr. White, on the olher 
hand, did not think it expedient to adopt a procedure which might encourage the Tihetans 
in t'hcir  hope^ that t,he front,ier will bo aligned not, according t,o the natllrxl features 
~pecific,rl in t.he trcat'y, but by Tibeisan mapn. He desires me t,o add that he watr ]lot 
informed t.hat lhey intc>ndetl to make a reference to Lllasa, and r n ~ d ~ ~ s t ~ ~ d  that they llad 
agreed to mvet him OII  t , l~e boundary at an appointed tl;~te. The TctIetlonay made the 
important statome~lt that t.he Tilbetans (lo not. consi(ler t,llenlselves bound by the 
convention wit.11 China, as t,hey were not a party to it. 1 have long been :~warc illat they 
take this lille when discussing the matter :Inlong themsclveH, but no olficial communi- 
cat.ion has previou~ly betm mntle by tlwm on t l ~ e  s ~ ~ h j e c t .  Tll;1t there is no force ill their 
content,inn is obvio~~s .  The Conveutio~l was in fact ;t t,reaty of pe:lcr, made wllen their 
lnilitary force I~ad  been sratlered tl~rough the anthoritics who, at their own tlesire, represent 
them i n  011 tlc.;~lillgs with foreign Ycates. The terms granted were fnvollrable because 
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they were dealt with through a friendly power. But, however unreasonable their 
attitude, it  cannot be ignor.11 in any forecast made of the probable collrse of future 
events on t,he front,ier, or in the  arrangement,^ necessary for the settlement of disputes. 
I t  will be observer1 t.hat ;tt our interviews the Chinese professed a desire to carry out 
the Convention, and that the Tclledonay on the part of Tlbet assumed, to a certain 
extent, the responsibility of opposing the execution of its first article-that as to the 
front,ier line-as well as of denying in general terms its obligatory force. Doubt has 
sometimes been entertained as to whet,her the real sent,iments of the two parties are the 
same as those expressed, it  being suggested that the Chinese are the actual promot,ers of 
the policy of exclusion, though t,hey put forward the Tibebans as a screen. hIr. Taylor, 
who has had the best opportunity for observation, is convinced that such is not the case, 
mjd hIr. W11it.e is of t,he same opinion. I have nlysclf watched the course of el-ents for 
many years, and have often discusscd t,he matter with the late Mr. Mncaulay, with 
Tibetans, Bhuteas, and the chief men in Sikkim. I am quite satisfied that t,he Chinese 
officials in Tibet., whatever may have been their prepossessions in  favour of the policy of 
exclusion, no\\, sincerely desire to see the Convention carried out, being afraid that they 
will be disgraced bj- their ovrn Government if i t  is not. The Tibetans are the  real, as they 
are the ostensible 0pponent.s. I n  regard to their motives, I (10 not profess to have any 
special knowledge, but I believe they mere correctly expressed by a monk, who said that 
if the English entered Tibet, hi3 bowl would be broken, meaning that the influence of his 
order would be destroyed, and its wealth, typified by the collections of food made from 
door to door in  bowls, would be lost. I n  regard to the po\ver of the Chinese to insist on 
the observance of the Convention, RIr. Taylor reports that they havc 140 soldiers on the 
frontier, stationed at  Giangtse, Phari, Galingka, and Yatung. Some twent,y of these met 
me as a guard ; they were unarmed, small in  stature, lightly built, and seemed devoid of 
all discipline. The Tibetans appear to have no troops of their own, and could arm a levy 
of the people only in t.he most illlperfect manner. I find that stones are the weapons 
generally used by the people when they come into collision mitt1 t!le Chineue. The 
monks at Lhassa were found by Babn Sarat Chandra Das, C.I.E., to number 19,100, of 
whom 16,500 were concentrated in  the three chief n~onasteries ; they are vigorous men, 
and formidable in  a r io t ;  they attacked the Chinese in 1810 and 1844, t,he Nepalese in 
1883. I n  addition to the advantage which attaches to the pos3eaclion of the only organised 
force in  the country, however weak i t  may be, the Chinese have an acknowledged social 
superiority, which was clearly perceptible even to my casual observation. Manning 
compares it to that held by Englishmen in lnclia. There is, moreover, a prevalent belief 
on the frontier in the power of China to send an army through the Himalayas, as she has 
done on several occasions with surprising success, and of t,he consequent advantage of 
conciliating her. I found that the Raja of Silrkim entertained this idea with confidence, 
until i t  was gradually erased by a three years' residence ill British territory. The power 
of China in Tibet is certaiuly great, but whether, duly stimulated to exertion, it is 
sufficient to overcome the opposition of the monks to the execution of the Conve~~tion, 
]nay he considered tloubtful. In  recent years it  has declined. The two Ampas at Lhassa 
recently quarrelled between themselves. At the last New Year's festival the Dalai Lama 
:~s~erterl his authority over both-a fact generally known throughout Tibet. I reported 
clemi-officially in July last the version oE the incident given by traders of t,hat nation at 
I<;ilimpong, ancl I afrerwards fo~ind  that the C h i n e ~ e  account, related by Mr. Taylor t,o me 
at Yatung, differs in no very important matter. The l h l a i  Lama came of age last October, 
and is now interesting himself in business. The resull of the Japanese war is ,known in 
'l'il~et, as also t h r  hct ,  that a large Muhammadan pnpulation is in insurrection on the 
route between Lhassa and Pekin. I believe that t,he Amban desired last, year to use force 
to overcome Tibetan obstrllction to delimitat,ion, but that t,he officers on the frontier did 
not venture to arlopt this course, having a distinct impression that it  \vould lead to some 
of them being st,oned. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 18. 

Letter from H .  J .  S .  Cotton, Esq.,  C.S.I . ,  Chief Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Depa~tment ,  dated Calcutta, thl! 7 t h  December, 1895. 

I n  continuation of my letter of to-day's date, regarding the 
delimitation of the Sikkim frontier, I an, directed I?y the Lieutenant- 

Governor to submit, for the consideration of 
Dated 24th November, 1895. the Government of India, a copy of a reporta 

by the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division, 
containing proposals for the renewal of the demarcation during the work- 
ing season of 1896. 



2. Sir Charles Elliott desires me to say that Mr. Nolan's proposals 
have the full support of the Bengal Government, and he trusts that they 
will be sanctioned by the Government of India. The Lieutenant-Governor 
has no doubt that i t  will be necessary to resort to a display of force to drive 
the Tibetans back from the boundary which they claim, and are occupying, 
a t  Giaogong, but i t  will need very little force to do this; and if after being 
driven back they return in a hostile manner, there will, in His Honour's 
opinion, be no alternative but to resort to the measures proposed in my 
letter, dated 22nd July, 1895, viz., to take and hold the Chumbi 
valley as a British protectorate, with a view both of assuring British 
interests on the frontier, and also of assisting the Chinese to  establish 
their authority more firmly in Tibet. 

Annexure. 

Letter frotn P. Nolan, Esq., C.S., Co,nmissioner of the Rajshahi Division, to the Chief 
Secretary to the Govern?nent of Bengal, dated Jalpaiguri, the 24th November, 1895. 

I n  a letter addreesed to the Chinese Resident in  Tibet, His Excellency the Viceroy 
declined to discusa a proposal made for postponing the demarcation of the frontier, and 
expressed his trnst that nothing would occur to prevent the work being carried out 
amicably during the approaching season. The Amban replied to Mr. White on the 
9th September, stating that he  had instructed his Deputy in accordance with the views of 
the Government of India. A copy of his letter, and of the suggestions m ~ d e  by me upon 
it, was forwarded to you wirh my memorandum, dated the Gth October. I have 
since then tlisc~~ssed the matter with the Political Officer of Silckim, with the Chinese 
Frontier Officer, and with the Boundary Commissioner of Tibet, during my tour to 
Yatung, a report of which is forw:trded with my letter of this clay's date. I have now 
the honour to submit proposals as to the arrangements to be adopted for the determinL tion 
of the boundary, and to request that they be considered by His Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor. In  these Mr. White concurs. 

2. The suggestions we submit are as follows :- 

(1) The Indian Demarcation Party will consist of Mr. White, Surgeon-Cnptain 
E w e i ~ s  and Captain Pressg, the latter i n  command of an e ~ c o r t  of forty uepoys. 
The Guntak garrison of a hundred sepoys will a t  the time be in a camp of 
exercise between Pangri and Tangn, where there is very suitable ground. I t  
will be available as a support if required. 

(2) They will start from Guntak in the last week of May. The work should under 
ordinary circumstances take from three to four months, and be finished 
before the field season ends in October. 

(3) Operations will commence on the part of the frontier where the dispute exists, 
t,hat is t.o say a t  the head of the Lachen valley. The Lanak valley will also 
be visited, Jonsang-la, Donkhya-la, Ghora-la, Tunka-la, Chola, Yak-la, and 
Natu-la; the boundary marks made last season at  the Jeylap, Donchnk-la, 
imd Doku-la will be renewed. 

(4) No pillars will be erected on this occasion, but indelible boundary marks will 
be made hy blast.ing or otherwise. 

(5) The Chinese and Tibetan tlelegates will be invited to meet those from India on 
t,he frontier. Should tlicy fail to attend, delimitation shall proceed in their 
absence. They will be informed of the result, and any objections they may 
make will be duly considered. At  the mme time they will be requested to 
RBG t.hat no Tibetran official exercises jurisdiction on the Sikkim side of the 
boundary laid down pending discussion as to its accuracy. 

(6) Any forcible oppouition offered to t,he delimitation in Sikkim territory, delegates 
from Chins not being present, shall be overcome, so far as may be practicable, 
with the means nvailable. 

3. In  explsnat,ion of the proposal to begin where the debateable land lies, I may state 
t,hat the Tibetans claim n st.rip of territory north of Giaogong, where they have built a 
wall. They know that t'his is in the area of the Tista water-shed, and that it  therefore 
belongs to Sikkim under the terms of the Convention. They justify their position by 
stctt,ing t,hat the treat,y does not bind them, 8s they were no party to it. The dispute, 
therefore, involveu t,he crucial quest,ion whether the Convention is to be enforced. I t  
seems desirable that this issue should be decided a t  once, as  while i t  remains unsettled, 

16446 H 



work dnne at the passes, ~ v h i c h  admittedly form the boundary, will be wasted. I t  was 
with reference to the presence of Tibetan troops in  this tract that measures for ascertaining 
the frontier were originally proposed by the Government of India, and agreed to 
by the Chinese Resident in his letter to His Excellency the Viceroy, dated the 
4th October, 1891. 

4. At  my interviewwith the Tibetan Frontier Commissioner, he  stated that instructione 
were issued from Lhasa last year that no boundary laid down in the absence of Tibetan 
deleg,~tes should be respected. There is, therefore, a risk that such a proceeding may 
involve subsequent complications. I am, however, of opinion that this risk must be 
incurred if the dolimitation is to be c ~ r r l e d  out. It  mould be impossible to allow the 
Tibetans to stop the work a second time by the simple expedient of abstention. Even if 
trespasses are cummittecl after the boundary has been ascertained, it  will be something 
that we have sho\vn that we  can assert the rights conferred by the tt.e,lty on an occasion of 
soBcient importance. The l a ~ l d  is inhabited only during the summer season for pmture, 
and opportunities for collision will be rare. 

,5. The Tibetans have on several occasions sent oificials to oppose the passage of 
Eul-opeans beyond Giaogong, and it  is probable that they may treat the boundary party 
in the same manner. They mag even bring troops for this purpose. If a considerable 
force is assembled, an act so hostile must be resented in other ways, but I submit that it 
wuultl be injurious to our credit on the froutier to go back before a force much inferior to 
our own. burh a course would probably lead to evils greater than i t  would prevent. 

6. I t  will be understood that these suggestions are only preliminary, and may have 
to be modified if further commnnications are received fiom Tibet. When I was at  Yatung 
the subject was under investigation by the Boundary Commissioner, and he  stated that 
orders moulcl be passed at  Lhasa after he had sent in his report. 

Enclosure 3 in No. 18. 

Letter f r o m  W. J. C u n i n y h a m ,  Esp., C . S . I . ,  Secretary to  the  Government 
of India, t o  the Chief S e c r e t a r y  to the Government of Bengal, 
dntcd Foist  IVilliam, the 4th !Ifarch, 1896 

I am directed to  acknowledge the receipt of your letters marked in the 
margin regarding trade with Tibet and the 
dema.rcation of the Sikkim-Tibet border. 

Datucl the 7th December, 1895. 
2. It a m e a r s  to be established by Mr. 

Nolan that  t 6 L ~ i b e t a n s  have prevented Yatung 
Dated the Tth  1895. from becoming a trade mart  i n  anything but 

name; he  admits, however, tha t  the duty 
charged a t  Phar i  is neither special nor newly 

imposed, and he reports that  i t  has been the practice for goods destined 
for India  to change hands a t  Phar i  beyond which point the people of the 
true Tibetan plateau have generally not been permitted to proceed. It 
would, therefore, seem that  no new and vexatious restrictions, not in con- 
formity with local usage, have been imposed on the trade with Sikkim and 
Bengal. The Convention with China has not indeed been carried out in 
the spirit in which the Government of India entered into it. Trade has 
nevertheless increased, and the total reached, in 1894-95 ,  a figure much in 
excess of any recorded in the nine preceding years. The Governor-General 
in Council, as  a t  present advised, does not consider that  any proposals 
should be made to the Chinese for the revision of the existing arrange- 
ments before the expiry of the five years for which the trade regulations 

were accepted. I a,m to enclose, for the in- 
* Dated the 6th December, formati011 of His Honour the Lieutenant- 

189.5 (with enclosures). Governor, copy of a despatch* from which it 
will be seen that  Her  Majesty's Secretary of 

State for India has recently caused a similar oomm~lnication to  be made 
to the Bradford Cliamber of Commerce. 

3. As regards demarcation the point to which the Government of 
India attach most importance is the development of trade. I n  their 
opinion the policy to  be adopted towards the Tibetans should, therefore, 
be one of conciliation and all action likely to produce friction should be 
carefully avoided. The history of the present case shows that, in respect 
to territory near Giaogong, the Tibetans probably possess claims which it 



would not only be impolitic but inequitable to ignore. I am to forward, 
for favour of early transmission, a letter from HIS Excellency the viceroy 
to the Chinese Resident in Tibet. A copy is enclosed for the information 
of the Lieutenant-Governor and will show Sir Alexander Mackenzie how, 
in the opinion of the Government of India, the matter should be treated 
a t  the present stage. I f  the Chinese Resident agrees to the proposals made 
to him, it will be Mr. White's duty to ascertain and report what revision of 
the frontier in the Giaogong neighbourhood would be accepted by the 
Tibetans. The Governor-General in Council would deprecate recourse to 
threats; but, if the joint enquiry takes place, Mr. White might, as oppor- 
tunity offers, remind his colleagues verbally and informally that  the Govern- 
ment of India could easily enforce the boundary to which they are indis- 
putably entitled under the Convention; that  if they are prepared to con- 
sider adjustment of that  boundary to meet the claims of the Tibetans i t  
is solely for the purpose of promoting friendly relations; and that  the  
Tibetan delegates should therefore understand that  their chance of obtain- 
ing any rectification of the frontier would be greatly enhanced, if they 
on their side give evidence of a similar desire by affording better facilities 
for traders. I n  order to bring home to the Tibetans the desirability, in 
their own interests, of acting up to the spirit of the Convention in matters 
relating to trade, the Governor-General in Council is disposed to believe 
that  i t  would be well to press on the improvement of the difficult road up  
the Lachen Valley to the Lachen Monastery. The Tibetans could scarcely 
fail to realize that, in the event of their forcing hostilities in the Giaogonq 
neighbourhood, a good road to Lachen would give us a commanding posi- 
tlon for purposes of rapid offence. Should His  Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor have any proposals to make as regards the construction of this 
road they will receive full consideration. 

Enclosure 4 in No. 18. 
Letter from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General of India to 

the CI~inese Resident in  Tibet, dated Fort William, the 4th March, 
1896. 

I n  my despatch of the 17th August, 1895, regarding the demarcation 
of the Sikkim-Tibet frontier, I informed Your Excellency that  Mr. White 
had been instructed to break up his party and return to Gantok; and I 
pointed to the events of the preceding months as giving proof of my desire 
to avoid any embaxrassing action. I a t  the same time expressed a hope 
that nothing would prevent delimitation being successfully carried out 
during the open season of 189G, and under date the 9th September, 1895, 
Your Excellency informed Mr. White that  you had issued the necessary 
instructions. 

I have recently received through the Government of Bengal reports of 
interviews held by Mr. Nolan, the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division, 
with Your Excellency's Frontier Officer, Wang Yenling, and Major Fu Hsi- 
hsun on the 2nd November last, and with Tenzing Wangpu, the Tibetan 
Tchedonay, on the 3rd November. 

At  the first of these interviews Major Fu informed Mr. Nolan that  
Your Excellency's Government were in correspondence with the Dalai Lama 
on the subject of the attendance of Tibetan representatives with the Com- 
mission when demarcation was resunled; but that, if the Tibetan repre- 
sentatives failed to appear, the Chinese Commissioner would be prepared, 
without waiting for them, to carry on the work in conjunction 11rith my 
officers. I was glad to  note this evidence of Your Excellency's resolve to 
meet my wishes. 

At  the interview of the 3rd November, Tenzing Wangpu explained 
that, in connection with the proposed renewal of demarcation, he had been 
deputed to visit the passes and to suhmit to Lhassa a report on the line 
of frontier. H e  also intimated that Tibet would be reluctant to give up  
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any land merely because it lay on the Sikkim side of the line indicated by 
the Convention; and he suggested that  the matter was one to be treated 
in a spirit of conciliation. 

I desire to assure Your Excellency, and I trust  Your Excellency will 
inform the Tibetan Council of State, that  the Tchedonay's suggestion is 
entirely in accord with the policy of the Government of India  who have 
always aimed at the establishment of friendly relations with Tibetans, the 
promotion of mutual confidenoe, and the development of trade upon wn- 
ditions satisfactory and beneficial to  all parties concerned. I understand 
that  the Tibetans allege that  they have claims on razing grounds or  other % lands in the neighbourhood of Giaogong, which t e Convention boundary 
excludes from Tibet and includes in Sikkim. I am desirous of doing 
all in my power to convince the Tibetans of the good-will of my Government 
towards them, and I am prepared to  instruct Mr.  White  t o  examine, in 
conjunction with Chinese and Tibetan representatives, any evidence which 
the Tibetans may wish to bring forward in respect to these lands near 
Giaogong. With this end I propose that  Your Excellency's delegate, 
accompanied by the Tibetan representatives, should meet Mr.  White at 
Gantok, or any other convenient point in Sikkim, and should proceed with 
him to  Giaogong to  conduct a local enquiry; and that  actual demarcation 
of the boundary in that  quarter should be postponed until the reports of 
the results of the enquiry have been considered. Our representatives 
might perhaps, af ter  visiting Giao ong, proceed to lay down the frontier 
from the Donkya L a  southwards w % ere there is no question as to the line 
t o  be observed; but as to this I will await a n  expression of Your Excel- 
lency's views. 

I shall be glad to receive an  early reply to this despatch, and, if Your 
Excellency accepts my proposals, to learn where and when i t  will be con- 
venient for the Chinese and Tibetan delegates t o  meet Mr.  White. Mr. 
White will be prepared, if your reply arrives in  time for him to have suffi- 
cient notice, to  s tar t  for Giaogong any time after  the beginning of May 
next. 

I am, &c., 
(Sd.) ELGIN, 

Viceroy and Governor-General of India. 

Enclosure 5 in No. 18. 
Letter from W .  J. C'uningham, C.S.I., Secretary to the Government of 

India,  to Her Britannic Majesty s C'hargb d A f fa i~es ,  Peking, 
dated Fort  William, the 4th March, 1896. 

(Extract.) 

I am directed to invite a reference to the correspondence regarding 
the demarcation of the Sikkim-Tibet frontier. The enclosed copy 
of recent correspondence with tlie Government of Bengal will place 
you in possession of the views a t  present held by the Government 
of India. His Excellency the Viceroy has suggested to  the Chinese 
Resident in Tibet that  Mr. White, in concert with Chinese and 
Tibetan delegates, should hold a bca l  enquiry into Tibetan claims to 
certain lands on the Sikkim side of the frontier laid down in the Conven- 
tion, with a view to revision of the border in this quarter if this appears 
equitable. I am to express a hope that  you will be able to take an  early 
o portunity of explaining the intended course of action to the Tsungli 
$amen, and of moving them to issue instructions that  every assistance 
be rendered by the Chinese officials in Tibet. You will, perhaps, think i t  
advisable to bring to the notice of the Yamcn the manner in which the 
Convention is regarded by the Tibetans, who will, however, i t  may be hoped, 
find satisfactory evidence of good-will in the present proposals of the 
Government of India. 



No. 19. 
LetteT from the Government of India, in the Foreign Department, to the 

Right Honourable Lord George F. Hamilton, Her Majesty's Secretary 
of State for I d i a ,  dated Sirnla, the 9th June, 1896. (Received the 
29th June, 1896.) 
Our Despatch, dated the 18th March, 1896, forwarded a COPY 

of recent correspondence with the Bengal Government on the subject 
of Sikkim-Tibet frontier questions, and a copy of the Viceroy's 

letter of the 4th March, 1896, to the Chinese 
"Chinese Go\-ernment in- ReSident in Tibet, indicating our readiness to 

form me that Judge (of) Kwei- 
chow appointed Resident in consider Tibetan claims to tracts within the 
~ i b ~ t .  H~ ,,,ill proceed direct Convention boundary in the neighbourhood of 
and with all possiblespeed,but Giaogong. On the 2nd April, we received from 
will take long to reach destina- Her Britannic Majesty's Char& d'Affaires a t  
tion. They propose frontier 
delimitation should await his Peking the telegram reproduced in the margin, 
arrival. w i l l  such arrange- and the Bengal Government, on being consulted, 
ment suit " telegraphed on the 13th April  that  matters 

must stand over till the new Resident arrived. 

2. On the 1st May, the Government of Bengal forwarded a joint 
despatch from the retiring Resident Kwei Huan and the Assistant Resi- 
dent Na Chin, acknowledging, in satisfactory terms, the Viceroy's letter 
of the 4th March; and suggesting that  the proposed preliminary enquiry 
should be extended to the frontier south of the Donkya La. On the follow- 
ing day the Bengal Government transmitted a telegram from Mr. White, 
stating that  a further communication had been received from the Assistant 
Resident requesting that, owing to the change of Residents, the joint 
despatch might be held in abeyance. I n  forwarding the Assistant Resi- 
dent's letter, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal suggested that  the pre- 
liminary enquiry need not be postponed, but the Viceroy, in a letter, dated 
the 27th May, 1896, informed Na Chin that  he had no desire to urge him 
to assume further responsibility than he might see fit. The Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal was advised that  this reply was based on the suggestion 
of the Tsungli Yamkn, and on the fact that  the Government of India  are  
fa r  more interested in the development of friendly relations with the 
Tibetans and the improvement of trade than in the actual demarcation 
of the border. The position has been explained to Her Britannic Majesty's 
Minister a t  Peking, and a copy of the correspondence is enclosed for Your 
Lordship's information. 

We have, &c., 
(Signed) ELGIN. 

G. S. WHITE.  
J. WESTLAND. 
J. WOODBURN. 
M. D. CHALMERS. 
E. H. H. COLLEN. 
A. C. TREVOR. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 19. 
from W .  Bolton. Esq.. C.S., Oficiating Chief Secretaly 

to Governmmt of Bengfll, Political Deportment, to the Secretary to 
the Gove?'nnhsnt of India. Foreign Department, dated Darjeeling, the 
1st May, 1896. 

(Extract.) 
I am directed to transmit herewith a letter to the address of His  

Cxcellency the Viceroy, with an English transla.tion, from His Excellency 
Na Chin, intimating that he has assumed charge of the office of Assistant 
Chinese Resident in Tibet. 



I am also to submit, for the information and orders of the  ~ o v e r d -  
ment of India, the accompanying copy of a letter from the Commissioner of 
Rajshahi. dated the 27th April, 1896, with i ts  enclosure, from the 
Political Officer of Sikkim, forwarding, with an  English translation, the 
reply of Their Excellencies Kwei Huan and Na Chin, the Chinese Resident 
and Assistant Resident, respectively, in  Tibet, to the  letter from His 
Excellency t.he Viceroy, dated the 4th March, 1896, on the subject of the 
demarcation of the Sikkim-Tibet frontier. The Lieutenant-Governor 
agrees with the Commissioner and the Political Officer that  i t  is desirable 
to accede to the suggestion of the Resident and Assistant Resident, and 
extend the preliminary enquiry to the boundary south of Donkya La. This 
course appears to His  Honour to  be unobjectionable in view of the fact 
that  no boundary, differing from the line indicated by the Convention, will 
be laid down until the reports of the results of the preliminary enquiry 
have been considered and disposed of by the Government of India. 

Annexure 1. 

Letter from P. Nolan, Esq., Cotttnzissioner of Rujshcrlti, to the Chief Secretar?~ to the 
Gocerntncnt of Bengnl, Political llepurtmcnt, dated Dnrjeeling, the 27th Apl.il, 1896. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to forward 3 copy of a letter, dated the 20th April 189fi, 
with its enclosures, in original, regarding the demarcation of the boundary between 
Sikkim and Tibet. The proposal now made by the Chinese Imperial Commissioner, as 
I unrlerstand. is that the instructions issued by the Government of India in  regard to 
Ginogong, which he considers altogether satisfactory, should be extended to the frontier 
~ o u t h  of Donkj-a-La. I consider that this may properly be conceded. I t  would be 
difficult to deal with the different sections of the boundary otherwise than on a uniform 
system. 

Annexure 2. 

Letter from J. C. White, Esq., Polit icnl Oflcer, Silrkim, to the Commissioner of Rajshahi, 
dated Camp Cheungtong, the 20th April, 1896. 

I have the honour to forward, together with an English translation, a despatch from 
Their Excellencies the Ambans Kwei Huan and Na Chin, dated Lhasa, the 6th April, to 
His  Excellency the Viceroy. 

I know of no cairns or marks except that a t  Giaogong ; however, I am of opinion it 
would be well to aRsure the Chinese authorities that no boundary pillars will be erected or 
marks made unless both parties agree to the position of the boundary. If this is not done, 
I am afraid it  will lead to further delay, as the Tibetan delegates will not come, and 
without them i t  is difficult to see how the boundary lines as laid down by the convention 
and as claimed by the Tibetans can be ascertained, as the Chinese delegates cannot 
possibly know where the Tibetan marks are. 

I hear privately from Mr. Hobson that Colonel Yu lip-Cheng has been appointed 
Chinese delegate to the Boundary Commission. I t  appears he has been for live rears In 
Lhassa and is an intelligent energetic officer. 

Annexure 3. 
Letter f r o m  Kiuei Huan, Chinese Imper i a l  Comvnissiuno. f o r  Frontier Afwirs, between 

India ccnd Tibet, Rexident at  Lliasu, Lieutenant-General Manchu Brigade, and 
Nu Chirz, Assistant Cl~tness Resident, Brevet-L,ieute~tant-Gencrd, kc., kc., to 
Excellency the Rigl~t Honourable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, P.C., LL.D-, 
G.M.S.I., dc., kc., Governor-Gcne7.al of Inclia, duted Lhasa, the Gth April, 1896. 

(Translation.) 

Or* the 18th of the 2nd moon (31st March) we had the honour to receive Your 
Excellency's despatch on the subject of the Sikkim-Tihet front,ier, the contents Of which 
we have duly perused. We were at orce struck with, and appreciate most fully, Your 
Excellency'e friendly remarks ; your evident desire fa r  the maintenence of p ~ c e f n l  



relations with Tibet, and a satisfactory concluaion of frontier matters. I t  will be our 
duty to address the Dalai Lama desiring that he issue orders to the Shang Chang, or 
Council of State, to proceed as Your Excellency proposes. 

But in passing we have to remark that the Tibetans are by nature obstinate and prone 
to suspicion, and i t  is necessary therefore to take steps to allay their suspicions, after 
which friendly consultations with them may be entered upon. As to the frontier in the 
vicinity of Giaogong (Chia Kang), the proposals of Yonr Excellency's Government are of 
such a nature as should not fail to commend themselves to the Tibetan Council ; as 
regartis the line south of Donkya-La (Tung Chieh-La) however, although the terms of the 
Sikkim-Tibet Convention are explicit, get the said Council are persistent and pronounced 
in asserting that the old (Tibetan) boundary #-' have been overlooked and ignored. On 
this account last year's efforts a t  delimitation were thwarted, i n a s m ~ ~ c h  as Tibetan officers 
failed to join the Commission. The Council are unabl~. to actually define or describe the 
gointe on the frontier which in their estimation are at  variance ; i t  is evident, therefore, 
that if, prior to a thorough investigation, the immediate defining of a boundary line is i n  
contemplation, no measures or plans which we may devise will succeed in allaying 
Tibetan doubt and suspicion. These are the reasons which have so far delayed 
delimih~tion work, and, we must admit, have proved undignified it1 respect to official 
intercourse between our respective Governments. 

Our preRent intention is, however, to point out tr, the Tibetan Council without delay, 
and in as convincing and peremptory a manner as possible, the friendly charactel, of Your 
Excellency's views, and further to state that, with special reference to the Donkya-La line 
of country, since the intention is, i n  the first instance, to investigate only,-there being 
no idea of coercion, or of deciding boundary ~uatters in an off-hand manner-that it  is 
therefore incumbent on them to depute Tibetan officers to co-operate in proceedings. 
When the Council's reply reaches us, we will a t  once appoint a Chinese officer to join 
whatever Commission Your Excellency nominates, the object as above mentioned being, 
first, to visit the neighbourhood of Giaogong, and then to proceed to Donkpa-La and the 
south, so that by personal investigation, it may be decided where the differences between 
the water-course boundaries as defined in the Convention, and the cairns or boundary 
marks alluded to by the Tibetans, exist. This being accomplished, the matter of erecting 
definite boundary stoiles can then be taken into consideration. 

I n  any case, should the Tibetan oficera fail i n  joining the Commission at  the 
appointed time, it ia still our intelltion to nominate a Chinese officer to proceed with thc 
investigation work in order to the prevention of further delays. 

By this means it is hoped that a speedy solution of the frontier difficulty may be 
arrived at, and any deviation from the entente cordiale at present existing between our 
respective Governments avoided. 

It remains for us  to trust that, as a further proof of Your Excellency's well known 
good-will and fricndship, yon will accord with the suggetltions and proposals we have 
made. 

We await Your Excellency's reply in due course, and 
We have, kc., 

(Signed) KWEI HUAN. 
NA CHIN. 

Dated at, Lhassa, the 24th day of the 2nd moon of the 22nd year of Kuang Hsii 
(6th April 1896). 

'I'ranslated by- 
(Signed) H. E. HOBSON, 

Yatung, Commissioner, Chinese Imperial Customs Services. 
The 12th April, 1896. 

Annexure 4. 
Letter to His  Ezcellen,cy the Right Hon.o?crnble the Eaarl: of Elgin a n d  Kincnrdine, P.C., 

LL.D.,  Q.M.S.I., &c., Goveruor-Cfet~eml of I~tdia,, dated a t  Lhasn, 24th da!/ of tlre 
2nd moon of the 22trd !/ear of KIICLTL~ Hsii (6th April,  1896). 

Having by Imperial Decree been appoint'ed Assistant Chinese Resident in Tibet and 
granted the Brevet Rank of Lieutenant-General, I have now the honour to inform Your 
Excellency that 1 cntered on t.he duties of my post on the 25th day of the 10th moon of 
the last year (14th December 189.5). 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) NA CHIN, 

Chinese Resident a t  Lham. 
Translated by- 

Yatung, 
The 11th April, 1896. 

(Signed) H. E. HOBSON, 
Commissioner, Chinese Imperial Custom Services. 

-- - - -- -- - -- - 
* fin~ralntor'a ,tote -These cnirns or boundary mark8 wore, so the Tibotann contend, erected when bhe 

boundnry wen de0ned in the 69th yesr of the reign of Kien-lung (A.D. 1796). 



Enclosure 2 in No. 19. 

Letter from C. W. Bolton, Esq., Officiating Chief Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, Political Department, to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India, Foreign Department, dated Darjeeling, the 2nd May, 
1896. 

In  continuation of my letter, dated the 1st May, 1896, I am 
directed to submit, for the information of the Government of India, 
a copy of a telegram of the same date from the Political Officer of Sikkim, 
reporting that he has received a letter from the Assistant Chinese Resident 
in Tibet, intimating that His Excellency Kwei Huan has been superseded, 
and requesting that their joint letter, dated the 6th April, 1896, to His 
Excellency the Viceroy, may be considered to be in abeyance pending the 
arrival of the new Amban. The Assistant Resident's letter will be trans- 
mitted to the Government of India as soon as i t  is received by this Govern- 
ment. 

Annexure. 

Telegram from the Political Oficer, Sikkim, ffuntolr, to the Co?nmissi~ner, Rajshahi, 
Darjeeling, dated the 1st May, 1.896. 

Letter received Assistant Amban stating Kwei superseded ; requests former joint 
letter may be considered in abeyance pending arrival new Aniban. India maF wish to see 
this letter before sending answer to letter of 6th April. Letter sent bv to-day's post. 

Enclosure 3 in No. 19. 

Letter from W .  N. Beauclerk, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty's Charge' 
d'dffaires, Peking, to His Excellency the Viceroy and Gouernor- 
General of India, dated Peking, the 30th March, 1896. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to enclose herewith, for Your Lordship's considera- 
tion, translatioil of a note I have received from 

From Yamkn~dated the 24th the Tsungli Yambn, announcing the appoint- 
March, 1896. ment of Wen Hai, the Provincial Judge of the 

Imperia' dated the Province of Kweichow, to the post of Imperial 20th March, 1896. Resident in Tibet, and suggesting that the 
Sikkim-Tibet frontier demarcation should await the arrival of Wen Hai 
at  his new post. I have the honour to enclose also to Your Lordship tra,ns- 
lation of the Imperial Decree ordering Kwei Huan, the Imperial Resident 
in Tibet, to vacate his post and to proceed to Peking. 

Annexure 1. 

Letter from Tsungli Ya?ne^n to W. N. Beauclcrk, Esq., Her Britanlric Majesty'8 
Chnrgk d'Aflaire.9, Peking, dated tke 24th March, 1896 (h-uung Hsu X,YII.-2-11). 

(Translation.) 

The Princes and Minieters of the Tsongli Yamen have the honour to inform Her 
Majesty's Charg6 dlAffairee that they have the honour to receive through the Privy 
Council a copy of an Imperial Decree which was issued on the 23rd March, appoirltillg 



Wen Hai, the Provincial Judge of Kweichow, to be Imperial Resident i n  Tibet, with the  
brevet rank of Deputy Lieutenant-General, and ordering him to proceed to his new post 
with all speed without coming to Pekin for audience. 

The YamBn would observe that, owing to tlle great distance from Kweichow to Tibet, 
it will take the new Resident, Wen, a considerable time to reach his post, and that the 
joint examination of the important frontier qoestions between India and Tibet shonl4 
await his arrival. 

The Princes and Ministers have the honour to bring the foregoing to the knowledge 
of Her Majesty's Chargi. d'Affaires, and would likewise request him to be good enough to 
communicate it  to Her Majesty's Government. 

Annexure 2. 

(Translation.) 

The following Decree appeared in the " Peking Gazette" of the 20th March, 1896 :- 
(Kuang Hsii, XXI1.-2-7.) 

We hereby command Kwei Huan, the Imperial Resident in  Tibet, to vacate his post 
and come to Pekin. 

Encloslire 4 in  No. 19. 

L e t t e r  f r o m  C. W. B o l t o n ,  Esq., Oficiating Chief S e c r e t a r y  to 
the G o v e r n m e n t  of B c n g a l ,  P o l i t i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t ,  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a l - y  to 
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  India, F o r e i g n  D e p a r t m e n t ,  d a t e d  D a r j e e l i n g ,  t he  
6th Jla?y,  1896 .  

(Extract.) 

I n  continuation of lny letter, dated the 2nd May, 1 8 9 6 ,  I am 
directed to snbmit, ior  the inforn~ntion and orders of the Government 
of India,  the acconipaiiying copy of a letter, dated the 1st idem, 
from the Political Officer of Sikkini, enclosing a letter, dated tlie 22nd 
April,  1 8 9 6 ,  with a11 English translntion from H i s  Excellency Na  Chin, 
the Assistant Chinese Resident in Tibet, proposing tha t  the arrangements 
set forth in  the joint despatch, datecl the Gth Apri l ,  1896, nlay be con- 
sidered to be in abeyance 1,ending the arrival of a new Resident v ice  H i s  
Excellency Kwei I iuan .  I n  the letter, dated the  4th March, 1 8 9 6 ,  
from His  Escellericy the Viceroy to the address of the Resident, 
i t  was ~n t ima ted  that Mr.  JfTliite would he ready to meet tlie 
Chinese and Tibetan delegates and comnience the enquiry into tlie 
bonndary at Giagong \owe time af te r  the beginning of tl;e current. 
month. The 1)resrnt ])l-ol)osnl, 11011 ever, post1)ones tlie da te  indefi- 
nitely. Thc Lieutenant-Govei,no~ oalcl suggest that  i t  may be 
pointed out to the Assist;iiit Resident, if his and the Resident's joint pro- 
1xwa1 for tlie extension of the preliminary enquiry to the boundary south 
of the Llonlrya La  is agrectl to, tha t  only a preliminary enquiry \\-ill now 
he held, with the view of o1)tnining a report for consideration hy the t ~ v o  
Governments, tha t  there appears, therefore, to  be no objection to the officers 
meeting for the purpose of making this enquiry, and tha t  the  time has  
arrived u lien the e ~ i q l l i ~  y can he most conveniently commenced. I 
am at tht\ \an)? t iwe to t r a n s m ~ t  liere\v~th a lettel-, dated the 25th 
A 1 ) r ~ l ,  \\'it11 ;in Knglish translation atltlreisetl to H i s  Excellency the 
Viceroy 1)y Hiq ISxcellency Kwei Hnan,  intimating tha t  in compliance nrith 
ordrrs rcccivetl from Peking, he has forwarded his seal of office to  the 
Assistant Resident who has assumed management of Tibetan affairs. It 

I b l 4 i  I 



would appear from this communication that the Assistant Resident has 
been vested with the power and authority of the Resident, and that there 
is, therefore, no objection to his assuming the responsibility of directing 
the Chinese and Tibetan delegates to join Mr. White in carrying out the 
preliminary enquiry. 

Annexure 1. 

Letter from John C. White, Esq., Political Oflcer, Sikkim, to the Commissioner, 
Rajshahi, dated Guntok, the 1st May, 1896. 

I have the honour to forward a despatch from His Excellency Na Chin, the Assistant 
Amban, for His Excellency the Viceroy, dated Lhasa, 22nd April. 

His Excellency Na Chin asks for further delay on the ground that the Senior Amban, 
Kwei Huan, nas been superseded, and that he  does not care to face the responsibility of 
giving orders by himself. 

I am of opinion that this letter is  simply a n  excuse for  further delay, as the orders 
were issued by the Senior Amban, in  conjunction with the Assistant Amban, and would 
be binding on his successor. 

His Excellency Icwei Huan has been in office in Lhasa for four  years, during which 
period he had ample time to explain the situation as regards the frontier to the Tibetans. 

I t  is now six years since the Sikkirn-Tibet Convention was signed, and, although 
many friendly overtures have been made by the Government of India, they have met, with 
no euccess in settling the question in dispute. Any further delay would, in  my opinion 
be of no advantage, and would not further the settlement. 

A n n e x u r e  2. 

Letter ft301n His Excellerzcy N u  Chin, Assistant Chinese Resident a t  L l ~ a s a ,  B?.evrt 
Lieutenant-Cfenerccl, &c., kc., to HIS E.ccelle~tcy the Right Honourable the Eurl of 
Elgilt rcnd Kinccwdine, P.C., L.LD., G.M.X.I., &c.. dc., (i'ovel-nor-Guzeral of India, 
dated a t  Lhnsa, tlie lUth (lay of the 31-d ;Moo*l o j  the 22nd year  of K ~ u u n g  Hsii 
(221td April,  1896). 

(Translation.) 

Having refcrence to t,he joint clespatch addressed to Your Excellency, under date of the 
6th instant I)y His Excellency Icwei Hnan, the Imperial Resident, and myself, relative to 
the appointing of Chinese and Tibetan ollicers to join a (:ommission of Enquiry into 
matters connectetl with the Sikki~n-Tibet frontier. to which tlespatch no reply is so far to 
hand, and the receipt of which is essential ere the officers depart on their mission, I have 
now the honour to solicit a rneasnre of indulgence. 

On the 8th of the current moon (April 20tl1), Hi# Excellency the Viceroy of the 
Szechuan Province communicate(l to this t l ~ e  substance of a t,elegr:rm received by him from 
t,he Privy Coaricil, to Ihe rffect that. I)y 1rnl)erial Etlict, Icwei Haan,  the Senior Hesitlent 
a t  I>h;l~a, was rec~llecl to Pelting. S a c l ~  being tht. case I h ~ v e  to remark that, intet.n:~t,ional 
;rnd frontier irlEnirs co1111ectet1 wit.11 Ti l~et  have nt:coss;lrily to I)e :~ctually a(ljnilic;3t~lI on  i , ~  
the Senior lie?iidi.nt, hc  conterril~g with ~nyrlc~lf ;IS x ~ul)orllinat,e o ~ ~ l y ,  b~lt,  ns IIi3 
Excellency 1iwt.i H ~ i n n  is now on the point of v :~c ;~ t i r~g  l ~ i n  post, and as to (late I have no 
word :ls t.o who  hi^ RIicces?Iot' m:ly IJC,, I h;l~t? untler tlie circnmst,ances a fceli~lg oE 
reluctance to trssnrne intlividual re~l~onsibi l i ty .  

I have therefore to propose that the arrangements ~ e t  forth in the joint tlespatch 
addressed t,o Your Excellency, under date of the 6th instant, may be consitlerctl in 
abeyance prndirlg the arrival of the new Imperial Re~ident ,  after which event a furt.hrr 
despatch will be forxvarcled, suggesting a time for giving effect to the oriyiuxl 1)roKr;lmme. 

I am aware that some delay will thus be entailed, but I purpose employing uqself  i l l  

the interim in further exl>lainiug tl-10 situ:~tion ;IS regards the frontier to the Tibetilne 
(Lamas), and iu endeavouring to remove their cloubtv  nil ~ u i ~ g i v i ~ l g s ,  to the c:nd that a 
way may be paved for an ultimate and eat!sfactory settlement of the Eroutier question. 



I now address 
proposals submitted 
6 th  instant, may, for 

Your Excellency therefore requesting, as above stated, that the 
b;r His Excellency Kwei Huan and myself, under date of the 

the present, be allowed to stand over. 

I shall be obliged by Your Excellency's reply in due course. 

Translated by- 

H. E. HOBSON, 
Commissioner, Chinese Imperial Custom8 service. 

Yatung, Tibet,, 
The 27th April, 1396. 

Letter ,f?.oln Jolrn C. White, Esq., Political Ofice?.. Sikkitn, to the Conzmissioner, 
Bajshahi, dated Quntolc, the ;Srd ,lfuy, 1896. 

I have the honour to forward a letter, dated Lhasa, the 25th April, from His 
Excellency Icwei Huan to His Excellency the Viceroy. 

I t  will be seen that the Assi~tant Amban, Na Chin, has been ordered to attend to 
Tibetan affairs. The letter from His Excellency Na Chin forwarded with rn1 letter of 
1st May was written three clays before he took over charge from His Excellency 
Kwei Huan. 

Annexure 4. 

Letter fro171 His  I+Cxcellency Kuvc Huan ,  Chinese Hesidmzt a t  Lhosn, Ijnperial Commis- 
sioner for- Fjvnlier Afuirs bettr~cen India, a n d  Ttbct, Liei~te?zant-G~ne?al,  kc., to His 
Excellent!/ the Riglrt Eonourabla the Ear1  of Elgin a n d  k-~ncrrrdine. P.C., L.LD., 
G.Jf.S.I., kc., Governor-Gen~~,al  of Indin. Dated a t  Lhasa, t l e  1:ltlr. day  of the 3 r d  
Moon c?f thr 22nd year. of K~tr tng Hsii (23th April, 1896.) 

(Translation.) 

I have the honour to inform you that I aln in receipt of the following Imperial Receipt, 
dated tlie 8th of the 2nd Moon of tlie current year (20th March l8!)d), and conveyed to me, 
under special instl.uctions, by His Excellency Lee, Viceroy of the Szechuan province ; 
viz. :- 

"Kwei Huan is to vacar,e his post and report to Pelting. Na Chin is directed to 
assume the management of Tibetan affairs and carefully administer the 
same." 

Accordingly, on the 13th of the current Moon (25th April), I forwarded my seal of office 
by a Secretary to His Excellency Na Chin, the Assistant Resident, and, on the same date, 
handed over charge. 

I beg to advise Your Excellency to the above effect. 

Translated by- 

H.  E. HOBSON, 
Commi~sioner, Chinese Imperial Customs Service. 

Yatsung, Tibet,, 
The 30th April, 1896. 

Enclosure 5 in  No. 19. 

L e t t e r  f r o m  His E x c e l l e n c y  t h r  Viceroy  and G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l  of India lo  
His E , ~ c ~ l l ~ n r ? /  Ma f ' h i n ,  A s s i s t a n t  ( ' 1 ~ i n e . s ~  R ~ s i d e n t  at L h a s a ,  B r e v e t -  
L i r u t r n a n t - G e n e r a l ,  &c. ,  &c., T i b e t ,  d a t e d  S i m l a ,  t h e  27th May, 1896. 

I way on the point of acknowledging Your Excellency's despatch of the 
6th  April,  lcP96, which informed me of your appointment a s  Ass i s tmt  
Chincsr Rr5itlrnt in Tihet, a n d  of replying to  the joint despatch of the 
same tl:~tr fl-om y o ~ ~ r s e l f  and Hi? Excellency ICwei Huan,  when I received 
intinlation that  n f ~ ~ r t h e r  despatch was on the way, requesting tha t  the joiirt 

I l i l l i  1 2  



proposals made by Your Excellency and Kwei Huan might remain in abey- 
ance pending the arrival of the newly-appointed Chinese Resident. I am 
now in receipt of Your Excellency's despatch of the 22nd April.  

I was quite prepared to accept the suggestioil that  the preliminary en- 
quiry to be made by Mr. White a t  Giagong, in conjunction with Chinese 
and  Tibetan representatives, should be extended, so as to include an inves- 
tigation concerning the  boundary south of the Donkhya La. The pro- 
posals made contemplated nothing more than a joint local enquiry, with a 
view to obtaining reports for consideration by the two Governments; and 
if  no further steps are taken in the matter until His  Excellency Wen Hai 
has assumed charge a t  Lhasa, i t  appears not improbable that  i t  will be 
then too late to attempt any field work during the open season of the present 
vear. I have, however, no desire to press Your Excellency to assume fur- 
ther responsibility in this matter than you may see fit. 

I noted with pleasure that  i t  was the intention both of yourself and of 
His  Excellency Kwei Huan to impress upon the Tibetan Council of State 
the earnest desire of the Government of India to maintain peaceful rela- 
tions with Tibet, and to bring to a satisfactory conclusion the various 
questions connected with the Sikkim-Tibet frontier. I now observe that 
you propose to employ the interval before His  Excellency Wen Hai's 
arrival, in further explaining the situation as regards the frontier to the 
Lamas, and in endeavouring to remove their cloubts and misgivings. I 
t rus t  that  full success may meet your efforts in this direction. 

I take this opportunity of also acknowledging His  Excellency Kwei 
Huan's despatch of the 25th April, informing me tha t  he had on that  date 
handed over charge to Your Excellency. 

Enclosure 6 in No. 19. 

Letter from H .  S. Barnes, Esq. ,  Officiating Secretary to the Government 
of Indicc, Foreign Department, to the Chief Secretary to the Govern- 
illent of Bcnyal, clutecl Sin~lu,  the 2 7 t l ~  ililu,y, 1.896. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters marlied on 
the margin, regarding matters connected with 
the demarcation of the Sikkim-Tibet froiitier. 

D a t ~ d  the 1 s t  ~ I . I \ - ,  IS!)(;. 2. From a despatch received from Her 
Britannic Majesty's Charg6 d'Affaires, i t  ap- 

the Znd ~ r ~ ~ ,  IX:I(;. pears that  the Tsungli Yam6n have also sug- 
gested that  the joint examination of important 
questions relating to the frontier should await 
the arrival a t  Lliasa of the new Chinese Resi- 
dent. Under these circumstances, and having 
regard to the fact that  the Government of India 

are f a r  more interested in the development of friendly relations with the 
Tibetans and the improvement of trade than in the actual demarcation of 
the border, His  Honour the Lieutenant-Governor will doubtless agree that 
i t  woultl be inadvisable to bring any strong pressilre to bear upon the 
Acting Resident with a view to the immediate inception of the joint en- 
quiry. I am to forward, for favour of early transmission to His Excellency 
Na Chin, a letter from the  Viceroy, n copy of which is enclocjed for Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie's information. 

3. I am to take t,liis opportunity of enquiring whether the Lieutenant- 
Governor conteniplates making any l~roposals in regard to the i~rlprovement 
of the road up to the Lachen and Lachung Monast,eries. 



No. 20. 
Let ter  from the  Govcr~zlnc;lzt o f  Znclio, i n  the  Fore ign  Depar tmen t ,  to  t h e  

R i q h t  Honolirable Lord George F. H a n ~ i l t o n ,  Her  Alajesty 's  Secretary  
o f  S t a t e  for I n d i a ,  clnted Simlo, t h e  23rd J u n e ,  1896. (Received the  
13 th  J u l y ,  1896.)  

We have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty's 
Governnient, copies of the letters cited in the 
margin on the subject of trade in and through 

1. From the Officiating Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Sikkim in woollen goods and other article? 
Rengal, dated the 16th Nay, manufactured on the Continent of Europe. 
18!I(; (with enclosures). 

2. Fluom the Officiating Chief 2. The specimens received through the 
Secretary to the Gorelmment of Government of Bengal are enclosed. 
Rengal, dated the 23rd May, 
1896. We have, &c., 

(Signed) ELGIN. 
G. S. WHITE.  
J. WESTLAND. 
J. WOODBURN. 
M. D. CHALMERS. 
E. H .  H. COLLEN. 
A. C. TREVOR. 

Enclosure 1 in  No. 20. 

Let ter  f rom C. W .  Bolton,  Esq., C.S., O f i c i a t i n g  Chie f  Secre- 
t a r y  to  t h e  Government  of Rengal ,  Poli t ical  Depar tmen t ,  t o  t h e  
S e c r ~ t a r y  to  the  Government  o f  I n d i a ,  Foreign Depar tmen t ,  da ted  
Darjeeling,  the  16 th  M a y ,  1896. 

(Extract.) 

With reference to the correspondence" between Her Majesty's Secretary 
of State for India and the Bradford Chamber of Commerce, I am directed 
to submit, for the information of the Government of India, copies of papers, 
together with five specimens of woollen goods obtained by the Political 
Oflicer of Sikkim in the local market, and t o  suggest that, should His Excel- 
lency the Governor-General in Council see no  objection, the  papers with 
the specimens may be transmitted to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for 
such action as His  Lordship may think fit totake. 

Annexnre 1. 

L c t t ~ r  froin P. Nolan, E.sq., G.S., Cot~i?uissionr,?- oJ IZnjahnhi, to the Chiej Secretnrl/ to the 
Cfovrvn?nri~t r,f Ilr?~gal, Political Drpnrtrnenl, datc3d Jalpuiquri,  the 8th April, 
1896. 

In  forwarcling herewith a copy of letter, dated 6th April, 1806, from 
Mr. White, t,he Palitic;~l Officer of Stkklm, with annexure, I have the hono~lr  to state 
that I approve Mr.  white'^ j)ro])osal to send dircct to the Chamber of Commerce, 
Rradford, ~j~ecirnenfl of the goods irnporte(l into Tibet. Considering the pains that have 
necn takrn to open thifl ~ri:krket, it is a, matter of regret that Engl~sh  manufacturers should 
have obtaiiic~tl ~o small a ~ h n r e  in the consecluent ac1vant;tges. 

- - - - - - - - - - - -- -- 
See No. 15. 



Annexure 2. 

Letter from J. C. White, li'sq., Political of ice^., SiSikki,m, to the Commissioner o f  Rajshahi, 
dated Gltntolc, the 6th April,  1896. 

(Extract.) 

I went into the bazar in  Guntok and examined all the woollen goods in  the 
different shops. The whole was made.  either in  Germany, Holland, or France. No 
English-made goods come into t.he market,. The same goods are sold in Kalimpong, as 
those shoplreepers obtain the supplies from them or from the same agents i n  Calcutta. It 
is from Kalimpong chiefly that the Tibetan merchants obtain these goods. During the 
first three months of 1S96 some 10,000 yards of woollen goods passed Yatung, and this 
trade is lost, to England. I have taken samples of all the woollen goods sold in  the bazar 
and propose sending t,hem direct to  the Bradford Chamber of Commerce, pointing out that 
the trade is a t  present entirely i n  foreign hands. 

A n n e x u r e  3. 
Letter ft-om G. W. Bolton. Esq., Officiuting Chief Secr.etar?y to the Gouel-nment of 

B e n p l ,  PoliticuI Depurttnent, to the Co~nrni.ssio)~er r f l  Rrzjshrchi, dated Durjeeling 
thr 2nd ,lfuy, 1896. 

With reference to your letter, dated the 8th April, 1896, and its enclosure from 
the Political Officer of Sikkim, I am directed to say that it  is not desirable that 
Mr. White should communicate direct with the Bradford Chamber of Commerce, and 
to request that you will be so good as to obtain from him, and forward to this Office the 
specimens of woollen goods taken by him, with a view to their tranemission to Her 
Majesty's Secretary of State for India through the Government of India, for such action 
as His Lordship may think fit to take. 

Endorsed hy Com~nissionel. of Rrq'shahi, dated Darjecling, the 13th Mug, 1896. 

Copy, with the specimens, forwarded to the Cliief Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal. Polit,ical Department, with reference to his let,ter, dated the 2nd May, 1896. 

Letter from John  C. White. EST., Politicrcl Ofice?", ~Yiklrim, to the Cor~z~nissionet-, Rajshahi, 
r?cdtcd G'ltntok, the 8th 11Iuy, 1896. 

I have the llonour to send the samples of woollen goods obtained by me from this 
bazar, with the conntrr in which they were ~rlade written on eilch :- 

1.-Samples of wool, made in Germany. 
2.-Si~mples of merino, made in France. 
:<.-Samples of broa~lcloth, made in Germany. 
4.- ,, 7)  made in Holland. 
5.  - 7 9  7 1  made in Belgium. 

E n c l o s u r e  2 in No. 20. 

Letter fi-on& C'. W .  Bolton, Esq., ( ' .S. ,  Oficiating Chief Secretary to the 
G o o c ~ * ~ ~ r n ~ n t  oj Bengal, Political Department, to t h ~  Secretary to the 
C;oor~ni~/rizt o/ Inclin,  Ig'ol.ci!jn I )~pnl . tv /rnt ,  dated Dnr.jooling, tile 
231~2 Jlay, 1S9Ci. 

I n  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of my l e t t e r ,  dated the 16th instant, I a m  
directed to forward herewith six more s p e c i m e n s  of woollen goods received 
from the Political Officer o f  Sikkim, four of which were made in Germany 
and two in Holland. 



No. 21. 
Letter j r o m  P. A'ulan, Dq., to ChirJ Secretary to the Uourrnrnent oJ Aengrtl, 

da ted  30th ./u.ne, 1896. 

(Extract.) 

(Paragraph 8.) Mr. White considers that  the official returns of 
trade with Tibet are defective, owing to the sickness and death of 
the chief registering officer at a critical period, but the figures he 
quotes Irorn another source are sufficient to indicate the continuance 
of the increase both in imports and exports. This is generally 
attributed to a rise in the price of wool. It is a mistake t o  connect 
i t  with the provision made in  the Regulat.ions of 1893 for  the 
opening of a trade mart a t  Yatung, as no mart has, in fact, been established. 
Some merchants visited that  place from India during the year for the pur- 
pose of trade, but they had to return without doing any business, as the 
Tibetans were prohibited by their officials from meeting them. The only 
person established as a trader at Yatung, or who has ever sold anything 
there, is Miss Taylor, a missionary who lreeps a dispensary, though not with 
the object of making a profit. The Political Officer has described the 
attempt made during the year to settle the frontier dispute between Sikkim 
and Tibet by a joint commission. I t  failed because the Tibetan represen- 
tatives were not prepared to accept its principle-the adoption of the line 
of demarcation fixed by the Convention made with China in 1890. This 
I ascertained a t  an interview with the Boundary Commissioner, held at 
Yatung In November, and on considering my report the Government of 
India decided that it would be neither politic nor equitable to ignore their 
claims to territory from which the Tibetans were excluded by that  treaty. 
The negotiations are now proceeding on a newT basis-that of examining 
any evidence the Tibetans may produce of rights to land on this side of the 
watershed. It is hoped that  the spirit of conciliation thus mav 
prove to the advantage of trade-an interest far more important than any 
we can have in these barren pastures. A settlement has been delayed by 
the appointment of a new representative of China at Lhassa, who nlav not 
arrive in time for work during the present season. I n  the interval the 
Tibetan Comn~issioner has made an investigation of his own on the frontier, 
and wrill be prepared to formulate his case. 

No. 22. 
Dcs/)ntc.h jrona the Sccrctury of '  Stc~ tc  , f i r .  Ttrttin to thc Goverrzt),etzt ?f Itztlia, 

tltrtctf 21st Llugt~at, 1896. 

My nttrntion ha- been drawn to the 8th paragraph of Mr. Nolan's 
1rtter.t dated 30th June, 1896, which is inclrided in the Annual Report on 
the Stntr of Siktim and our ~.elationi wi th  Bhatnn during 1895-96, of 
an atlvnllcc cop>- has been receiver1 by me f1.0111 the Bengal Government. 

2. I ~xesume that, in furnishing me with the information regarding 
I3riti-11 t~,; lde with Til)ct, for whidl I expressed a wish in my despatch, 
of the 6th December, 1895, Your Excellency will commr~nicate to 
n ~ r  any ol,srrvntions yon may have to malie on the facts alluded to by 
Mr. Nolan. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) GEORGE HAMILTON. 

* Not printed. t No. 21. 



No. 23. 
Letter front tlre Governnlent ig' I~tc l i~r ,  i rz  the I;hrei!~t~ Department, to the Ri#~ht 

/ l o ~ ~ o t ~ r a b l e  Lord (:eor!jle F. Ilanailtoil, Her  J[ujesty's Secretary o f  State 
for India ,  dated IGrt Il'illiana, tlre 23rd DrcetlrO~r, 1896. (Keceived 
thc 12th Jattuary, 1897.)  

(Extract.) 

A copy of Your Lordship's Despatch, dated the 21st August, 
1896, regarding British trade with Tibet, was communicated tol 

the Government of Bengal for any remarks 
which the  Lieutenant-Governor might have to 

Froln the Chief S e c r e t i ~  offer. I n  reply Sir Alexander Mackenzie has 
to the Government of Bengal, 
dated the 27th July, 189G. caused attention to  be drawn to the  5th para- 

graph of the letter* marked in the  margin, 
which sets forth His Honour's views upon Mr. 

Nolan's opinion as to  the  complete failure of Yatung as a mart  for the en- 
couragement of trade, owing principally to the obstructive attitude of the 
Tibetans. I n  the  course of recent correspondence relating to the with- 
drawal of the post hitherto maintained a t  Gnatong, the  Lieutenant-Governor 
was informed :-" It is understood that  the trade route from Yatung 
through Gnatong has been perfectly safe for years past, and i t  appears to 
be a t  least possible tha t  the evacuation of Gnatong would be regarded by the 
Tibetans as a sign that  the British Government have no desire t o  advance 
their boundaries, and might thus serve to  improve, instead of damaging, the 

prospects of a satisfactory understanding in 
t ~ ~ t ~ l  of imports and frontier matters. The returnst of trade with 

exports. Tibet exhibit a marked improvement in the last 
Rs. three years. With the figures before him t h e  

1892-93 . . . T,,S0,6:\6 
1893-94 .. . 6,90,412 Governor-General in Council hesitates to accept 
1891-95 ... 11,49,150 the view that  the  results of the  Convention and 
1895-36 . . 9,74,528 ( ~ o s -  of the Trade Regulations have so far been en- 

s i b l ~  all undelu-~tate11lent). tirely disappointing, and considers i t  admissible 
to hope that ,  by the  exercise of tact ,  forbearance 

and patience, our relations with the Tibetans may yet, before long, 
be placed on a satisfactory footing." To this His  Honour has now re- 
joined:-" Although it is a fact that  there has been n marked improve- 
ment in the last three pears in the t r t~de  with Tibet, the result is not attri- 
buted by the local officers to the opening of the mart a t  Yatung." The 
figures of our trade with Tibet are filrnished monthly to the India Office 
in the " Llccounts relating to the Trade by Land of British India with 
Foreign 'Countries," antl we may refer Your Lordship to the remarks on the 
trade of this region which will I)e found a t  page 78 of Mr. J. E O'Conor's 
"Revie~v of the Trade of India in 1895-96." The matter will continue to 
receive our careful attention, but we are not hopeful of any great advance 
in trade on this frontier, ant1 we should, we think, rest content with that 
gradllal development which may be expected to follotv the restoration of 
confidence on the border antl the opening out of such trade routes on our 
side of the frontier as can be concitructed and kept in order at a reasonable 
cost. 

Enclosnre in No. 23 

(Extlxct .) 
For the trade between Britiili territory and Tibet figures for the whole 

of 1894-95 have not been fu1,nizIietl hy thr Political Officer, as the mart a t  
Yatung was not opened until the lbt M a \ ,  1894. The imports into and 

- -. - - - - . . - - - -- 
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exports from British territory in the  first quarter  of 1895 and 1896, how- 
ever, compare thus : - 

Imports into ' Exports from 

I I I I 

Exclusive of treasure, the  imports were Rs. 2,27,385 in 1895, against 
Rs. 2,89,864 in 1896, and the exports Rs. 1,11,337 in 1895 against Rs.  
1,95,826 in 1896. The t rade  thus  shows developn~ent under Loth beads, 
the increase in imports being chiefly in wool, woollen cloth and  musk, and  in 
exports in cotton goods and lnetals. The  Comnlissioner attributes no 
effect yet in stimulating t rade  to  the  mart  a t  Yatung, where traders have 
not established themselves olving to the  obstruction of t he  Tibetans and the  
unsuitableness of the  site, and explains the larger receipts of wool from 
Tibet to be due to the higher prices of the year. The results of the  Con- 
vention with China and  the t rade regulations have been so far  entirely dis- 
appointing, and i t  is ill~possible to foresec when the obstructive at t i tude of 
the Tibetans will give place to cordial co-operation with the  British author-  
ities. No change can certainly be expected until the dispute regarding 
the boundary has been settled. 

- 

I 
I I Hs. 
I 189.5 ... ... . . . I  ~ ~ 3 7 , 1 1 5  

PT2. 24. 
Letter f r o m  C. Mr. Rollon, lSscl., C.S.I., Chief Secretary to the C~or~ernrnent of 

Bc~t!/nl, to the Secretur,~ to the Government of India, If'ureign Uepczrln~erlt, 
dated Calcutta, the 27th August, 1898. 

Rs. 
2,12,527 

(Extract.) 
I am directed to submit the Annual  Repor t t  of the  Political Oficer on 

the adniinistration of Silrliilll during the year 1897-98. Mr .  White's re- 
marks on frontier aflairs a re  interesting. The Tibetans maintain the 
at t i tude of o l~ l~os i t ion  to the entry of British, and  even Sikkini, subjects 
into their country, which has been a serious drawhack to the develop~nent of 
the mart  a t  Yatung. The new Aniban reached Lhasa in February last, 
and corresl~ondence has passed between hi111 and H i s  Excellellcy the Viceroy 
in  regard to the settlement of the Sikkini-Tibet boundary dispute. H e  is 
desirous tha t  permission should be given to  the Tibetans to inspect the 
boundary before the j o ~ n t  eiicluiry 1s made ba- the Chinese and Mr. White, 
and to this no objection has bcen taken. A further con~lnunicatioll to His  
Excellency the Vicero! is eslxcted fro111 him, but has not yet reached the 
frontier. There appears now to be a genuine desire on the part of the 
Chinese to settle the lmundary dispute 1171thout delay, and Mr.  Hobson, who 
has been ~,elieved as Chinese Customs OLficer a t  Yatung by Mr.  Montgomery, 
has been detained to assist in the matter. The following figures of t he  
re1)ort sho~l- a steady increase in the value 01 the total t rade I~etween British 
te1.1 itory and Tibet, a decrease in ex1)orts from British territory having heen 
I I I O I * ~  than cor~ntct.l)alnnced Ijy al l  cxeess in the ir~lports :- 

Britich Territory. Uritiah Territory. 

I I I I 
Eleven months only. t Sot  priuted. 

I l i 4  15 
h: 

-- 

1 ! - I  I .. . . . . 
1 S!l l-!l,-) .. ... 
! . ' - ! I  ... ... 
I 7 .. . . . . 
1S!)7-:)8 ... . . . 

Tnllxwts into 
Ikitinh 'rrrritnry. 

I 

tls 
:\,5S,i!>!) 
(i,:\S,!IY ' 
7,0i,O(;:\ 
i,!lO,~i:j-l 
8,7!),720 

Es11ort.i I r o ~ n  
llrilirh Territory. 

HH. 
:\,:\I ,(;03 
6, I Ii,7;)6* 
S,Ii1,087 
S,shS,017 
S,Z:1,:\40 

Tot:". 

I&. 
(i,!lO,.lO ! 

12,-)5,iIO' 
l5.(iS,150 
lli,78,651 
li90:!,0(io 



An increase occurred in blankets, woollen cloth and raw wool among 
the articles iinported from Tibet. Mr. Mll~ite states that  the  value of the 
exports froill Bntish territory fell off through a reduction in the quantity 
of piece goods carried. H e  explains the action taken by him to endeavour 
to push the sale of English woollen goods in Tibet by despatching samples 
into the country for inspection by traders. Few of the  samples receiveu 
appear to have been suited for the Tibetan market, and success cannot be 
expected ~rnless the requirements of that  rnarket are  specially studied and 
st l ln~les of goods acceptable to  the 1)eople are sent out. A n  increase in 
the export of woollen goods to Tibet is, however, observable in the figures 
for the past year. 

No. 25. 
I )c , yu tch  ~ r o m  the Secretary  oj' State  j b r  l l l d i n  to t?ic G'or)c,rnme~zt of' f t ~ t l i a ,  

datcd 6 t h  October ,  1898. 

I n  perusing the Administration Report of Sikkim for 1897-98, and the 
comments thereon made by the Government of Bengal in Mr. Bolton's letter 
to  your Foreign Secretary, dated 27th August, 1898, my attention has again 
been drawn to the trade and frontier relations between Sikkim and Tibet. 

2. I n  view of the termination next year of the period of five years 
referred to in the fourth clause of the Agreement of 1893 and the  possi- 
bility therein contemplated of the introduction of a tariff on trade a t  
Yatung, I shall be glad to  receive from Your Excellency's~Government a 
full report both on the progress made since the date of tha t  Agreement 
towards the settlement of the frontier, and on the extent t.o which the 
trade stipulatioris of the Treaty and Convention have been operative. 

3. I shall also be glad to know whether the experience of the last 
four years has suggested to Your Excellency's Government any practical 
measures for securing more fully the facilities for trade which the TI-eaty 
of 1890 and the Convention of 1893 were intended to provide. 

I have, kc. ,  

(Signed) GE,ORIGE H'AtMI1,TON. 

No. 26. 
Letter front the ( ;o?~et ' t l~~retr /  of Itlrti~,,  in tltc I'orei!jr~ jlel ,ut't i t~t t t t ,  to t/re /h!1/11 

//onourcil)/e /,or(l (;eot,!/e I*'. J lnn~i l to~, ,  //o. Allc!/es/jj's ,Sccrotcir*y o f  LStaIo , />)I .  
I n d i r ~ ,  (lwterl Fort Il'illinm, the : ;0 th  .lfa) clt, lt(!l9. ( l : ece~rec l  the 15th 
April, 1899.) 

With reference to Your Lol*dshil)'s desl~stch, clatecl the 6th Octobeln, 
1898, we have t.he I~onolll to  I I . ; I I I S ~ ~ I ~ L  a col)y o f  corr,esl~unclencc: 
which has recently ~,iksscd with tlic G o v t ~ ~ ~ n ~ ~ ~ c i i t  ol' Bengwl allel with 
tlic Chinese 1111pet.ial Corlllnissioner, for Tibetan affairs on the sul)ject 
of trade and frontier relatiolis I ~ e t w c ~ ~ n  Sikkirll and Tibet. 

2. ' As ex1)lainetl I)y the 12engal Governn~ent, no real l ~ r o 5 1 . c ~ ~  has yet 
a lolls as been made towa1.d~ the settlement of tlie frontier, while the stipul t '  

to  trade have I)een l)~,t~ctically ino1)erativc. Tlie fact is that  t,llere has never 
been any act~lal  tl-atlc ;\t  Yat~lng.  tvl~icll place can never I)c exl)ect,etl to he 
a real mart. Your Lordship is aware of the concessions to which Lord 
Lansdowne's Government consented when the present regulat.ions were 
~inder arra.ngelnent. I\'(, arnc l~r 'cl~a~'(>(l  t,o n t l ( 1  to t11c1r1 t)y rcvising the 
frontier, so as to leave tv 'l'il~et thv la~itls in the 1i(-~igl1110i11~hoo(l of 
Giaogong whicl~ the ' L ' i l ~ ~ t u l ~ ~  a I T  so r.l[..il.clr~s O F  I . ( ' ~ ; I  il~illg. W (' C;I 11 ,  honevel, 
only agree to this al.l.angenlcnt vll  coilclitioll that l'llar,i is t.llt.ocvn opcn t u  



native traders from British India, and tha t  these traders are not hindered 
from conducting business there directly with the Tibetans. W e  do not at 
present wish to insist on permission for Europeans to reside a t  Phar i  for 
trading purposes, but we should retain the option of sending a Brltisb 
official to visit Phari  and to reside there if this should prove desirable. 
When i t  is remembered that  natives of Nepal and Bhutan already have free 
access not only to Phari but to  Lhasa, and thatHindu traders from India 
are believed to go freely to  Tibet through Nepal and to have engaged in 
trade there, the reasonableness of our denzand for access to Phari  will be 
apparent. 

3. We shall now await a reply from the  Chinese Imperial Resident 
to the Viceroy's letter of the 25th March, and we shall be glad to be 
favoured with any advice which Her  Majesty's Government may have 
to offer in the matter. A t  the same time we do not desire to conceal from 
Your Lordship our opinion that  negotiations with the Chinese Resident- 
although they now have the sanction of long usage, and although the  
attempts that  have so far been made to open direct communication with the  
Tibetan authorities have resulted in failure-are not likely to be productive 
of any serious result. We seem, in fact, in respect of our policy towards 
Tibet, to  be moving in a vicious circle. If we apply to Tibet, 
we either receive no reply, or are referred to the Chinese Resident. 
If we apply to  the  latter, he excuses his failure by his inability t o  put any 
pressure upon Tibet. As a policy this appears to us to  be both unproduc- 
tive and inglorious. We shall be grateful for Your Lordship's opinion as to  
the advisability of any modification of it in the near future. 

4. A copy of the present despatch, with enclosures, is under  trans- 
mission to Her Britannic Majesty's Minister a t  Peking. 

We have, &c., 

(Signed) CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 
M. D. CHKLMElRS. 
E. H. H. COLLEN. 
A. C. TREVO'R. 
C. M. RIVAZ. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 26. 

Leller fiona B. J. .llncphrrso~~, 12.~q., C.I.E., Oficiczti~~y Secrct(zry to the 
Gorernnacnt of B P I L ~ ~ ,  i'olitic(~I Depcl~.tmefrt, to the Secretary to t l ~ e  
G'oz1crtzinetll oj' ltzdicl, i~'ore(pt Dtparttneut, datetl Cctlcutta, the 13th Illay, 
18'38. 

(Extract.) 

I am directed to forward a further communication to the address of 
His Excellency the Viceroy from His Excellency Wen, Chinese Imperial 
Commissioner for Tibetan Affairs, regarding the demarcation of the bound- 
ary between Silrkim and Tibet,. I am a t  the same time to submit, for the in- 
,formation of the Government of India, copy of a letter, dated t h e  
4th instant, from the Commissioner of Rajshahi, with which the  above 
commlinication has been received, together with its enclosure from the  
Political Officer of Siklrim and an English translation of the Chinese letter 
to His Excellency. I t  will be observed that  the Chinese Imperial Commis- 
sioner recom~ncnds that the Tibetans shoald, to begin with, inspect the line 
of demarcation laid down in the Convention with China, and that  he ex- 
presses a desire to visit India to confer with His  Excellency the Viceroy on 
various Tibetan questions. The Tibetans have had ample opportunity 
during the last four years of inspecting the treaty boundary which was also 
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ex lained to them. I t  is probable, therefore, that the present proposal is P on y made with the object of gaining time, for the season has closely ap- 
roached in which alone i t  will be possible to have the joint enquiry on the 

gontier,  which has been in contemplation since 1896. It is for the Govern- 
ment of India to say whether they would like this joint enquiry on the 
claims of the Tibetans t.o be now pressed on the Amban. 

Annexure 1. 

Letter from C. J. O'Donnell, Esq., C.S., Oficiating Commissioner of Rajshahi, to the C h i g  
Secretary to the Governtnenl of Bengal, Political Department, dated flarjeeling, 
the 4th May, 1898. 

I have the  honour to forward herewith a copy of letter, dated the 21st April, 
1898, from the Political Officer of Sikkim, with its enclosures i n  original, regarding the 
demarcation of boundary between Sikkim aud Tibet with the following observations left 
by Mr. Nolan :- 

" I would remark that the Tibetans have for some years had every opportunity of 
examining the treaty boundary, which was also explained to them, and even in part 
marked with pillars. I d o  not understand what more can be required in  that direction, or 
when i t  can be considered that the time for consideration has passed and that for action 
arrived. A visit by the Amban to India appears to be desirable, but i t  is doubtful whether 
any settlement as to the frontier can be made with him ; I rather expect that he will 
declare the intention of China to levj- a duty on goods passing Yatung." 

Annexure 2. 

Letter from J.  C. White, Esq., Polilical Oficer, rSilckint, to the Comtnissione?. of h'ajsha7ti, 
dated Guntolc, the 21sl April,  1898. 

I have the honour to forward a clespatch from His  Excellency the d m b a n  to His 
Excellency the Viceroy, dated l l t h  March, lY!)H, together with an English translation, 

The sug,oest,ion that the Tibetans should inspcct the boundary before demarcation 
appears to be what the Government requires, and what has already been aakecl for in 
His  Excellency the Viceroy's letters to the Amban, dated the 4th of March, 1896, and the 
27th of May, 1896. 

Annexure 3. 

Letter from His  Ezcellerwy Wen, Itnperial C~~~/~nzi,s.siot~et., charged with the cidnainislration 
of Tibilrclnn A,fait.a, Awsixlnnt Lietttr,~trtnl-(Ji!nf,t-(~,I! ( . W ~ L T ~ C ~ I L  Arm!/), to HI:S lC.ccellerrc?/ 
the Right Bonor~rr~hle the Ec1r.I of' J ~ L ~ L I I ,  arid Kincard,ine, P.C., LL.D., (f..W.M.J'I., 
G.X.I.E., kc., &c., Viceroy of India ,  rlntod rit Lhnsa, lhe l!)th d a y  r?f the third moon 
of the 24th year of " Kuang-lrsu " (,bIarc/~ l l t h ,  18'38). 

(Translation.) 

In  the matter oE the Tibet-Sikkim Ero~~rier,  His Excellency Na Chen, Assist-ant 
Imperial commissioner, has already adtlresaetl Your 1Sxcellency, suggesting that, pending 
my arrival in  Tibet. proceetliuga he ternpor;trily tleferred. Now, however, since I have 
entered on the duties of my office, it is incurnbt*nl on me to take matters in hand as 
~peedi ly  as possible. The Tibetans, it Init)- be obsurvecl, are naturally dolt,ish and prone to 
doubts and misgiving*; people, in fact, who cannot be guitlerl aright by mere word of 
mouth only. I n  thin bountlary matter, therefore, it would Heem best, in the first inst;ulce, 
that they (the Til)et.ans) personally i n ~ p e c t  the line of tlemarcation mentioned in the treaty, 
to the end that they may be thoroughly enlightened as to it8 generttl direction. Then. 
when the time for marking the b0tIlltlary itrrives, since your honoural)le country 
(Government) has no intention oE encro.+ching 011 territory, but aims at  11egotiat.ing in 8 

friendly spirit, there should be no holdi~lg l~ack or reverting to old arguments on their 
part. 

With the object of bringing mattern to a ~;ttinf;tctory and speedy conclnsion, I nm at 
the moment engaged in devieing effective meaaurrs ; and, having been d111y a~lvinetl of 
Your Excellency's generous and kindly 1lispo3itinn, which enables yon to rei~liirt. and to 
make  allowance^ for the doltin11 failing8 of the ~ ~ i t i v e ~  of Tibet, I take this opportunity of 
expreeaing my grateful appreciation of your goc~cl-will. 



I am exceeding desirous-having in view the possible ultimate saving of both time 
and business-of visiting India and conferring personally with Your Excellency over the 
general questions relating to Iudia and Tibet., which clnring the next season or two should 
come under considerat,ion. 

I have already, therefore, during the second moon (Febrnary-varch current) 
memorialized the Throne (concerning Tibetan affairs\ and now await an Imperial rescript, 
to the commands contained, in  which it  will be my respectful duty to conform. 

I ~ l i a l l  have the honour of add-essing Your Excellency again shortly, but  In the 
meantmime, being aware of Your Excellency's anxiety as regards the frontier work, 
1 address you t,his despatch setting forth my views in connection with the same. 

A necessary despatch, &c. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 26. 

Letter ,front Captain IT. Dnlry, C.I.E., Dqlrty Secret.lry to the Gover,rment s f  
Indict, 170rei1~11 Departnjent, to thp ,C~crctar?~ to the Got*erametzt ?f Bengal, 
Political Jlrpnr/neejzt. tJatcti S i ~ n l a ,  the 2nd J r l ~ ~ r ,  1898. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 13th 
May, 1898, forwarding a letter to His Excellency the Viceroy f ~ o m  the 
Chinese Imperilal Commissioner for Tibetan Affairs. 

2. I am to forward, for transinission, a reply from the-Viceroy, a copy 
of which is enclosed for the information of His Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

Annesure. 

Letter from His Errelle?~c?y Ute Vicerc,?~ ~ n d  (;Io~~erno~~-Generul of Itldin, to His h7.rcellency 
Wen, Chinrnr In?pcrinl Co:r,o,~~ issionrr for T I  betrcn Aflflirs, Asszatant Lieutenant- 
General. kc., kc. ,  doted 2nd Jttne, 1898. 

I have received, with pleasure, Your Excellency's letter, dated the 11th March, 1888, 
regarding the Siklcim-Tibet frontier. 

1 have intimated to Your Excellency's ~~redecessors that I have no wish to undnly 
hasten the work of demarcation, and am earnestly des i rou~  of doing all in my power to 
convince the Tibetan6 of the good-\\.ill of my Government towards them. I n  my letter 
of the 27th AIRS, 1896 to His Excellency Na Chin, I discussed the question of a joint 
preliminary enquiry re~pecting the boundary, ancl I am prepared to issue instructions on 
the subject to my olficers iis soon as I hear that Your Excellency, on your part, is rendy to 
co-operate. I invite Your Excellency to advise me of the arangements which you consider 
most suitable to this end. 

I expect to be leaving India i n  December next., and cannot consequently hope for an 
opportunity of making Your Exc~llency's personal acquaintance. Should it,, however, 
hereafter appear t,hat a visit h;y Your Excellency to India can be conveniently and 
profitably arranged. 1 am confident that my successor would be glad to discuss with 
Your Excellency the matter in which our two Governments are mntually interested. 

Enclosure 3 in No. 26. 

Letter fronl the I lono~~rah le  111. C. TP. l:olton, P.,C.J., Chief Secrrtaly to t l ~ e  
(;orernnlent of Ren!lnl, to the Srcretczry to thc (:overnmeni 01 h t i i a ,  Forei:]n 
Depnrtmcnt, dated G'alc~rttrr, t11e (it11 Sq~ tember ,  1898. 

(Extract.) 
I am directed to submit, for the information of the Government of 

India, the accompanying copy of a letter from the Commissioner of 
Rajshahi, dated the 24th August, 1898, and of its enclosures, 
from the Political Officer of Sikkim, together with a letter to the address 
of His Excellency the Viceroy from His Excellency Wen, Chinese Imperial 
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Commissioner for Tibetan Affairs, and its translation, on the subject of the 
demarcation of the boundary between Sikkim and Tibet. I am to say that 
the Lieutenant-Governor has no objection to the preliminary inspection of 
the boundary which is presumably being carried out by the  Prefect Li  Yu 
Sen and the Tibetans, under the orders of the Imperial Commissioner, and 
will direct Mr. White to hold himself in readiness to meet the  Prefect, 
for the joint enquiry, as soon as he receives orders t o  do so. 

Annexure 1. 

Letter from P. Nolan, Esq., C.S., C'ommissione?. of Rajshuhi, to the Chief Secretary to the 
Govern?nent of Bengul, Political Department, dnted Darjeeling, the 24th Auguet, 
1898. 

I have the honour to forwarcl a copy of a letter from the Political Oficer of Sikkim, 
dated the 20th August, 1898, with which he transmits the enclosed original letter 
of H. E. Wen Hai, the Chinese Imperial Commissioner in  Tibet, to His  Excellency the 
Viceroy of India. with a translation; ancl of his letter, dated the 20th August, in 
which, with reference to the above, Mr. White asks for orders a3 to commencing to incur 
expense in  preparation of a joilit delimitation of the  frontier between Sikkim and Tibet. 

2. I t  appears to me that there has been some niisunderstanding as to the date which 
we may reasonably expect such delimitation work to commence. I n  his letter of the l l t h  
March, 1898, the Imperial Commissioner stated that i t  would be best that in  the first 
instance the Tibetans should personally inspect the line mentioned in the treatr. His 
Excellency the Viceroy's reply of the 2nd June, 1898, assumes that what this meant was a 
joint enquiry, and approved of the arrangement ; but i t  now appears that  this preliminary 
investigation is to be made by the Tibetans and Chinese only, without our officers being 
present. This Government is not asked to co-operate in  any way at  the present stage, or 
nntil H. E. Wen Hai maF make a further commuuication on the conclusion of the enquiry. 
H e  anticipates that when i t  has been finished, and a report of the result received by him, 
he will be able to m.rke immediate proposals for the appoiritment of a joint Commission. 
This  may prove to be the case, but  to me it seems more likely that after the preliminary 
enquiry the Tibetans will propose a boundary in  accordance with their claims, irrespective 
of the treaty, and decline to have any demarcation made nnless and until their vipws are 
accepted. I n  that event there will be no enquiry by our officere during the present year. 
And even if no such complication as that anticipated should arise it  is  very doubriul 
whether a joint Commission can commence work with advantage before the season for 
doing so has passed away with the approach of winter. 

3. Under the circumstances I con~iider that i t  would be premature to make the 
arrangements in  regard to presents and stores suggested i n  Mr. White's letter of 
the 20th instant. Public money has been spent in this manner without result on two 
previous occasions, that of Mr. Macaulay's intended Mission to Tibet, and again when a 
joint Commission met i n  1895 for this very demarcation. 

Annexure 2. 

Letter fr-om the Political Officer, Sikkim, to the Commissioner, Rujshuhi, dated 
Camp Turnlong, the 20th Az(,g~~at, 1898. 

I have the honour to forward a despatch, dated Lhasa, the l l t h  August, with transla- 
tion, from His  Excellency the Chinese Imperial Commissioner i n  Tibet to His Excellency 
the Vicero~ .  

Annexure 3. 

Letter fro,,) Wen, Imprrinl  Commisnionrr, rhnr:r/rd tuith the ndministration of T~be tan  
q f n ~ r s ,  As,sist/lnt Lieutenant-Ocnrrrcl   man chi^ A?.rn?y), to His  E.zcrllency the Right 
Honour.nhle thr Earsl qf Elgin ccnd Kincnrdrne, P.C., LL.D., Q.M.S.I., G.M.I.E., 
T7iceroy /!f Indin, dnted nt Lltnaa, the 24th do?/ of thr 6th MOon of the 24th yen?' of 
K z ~ a n g  h.qvc ! l t h  August, 1838). 

(Translation.) 

I n  the middle of the 5th Moon (.July 3rd) I had the honour to receive Your 
Excellency's despatch in reply, stating that you were i n  receipt of my previous comlnunl- 
cation on the subject of the frontier question i n  which I suggested that, in the first 
instance, the Tibetans be given opportunity for examining the line of demarcation, to the 
end that they be thoroughly enlightened reqarding it, and that reversion on their part to 
old lines of argument and action be thus prevented ; to w h ~ c h  you were gootl enough to 
state that you were quite agreeable to appoint British oflicers to co-operate with those 



elected by myaelf, but that Your Excellency awaited a further communication from me 
before taking steps in  the matter. 

I would now remark that the Tibetans are doltish and suspicious in disposition, and 
prone to deliberating at great length on all matters requiring consideration on their part ; 
hut, in this question of the frontier, I have now succeeded it1 directing their steps aright as 
it were, in that they agree to joining Chinese officers on an inspecting tour, the under- 
standing being that after the members of the Commission have severally examined the 
frontier line, British officers will then be informed, and directed to take part in  a further 
joint inspection. 

In  this matter, since your Honourable Government has no intention of encroaching 
on  territory, but is actuated by feelings of friendship, there seems to me to be no reasonable 
objection to allowing the Tibetans to personally inspect to begin with, so that their 
misgivings may be allayed ; and thus, when the officers appointed by Your Excellency 
join the Commission, demarcation work can at  once be proceeded with and disposed OF, 
always supposing, of course. that no points of disagreement crop up. 

I have therefore memorialised the throne, announcing that I have appointed the 
Prefect Li Y I ~  Sen to take Tibetan officers with him, and, startinq from this on the G t h  of 
the present Moon (August 13th), to proceed along the frontier as speedily as possible, 
taking note of any old boundary marks, and, having done so, to petition me in reply, 
whereupon I \\i l l  at once address Your Excellency reqnesting that oacers  be deputed by 
you to join in an inspection, and bring matters to a conclusion 

I venture to suggest to Your Excellency that Mr. White, the Political Officer residing 
near the frontier, be apprised of the steps now being taken, arid informed that so Eoon as 
the Prefect Li and the Tibetan officers by whom he  is accompanied have completed their 
inspection, the said Prefect will, on the one hand, report to me in detail, and, on the other, 
communicate with Mr. White direct, in  order that the latter officer may the sooner make 
any  arrangements which under the  circumstance^ may be convenient. 

A necessary despatch, etc. 

Letter from the Political Officer, Siklrim, to the Cummi.~sioner., Rajshalri, dated 
Camp Turnlong, the 2Ollr August, 1838. 

I have the honour to solicit early orders on tlie following points in  view of my having 
to go up in the Boundary Commission this year as there is  very little time to make 
arrangements and the season is far advanced :- 

I.-Whether I may purchase any presents and to what value. If presents are to 
be given they will have to be given to the following leading nien besides 
lesser followers :- 

The Amban. 
Mr. Li. 
Tenzing Wangpu (who was on the last Commission and is coming again). 
A Depon Thompa (who has not been here beEore). 
A Tibetan Secretary. 
Mr. Yee Shan will also probably be there on the Commission. 

11.-Whether I can make some arrangements for food, for coolies, etc., a t  Giaogor~g 
as it  will take some time to get these supplies up there. 

111.-Whether I can purchase sundry stores for entert,ainment of the Chinese and 
Tibet,ans as these will take some time to get to Guntok. 

Enclosure 4 in No. 26. 

L e t t e r  f r o m  Captain H. Valy, C.Z.E.,  D e p u t y  S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  
of India, Foreign D e p a r t m e n t ,  t o  t h e  C h i e f  S e c r e t a r y  to the G o v e r n -  
ment of B e n g a l ,  datid Simla, the  ,28th October, 1898. 

I a m  directed to  acknowledge the receipt of  your letter, dated the 6th 
September, 1898, w i t h  enc losures ,  regarding the boundary between Sikkinl 
and Tibet. 9 

2. I a m  to forward, for transmission, a letter from the Viceroy tc-r 
the C h i n e s e  Inlperial Conlmiss ioner  of w h i c h  n cop! is enclosed for the 
L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r ' s  information. 



Annesure 

Lettpr f rom His E.rm2Icncy the Vicero?~, to His E.rceE2enc:y Wen, etc., etc., cluted Simla, 
the 28th October, 1898. 

I duly received Your Excellency's despatch, dated the l l t h  August, 1898, on che 
subject of t.he frontier bet .w~en 'l'ibet and Sikkim. 

I have no object,ion to the arrangement whereby the Prefect Li YU Sen, in  company 
wit.h Tibetan officers, proceeded to make a personal examination of the frontier. I shall 
await. the further communicat,ion promised by Your Excellency. 

Ellclosure 5 in No. 26. 

Letter from the Honolcrcible lllr. C. W. Rolton, C.S.I., Chitf Secretary to the 
Government oj'Ben,qul, to th,e Secretar!~ to the Government of India, Foretqn 
Department, dated Lkzrjeeling, the 5lh November, 1898. 

With reference to the correspbndence ending with the  letter, dated the 
28th October last, on the subject of the  delimitation of the boundary 
(between Sikkim and Tibet, I a m  directed to  submit, for the  information of 
the  Government of India, a copy of a memlorandum of a conference held at 
Yatung on the l l t h  ultimo, between Mr. Hobson and the  Chinese and the 
Tibetan ofBcers, which has been forwarded by Mr. Hobson to the  Political 
Officer of Sikkim. The remarks contained in paragraph 2 of the  mmo-  
randum were made by Mr. Hobson on his .own authority and  according to  
his own interpretation of the correspondence, as the  Chinese offioer de- 
tained a t  Yatung by his Government with a view to the 'boundary dispute. 

2. I am also to enclose, for information, a copy of a letter addressed 
by Mr. Li-Yu-Sen to Mr. White, inviting the  latter to  a conference for a 
joint inspection of tracings and maps, and  to say tha t  Mr. White has started 
for Yatung for the  conference. EIe has been instructed generally that the 
essential object of his visit to tha t  place is to ascertain definitely, if possible, 
the boundary which is claimed by the Tibetans, and which they wish to 
press, but that, with reference to the letter of the 4th March, 1896, he 
should also verblally and inf'ormally, while pointing out tha t  the boundary 
between Sikkim and Tibet is laid down in the  Convention with (China, en- 
deavour to elicit what better facilities for traders the Tibetans would be 
prepared to give if  the Government of Inclila were willing to consider their 
claim to a revised boundary. 

Annexure 1. 

On the l l t h  instant I forwarrled the following telegram to your addresfl :- 

" Interview high11 un~atisfactory. Part icular~ by this clak." 

I have now the honour to enclose herewith, for the information of His Excellency the 
Viceroy,minutesof the meetingwhich I liacl on the date above mentioned with Mr. Li-Yn-Ben, 
Chincfle Deputy for frontier affair#, anrl certain Tiljetan officers associated with him to form 
a Commission for the arrangement of the Sikkim-'l'ibet frontier. I may mention that 
Mr. Li-Yu-Sen takes  hi^ ortlers Eronl H. E. the Imperial Re~iden t  a t  T,hafla, the Tibetan 
officers theirs, zrpparently, from the T ~ b e t a n  Grand Colincil. 



Minutes of ~Weeting held a t  the C~cstom House, 1-atzrng, llllr October, 1998. 

Proposed joint inspection of points in  dispute on the Sikkim-Tibet frontier. 

PRESENT : 

Mr. Li-Yu-Sen, a Prefect by rank, special Chinese Deputy for frontier affairs. 

Frontier Commission appointed by Tibetan Council :- 
Note by J. C. W.- 

(1) Donyar (Dewan). The Donyia (1) known as Tenbreng Wangpo (2). 
(2) Tensing Wengpo. The U. Depon lrnown as Thompa. 
(3) Changsed (Steward). A Thang Zoh (3j or Steward, attached to Tn Khit (4) 
(4) (Uncertain). corps. 
( 5 )  (Uncertain). 

J. C. W. The Phari Jongpun. 
A 'l'yu Chung ( 5 ) ,  or L ~ m a ,  Secretary to the Donyia. 

Commissioner H. E. Hobson, Chinese Imperial Customs Service. 

(Mr. Changyuan Ching, attached to the Staff of H. E. the Imperial Resident at Lhasa, 
acted as Tibetan Interpreter.) 

(1) Mr. Hobson having had an interview with Mr. Li-Yu-Sen two days l~revioubly, to 
whom he had explained the situatio~l generally. opened the conversation by enquiring 
whether Mr. Li had conferred with the Tihetan officers in respect to Mr. White's proposal 
that the frontier Commission, by way of saving time, ~ h o u l d  l~roceed io a n  inspection of 
tlie frontier line wid the Phari route. Mr. Li replied that he had, and that the Tibetans 
could not possibly countenance such a proceeding. Mr. Hobsou next ellqoired if. the 
Tibetans had decided on any plan of action. Mr. Li answered that he had spent all the 
previous days in  discussing, arguing with tliem, and requested the commissioner to make 
enquiry of the Donyia direct. 

(2) Addressing the Donyia therefore, Mr. Hobson stated that the present Governor- 
General of India. His Excellency Lord Elgin, wishing to preserve friendly relations 
between India and Tibet, waa of opinion that as regards the frontier question, it  was of the 
first importance that x joint inspection of the line of country shoultl in  the first instance 
be made, after which points of variance could the more easily be talked over. His 
Excellency, whose term of office terminated within a few months, was anxious to, if 
possible, bring the frontier question to a close. I t  was a matter, Mr. Hobson remarked, 
fraught with much importance in  Tibetan interests,and he suggested therefore t.hat further 
delay should be avoided. 

Lord Elgin's successor, for instance, might entertain different views on the subject, 
and it behoved t,he Tibetan Commissio~ to realize the friendly int,entions of Lord Elgin, 
and join Mr. White as speedily as possible on an inspection Lour, to the end that a common 
understanding be arrived at. 

(3) The Donyia replied that he  and his associates could not, of course, object to the 
proposal for a joint inspection, in  fact Mr. 1,i-Yu-Sen had already explained to them the 
Commissioner's views in this connection. The frontier quest,ion being one of the first 
importance between the two countries, the Tibetan Council had decided that after inspec- 
tion had been made by Chinese and Tibetan officers, i t  would then be necessary for the 
said officers to confer personally with Mr. White. 

Being satisfied that t,he old boundary line would in a general way be respected, it  
'would then be incu~nbent  on them (the Tihetans) to petit.ion the Council in reply and 
await further instructions, up to t.he rresent he ant1 his colleagues had in company with 
Mr. Li, visited several points in  the Khampa district, but the Chomuh (Chumbi I) reainn 
had not yet received at,tention. 

Not havinp harl opportunity for conferring with Mr. White, and not having referred to 
Lhasa for i~lst'ructions, they found t,hcmselves at  the moment in difiiculties as it  were. 

(4) Mr. IIobson remarlred t.hat the iml~ortance of defining t,he frontier line could not 
be over estimaled, joint investigat,ion was therefore the first 8tep towilrds an understanding, 
and he had orders to assist as much RE 1)0130ible. l'oiuts ill dieput,e havi~lg been visited, it  
would t,llen be t.he proper moment. to talk the situat.ion over. Prior to inspectiorl didcussion 
would avail lit'tle. Discussion t,o dat,e had resulred in notlling satisfactory being arrived at. 

(5) The Do11yin.-Different people are necetlaarily acquainted wich their own frontiers. 
Mr. whit,e has, if I :un rightly informed, visited tlie front,ier line now referred to Inore 
t'han once, and doubtless has made a survey t.hereof, whilst I 1,;rve nlatle tivo tours of 
in~pect ion and iim pret,ty well pwted. I wish therefore to invite bIr. White to a n  
interview in the first instance when n comparison of maps and tracings can be made. 

I t  can t,hen be decidetl whet,her t.he names of places, mountains, 'kc., along the 
frontier8 are in  accord, and it  will then remain for me t.o refer to tlle Council for orders. 
Without a pre1imin:iry consr~ltat,ion with Mr.. While the orrlers issoegt by t,he Coc~ncil 
not have been given effect t,o, whilst an im~netliate joint i ~ ~ s p e c t i o ~ l  will only entail 
hardships on the inhabitants of the regions visited and 011 their transport animals. 



(6) The  Comlnissioner i n  rep1 y asserted that under no circumstances whatever could 
the consulting of plana and tracings prove so effective as  personal inspection of disputed 
territory. If the Donyia wishes to consult a map he  had one lately supplied him by M". 
White which could be produced there and then. The  map was exhibited therefore and it 
was explained that for present purposes the yellow line might be understood as 
representing the boundary of Tibet, the red that of Sikkim. The  names oi places and 
eminences along the f~.ontiel' mere mentioned as far  as possible but it  was evident that the 
Donyia was out of his bearings. H e  affirmed, however, that Chnngcheetla (Donkhyala ?) 
near Naching (La Chung ?) Chin uh pangting (Gia gong ?) near Naching (Lachen ?) T~ 
lung (Talnm ?) Tehla (Tebli ?) and La Lah hsiung (Lho nakli ?) were in the Tibetan 
ephere, and as far as he could make out f rom the map before him were represented as 
pertaining to Sikkim. 

(7) hlr. Hobson now enquired if the Donyia had any  tracing, aq if so, i t  might be 
produced and compared, but  the anawer \\.as first that he had brought i t  with him, an1 
again that i t  had got spoilt. 

Mr. Hobson continued therefore stating that even if both parties were in the 
possession of tracings yet he feared the scale would be found to differ, whilst places woul,~ 
be differently named;  and hence the necessity for joint inspection was more and mere 
proved to be the first essential step to be taken. 

Joint inspection simply meant inspection and did not entail a there and then demar. 
cation of the frontier line. Their Excellencies the Viceroy of India and the Imperial 
Resident a t  Lhasa were of like opinion, vix., that inspection should precede discussion, 
t,herefore the Donyia's suggestion as to preliminary discussion was equivalent to putting 
the cart before the horse as it  were. 

The Commissioner feared that in  reality the Tibetans had no desire to bring frontier 
affairs to a satisfactory conclusion. 

(8) Mr. Li now interposed observing that the Commissioner's utterances were perfectly 
correct and to the point, but unfortunately the Tibetans were obstinate to a degree, and it 
would probably be the  better policy to try and meet their vtews. They  had now visited 
the frontier on two separate occasions and if Mr. White could be induced to meet them for 
a preliminary inspection of tracings and a consultation over this situation generally they 
woultl be in  a better position to report to their head-quartera and a settlement of affair8 
would be more likely to result. 

(9) Mr. Hobson asserted that under the circumstances explained, it was at once 
evident that further delay would be entailed, and that work on the frontier during the 
present season would be quite out of the question ; to which the Donyia replied that even 
when they were making their inspection. snow had already fallen, that was on the 8th moon, 
September, and as tbe season was now more a d v a ~ ~ c e d ,  doubtless more snow had fallen, 
which woultl render the crossing of ranges. passes, hc., a matter of perfect impossibilit,y ; 
all that was now necessary was for Mr. White to come forward and talk matters over by 
the light of existing surveys i n  which case joint inspection next year might not prove 
impossible. 

(10) Mr. Hobson.-Then you simply wish to invite Mr. White over for a con~ultation 
and inspection of surveys ? l 'he Donyia and U. Depon.-Yes. Mr. Hobson.-Then I will 
forward a telegram to Mr. White to-morrow explaining your wishes, but I doubt if he mill 
be in a position to meet you in this connection. Has the Donyia any  further remarks to 
offer ? 

(11) Tho Donyia after repeating his previous utterances referred to conversations he 
had i n  years gone by with Messrs. Nolan and White on frontier matters. He then 
added that if Mr. White came over with the object of con~paring surreye he felt certain 
that he (Mr. White) would prove to be fully acquainted with the names of all the ~rincipal 
mountains ant1 points of importance along t,he frontier line. Should t.here be any d i f icu l t~  
in  respect to the names and places of minor interest, natives from both sides of the frontier 
might be summoned to give evidence and positions decided on accordingly. 

(12) Mr. Hobson.-The procedure last sugge~ted  woulrl inevitably result in 
complications, in  that, when joint local inspection took place, i t  wonlcl at oncr, be discovered 
that the doabtful localities entered in the tracings were out of posibion after all. To put it 

and finally p~rsona l  joint inspection of the frontier line was sirnply essential ; a 
at  a, distal~ce of tracings and surveys could lead to no real and satisfactory 

definition 01 any frontier whatever. 
(13.) 'Che Donyin having no rnore to Hay the interview which h ; d  now extended to 

four  hours closerl. The Commissioner repeating his pro~nise to communicate with Mr. 
White as speedily as possible. 

Annexure 3. 

Li, speriall!/ dcplctwl for. tire nrrangrment of  Silrkim-Pi/~et ,frnntier qfk.i~.a, n Plmefect !)!I 
~.nrrk, decorutetl with the th11.d f/rndc bullon, Rc., ~nr~lrex rr c.otnt~~t~~tio<~lir,n to John C. 
Whitr, Esq., British Residr~nt, Political Oljiccr for Silrltit~r, (laled :he 9th duy ofthe 
9 th  rnoon of the 24th year of K~ur ing  H,w.  

('l'ranslation.) 

Hifl Excellency Wen, the Imperial Resident a t  Lhasa, has alreatly addressed His 
Excellency the Governor-General of Intlia, Lord Elgin, announcing the fact that the Throne 



has been memorialized relative to my appointment as Deputy for the Sikkim-Tibet frontier 
affairs. 

I now beg to state that in company with the Tibetan oficerti, l'entso Wallg tui, or 
Depon, Tantseng Wang po, or Donyia, and Patu, or Tsang Chu from Ta Shit lempo, I have 
reached Yatung. Now, however, the Donyia and his colleagues have ;rcl(lre~sed me an 
urgent petition to the effect that as regards the frontier questions, the 'I'ibrt;ln Grant1 
Council have decitled that, as a preliminary step, Your Excellency ought 10 be invited to a 
confereilce at  this place when an inspecti011 of maps can be made, and the fact ascertained 
as to whether any loss of original territory is likely to be entailed to Tibet. This 
accomplished, the s a ~ d  Tibetan officers are then to apply to the Co~ulcil  fol. further 
instructions as to proceeding with the work of clelimitcrtion. I hare  urged and advised 
with the Tibetan officers to the utmost, but they simply assert that they (lare not act 
counter to the decision of the Council, ant1 accorclingl>- I see nothing for it  hut to coinply 
with their wishes in  the matter of procedure. 

Being under the impression that your houourable Government is most anxious to 
preserve friendly ~aelations with Tibet, I trust you will find it  possible to accord with the 
arrangement proposed. Having, thereEore, consulted with Mr. Commissioller Hobson 
of the Yatung Customs (detached), I now address you, giviug you th<h above particulars 
as to the situat~on, and have the honour to invite you to Yatung, for, as already stated, a 
conference and joint inspection of tracings aud maps of the frontier line of counrry. 

Note.-A copy of the Tibetan petition referred to by Mr. Li, has been filed by me with 
the draft of the above despatch. 

Enclosure 6 in No. 26. 

Letter front the I$onoe~rable Jfr .  C". 11'. Bolto~l, C.S.I., Chiej I?;eo.etul:,/ to the 
Government oj' B q ~ p l ,  Political /)eptsrtnze~z~, lo the $ecretcrry to the 
Governmerzt o j  hzdia, Forp?!ln Beparl~~?e~zt ,  d(ttoLLI C ' C ~ / C U ~ ~ ( ( ,  the 4th January, 
1899. 

I n  continuation of my letter, dated the 5th Novenlbel-, 1898, 
I am directed to  forward a communication addressed to His  Excel- 
lency the Viceroy and Governor-General by the Chinese Inlperial Commis- 
sioner for Tibetan Affairs, and t.ransmitted through the Political Officer 
for Sikkim and the  commissioner of the Rajshahi Division. I11 it  the  
Chinese Imperial Commissioner makes certain proposals on the subject of 
the delimitation of the boundary between Sikkim and Tibet, and enquires 
whether a settlement can be made in accordance with those proposals. 

2. I am to state that  a report by the Commissioner of Rajshahi on a 
conference held by Mr. White with the Chinese and Tibetan officers 
on the frontier has been just received, and a further communication deal- 
ing with the proposals made bjr the Imperial Commissioner and the whole 
frontier question will be submitted shortly to  the Government of India. 

Letter f ~ o r n  P. Nolarz, Esq., Cor?~)nis~ioner- qf R U ~ S I L C L ~ L ~ ,  10 the Gl~ir:f S i . o , ~ t t o . ~  to //Ie 
Government {fl B~n,qnl ,  Politi~rrl Depnrtnlrnt, rlntcd Camp Dir,rrj/ifrr, tlte Z r l d  
Decerr/brr., 1808. 

(Extract.) 

I have tho llononr to forward a copy of a letter from the Political Officer of 
Sikkim, dated the 18th instant, ant1 its enclosure in  original, bring a letter froin the 
Imperial Commiqsioner in charge of the Tibetan frontier, to H ~ R  Excellrnc) the Viceroy 
of India. I conaitler that the proposal ~natlc by the latter is in  substance good, i ~ l a s m ~ ~ h  
ae thc exchnuge of the claims of Siklr~in to rertain lands 011 the frontier for the grant of ;I 
better ~ i t e  on which to locate the trade n1:~t-t moult1 be advantageous. I do not think the 
offer should be rejected on the ground indicated by hIr. White that i t  cloes not make 
snfEcient provision for the interch:rnge of ollicial visits,-tliitt serrns to lnr a rnatlu~ I,( no 
importance. 



0 1 1  the other hand, the wording of the agreement suggested needs modification. 
?'he Iniperial Commissioner asks that the Government of India should begin by demarca- 
ting the boundary in t,he way he desires, he undertaking merely to use his influence 
afterxvards in  order to procure t,he new site for the  mart. That. influence has hitherto 
proved insufficient to secure even t,lle observance of treaty obligations, and by itself is of 
litt,le x,alne. I t  would be safer to get the mart moved i n  +,he first instance, and also fairer, 
as this Government can be trusted, while that of Tibet cannot. But we  should at least 
hare  a promise guaranteed by the Tibetans, that t,he equivalent for  our concession mill 
actually be given. I would take the oyport,unit,y to point out that  the agreement to open 
a tlade mart at Yatung has never been carried into eff'ect, and that unless thie is 
done the sit0 is imin:tierial. What we want is a place where Tibetans and traders 
of India can meet to bvy and sell ; a place where our mercharlts may indeed visit, 
but where they cannot do business, is quite useless. Mr. White properly notices 
the change i n  the tone of the Imperial Commissioner's letter i n  regard to the 
merit.0 of the bounclary disput'e. Hithert'o the Chinese always recognised our right 
to the treaty frontier-in t,he present letter it. is assumed that we are entitled only to 
t,he line of possession on tradition, and it  is directly stated that the adoption of the 
latter is not a concession to Tibet. 

Letter f ro)n  the Political Ofice?., S i t k i t ) / ,  to tlre Conz~niss ione)~,  RujsAnhi,  dated /?re 
18th Dec~~nhclr., 1898. 

In  forwarding the despatch, with English translation of His Excellency the Smban. 
dated the Sth of December, 189S, to the address of His  Excellency the Viceroy, I have 
the honour to point out :- 

1st-That I arranged nothing with the Prefect Li Yu Sen. The proposals were 
made by him, and I simply told h im I thought certain alterations would be 
preferable. 

2nd-There is  nothing i n  the wording of thesa pro~osa l s  to prevent the Chinese 
and Tibetan authorities from moving the YamEn of t,he Chinese Superinten- 
dent oE Customs from Chenla into Rinchingong. 

3rd--There is noohing to prevent the same authorities from saying that the 
officinl charged with the administration of commercial affairs is the only 
official allowed to pay visits tinder Mr. Li Yu Sen's proposal. 

4th-There is nothing to prevent the Tibetans from walling-in Rinchingong aud the 
new c u ~ t o m s  house both above and below, and t,hus making the place as 
inaccessible to outside influence as Yatung is a t  present. 

I t  is quite ex-ident that Mr. Li has drafted almost the whole of this letter with tlie 
exception of the ending in which His  Excellctncy hopes that Rome arrangement may be 
arrived at on the terms proposed. It is also certain that the Amban realises that s o ~ n r  
concessinns are inevit;tblr, but naturally wishes to give as little as he possibly can. 

I also note that His Excellency the Amban ignores the fact that the Chinese thel~i- 
 elves agreed to the hountlary along the  miitersllecl as defined in the treaty and refers only 
to the Tibetan view of the question. 

I would a l ~ o  here lloint out with reference to His Excellency the Amban's rrnlarlt~ 
regarcling delimitation of the boundary, that no work can be commenced till the end of 
J u l y  as the m o w  does not melt at these altitudes till this (late. My  views ail to tlie 
concessions we should try to obtain have already been given. 

Translntion.  qf a l e / / ~ r  ,frr,ln TI-i;rj, In~ ,~o~ . i r r /  Commi.qn~onrr, rJ~nr:~/cd 1(*it11 t l ~ e  arl)rliltis- 
lr.alif~?h qf Tibetn?~,  rrllrt i r s ,  A.snixlo~rl J , i ~ ~ r c t ~ ~ r n . ~ ~ t - f f r ? r ~ r r ~ l  ( J f / r~a (* l t i~  Avmy) ,  10 Itis 
E.rrel7enc.y the Rig111 FJonnlr?.rr b l ~  llrr Efcrl o f  Elg in  0n.d Ki?rcn?,rline, P.C., LL.r).. 
G.iM.8.I.. B.IM.J'.E., JT., kc . ,  T'icr?t.n?/ of Indin ,  rlntrd the 25111 r/fr,!/ o f  /?he 1 0 l l ~  XOO?~ (fl 
the 24th ?/ear of Kz~rrng H.vtr (Der.p~nber nth, 18!)8). 

I have already ad~lressed yon regarding m y  having appointed an officer to accom1)nDY 
certain Tibetan offjci;~ls on i ~ n  inspection of the frontier, and am in receipt of your 
Excellency's despatch in reply in  this connection. 

I now heg to state that in {he course of a tour of inspection I reached .Ten tein Kan# 
(Rinchingong) on the 17th of the 10th Moon (November 30th). 



whils t  en route I received a petition from the Prefect Li (head of the FrolItier 
C.-lnmission above nlentiolled), stating that his Tibetan associates after having visited the 
frontier evinced a desire to meet Your Excellency's officers with the object of making an 
examination of maps, and agreeing upon a frontier line, before proceeding to a further 
inspection, and that accordingly he (the Prefect) had addressed the l'olitical Officer for  
Sikkim (Mr. White) requesting that he come over to Yatnng for a confe~'ence. 

After my arrival here, the said Prefect, a t  an interview which I had with him, made 
statemc~nt to the  effect that after conferring \\.it11 Mr. White h r  had arr'rnged a mode of 
settlement which was- 

1st-That if his Excellency the Viceroy of India agreed to a rectification of the 
Sikkim-Tibet frontier in  full accordance with the line denoted by the  Tibetans, 

2nd-The Chinese Imperial Resitlent agreed on his part to advise-to urge-the 
Tibetans to assent, in  the interest of trade, to the removal of the mart of 
Yatung to Jen tein k a ~ g  (Rinchingong); further that the 1udian official 
charged mith the administration of commercial affairs should be at  liberty to 
visit a t  the YamBn (official residence) of the Chinese Superintendent of 
Customs. 

The Prefect suggested, moreover, that I should have an interview with Mr. White to 
the end that matters be decided. 

Being of opinion that, since an ar~angement  had been arrived at  in connectio~l with 
the frontier question, there could be no objection to my holding a convdrsation with 3 our 
representative, I, on the l!lth (December 2nd), visited Mr. White at  his residence. 

Mr. White explained that, as regards the frontier, the tracing submitted by the 
Tibetans was at variance, and that, if demarcation were acceded to meet ti bet an^ vie\vs, 
some concession should be made, which would benefit commercial intercourse, such, for 
instance, as the removal of the Patung mart to Rinchin~ong.  With respect to the 
Prefect's proposal that the Indian official charged with the atlministration of commercial 
intercourse should be at liberty to exchange visits with the (Chinese) Superintendent of 
Customs only, there were objections, and it would be preferable, in the general interests 
of both countries, that calls 1)e permitted at all the official residences as far as Koh ling 
cha (Gay ling ka). 

I here remark that in the matter of the frontier, I have, from time to time, received 
petitions from the Tibetans setting forth that the map they have compiled is in strict 
accord with ancient b o ~ u ~ d a r y  marks, and indicates no encroachment whatever on your 
Sikkim possession, whereas Rlr. White maintains that, by according with Tibetan views, a 
concession would be entailed. 

My firm impression is that, since Tibet is an adjacent friendly State (to India), 
concessions in connection with commercial intercourse ought to be made, but the Prefect 
Li's arrangements with Mr. White as to the removal of the Patung mart to Jen  tein Kang 
(Rinchingong), and the r ~ g h t s  of the Indian official charged mith the administration of 
comnlercial affairs to exchange xisits with the Superintendent of Custo~ns, constit~lte in  
themselves points not eaby to reconcile the Tibetans to ; if, therefore, official visits are to  
be further extended to ICoh ling c11a (Gay ling ka), they (the Tibetans) will at once 
advance the argument that the officials to be called upon are unconnected with questions 
affecting commercial inte~.course, and mill proceed to put a wrong construction on the 
object of such tisits, \\.111c11 ~t \\111 be difficult to dispel from their minds, although every 
1)ossible argument he employed. 

RIy view is, tllt,refore, that the defining of the frontier is of the first i~nportance in the 
interest of frlendlv relations between the tu.0 countries, that it should be arranged for on 
the l ~ n e s  indicated bl the Tibetans and as arranged for between the Prefect Li and 
RIr. White 

The delimitation should be c,~rricd out by officers representing the three c o u ~ ~ t r i e s  
(China, Great Brltain, antl T ~ b e t )  c o n ~ ~ r n e d ,  and this once completed, I will thrn proceed 
to arrange with the Tibetans for merchants having free access to J e n  tein kang 
(Rinc11ingong)-(lit., will guide the Tibetans aright i n  the matter of allowing merchants, 
kc.). 

Further, the oflicial w l ~ o  111:ky be appointed to administer com~nercii~l affairs whether 
he rc~ltles at Yatung or Ril~chlnqoug will be at liberty to exchange visits with the Chinese 
Suprrintendent of Cnston~s, ,lnd thus, no other points of variance shonld present them- 
selves. 

If the above procetlure is observed, and an early date fixed for delimiting operations 
on the frontier, the Tibetan# will entertain no further suspicions, whilst colnmercial 
interconr~e wlll be free of obstaclrs, antl thus, the friendly relations between your 
honourable country and Tibet will continue uninterrupted. 

Since Mr. White has alrmdy retllrnerl to Sikkim. I now address Your Excellency, 
giving details to date for your tlellberation. I would ask yo111 consideration of the lloiuts 
raised, and an early relll:, as to whet l~er  a settlement can be arranged in accordilnce 
the proposals maile. 

On receipt of Your l~xcellency's reply, 1 will, on the one ht~nd,  address lnyself to the 
worlc of exhorcirlg and guiding the Tibetan oflicials aright, .rncl, OII the other, memorialiTe 
the Tl~rone,  to the end that a conclusion mny Iw speedily arrivctl at. 

Yatung, Tibet, 
Decenlber lath, 1898. 



Enclosure 7 i n  No. 26. 

Letter j - o ~ n  C. IV. I>olto,l, /isq., C.S.I., Chief' ,Secretory to the Government o j  
Uo/gai ,  to the Yewetciry to ~lle Gocer,~n~elzt oj' fndic~, ll"rei,q?z JC)epartment, 
dccled Cnlcrittlz, the N t h  lf7ebruary, 1899. 

I n  continuation of my letter, dated the 4th  ultimo, forwarding 
a communication, dated the 8th December, 1898, addressed to His  Excel- 
lency the Viceroy by the Chinese Imperial Commissioner for Tibetan 

Affairs, on the  subject of the  disputed bound- 
ary between Sikkim and Tibet, I am directed 
to submit, for the information and orders of 

~ ~ , t t t . ~ ~  19th Dectml;er, ISI!Y. the  Government of India, copies of the  margin- 
ally-noted report from the Commissioner of 
Rajshahi relating to the  conference lately held 
a t  Yatung between Mr. White, the  Political 
Officer of Sikkim, and Chinese and Tibetan 

officials, and the proposals of the Chinese Imperial Commissioner. 

2. The Tibetan claim to the territory in the  neighbourhood of Gia- 
gong was exainiiled by Mr. White a t  t h e  conference. The Tibetans pro- 
duced a tracing showing the frontier as claimed by them, and indicated 
the  evidence on which they relied. This evidence appeared to  Mr. White 
to be meagre ; but, in accordance with the instructions contained in para- 
gral)h 3 of the letter, d'atecl the 4th March, 1896, he made an 
i~t tempt  to ascel-tain infornially whether the Tibetans were prepared 
to afford better facilities for traders in the event of the Govern- 
lneilt of India agreeing to consider an  adjustment of the frontier, 
to ineet their c la~m.  The Tibetan representatives, on being inter- 
rogated on the subject, replied that  they were only authorized to  settle the 
h u n d a r y  as claiined by them, and tha t  they had no knowledge or orders 
with regard to trade matters. With reference to an  observation made by 
hlr. White that ,  although they could not assume authority, they could 
lefer the point to the Grand Council a t  Lhasa, they offered to  submit any 
1~roposals Mr. White nlight iliake fol the consideration of the  Council, re- 
inarking later on that  once the frontier question was decided, i t  should not, 
in course of time, be difficult to decide on trading questions. Subsequently, 
a3 a solution of the boundary dispute, a proposal was made by Mr. Li Yu 
Sen, the Chinese Special Deputy for the settlement of Frontier Affairs 
between Sikkinl and Tibet, to the effect tha t  the frontier line should be 
~ e t t l e d  in entire accordance with the  views of the  Tibetans, on the under- 
standiilg that (1) the Imperial Coinmissioner would urge the  Tibetans to 
aqree to the 1-emoval, in the interests of trade, of the Yatung Customs 
Establishinent to  Rinchingoi~g, a place a mile and-a-half to  the, east of 
'Jlatung, and (2) the Blitish officers appointed to attend to affairs connected 
with comrnercial intercourse would be a t  liberty to  visit the  Yamen (official 
residence) of the Superintendent of Customs. Mr. White suggested an 
additionai condition, that  British officials should be permitted to visit 
official residences as far as Chema and Galingka, and this modified pro- 
posal was cliscussed by him with Mr. Li  Yu Sen and also with the Chinese 
Impel-ial Commissioner. The letter of the 8th December, 1898, to His 
Excellency the Viceroy was then written by the Chinese Imperial Com- 
missioner. 

3. I n  that  letter the Imperial Commissioner proposes that  a delimi- 
tation uf the frontier as claimed by the Tibetans should be carried out bp 
officers repr~sent ing China, Great Britain, and Tibet, and promises that, 
after the completion of the work, he will address himself to exhorting and 
guiding the Tibetan officials aright in the matter of allowing merchants 
free access to Rinchinsong; and he adds that  the British official who may 
he :tppointecl to ndn~~nis te r  commercial affairs, and who mag reside a t  
Yatung or Rinchingonq, will be at libertv to exchange visits with the 
Chinese Superintendent of Custonls. Mr. White points out that  there is 



nothing in these proposals to prevent the Tibetans from walling-in Rin- 
chingong and the  new Customs house, thus closing t h e  place to  trade, as 
has been done at Yatung, where a wall was built across the  road after t h e  
Convention with China, and traffic is merely allowed to pass through by 
a gate. H e  is in favour of giving up to the Tibetans the  territory claimed 
by them, which lies to the  north of Donlrya-la, Giagong, and the Lonakh 
Valley, and is of no importance to Sikkim, as the entire land is situated at 
an elevation of 15,000 feet and can only be used for grazing some three 
months in the year, but on the following conditions :- 

(1) that  the post at Yatung be moved to Phar i ;  

(2) tha t  the mart  be opened in reality to trade, no restrictions what- 
ever being imposed, and that  all persons desirous of resort- 
ing there, be they Tibetans or others, be allowed free access 
t o  i t ;  

(3) that  some extradition treaty be made. 

A map is submitted on which the boundary claimed by the  Tibetans 
and the places mentioned in the correspondence are indicated. 

4. The Cornmissioner, Mr. Nolan, doubts whether the  Tibetans wouid 
agree to the transfer of our post a t  Yatung to Phari, and he, therefore, 
for hilnself would accept the  proposals of the Chinese Imperial Commis- 
sioner, on the understanding that  a real market will be allowed a t  Rin- 
chingong. H e  thinks that  there is a chance of establishing a mart of sonle 
importance there, and i t  is illore suitable than Yatung for habitation. He, 
however, shares the apprehension of M1.. White, tha t  the object of the  nzw 
arrangement may be frustrated by Tibetan obstructiveness, and suggests 
that  the mart should be moved before and not after the cession of the  dia- 
puted territory, and that, if this be not possible, a t  least a promise, guaran- 
teed by the Tibetans, should be secured tha t  the equivalent of the  conces- 
sion will actually be given. I n  his letter of the 19th December, copy of 
which accompanies my letter of this date, Mr. Nolan has pointed out tha t  
trade between Tibet and British territory could be developed only by the 
establishment of a mart a t  Phari ,  because a t  Phar i  the yaks, which have 
brought Tibetan goods across the passes, are relieved by mules from the 
southern valleys, and the  goods are then carried without break of bulk to 
ICalimpong, in British territtory, Yatung being a mere rest-camp on the  
way. 

5. The Lieutenant-Governor understands tha t  t h e  original intention 
of the Government of India was to negotiate a sacrifice of a considerable 
area, which is of little use to Sikkim, but which belongs to  i t  under the  
Convention with China, for some tolerable equivalent in trading facilities. 
As far, then, as the meeting of the Political Officer with t h e  Amban has 
elicited the attitude of the Chinese and Tibetan officials, they propose as  
an exchange for the large area in issue a nenf but valueless site for an out- 
post, which is itself valuelehs for purposes of trade. The Lieutenant- 
Governor sent for the Political Officer and has further considered the pro- 
posals with him. There is very small reason to hope that on any conditions 
a mart col~ld be established a t  Rinchingong. The conditions of the trade 
oppose it. If i t  is convenient to make the change of baggage animals a t  
Phari, it is a t  Phari  and not a t  Rinchingong that the market nlill continue 
to be held, and whatever promises may be made in the  negotiations, the  
Tibetans will alwa~rs have the reasonable reply to our complal~lts that  if the  
Lha,sa merchants prefer to barter a t  Phari ,  they cannot be forced to go on 
to Rinchingong. The Lieutenant-Governor, cannot, therefore, anticipate 
that  a move from Yatang to Rinchingong will be of the smallest advantage 
to trade. Unless i t  were to  be so, the settlement which the Amban pro- 
poses would be so patently one-sided and inadequate tha t  the Lieutenant- 
Governor could not advise it. It would be better to  have no bargaining 
at all than to end with a settlement such as this: which would be rightly 
interpreted to mean that  we wanted much and were content with nothing. 



The Lieutenant-Governor can discover no guarantees, which, from the very 
conditions of the case, would be of any value, and to postpone the  cession, 
a s  the hlnmissioner roposes, till a new mart  was established a t  Rinchin- 
gollg would, again, f o m  those very conditions, postpone the  settlement 
altogether indehitely.  

6.  There is something, the  Lieutenant-Governor thinks, to  be said 
for a present to the  Tibetans of the  disputed area without any conditions at 
all. They would probably be a t  first surprised, but in the  end they would 
reCLlize that  the  action was good-natured, disinterested and friendly; and 
in the course of time they would be possibly led by this consideration to re- 
laxation of their suspicions, and of the  consequent restrictions upon the 
trade of their country with ours. But the final effects of such a policy are 
vc.i.y doubtful indeed, and inasmuch as we have an  admitted leverage in the 
e:iisting Convention and in the  clear boundary which tha t  Conventlon 
admittedly established, the Lieutenant-Governor is not of opinion that  the 
advantage so gained should be surrendered, except for some definite benefit 
to  trade. Whether opportunity is to  be given for the  expansion of trade, 
or for contesting exactions, it is, a s  i t  seems t o  him, a t  Phar i  alone that  the 
opportunity will occur. To Phar i  may come any traders from Bhutan or 
Nepaul; i t  is natives of India alone that  are excluded. It is stated that 
the natives of the  Chumbi Valley have been given a virtual monopoly at 
Phari  in consideration of a money-payment. If (any fair exchange is to be 
got for the Giagong plateau, it is by a concession to  native Indian traders 
ta make their markets a t  Phari .  Yatung has been of no use to  us. Rin- 
chingong would be just as little. It is argued tha t  native Indian traders 
will not go t o  Phari ,  far  less make their head-quarters there, unless there 
are  resident European officers to  protect them. The trade a t  Kalimpong 
is meanwhile in the  hands of Marwaris of a proverbially timid character. 
To this i t  map be answered that  a t  least an  opportunity is given of a direct 
Indian connection with the  trade of the interior of Tibet, and if the Mar- 
waris do not themselves go, there is little doubt that  they will find less faint- 
hearted representatives to  develop it.  It is, again, argued that  a conces- 
sion to native traders a t  Phar i  t o  the  exclusion of Europeans would effect- 
uallj- destroy European trade with Tibet. There is a t  this moment only 
one European at Kalimpong engaged in that  trade. H e  is understood to be 
in the employ of ~Messrs. Ralli Brothers, a firm which so habitually utilizes 
native agency tha t  the Lieutenant-Governor doe5 not apprehend any parti- 
cularly injurious effect on European trade. After all, the piece-goods 
which are the main item of export, are Europeat~,  whether the agency a t  the 
mart is European or native. On a review, therefore, of the whole case, the 
Lieutenant-Govcrnor i;: of the opinion that  pernlission to native traders to 
trade a t  and reside a t  Phari  is the only object which is worth negotiation. 
It is quite possible, as the Commissioner says, that  the concession would 
be refused. The Lientenant-Governor is by no means certain that i t  would 
be, and he thinks that  it is decidedly worth trying. If we sncceed, we get 
some distinct advantage. If we fail, we are only where we were, w t h  an 
advantage on the Giagong border still in our hands to  be used when other 
opportunltie.; offer The overtures have not come froin us, but from the 
other side, ant1 the fa i l l~re  will be not ours, but theirs. Their offer not  
been good enough, and thev will know it. 

7. I t  is necessa1.y to consider the resulting position in the event of the 
failure of fnrther negotiations. The Giagong Valley is one in which, 
according to the Pol~tical Officer, a score of sepoys would enforce our 
possession during the open season or the levy on the Tibetan graziers of an! 
nominal dries we niiyht choose to impose. The resl~lt ,  howevel-, wo11l[l very 
prohnbly be the check for some time of trade on the P!lxri-Kalimpong 
route. The Lielltenant-Govern013 does not himself consider there is anv 
necessitv for enforcinz our possession. If the negotiations fa.il, we monl~l 
simp1.v leave matters alone for the present. Our position in regard to t,rnrlr. 
if 110 better, wol~ld a t  least he no worse. 

8. If negotiations are resumed, however, i t  is evidently useless t,o 
resume them with the  Ambnn alone; and the presence of a representative 



from Tibet is essential if any practical issue is t o  be arrived at. Negotia- 
tions might succeed at which all these parties were represented, and at 
which it was made plain that  while we wanted nothing for Europeans, we 
did want for our native traders the same access to their only mart that  is 
given to the Bhutanese and the Nepaulese, if it was clear that  for no lesser 
advantage would we vary the boundary given us by the Convention. 

Annesure 1. 

Letter finorrz P. Nolan, Esq., Cororlzrwissio~zer o f  the Rajshahi Division to the Chief 
Secretary to the Governme~lt of Bengal, clated Jc~lpaiguri ,  the 19th December, 1898. 

I have the honour to forward copies of letters which give a n  account of a Conference 
recently held at  Yatung by the Political O£ficer of Sikkim with certain Chinese and 
Tibetan officials on the subject of the execution of the Conventio~l of 1890 i n  regard to 
t,he rectification of t.he frontier. The boundary question, so far as i t  has to be dealt with 
at p ~ w n t ,  is of a simple character. The Convention laid down i n  its first Article that 
the line of tlie watershed which in thai country can be distinguished by any one 
capable of observing the direction in which a stream flows, shall be the division 
hetween Tibet and Sikkim, and hy this arranpement the Tibetans lose a t,ract of 
land large ill area, though insignificant in value. No attempt mas made by this 
Government to enforce the agreement at t.he time when it  was made, and now 
the Tibesans altogether decline to execute it.. Their original objection to so doing, 
as stated to me by their representatives in 1895, was that they were not bountl by 
t.he Convention, China having no right to act for them i n  the ~nat'ter. To this 
they now add that the arrangement was made only i n  regard to that part of t'he 
frontier which was the scene of hostilities in  1888. For neither of these contentions can 
I find any basis other than a desire to keep the land. The Tibetans co-openbed with 
the Chinese during the negotiabions, and gladly accepted the peace made by their 
representatives ; while no words can be clearer than those used in Article I of t,he Treaty, 
apparently with the purpose of guarding against future cavil to show that the watershed 
boundary was tixed for the whole frontier. But it is no longer a question of insisting 
absolutely on the execution of the agreement, the Viceroy having i n  his letter 
to the Chinese Resident, dated the 4th March, 1896, offered to examine any 
evidence the Tibetans may lay before the Political Officer on the subject, the 
object of such examination being, I presume, to respect the limits of ,the frontier 
as they stood before the Convention, or at some previoos time. The Tibetans 
did not actually produce evidence before RIr. White on this occasion, but indicated 
that on which they relietl, nilmely, boundary marks at Giagong, Donkya la, :uld 
Lhouak, set up in 1795 AD. ,  a t ~ d  fiiuce then duly registered iind inspected by 
Chinese officials ; an inscription at Giagong ; and an agreement with the Sikkim 
shephrr~ls  as to g r ~ z i n g  rights. Thrse m o ~ ~ l d  have to be examined before they coultl 11e 
acted on, hut I may say a t  once t,hat on this method of 'enquiry the Tretity boundary 
cannot be tlefended. Giagong is the key to t,he position, being the central place, and one 
of comparative importauce. Mr. hIaciiulay's report of his mission to Sikkim shows that 
i t  \\!as held by t.he 'ribet.ans in 1884, apparently xvithout disl)nte, and it. has certainly hren 
held by them ever since. He quote6 Hooker as stating tjhiit the frontier was at one time 
lower tlown the valley, first at Sanltlong Zemu, t,hen at Tallum Samtlong. Giagong is on 
the true llibet.an pliitwn, ant1 they probably receded to it on that. acconnt. I do llot 
t,hink t,hnt they have any desire to encroi~ch, their objtwt being lo i~roiil  the ackno\vletlg- 
111ent of tlefeat implied ill t,hr surrender of t,erritory on the conclusion of n Their 
n~cans  of infornlation ilre supel.ior to t,lloc;e to be found in Silrlti~~l, ;tnd I t,llil~k it  
prolxible t,hilt the bountlnry of poasessiott and t,radit, io~~ \\rill be fonnc-l to lie on the line 
indic;lt,etl by t.he~n. It was intimnted by the Government of India in  a letter, 
ilnt,ed t.he 4t.h March, 1896, thilt the prospect of the Til;etans obtaini~lg ;L rectificatior; of 
the 'l'reaty frontier would be great,lr enhanced if they offerrd increasetl facilities for trade. 
Taking t,his hiut as it  was meant, the C h i n e ~ e  oEcinls llare propo~ed that the Governlnent 
of India r iho~ld grant the bor~ndary arlvocated by the 'l'ihet.ans, a ~ ~ d  receive in  exchange 
a concession in the removal of t,he Ynt,ung Custonls estitblishment t.o Rinchingong. 
The expres~ion ~ ised  t,o denote wllirt, is to be changed tlesrrvrs uotice. Mr. \\.'hite 
sometime8 tr~nalat~es it " the Yat,ung mart," while carefully rrcortling its :~ctual meaning, 
which is " the (Inatoms house." 'l'hr Chinc,se speak \\fit11 perfc~ct, accnlxcg, i t  being well 
known t,o Government lhat there is no mart at. Tatnng, only a Cnstonls ]louse with a 
well-paid Enropran in charge. Qootls are never bought, ant1 uold r,l~ere, but t.llt, tratFic is 
registered as it  passes the harrier, and luax hereafter be taxed. S c . w  \tre are ent.it,led, 
nnt11.r t.l~e ltegulationa agreed lo in pursua~~ce  of the Convent,iou of 1S!tO, Article 4, 10 a 
trade m a r t ;  ant1 the Tibetans in prohibiting tlleir merchants from going to Yatung for. 
business purposes have distinct,ly violated that engagement, both in its letter and in ite 



spirit. I n  doing so I believe they were animated partly by the same motive which 
prevents them from accepting the Treaty frontier. This is a matter which I represented 
to Government after I had visited Yatung. The fact that the place was a mart only in 
name was accepted as established, but it was decided not to make proposals on the subject 
to the Chinese until the expiry of the period of five years from the date on which ths 
Regulations came into force, after which period they are open to revision by 
Commissioners appointed c?n either Ride. The term will elapse in May next, and I 
tlli~lk that the proposal of the Chinese Resident affords an additional opportunity for 
representing the matter. I woulrl point out that a trade mart has not been established at 
Tatung according to agreement, inasmuch as Tibetan traders have not been allowed to 
go there to buy or sell, and intimate that the prohibition should be removed. As a 
~eparate matter I would agree to accept the Residrnt's proposal on the understanding 
that there is to be a real market at Ilinchingong. I t  is only a mile and a half from 
Tatung, but it is n habitable place, which the other is not. We have a chance of 
establishing a mart of some importsnce there ; and, by getting an equivalent for the 
territorial rights \vhich have not been enforced, the bad effects of allowing them to lapse 
by disuse are avoided. hlr. White mas prepared to advocate this course if the concession 
were made of allowing our officials to visit those of China and Tibet at a place a little 
further up the valley, a demand of which I never heard before, and which seems to me 
to have little meaning. 

Annexure 2. 

Letter from J. C. White, Esg., Politicul Ofleer, Sikkiln, to the Comnzissioner ~f the 
Rajshahi Division, dated Yutung, the 23rd November, 1898. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to send on the following report of my Mission to Yatung regarding 
the Sikkim-Tibet Frontier. 

As already reported, I arrived here on the 11th instant, and was duly received 
by the Chinese officials, the Tibetan officers making 

General. the excuse that they had heard of my arrival too late 
to come. 

I also received an o5cial visit on the 12th from Mr. Li and an unofficial visit 
on the 13th. On the latter visit very little business was transacted, Mr. Li merely 
coming up to say he would try to bring up the Tibetans on the 17th instant for the 
Conference. 

On the 16th, I received an official visit from the Dungen Tenzing Wangpo, the 
M. Depon and the Chanzod of Tashi Lempo. 

On the 17th the Conference duly took place, there being present- 
Mr. Hobson. 
Mr. Li Yu Sen (Special Deputy for Frontier Affairs). 
Dnngen Tenzing Wangpo. 
The M. Depon. 
The Chanxod of Tashi Le~npo. 
Mr. Tung (Chinese-Tibetan Interpreter). 
Mr. Sung (Chinese-English Interpreter). 
Mr. Ti (Mr. Hobson's Chinese Secretary). 
The Shoe Dewan. 
Lobxung (my Tibetan Interpreter). 

Detailed ~nen~oranda* of the conversations which took place on the 12th, 16th 
and 17th are attached, together with Mr. I i ' s  conversati011 with the Tibetans after seeil~g 
me on the 12t11, his itinerary and the inscriptions on the wooden  tablet^ mid to 11e at 
Giagong. 

These conversations were compiled from my awn  note^, notes talren in Chinese b~ 
Mr. Li and Mr. Tnng, and fro111 notes taken in Tibetan by Lobznrlg, the Shoe Dewan, and 
the Yung-thang Kazi. 

The conversation having to be carried on in English, Chinese, and Tibetan made 
recourse to the nbove methotl necessary. 

The re-translation of the above notes in Chinese anrl Tibetan into English took 
considerable time and tronblr. Great praise is due to Mr. Hoh~on for the trouble he has 
taken and his univer~al wish to help. Without his help it would, indeed, have been mod 
difficult, if not impossible, to complete thest, interviews. His clerk, Mr. Ti, has also been 
indefatigable in his attention. I also enclose a map shewing the boundary as defined 111 

the Tibetan officers. a ~ l d  a tracing of the map they produced with the names writttln 
thereon in English as well as in Til~etan. 

Concluhion nrrived at. 
There i~ no doul)t a8 to the bountlary claimed b 

the Tibetans. I t  runs aR follows :- 

Along the range from the east to the nO?l / ry~  In and ;~long the summit of  the r:knt'e 
over ITinchemjhan to Cf~rtgo~rg. From there 11p 10 the to11 of Chomiomo along theb range -~ ~ 

- 

* Not reprinted. 



dividing the Lachen valley and the Lhonak valley down to the junction of the Lanok chu 
and Lungma chu ; up the opposite side of the, hill to The la, and thence along tlie range 
to the Nepalese boundary. 

Their boundary includes in Tibet all the ground north of the Donkya la and Giagong 
and the whole of the Lhonak valley (Yebli, kc.). 

The proofs that this was formerly their boundary are meagre, and amount to- 
I.-A translation only from a tablet s~ipposed to be at Giagong. 

11.-Stone mounds at  Giagong and other places. 
111.-An agreement between the people of the Lachen valley and the IChamba 

Jongpen regarding grazing rights. 

With reaard to I., I have been several times at Giagong, and no tablet was ever 
produced. A trans1;ltion from a supposed tablet can hardly be received as evidence. 
Regarding II., there is a mouud of stones ac Giagong. I t  may be a boundary mark, or it  
might be the usual mound of stones thrown up at every pass, as is usually done over all 
Yikkim. At any other place I have seen none. Regarding IIL., no document was 
produced. Besides, 1 am informed by the Shoe Dewan that the Tibetan graziers always 
paid a fee ill butter to the Lachen Peepen for the privilege of grazing in the Lhonak valley. 

After reading the treaty to the Tibetans, they acknowledged that the boundary, as 
laid down in the Convention, went to the north of the rivers running down from behind 
the Donlcya la and Giagong, and that the water of the Lhonak and Lungma rivers flowed 
into the Teesta. 

I then pointed out that, if their boundary was accepted by the Government of India, 
i t  would constitute a concession of territory on our part,, and 1 asked them what 
concessions they were prepared to make i n  return in  the way of facilitating trade. A t  
this question the Tibetrans were evidently much disconcerted and were quite unprepared 
for it, and after some conversation amongst themselves replied that they knew nobhing 
about tntde questions, and that they were here only to settle the boundary ; that if 
I conceded the boundary as they had indicated, matters coultl be amicably settled, and,. 
if not, they had no authority to treat. They went on to say that they would like to have 
proposals from me to lay before the Council of State. 

This I was not authorised to do. Mr. Hobson, however, explained what facilities for .  
trade meant, and pointed out what restrictions were iulpased here, &c. 

The conclusions I have come to ;ire briefly as follows :- 

I.-Boundary line as wanted by the Tibetans runs along range by Donkya la and 
Giagong, Chou~iomo and Tlie la, including the Lhonak valley. 

11.-The Tibetans know the position of the boundary as laid down in the 
Convention, but assert that the dlnban had no right to place it  there. 

111.-The Tibetan officers are unable to give any answer as to trade concessions, 
but aslr for proposals from us in orJer that they may place t,his before their 
Grand Council in  Lhasa. 

1V.-The Tibetans are evidently very anxious that the old bonnd;~i-1 be reverted to, 
and that on that account may be willing to give some concessions to trade 
in the Clu~mbi  valley in return for it. 

V.-That the Chinest: aut,hority has of late years much decli~letl s t  Lhasa, and '  
that now they have pr:lctically no authority over the Tibetans, and that. the 
Tibetanu are asserting tl~emselves ant1 wish to throw off Chi~lese yoke. 
Tho Chinese aclrnowle.lge they have no anthority, and the Tibetans sag 
t,lle C h i n e ~ e  have no right to treat for them. The Chinese have still a certain 
amount of tleference shown them in matters of etiquette, b11t ill ~nat,t,ers of 
importance they appear to be of no account. In  all my convel,satio~ with 
the Tibetans, they were addressed tlirect by request of Rlr. Li, who took 
no part in the co~~veraation, saying he was unable to do a ~ r y t h i r l ~ .  

I therefore thinlc the time has arrived when Government might make some 
definite proposals, and would suggest the follo\ving con- 

blensures to be ndopted. cessions to be rilade for trade on their p;lrt, ill return 
for our giving u p  the territory to the nort,h of Donlcya la, 

Giagong, and the Lhonalr vallcy to Tibet :- 

I.-That the mart at Yatung be moved to Phari. 

11.-That the mart. be opened in reality to trade, no restrictions what.ever being 
in~l)osotl, ant1 that all l~orsons desirous of doing so, either Tibetans or 
o thcr~ ,  be :~llowed free access t,o it. 

111.-That Aome ext,radition treaty be madc. 

Regarding (I.) and (11.) it is well known that Yatnng is qnite unfitted for a trade 
mart. I t  i~ situated in a narrow valley with no grorind available for any honsea or 
shops. No  tratlcr~ are allowed to ~ i e i t  it from Tibet ;  if any trader come in from our 
sitle, no one is xllowed to buy his goods or to v ~ s i t  him. There is not rr single shop 
in the place, thougll it has now been open nearly five years,-not even a tea shop. 
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k t r io t iona  are placed in trade by a system of passes issued by the Tibetans. The trade 
at present is a monopoly in the hands of the Lamas and big men in Tibet, and the 
carrying of the goods a monopoly in the hands of the men living in the Chumbi valley, 
In fact, the Treaty Regulations have been tacitly broken in every way. 

Regarding (111.) there are at present in the employment of the Tibetans two men, 
Dhurkay Sirdar, who was formerly the head of a gang of thieves, and Jampay, an ex-clerk 
in the Deputy Commissioner's office, who forged several bills and absconded with the 
money. Besides, any one committing an offence in either British territory or Sikkim 
have merely to go into the Chambi valley and escape the penalties of the law. 

In conclusion, I am of opinion that the time has arrived for us to take up a firm front 
with the Tibetans. 

I would even go as far as to suggest that, if the Amban, who is coming here in a few 
days, is unable to settle matters between us and Tibet, we should endeavour to negotiate 
direct with Lhassa. I t  will be difficult no doubt, but the present method of dealing with 
the Tibetans through the Chinese has resulted in nothing. 

Enclosure 8 in No. 26. 

Letter from C. TV. Bolton, Esq., C.S.I., Chief Secretary to the Govern.ment of 
Ben.qa1, to the Secretary to the Gover)zment of India, Foreign Department, 
dated Calculta, the 20th February, 1899. 

I am directed to  acknowledge the  receipt of the letter from the Foreign 
Department, dated the 18th November, 1898, with its enclosure, being a 
co y of a despatch from Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India, on the 
su f ject of the trade and frontier relations between Sikkim and Tibet. 

2. I n  view of the termination during the current year of the  period 
of five years referred to  in the  fourth clause of the Trade Regulations of 
1893 appended to  the  Sikkim-Tibet Convention of 1890, and the possi- 
bility contemplated in tha t  clause of the  introduction of a tariff on trade 
at Yatung, the  Secretary of State desires to have a full report both on the 
progress made since the Agreement of 1893 towards the settlement of the 
frontier, and on the  extent to  which the trade stipulations of the Conven- 
tion and its subsidiary Regulations have been operative. His Lordship 
also desires to know whether the experience of the last four years has sug- 
gested any practical measures for securing more fully the  facilities for 
trade which the  Convention and its subsidiary Regulations were intended 
to  provide. 

3. I n  reply, I am to submit the accompanying copy of a letter, 
dated the 19th December, 1898, from the Commissioner of Rajshahi, 
with its enclosure from the Political Officer for Sikkim, reporting on the 
points on which inforrnation has been called for by the  Secretary of State. 
It is explained in these reports tha t  the  boundary between Sikkim and 
Tibet, as laid down in Article I of the Convention, has not yet been demar- 
cated, owing to the  refusal of the Tibetans to abide by the terms of the 
Convention and to their claiming a tract of land to  the north of Donkya-l,~, 
Giagong, and the  Lonakh Valley; and that ,  in consequence of Tibetan 
obstructiveness, the trade stipulations contained in the  Regulations  ha^ e 
been inoperative. Although British subjects are allowed to  travel freeiy 
up to Yatung and no impost is levied there on merchandise passing t h r o u ~ l i  
it ,  the  Tibetans, by constructing a wall a quarter of a mile lower down the 
valley in which Yatung is situated, and by not allowing their merchants to 
meet British traders at that place, have prevented its becoming a real t r a~ le  
mart. Absolutely no business has been transacted a t  Yatung, which has 
been merely a registering station for goorls passing between Tibet nnd 
India, and the Commissioner considers that  the proclamation of the place 
as a mart has in no way influenced the trade between the two countr i~s .  
The figures quoted bv him, however, muqt be revised. They are those in- 
corporated by this Government in the Annual Reports of the External 



Trade of Bengal with Nepal, Tibet, Sikkim, and Bhutan, but they were 
registered at stations within British territory through which traffic with 
Sikkim and Bhutan also passes, and the traffic with Tibet could not be 
accurately separated. Orders were issued a t  the end of 1897 for a change 
in the arrangements, and i t  was directed tha t  registration a t  Guntok and 
Yatung alone should be accepted for the  Tibet trade, the figures for Yatung 
being those compiled by the Chinese Customs Department. These figures 
have been adopted by the Political Officer in his Annual Reports on the 
Administration of Sikkim, and they may be accepted as a correct return 
of the trade with Tibet, registration being very carefully carried out by 
the Chinese Customs Department at Yatung, and that  being the route 
taken by the entire trade between Tibet and British territory. The regis- 
tration having commenced from the 1st May, 1894, the  following figures 
taken from the last Annual Report on the Administration of Sikkim, should 
be substituted for those given by the &mmissioner :- 

- I Exports. I Impark. I Total. 

1 Rs. 
ci,:,H,!)Sd 

I 

RF. 
12,55,710-11 months. 

It will thus be observed that  a gradual, though not marked, increase 
of trade has taken place since 1894-95. I n  view, however, of the fact tha t  
no mart has been established a t  Yatung the Lieutenant-Governor thinks 
that  the Trade Regulatiolls have had no material, if any, effect on the 
trade. The increase appears to be mainly due to, and might have been 
expected from, the restoration of peace between the British Government 
and Tibet. 

4. As regards practical meczsures for securing better trade facilities, 
the local officers refer to the proposals on this subject, as well a s  on the  
question of the delimitation of the Sikkim-Tibet frontier, contained in a 
communication from the Chinese Imperial Commissioner for Tibetan 
Affairs, dated the 8th December, 1898, to the address of His Excellency the  
Viceroy, which was submitted to the Foreign Department with my letter, 
dated the 4th ultimo. These proposals, which were the result of discussions 
a t  interviews which the Political Officer for Sikkim lately had with the 
Imperial Commissioner and Chinese and Tibetan officials a t  Yatung, have 
been dealt with in my letter of to-clav's dat,e. 

L ~ / / e r  fr*orn P. .Volnrz, Es7., Cor~zn~i~sione?. of llrc Rnj~l~nlrl Dir'isinll, to the Chief Sccretar!/ 
lo /lrr ( - lover-r~rnf~~t /  of Bereqftl, dutcd .J~tlpni~/lc~~i, tllc 19/11 Dec.errlber, 18!)8. 

I H A V E  the honour t,o acknowledge the receipt of your memorandum, clateql 
t,he Y9tl1 nltimo, in which 1 am asked t,o report on the suhjects specified in the despatch 
of the Hecrotilry of State for India, dnt,ed the 6th October, that is (1) on the pro- 
grres rna~le sincc! tho c.xecnt,ion of the Convention of 18!)0 with China in  regard to the 
~t!ttlement of the front.ier, (2) as to t,he extent to which  he t,ratle stil~ulat.ions of that treaty 
;Ire in opct.;rtion, (3) whether the experience of t h ~  last. four years ha8 suggested any 
l)ract,ical lnc!asiir.cs for secririrlg more fully the tratle fircilitieu which those stipillationn 
were intended t.o provitle. I referred the matter to Mr. White, the Political Officer of 
Sikkirn, wllo lias. nntler t,hc ordels of Gover~~ment ,  contlncted the negotint,ions, ant1 enclose 
a copy of his reply, dat,ed the 9t,h instant. 

2. Ry the first article of tlre Convention t,he line of the water-shed is declared to be 
(he ho11nd:lry het,ween Tibet and the protccte~l Statc, of Sikkiin. Hy this arrangement the  



Tibetans lost a tract of considerable area but of little value, receiving in return no equiva- 
lent except the concession of peace after a war which they had commenced and in which 
they had failed with some discredit. I t  was not thought advisable to enforce the transfer 
of territory at  once, the Government of India preferring to wait, as explained in the letter 
of Mr. Gorbett, dated the 20th February, 1894, until an agreement had been arrived 
a t  as to the details of the scheme to be adopted for promoting trade under the third 
Article of the Convention. When the time indicated had arrived, the attention of the 
Chinese Commissioner was drawn to the matter by a letter from His Excellency the 
Viceroy, dated the 9th August, 1894, and the unsuccessful proceedings subsequently taken 
to obtain possession by marking out the boundary are described in Mr. White's report. 
The Tibetans did not at the time explain how they justified their conduct in  refusing to 
execute the Treaty ; but in  1835, when I visited Yatling on tour, their representatives very 
frankly informed me that they did not recognise tho Convention, as  it  was made by the 
Chinese only, and that they would not surrender any land i n  order to give effect to the 
Treaty. This positioli they still maintain, but  there is some prospect that they may 
consent to an arrangement suggested by the Government of India and now favoured by 
the Chinese, that we should exchange our territorial claim for  some concession in regard 
to trade. If the facilities afforded were of real use to t raac ,  an amicable settlement of this 
kind would be most advantageous, the land in dispute being p~.actically of no value. 

3. The trade stipulations made under Article 4 of the Convention are contained in the 
Regulations agreed to by Rlr. Paul ;IE British Commissioner on the 5th December 1893. 
The first clause provides that a trade mart shall be established at  Yatung on the Tibetan 
side of the frontier, and shall be open to all British subjects for the purpose of trade. 
This  promise has not been fulfilled, inasmuch as no mart has been opened at  Yatung. 
The  manner in which the execution of the compact has been evaded is  fully described 
i n  my letter, dated the 24th November, lYY5 : the Tibetans hare  built a wall 
across the pass a little below the site granted for the meeting of traders from the two 
countries, nnd allow no one to go through the gate for the purpose of buying or selling. 
Our  merchants may, indeed,  isi it Yatung, but no one from the other side is allowed to 
meet them there i n  the way of business. 

4. The only other important clause in  the Regulations is the fourth-that exports and 
imports shall be ' I  exempt from duty " for a period of five years, after which period a tariff 
may be mutually agreed upon and enforced. This has been observed so far as any impost 
at Yatung is  concerned. Customs were never realised there before the Treaty, and have 
not been imposed since. A duty of about ten per cent. is taken on the traffic as it  passes 
Phari ; this is in  ;~ccordance with previous custom, and is held by the Government of India 
to be a matter i n  which we cannot interfere. 

5. The  Chinese Resident has recently proposed that the  Government of India should 
abandon all claim to the disputed land, and that i n  return he should engage to use his 
influence to secure the removal of the Customs House from Yatung to Rinchingong. This 
suggestion affords an oppcrtunity for reljresenting the grievance of Indian traders in  regard 
to the breach of the Regulations at the former place. I t  has, indeed, always been contem- 
plated that the subject might be talren up when the five years of the existing agreement 
expires, as it  mill do next  May. I n  the Orders of the Government of India dealing with 
the  report sent by me after visiting Yatung in 1895, it  ie stated that " it appears to be 
established by Mr. Nolan that the Tibetans have prevented Yatung from becoming a trade 
mart  in anything but name," but that the Governor-General in Council did not consider it 
advisable that proposals should be made to the Chinese for the revision OF existing 
arrangements before the expiry of the five years. The time for de;iling with the matter 
having now a r r i v d ,  I t l ~ i n k  tbat the treaty right to a trade mart where both parties are 
~ e r m i t t e d  to buy and sell sbould be pressed. As a separate matter I woulcl consent to give 
u p  the treaty right of Sikkim to the water-shed frontier on the opening of a real market at 
Rinchingong. The land affected lies at  the height of 15,000 feet and is only used for 
grazing during three months of the year ; I presume that it is of no strategetic importance 
whatever. 

The only consideration i n  favour of demanding its surrender is that by abandoning 
the claim w\.e teach the Tibetans to defy treaty obligations-a lesson they are only too ready 
to learn. This objection to the concession will be obviated if we obtain something in 
exchange. The word Yatung has been explained ae meaning the "hole in  the valley." I f  
this be correct the designation is very appropriate. The gorge where it  is bituated is little 
more thau 50 yards wide at the bottom ; the sun does not shine on it  in  winter until after 
ten o'clock. Until selected aa the site of the Customs House it  was uninl1al)itetl. I t  may 
well be that the Chinese themselved have got tired of it, and object to (he expense of 
rebuilding their wall, which was destroyed in the earthquake of 18!17. Rinchingong is 
only a mile and a half off, but is on the river in  the Chllrnbi valley, 1,400 feet lower, and 
on comparatively level ground, where there is a small village. I t  wonld be quite po~sible 
for the Tibetans to f r u ~ t r a t e  the object of the arrangement there, as they have done ah 
Yatung, but not so easy, and if they were brought to co-operate, there would be a greater 
prospect of business being done. 

6. I may ad11 that I see no reason to hope for any great benefit to commerce from the 
opening to Europeans of a trade mart in  any part of the Chumbi vallry. I'a~.ct~nses and 
sales are effectecl a t  I'hari, the last place on the true Tibetan pl;itenn, and afterw:lrds at 
Kalilnpong, immediately above the valley of the Tista, the town from which goods pas8 b3' 
cart road to the Siliguri railway station. Ijetween these points the trafic 18 s~nlply carried 
on the backs of mules without breaking bulk-a natural arrangement, which could be 



altered only at  some loss. The inhabitants of Chumbi claim a right to the monopoly of 
the trade. Europeans might find it profitable to set up  at  some intermediate spot to tore- 
atall each other, but with little benefit to the public. At Phari they would occupy a 
commanding position ; and great good would result could we give effect to the late 
Mr. Macaulay's project of obtaining leave for Indian traders, other than Europeans, to 
reside at  Lhassa or elsewhere in Tibet, as the Nepalese do, and the Bhuteahs. But if we 
have been unable to enforce even treaty obligations, what prospect is there that the 
Tibetans, who seem now to be masters of the situation, Chinese influence having tleclined, 
will make voluntary concessions of a character so inconsistent with their exclusive 
policy ? 

7. The increase in  trade with Tibet, as it  occurred shortly after the opening of the 
so-called mart a t  Chumbi in  May 1894, has naturally given rise to the impression that some 
good resulted from that measure. To correct this, I give the returns for the last thirteen 
years. 

Value of Trade with Tibet vid Yatung. 

Year. 1 "port8, 1rn:rts. I ! Rsafaars. 

1 ! 2 6 

Rs. 
2,4.5,714 

2,96,026 

1,74,799 

4,181 

1,31,458 

I,I)O,788 

2.03,131 

2 , 2 9 , l l i  

3,31,613 

4,47,802 

Rs. 
3,72,735 

2,13,185 

1,90,427 

3,168 

1,49,254 

1,80,293 

6,18,146 

3,51,619 

3,58,799 

7,01,348 

Tibetans occupied Lingcu in Sikkim 
during the year 1886 ; effect unfavour- 
able to trade. 

In 1887 hostile ocoupation continues, 
with apprehension of armed inter- 
ference by the Government of India. 

From Maroh, 1888, the tw-o countries 
were at war. 

Peace conditions restored. 

1st May, 1894, Yatung was proclaimed 
nn open mart. 

For nine months. 

I t  will be observed that the value of the trnde during the last two years averaged 
Ra. 7,93,1190 as against 13s. 5,63,930, the average of the two years preceding the war-a 
moderate increase, fully accounted for by the construction of an excellent cart road along 
the Tista Valley to Pedong, and of a good bridle path for the rest of the journey. The 
oudden development about the time when Yatung was established has not been maintained, 
as it  would have been if due to a continuing cause. The correspondence in the dates was 
a coiricidence only, the real explanation being that there occurred about that time a great 
rise in  the price of wool, which is the staple import. Indeed, as no business was ever 
done at  or near Yatung, its being proclaimed a mart cannot possibly have influenced the 
value of the trade. 

Annexure 2. 

Letter from J. White, Esq., Political O[Pcrr, Sikkim, to the Commissioner of !]be 
RrCjshahi Division, ddtrd ffuntolr, Ihc 9/11 December, 1898. 

(Extract.) 

With reference to the Government of India's letter, Foreign Department, to the 
address of the Chief Secretary, Bengal, enclosing letter from the Secretary of State to 
His Excellency the Viceroy, I have the hollour to forward the following report on 
the working of tho Treaty of 1X!)O and Convc~ltion of 1893 between Great Britain 
and China relating to Sikkim and Tibet :- 

Treaty of 1890. 

ARTICE I.-The boiindary as agreed to in the Treaty followed the watershed of the 
river Tista, and, commencing from Gipmochi, ran along the crests of the mountains ti]] it 
reached the Nepal boundary near the Ja r  Songla. 



This  boundary has been in dispute ever since, the  Tibetans asserting that Ihe Chiness 
had n o  aut,horitg to make R treaty i n  their name without first consulting them. 

, 

I n  the spring of 1895, a Commission was appointed to  examine and demarcate the 
frontier as laid down in the Treaty. This Commission was composed of delegates from 
India, Tibet and China. The  British delegates proceeded to the frontier a t  the appointed 
time, but the Tibetans refused to come forward, and i t  was after some difliculty that the 
Chinese were induced to meet the representatives of the Indian Government, once only, 
on the Jeylapla Pass. I t  was decided to commence building pillars, and they mere 
erected on the Jeylapla. Donchukla and Dokola. These pillars were immediately after our 
retirement destroyetl by the Tibetans. 

After a protracted stay on the frontier, the Indian representatives of the  Cornmiasion 
were recalled, no notice being taken of the Tibetans' conduct. 

I n  1896 Mr. Li-111-Sen was sent from China as special deputy for the settlement of 
frontier affairs between Sikkim and Tibet. I n  l89S, a letter was received from the Amban 
WBn Hai lo say that Mr. Li and the Tibetan delegates were starting on a n  inspection of the 
boundary, after which they would proceed to Yatung, where the whole Commissio~ could 
meet and proceed to examine the frontier. On the arrival, however, of Mr. Li and the 
Tibetans at  Yatung, the Tibetans refused to go along the boundary, and asked that I 
should be invited over to inspect maps. 

On the 17th November, 1898, I met the Tibetans and Mr. Li, and found that the 
Tibetans claimed the land to the north of the  Donkya-la, Giagong and the Lonakh Valley. 
On being asked what facilities for trade i n  t,he Chumbi Valley they would grant in return 
for the alteration in  the boundary, they replied they were only authorized to settle the 
boundary as claimed by them, and that they had no knowledge or orders with regard to 
trade mat,ters. They, however, begged that I would submit proposals for the consideration 
of the Grand Council at Lhasa. On the 22nd December, 1898, the following proposals were 
made by H. E. WBn Hai, Chinese Imperial Commissioner i n  Tibet :- 

I. That the boundary as claimed by the Tibetans should be reverted to. 

11. That if claim I. was agreed to, he woiild urge the Tibetans to move the mart at 
Patung to Rinchingong and allow British officials to visit the Yamen of the Chinese 
Commission of Ciistoms (Mr. Wang-yen-leng). 

ARTICLE 11.-This Article has been observed. 
ARTICLE 111.-This Article has been systematically broken. 
ARTICLE lV.-See T n d e  Kegulations. 
ARTICLE V.-This question cannot be settled until  the boundary has been fixed. 
ARTICLE V1.-See Trade Regulations. 
ARTICLE VI1.-See Trade Regulations. 

I. The mart was opened on the 1st May, 1894, but no British Oficer has been sent 
to reside at  Yatung. 

11. British subjects, it is true, are allowed to travel freely to Yatung, but having 
arrived there there are no uuitable houses or godowns, and there is no one to buy their 
goods nor can they bu7 from others. Therr  is not a single shop in the place, nor are any 
merchants allowed to come there to trade, as they are prevented from doing so by the 
Tibetans. KO Tibetan proper ((.P., any one living outside the Chumbi Valley) is allowed 
to bring his goods into Yatung, as that also is forbidden by the Tibetans. There is also an 
agreement between the ('hnmbi Valley people and the Tibetans that all the trade passing 
through P l ~ a r i  to Yatung or vtcr v e n d  shall be in  their hands, and the only outside traders 
who are allowed to come through are a few Chinese and some of the servants of the 
influential Lamas and Tibetans. Thus the whole object of the mart is nullified, and 
(luring these 4 4  years a b s o l ~ t l e l y  nothing in the ZL'CLY of I , I L B ~ ~ C Y S  has been transacted In 
Yatung, and under present c~rcumst;~nces never can be. If a R r i t i ~ h  merchant does go 
Yatung, no one is allowed to buy from him or sell to him. Yatung is no mart, i t  is only 8 

registering station for good8 pausing between Tibet and India. Moreover the place chosen 
is absolutely unsuited for a mart. I t  is situated in a narrow valley with no habitations 
near ; there is no room for either h o u ~ e s  or godowns, and i t  is completely cut off from all 
external influence by the wall built by the Tibetans a quarter of a mile lower down the 
valley. 

111. This is observed. 
IV. This clause has been virtually broken, as a 10 per cent. r d  ~~a lorern  duty 

charged in Phari on all goods passing that place. This is generally levied in kind, 
one-tenth of the goods being taken. 

V. This i~ observed, and at p r e ~ e n t  Yntang only serves as a barrier a t  which all 
goods must be declared. 

VI. This is observed. 
VII. This is observed. 

VIII .  This is observed. 
IX. Cannot be settled. 



General Reyulations. 

I. I n  operation. 

11. No notice has been given by the Chinese of any amendments nor has any notice 
of amendment been made by us. There is a rumour that the Chinese wish to impose 
5 per cent. ad valorern duty on all goods passing Yatung, but it is doubtful if the Tibetans 
will agree to any such impost, and it certainly should be objected to on our part a t  any 
rate until trade is more firmly established along this route. 

Suggestions.-From the above summary it will be seen that hoth the Treaty and the 
regulations attached thereto have been either broken or tacitly ignored by the Tibetans. 
I t  appears to me that the time has now arrived to make a forward move, and I would 
stiggest the following :- 

I. That the boundary as asked for by the TibePans be reverted to, as it  would appear 
that they attach some importance to this. The cession of the territory would be of 110 

importance to Sikkim, as the whole of the land under dispute is situated at an elevation of 
over 15,000 feet and can only be used for grazing some three months in  the year. 

11. That in  return for this concession we should insist on the mart being moved to 
Phari. I t  should also be insisted on that this mart be perfectly free, and that all traders, 
either Tibetans or other, should be allowed access to it, and that merchants should be 
allowed either to hire buildings or to lease land on which to build houses or godowns. 
Phari, situated at  the head of the Churnbi Valley, and practically in  Tibet proper, would 
be suitable as a mart. There both Tibetans, Bhutanese and the Chumbi Valley inhabitants 
meet, and it  would be more difficult for the Tibetans to place obstacles in  the way of 
trade. At Phari the count,ry is also open, and there could not be the same restrictions to 
trade, as it  would no longer be necessary for it  all to come by one route as it is a t  Yatung. 

I would also propose a third clause, that there should be some extradition treaty at  any 
rate in  the Chumbi Valley if not in Tibet proper. This I think necessary as explained in 
my letter No. 75, as criminals from both Darjeeling and Sikkim simply go into this valley 
to  escape justice. 

I would here also point out how extremely ~~~~~~~~~~~~~y all dealings with the 
Chinese in Tibet are. They either have no pom-er or control over the Tibetans or, as is 
very likely, they play the Tibetans o b  against us as the Tibetan8 do t,he Chinese in the 
mme manner. The Chinese aver they have no authority over the Tibetsns, and the 
Tibetans say t.he Chinese have no authority to make treaties f ~ r  them. They, however, 
also say they cannot act wit,hout the Chinese, the result being a dead-lock. If a firm front 
mere shown I believe t'he T~betans would at once give in, and I believe the time has now 
come to take u p  a st-ong position. We should certainly not allow the Tibetan markets to 
be closed to English goodtr. 

Enclosure 9 in  No. 26. 

L e ~ t e r  front the N o n o ~ t r a h l e  C. W. Bolton, C.S.[., Cliief Secretar,y to the 
G o v e r n m ~ ~ n t  ?f Be1t7n1, to tile Secretary to the Goucrnme17t of  I ~ t t i i a ,  Fore ign  
Deparknenl ,  tlaletl Calcut ta ,  tlie 1 6 t h  .lilnrc.h, 1899. 

I n  continuation of my letter, dated the 20th ultimo, I an1 directed to  
s u b m i t ,  for the information of the G o v e r n m e n t  of India, the a c c o m p a n y i n g  
copy of a letter, dated the 2nd idem, f r o m  the I n d i a n  Tea A s s o c i a t i o n ,  and 
of  the reply of this Government thereto, r e g a r d i n g  the prospect of obtaining 
facilities for the i m p o r t a t i o n  of Indian tea into Tibet. 

Letter.from W. Prcrsrlns, Esq., Srcrehr!/ to tllc Ind ian  Tca Aasocintio~c, to ~ / L P  Secretar.!/ to 
the Gourrnment 1!f Berlgnl, General, Ravelzue a n d  Statiat~cnl D ~ ~ , ' l , n r t r n ~ ~ t ~ ,  dated 
Calcutta, the 2 t ~ d  Feb~.c~nry, lHY!). 

I am rlirecterl by the Committee of the Indian Tea Association to rlraw t,he attention 
of His Hononr t,h(? Lielltenant-Governor to the regulnt,ions appeutled to t,lle Sikkirn-Tibet 
Convention of 18!90, which were published i l l  the Gr~re/te oflnrlilt nF 10t11 February, 1894, 
un~lar  a notifcat,ion of t,he Foreign Department of the G o v e r ~ l ~ ~ l e ~ ~ t  of Intli~l, dated Fort 
William, 9th Fehrnnry, 1H!)4. 



2. The Committee notice that in Regulation IV. the following provision is made with 
regard to Indian tea :- 

"Indian tea may be imported into Tibet at a rate of duty not exceeding thatat 
which Chinese tea is imported into England, but trade in Indian tea shall 
not be engaged in during the five yeare for which other commodities ue 
exempt." 

As the regulation came into force on the 1st May, 1894, the period of five pears 
during which an embargo has been placed on the import of Indian tea into Tibet will 
come to an end on the 30th April in the present year. Apparently the Tibetan authorities 
will then be at liberty to impose a duty not exceeding the English duty on Chinesetea, 
and if such is to be levied, the General Committee trust the regulation for its collectioU 
will be of such a nature as to cause as little trouble and friction as possible. They aho 
desire to express the hope, in view of the possibilities of Tibet as a market for Indian & 
that the arrangements at the mart at Yatung will be such as to facilitate the tea trade 
generally. 

3. I am directed by the Committee to state that they mill feel much indebted if they 
can be placed in possession of such informat,ion with regard to this important matter as 
the Government of Bengal may see fit to communicate. 

Annexure 2. 

Letter from the Honourable C. W. Bolton, C.S.I., Chief Secretary to the Government of 
Berlgal, to the Secretary, Indiun Tea Association, dated Calcuttu, the 16th Yarch, 
1899. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 2nd ultimo, 
in which you invite attention to Clause IV. of the Trade Regulationtl of 1893 
appended to the Sikkim-Tibet Convention of 1890, and request to be furnished with such 
information as this Government may see fit to communicate, regarding the prospect of 
obtaining facilities for the importation of Indian tea into Tibet, after the expiration of the 
five years for which the Tride Regulatious ar? in force. 

In  reply, I am to say that the question of improving, if possible, the arrangements for 
facilitating trade with Tibet is under the consideration of the Government of India, and 
that any information which can be given later on the subject of your letter will be 
communicated to you. 

Enclosure 10 in No. 26. 

Letter from H. Duly, Esq., the Deputy Secretury to the Government of Jndicl, in the 
E'oreign Department, to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Uengal, 
dated Fort Ct=llliane, the 2 5th illurch, 1899. 

I a m  directed to reply t o  your letters, as marked on the margin, 
regarding the  affairs of Sikkim and Tibet. 

Dated the 4th January. 1899, 
with enclosuree. 

2. I am to  forward, for transmission, a 
Dated the 2(nh February, letter from His Excellency the Viceroy and 

1899. Governor-General to  the Chinese lmperlal 
Dated the 20th Februar~-, Resident in Tibet. A copy is enclosed for the 

1899, with enclosnres. information of the Lieutenant-Governor, and 
will show His Honour the attitude which the 

Government of India desire to adopt. 

3. .I am to request tha t  very early report may be made in the event of 
any indication of an  intention of the  Chinese authorities to impose duties 
at Yatung after  the end of next month, when the five years contemplated 
by the  Regulations will have expired. The Government of India will also 
be interested to learn whether, after that  date, a n y  Indian tea finds a way 
into Tibet. 



Annexure. 

Letter from the Vicero!j a n d  Cfovej.r~ol.-Gar~eral to his E~c~l le tk ry  Wr'rr, I r n p e r ~ ~ ~ l  
Commissioner of Tibetan AfaL'rs, Aasistrtnt Licutenur~t-Ger~rrnl (LMancht~ A r ~ n y ) ,  
dated For t  Wzlliatrz, Lhe 2.5tlr. ,March, 1899. 

I have the honour to reply t,o Your Excellencp's tlesp~tch, tlatecl the 8th December, 
1896, to the address of my predecessor, the Earl of 1':lgin ant1 Kincardine. 

I n  his despatch of t,he 4t.h hlarch, 1896, Lord Elpin informer1 His Rxce l lenc~  Slleng of 
his readiness to consider any evidrmce \\fllich the 'l'i1,etans ~nigl l t  bring forwartl in  reslject Lo 
the lands in  the neighbourhood of Giaogong \vllich they desire should be i11c1udel-l within 
the limit,s of Tibet. I earnestly wish to 1)ursue the friendly policy atloptetl by Lord Elqin, 
but I mush ask Yotw Excellency to bear ilk mind that t,he Chi~lc.se Gover~l~rle~l t  ;t:ree~l to 
the watershed boundary defined in the Treat,y, and bhat i n  consequence, no right to a 
modification of that boundary can be admitted by the British Government. If ally 
modification be made, that. can only i)e done, aH I unclerst~ancl Your Excellency to recognise. 
as a matter of arrangement in respect to which other consitlerations bave to be t.aken into 
account ; and I regret it is impossible for Ine to ent,ertain the suggest.ion that the fro~it,ier 
should he tle~nnrcated i n  accortla~lce with the wishes of the Tibet,ans, while the trading 
questions should be left for subsequent arrangatnent. 

The regulations appended t,o the Convent,ion of 18!)0 dcclared t,llat a t,racle mart should 
be established at  Y;~tony. Your Ii~xcellency is d o ~ ~ b t l e ~ : ;  aware th:~t k'atn~lg never hits 1w.en. 
and fro111 the naturc of the site never could be, a re,~.l m:~rl<et. The British Government 
have allowed this lu~satisfactor~- sttnte of ;~tfairs to continue till now in the hop$: and 
expectation thi~t, the prejsdicsa a1111 apprehensions of the Tibetans \vonlrl gr;tdually paw 
aw:Ljr. The readiness of my pretlecessor and nlyself to reconsider the boun~lary question 
aft'ords proof of our good-mill t,o\var~la Tibet. Concession in redpect to tlle frontier 1;Lndtl 
near Ginogong can, llo\vever, ouly be agreetl to on the cle;tr ; x ~ i c i  clefinire nntle~.t;~liing t,hat. 
matt,ers as to trarlo will be place([ on a proprr footing, : I I I ~  t,o cicci~re t,his it. i s  esaantii~l that 
natives of British India should have access to and be permitted t.o trade freely at Plliui. 
Phari is the nearest poir~t. in  Tibet ; ~ t  which n real market can be looked for. ancl I call~lot. 
agrec that a change fl-o~n Yatung to any point nearer to it t l x ~ u  Phxri wonlrl bri a 
satisfactory solution of the question. 1 shall be glad to hear whather Your Nxcellency is 
prepared to recommend the above arr:ungement to your Government. 

1 am, kc., 

(Signed) CURZOK OF KEDLESTON. 
Viceroy and Governor-Geueral. 

No. 27. 

Despatch f ~ o m  the Secretary of State for India to His Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Goruerniw-General of Indiu i n  Cozrncil, dated 2nd June. 
1899. 

On receipt of Your ~Excellency's letter, of the 30th March 
last, on the subject of trade and fron- 

' To Foreign OWce, dated tier relations betGeen Sikkim and Tibet, J. 
4th May, 11(9!3. referred i t  to the Foreign Office, and I have 

From Foreign Ofice, dated now received an expression of Lord Salisbury's 
1.5th MRY. 1899. views on the subject. A copy of the correspon- 

dence* is enclosed. 

2. Your Excellency will observe that  His Lordship fully concurs 
in the terms of your letter to the Chinese commissioner of the 25th 
March last, but he is not sanguine as to the result of bringing diplomatic 

ressure to bear on the Chinese Government. On the other hand, Lord 
galisbury considers that  in the existing circumstances the preferable 
course would be to open direct negotiations with the Tibetans, and, should 
this be f o ~ ~ n d  possible, to endeavour to obtain from them free access to 
Phnri for Native Indian traders, in exchange for a rectification of their 
frontier. This suggestion may be acted upon; but I am doubtful as to 



the expediency of insisting upon the right of sending a British official t o  
visit or reside a t  Phari ,  since i t  might cause complications and delay the 
settlement of the essential pa r t  of the negotiations. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) GEORGE HAMILTON. 

Enclosure 1 in  No. 27. 

Letter from the India  Office to the Foreign Office, dated 4th ~74ay, 1899. 

I am directed by the Secretary of Sta te  for India  to  forward, for 
the information of the Marquess of Salisbury, 

' With enclosures. a copy of a letterX from the Government of 
+ Dated 6th October, ,s98. India, dated the 30th of March, on the subject 

of trade and frontier relations between Sikkim 
and Tibet, and the Despatch* to which i t  is a reply. 

2. It will be observed that  the Viceroy is awaiting a reply to a com- 
munication addressed by His  Excellency to the Chinese Imperial Resident 
in Tibet on the 25th of March; and in the meanwhile the Government of 
India desires to be favoured with any advice which Her  Majesty's Govern- 
ment may have to  offer in the matter. One of the questions raised is 
whether i t  would be possible or expedient t o  open direct communication 
between the Indian Government and the Tibetan authorities. Another 
question is the modification of existing t rade arrangements. The former 
is a matter upon which Lord George Hamilton will be glad to  learn the 
views of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

3. I n  regard to the matter of trade, I am to  state tha t  His  Lordship 
attaches importance to the removal of the restrictions which hamper trade 
between India and Tibet. The Government o'f India are  prepared to make 
territorial concessions on the frontier, provided tha t  Phar i  is thrown open 
to  Native traders and that  these traders are not prevented from doing 
their b~isiness direct with the Tibetans. The difficulty arises in securing 
an honest adhesion on the pa r t  of the Tibetan authorities to any promises 
that  may be given in the matter of free trade. It is, therefore, proposed 
that  the option shoiild be reserved of sending a British official to  visit Phari 
nnd r ~ s i d e  there. Lord George Hamilton fears tha t  such a proposal could 
not he carried out without creatine; opposition and complications. But 
he ~vould be glad to know whether, ik the opinion of Lord Salisbury, diplo- 
inatic pressure colild not be exercised so as to secure from the Chinese 
ai~thorities a binding pledge that ,  in the event of any rectification of the 
hn-inclnry being granted, free access to Phar i  and freedom of trade there 
shall he conceded to Her MajcstyJs subjects and protected persons in India. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 

Enclosure 2 in  No. 27. 

Lctter from the Foreign Ofice to India Ofice, dated 1 5 t h  May, 1899. 

I laid before the Marquess of Salisbury your letter of the 4th instant, 
on the si~bject of the frontier between Sikkim and Tibet, and the trade 
regulations under the Treaty with China of 1890. 



I am directed by his Lordship to state that  he fully concurs in the 
terms of Lord Curzon's letter to the Chinese Commissioner in Tibet of 
the 25th of March last, and that  he would recommend that  the Govern- 
ment of India should continue in their endeavour to obtain free access 
to Phar i  for natives of British India, in return for the concessions which 
they are willing to make as regards the boundary question. 

With reference to  Lord George Hamilton's inquiry as to whether 
diplomatic pressure could be exercised a t  Peking to secure a binding pledge 
from the Chinese Government, with regard to free access to Phari ,  and 
freedom of trade there in the event of a rectification of frontier being 
conceded, I am to observe that  during recent years Chinese authority in 
Tibet has been little more than nominal. The enclosures in the Despatch 
which you forwarded from the Government of India would even seem 
to  show that i t  is a t  present practically non-existent. 

I n  these circumstances Lord Salisbury considers it very improbable 
that  any representations a t  Peking on the subject would lead to a good 
result, but he will take an opportunity of consulting Sir Claude Macdonald, 
who is expected to  arrive in England towards the end of this month. 

It would certainly be preferable to open direct commuilication between 
the Government of India and the Tibetan authorities, although the Viceroy 
states in his Despatch that  the attempts which have so fa r  been made in 
this direction have resulted in failure. 

As, however, the Tibetans have attempted to repudiate the Conventioil 
as regards the frontier on the ground that the Chinese !lad no al~thority 
to act for them, i t  is reasonable to suppose t,hat they might be induced to 
enter into negotiations, especially as the Goveriln~ent of India are pre- 
pared to allow them to remain in possession of the territory surreiidered 
under the boundary agreement. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 

No. 28. 
Despatch froi)~ the Secreta7,y of State for India to His Excellency the Right 

Hono~c.l*nhLe the Gove~~no~*-Genci~al of India i n  Council, dated 4th 
August, 1809. 

I n  continuation of my Despatch of the 2nd June last, I forward a copy 
of further correspondence* with the Foreign 

* Fro111 Forcsign Officc,dnted Ofice, on the subject of the trade and frontier 
24t!1 ~ u ~ y ,  IYD!). I-elations between Silikiln and Tibet. 

To Foreign Oflice, dated 
211d Angn~t,  IS!)!). 2. As I am not aware what has passed in 

India on this subject since the reports contained 
in your letter of the 30th March last, and more particularly in consequence 
of my despatch of 2nd June, I have decided to defer a definite reply to the 
letter from the Foreign Office of the 24th July till I am in of 
the opinion of your Excellency's Government as to the instructions, if any, 
which it, may be advisable to send to Her Majesty's Chargk d'Affaires a t  
Peking in the present state of affairs. 

I have. &c.. 
(Signed) GEORGE HAMILTON. 



Enclosure 1 in  No. 28. 

Letter from the Foreign Ofice to the India Ofice, dated 24th July, 1899. 

(Extract.) 

It was stated in my letter of the 15th of May, tha t  Si r  Claude Mac- 
Donald would be consulted as  to  whether any diplomatic pressure could be 
exercised at Peking to  secure a pledge from the Chinese Government re- 
specting access to  P h a r i  and freedom of trade there, in the'event of a 
rectification of the frontier between Sikkiin and Tibet being conceded. 
I a m  directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to inform you that  Sir C. 
MacDonald does not consider it probable tha t  any representations by Her 
Majesty's Legation a t  Peking ,would lead to  much effectual result. H e  sug- 
gests, however, that  i t  would perhaps be best to ask the assistance of the 
Tsungli Yam6n in the first instance. If they raise difficulties, the Govern- 
ment of India might then commence direct negotiations with the Tibetan 
autlio-.hies. I am to enquire whether Lord George Hamilton desires that 
any instructions should be sent to Her Majesty's Charg6 d'AEaires a t  Peking 
in view of the opinions expressed by Sir  C. MacDonald. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 28. 

Letter f rom the India Ofice to the FOI-eign Office, dated 2nd August, 1899. 

I am directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 24th July, on the subject of trade and frontier relations 
between Sikkim and Tibet, and to say that  his Lordship proposes to consult 
the Government of India as to  the present state of affairs, before expressing 
his opinion as  to  the instructions which it may be advisable to  send to Her 
Majesty's Charg6 dJAffaires a t  Peking. 

I am, &c., 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 

No. 29. 

Letter from the 1;overnmerlt of Inclin, i l l  the Forri!,,~ nel,artme,zt, to the Right 
Ilonoz~ralle I,or,l George F'. /lamilton, Her .Ilcie.sty',s ,%cretat.y OJ' Stute .fir 
India,  dated S'inrla, the 2611~ October, 189!). (Xoceit.ed the 13th 
November, 1899.)  

With reference to Your Lordship's despatches marked in the 
margin, and in continuation of our despatch, 

the 2nt1 1899. dated the 30th March. 1899. we have the honour 
Dated the itb lHVS, to forward copies of the correspondence cited in 

the accompanying list, on the subject of trade 
and frontier relations between Sikkim and Tibet. 

2. The reply of the Chinese Imperial Resident to the Viceroy's letter 
of the 25th March was received in May last. It is of the usual 
evasive and unsatisfactory type. The further communication which the 
Resident promised has not arrived, and i t  has since been reported that  he 
is not on good terms with the  Tibetans, and tha t  he had asked permissioll 
to  proceed to Pekin in order to report in person on the  proposals of the 
Government of India. So far, therefore, as t.he Chinese officials in Tibet 



are concerned, we are  as far as ever from any satisfactory settlement of the 
pending questions relating to the frontier and to trade. 

3. The correspondence with the Government of Bengal, now for- 
warded, will explain to Your Lordship the action which we have taken with 
a view t o  open direct communication with the  Tibetan authorities. The 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal is making a guarded use, as an intermedi- 
ary, of Ugyen Kazi, the Bhutan Vakil, who resides in Darjiling, and who 
has previously visited Lhasa. Captain LeMesurier also, the Political 
Officer in Siltkim, recently met a t  Giagong a Tibetan Jongpen, who had 
been sent to meet him by the  Teshu Lama of the Monastery a t  Shigatze, 
and took the opportunity to send to  the Lama a friendly letter with some 
presents to which he may receive a reply. For the present we must await 
the return of Ugyen Kazi from Phari and the result of the letter which he 
has undertaken to  address to the  Dalai Lama. I n  the meantime, though 
we are not sanguine as to the result, we think that, as suggested in the 
letter* from the Foreign Ofice, dated 24th July, 1899, Sir  C. Macdonald 
may be instructed to  address the Tsungli YamBn and to endeavour to  obtain 
the  assistance of the Chinese Government in regard to  the free access t o  
Phari  of Native traders from India and the freedom of trade there. It is 
probable that the (Chinese Imperial Resident a t  Lhasa has already 
addressed the  Tsungli YamBn on t h e  subject. If i t  proves, as we antici- 
pate, that  the Chinese are unable or  unwilling to give the assistance asked 
for, there need be the less hesitation in prosecuting our attempts to enter 
into direct correspondence with the Tibetans. 

4. It is not impossible tha t  the  Tibetan Lamas may prove more 
amenable to the  compliment of direct intercourse than t,he Government of 
Bengal anticipates. We agree with Lord Salisbury in thinking that  more 
is to be hoped for from such a policy than from any representations at 
Pekin, and we shall lose no opportunity that  presents itself of encouraging 
its prosecution. 

We have, &c., 

(Signed) CURZON O F  KEDLESTON. 
W. S. A. LOC'KHABT. 
E. H. H. COLLEN. 
A. C. TREVOlR. 
C. M. RIVAZ. 
C. E. DAWKINS. 
T. RALEIGH. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 29. 

LFtter from the Honourable Mr. C. W. Bolton, C.S.Z., C'hief Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, to the Sscretary to the Gove~*nnzent of 
India, Foreign Department, dated Uarjeeling, the 12th !May, 1899. 

With reference to Captain Daly's letter of the 25th March last, for- 
warding for transmission the letter of the same date from His Egcellency 
the Viceroy and Governor-General to the Chinese Imperial Resident in 
Tibet, I am directed to submit the reply received from the Resitlent and its 
translation, together with copies of letters from the Commissioner and the 
Political Officer in Sikkim. 

' Vide Enclosure 1 to No. 28. 



2. The Government of India  will, i t  is presumed, desire to  await the 
receipt of the further communication promised by the  Chinese Imperial 
Resident, which will be submitted as soon as i t  is received by this Govern- 
ment. With  regard to Captain LeMesurier's remarks in  paragraphs 5 
and 6 of his letter, I am to say that  the Commissioner has been requested 
to instruct hirn ~~nofficially to take no action in  regard to the occupation 
of Giagong, but to await the orders which may be issued by the Govern. 
ment hereafter on the question of the disputed boundary and the trade 
mart. The work on the eighth section of the Lachen Road may, however, 
be carried out, as funds have been provided for it, and i t  wolxld have been 
taken up in the ordinary course during the current year. The Political 
Officer has been informed accordingly. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor sees no reason to alter the opinions 
expressed in paragraph 7 of my letter, dated 20th February last.* 

Anilexure 1. 
Lettcr from P. h701an, EST., C.S., Com.niissione~. uf Rqjshrchi, lo  thr C l ~ i ~ f  Secvetary to the 

Govrr71~ne?~t of BCIIQCL!, Political I)ry)rct.t~nent, dated Darjeeling, the 4th iWay, 1899. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to forward a despatch, dated the  22nd April, 1899, from the 
Imperial Commissioner of Tibet, beinq his reply to the letter of His  Excellency the 
Viceroy, dated the 25th Ma:.ch, 1899, a translation of the same, and a copy of a letter, 
dated the 30th idem, from the Officiating Polltical Officer of Sikkim. That Officer suggests 
that, in  view of the uns:rtisf,~ctory character of the negotiations on the subject, he should 
be allowed to occupy the territory about Gingong I\ itli a n  escort of 25 sepop,  and he 
requests early orders on this proposal, as the season for such operations iasts only from 
the 15th of this month to the Fame date in  August. I consider that the proposed 
measure would be perfectly just, and I see little prospect of obtaining in any other 
way the lnncl conceded by the Convention of 1890. But I think it improbable that 
the Government of Intlia will by this means obtain the desired concession of a 
mart a t  Phztri. As far as I can judge the Tibetans value their isolation more 
than these pastures, and xvould not exchange the first for the second. And I (10 
not concur with Captain Le M e ~ u r i e r  in the  opinion that the armed occupation 
proposed involves no risk of trouble. Such a step might have been taken in 1896, when 
I made a similar suggest~on, with a lair prospect of passing unchallenged, but the circum- 
stances are different now. The Tibetans have been led by the tenor of the subsequent 
corrcspondence to expect that they will be allowed to retain the area, and the Chinese, 
who formerly favoured our claims, have heen induced to take the other side. They may 
submit quietly, realizing their \vatlt of force, and the folly of relying on the aid to which 
the Imperial Commissioner thought fit to say that they mould appeal. But 1 think it 
more probable that they would adopt nir:~surt-s of retaliatton, not the less vexatlous 
because involving little or no violence. Tllt,rr i~ a 1)nrt) in Tibet in favour of stopping 
the tradcr with India through the Jalep La pass, and in such a contingency it  would 
likely to prevail. Our Government mould hardly accept such a termination of tho 
incident, and the ultimate result ~niql l t  be a visit to Phari of a lcind very ditl'erent fro111 
that now tlesirc.d. Thv question whet l~er  a course having such possible consequencca 
should be adopted is for tlie tlecision of Govrrnment. If Capt;~in T,e Mesurier is to go to 
Giagong the nnmher of his escort will have to be settled in  consultation with the military 
author~ties. I understand that Getieral Wotlehouse would recommend 50 sepoys, and 
as far as I can judge, that woultl be a ouital~lr force. 

Annexure 2. 
Letlrr from Cc~ptain E. Le M w i r i r r ,  I.S.C., Oflcinting Political 0fir-ir.er in Sikkim, to the 

Cornrnissiot~er, Rci.jdrahi Division, Bengr~l, Darjee/i?~g, dated Camp A,%, tlte 30th 
April,  18'39. 

I have the honour to refer to your letter, without number, dated 8th April, 1899, 
forwarding, for transmission to the Chinese Imperial Ijesident in  Tibet, a letter from Hie 
Excellency the Viceroy, dated the 25th March, 1899. 

2. i rctceived the above on the 10th April, and left Guntok the same day, reaching 
Yatung 011 the 15th instant. O:! the 17th instant Mr. Li Yu Shen, Secretary to the Chinew 
Tibetan I3outldar~- Cornmimion, and later, Mr. Wong, the local Chinese Officor, paid me 
friendly visits. On the 18th, Mr. Mont6:ornery having completed a Chinese translation of 

See Enclosure 7 in No. 26. 



the Viceroy's letter, I despatched it with the translation to His Excellency the Amban. On 
the 21et he called on me himself, and almost immediately entered upon a discussion of 
Lord Cnreon's despatch. H e  said he w;~s exceedingly surprised to hear of the proposal to 
lnove the trade mart to Phari ; that in  November last, it had been s~~qges ted  to establish i t  
a t  Rinchingong, and the Tibetans had strenuously opposed the idea ; that a fortiori, they 
would llever agree to a move to Phari. I asked whether, leaving the Tibetans out of the 
question, he was prepared to recommend the proposal to his own Government. H e  
refused to answer this, saying that his recomtneudatio~l would be useless i n  the f ~ c e  of 
Tibetan opposition. He here remarked that there was a point i n  Lor.1 Curzon's despatch 
which he did not understand, viz., that heretofore, with reference to Rinchingong, the 
idea had been to transfer the whole post, Cust,oms House, kc., from Yatung ; whereas Hie 
Excellency the Viceroy now suggestecl only access to and trading facilities a t  Phari for 
natives of British India. He pointed orit that to cst:~blish an open marlcet at Phari, and at the 
same time to leave the Customs House at  Yatung would give rise to great inconvenience 
and difficulty. I replied that the details of any new arrangement must necessarily form 
the  ~ u b j e c t  of negotiations between the two Governments, but that the whole tenour of 
Lord Curzon's letter, especially the last sentence but one to which I drew his attention, 
showed that a frill and complete change from Yatung to Phari was contemplat.ed. I said 
the desire of the Indian Government was to secure for their Indian merchants a real 
market in Tibet, that Yatung an11 Rinchingong had never been and could never become 
such markets, and for these reasons His liixcellency the Viceroy wonld be glad to know if 
he was prepared to recon~mencl the opening of Phari to Indian merchants. 

3. He then turned to a long evasive argument on the Tibetan boundary claims and 
the meaning of the 1st Article of the Convention, 1.890, which I ananrered by  aging that a 
clear understanding as to the grant of trade facilities must form the preliminary to any 
reconsideration of the boundary question. He said that if the Indian Government 
insisted on the Convention boundary, as understood by us, t,he Tibetans would fall back 
on the support of Russia, who had already off'ered t,hem assistance. He finally agreed to 
write a reply to the Viceroy's letter, adding that it  \voulcl be "mere empty words." This 
r e p l ~  I now submit with an English translation made by Mr. Montgomery. As mill be 
seen, it is evasive and beside the point, and I feel convinced that the Imperial Resident 
has no intention of giving his support to any move from Yatung. H e  left Rinchingong on 
the 26th April for Lhassa, and rumonr has it he will not return again. 

4. On the 22nd instant four Tibetan oficials called ou me, the chief spokesman being a 
Lhasa Lama. They \Yere very friendly, antl professed every clesire for amicable relations 
with the British Government. They urged their claims to the Giagong territory which 
they said had been ceded by the Chinese (:ouvention without t,heir consent. They spoke 
of the disputed tract as being in their possession and claimed by the Indian Government, 
rather than t,hc reverse ; and I gathered from all sources that there is an idea prevailing at  
present amongst the Tibetans that it is unnecessary for lhem to make trading or other 
conces~ions to us, as they have nothing material to gain in ret,urn. We have never enforced 
the Convention boundary of 1890, antl they believe me have no intent,ion of doingso. Their 
shephertls habitually graze their flocks in t.he Giago~lg and Lonakh Valleys, and t,llere 
appear to be a small number of Tibetan police in act.ual octiupation of posts within the 
Convention border. 

5. I am, O F  course, unaware how far it is the present intentiotl of the Government of 
India to maintail1 our interests along the Tibetan border, but it  seems to me t,hat the first 
step towards obtaining the tlosiretl market a t  Phari is to effectnally occupy the Giagong 
and Lonalrh lands now considered by the Tibetans as Tibetan. This would be a very easy 
matter and mould involve no risk or tr<)uble. These lands are only open for some t.l~ree 
n~ont,hs in the year (15th May t,o 15th Angust) and I wonltl propose t,h:lt the Polit,ical 
OHicer should reside, during the greater p ~ r t  of this period, in and about Giagong, and 

that whilst therc! he be :rutllorised to levy a small grazing 
'Sa.y 2 annay per head or, in. Iti~~d, tax' on all I'ibetan flocks driven to our side of t,he 

one sheep iu fifty. Convention border. A snlall escort O F  some % ssepoys, 
ullder a 1lavilrl;rr from t,he detachment at  Guntok, would 

be amply sufficient t,o enable him to do this peaceably and quiet,ly. 
6. I am now doing everything iu my power to hasten on the con~t~ruction of the 

lately sanctioned Htjh section of the Lachen Road, and t,his work will itself have a n  
excellent effect on t,he Tibetans. If my proposals for effectually occupying Giagong meet 
with approval. I would respectfully solicit very early orders thereon as the open season is 
now about to commence. 

1'1-rbncrlntion of n lellr,). frotn His Ercclletac!~ Ive~r., Itnpc~.inl Cotttt?zissione)., clmt3gcd luilh 
tlrc Adrninist).c~,lio~~ of T i ~ ~ r l a ~ t  Aflai~.s, ..l.snisln~rt L i / 3 ~ ~ t e t ~ r ~ n t - ( + e t ~ c ~ - n E  (.Mrrnchu 
. - l r ~ n ? ~ ) ,  lo His  Ercrllcnc!/ I , o d  CLLI'.:OIL (!f Kerlledo~~, Vir.e/.o!/ n.r~rE Guue~.t~o>.-Ger~~ral  
I!( I d i n ,  dated thc 13th day of tlrc ;IrrZ Jloun of tlrc 25th year of Kwtctzg-frsrc 
(2211d April, 18!19). 

YOUR E x c r ~ : r . c ~ ~ c ~ . - O n  the lXt,h instant I had the honour to receive Your 
lCxccllency's d(~q): l tc l~,  tlaled the . i l l1  Pllarcl~, 1$9!), in \ \ . l~icl~ Tour ICscellency referred t~ 
Lord JClgin's tlrspntcl~ oC tho .lth Alarch, 18!)(;, to His E ~ c ~ l l e n c y  ShCng, espressing hilp 



readillees to consider any evidence which the Tibetans might bring forward in respect to 
the lands in  the neighbonrhood of Giagong which they desire should be included within 
the  limits of Tibet. Your Excellency asks me  to bear i n  mind that the Cllinese 
Government agreed to the wat.ershed boundary detinecl in  the treaty, and that in 
consequence, no right to ;I modification of that boundary can be admitted by the Briti6h 
Government. 

Your Excellellcg further states that concession i n  respect to the frontier laurls near 
Ciagong can ollly be agreed to 011 tht. clear and definite uuder*tandin:: that m ~tterd as to  
trade will be ljlaced on a prol~er footing, and to secuye this it is essential that natives of 
British I n d i ; ~  ~ h o i i l ~ l  have access to and be permitted to trade freely at  Phari. In 
conclnsion Tour Excellency expresses a wish to hear whether I am prepared to recornmen11 
this arrangement to my Govern~neilt. 

On t,he 21st insiant I niet Captain Le Mesurier, Political Officer of Siklrim, at the 
Yatung Custom House, ant1 h a 1  s o ~ n e  conversation with him. 

I t  appears that, althougll the watershed b o ~ u ~ d a r y  is definetl in  the treaty, His 
Excellency S h h g ,  when negotiating it, did not depute a Chinese officer to examine and 
determine the frontier line in conjunct,ion with British ancl Tibet,;ul officers. In conse- 
quence, when His Excelleucy ICnei mas Inlperial Commissioner, a despatch was received 
from Your Excellency's Governinent complaining that the Tibetans had t~.anssressed the 
border and had posted soltlicrs across the frontier. But  on investigation this was fount1 not 
to be the case. Then His Excellency the Viceroy of India (Lord Elgin) arranged with the 
Imperial Commissio~~er  (Kuei) to send officers to examine and settle what was to be the 
boundary between Tibet ;rnd Sikkim, so that in  future charges of infringing it from either 
side might be avoided. Later on I deputed a Chinese officer to take Tibetan oEcers with 
him ancl examine the  frontier. 

The Tibetans poinred out to him what was the boundarg- in  accordance with the 
aucirnt marks, or no-po, which involved no encroachment on Siltkiln territory. The 
frontier inspected followetl the bound:rry as tle6ned in the treaty, only the wording of the 
treaty being rather vague (carelessly done) in  regard to the watershed, disputes could 
easily arise. Now thut tht: frontier (place) has heen visited, and aftrr careful inspection 
found not, to be at variance with t,he conditions of the treaty, there, is no desire for a 
change. When hh*. J .  C. White came to Yatung me discussed the question0 of the 
boundary being settled in accordar~ce with Tibetan wishes and of m y  aclvising theTibetan8 
to move t h ~  Customs office to Rinchingong, i n  order to render coml~lete the cordial 
relations existing between our two countries ; and on the 8th December last I wrote a 
d e ~ p a t c h  explaini~lg tth:lt, if the boundary were first demarcated, then I ~vould  urge t!le 
Tibetans to change the location of the mart. 

A despatch has now come from Your Excellency proposing au arrangement by which 
British Indians should have access to and be permitted to trade freely at Phari, which 
differs from t h e  former proposals, and I a m  under the impression that the Tibetans will 
strongly object,. However I am now about to return to Lhassa. On my arrival there I 
will communicate to the Tibetans Your Excellency's wishes, and i n  another despatch will 
inform Your Excellency whether they be willing to comply with them or not. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 29. 

Letter from H. S. Barnes, Esq.,  C!.S.I., Oficiating Secretary 
to the Government of India, Foreign Department, to the Chief Sec~e-  
tary to the Gove~nment of Benynl, datecl Simla, the 3rd June, 1899. 

(Extract.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
the 12th May, and its enclosures, which include the reply received 
from the Chinese Imperial Resident in Tibet to  the Viceroy's letter, dated 
the 25th March last. It has been decided t o  await the receipt of the 
further communication promised by the Chinese Imperial Resident, and 
in  view of the opinions expressed by His  Honour the Lieutenant-Governor 
and Mr. Nolan the Government of India agree that  no action need be taken 
in regard to  Captain LeMesurier's proposal for the occupation of Giagong. 
As the Government of Bengal is aware, i t  has been rnore than onoe sug- 
gested that  t o  effect any permanent improvement in our trade facilities 
with Tibet i t  is of importance to open direct negotiations with Lhassa. 
The Government of India would be glad to have the views of His  Honour 
th? Lieutenant-Governor and the Commissioner of Rajshahi on the 
suggestion. 



Enclosure 3 in No. 29. 

Letter from the Honoul.able Mr. C. W. Bolton, C.S.I., Chief Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, to the Secretary to tlte Govern- 
ment of India,  Foreign Department, dated Jalpaigu~.i, the 8th Jzcly, 
1899. 

(Extract.) 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of the letter from the Foreign 
Department, dated the 3rd June, 1899, requesting an expression of 
the Lieutenant-Governor's views and those of the  omm missioner of 
Rajshahi on the subject of opening direct comnlunlcation with 
Lhassa, for the purpose of improving our trade facilities with Tibet. 
I n  reply, I an1 to state, for the information of the Government of ~ n d i a ,  
that the Commissioner of Rajshahi observes that  the Chinese Amban a t  
Lhassa and the Delai Lama are not on good terms and cannot a t  present 
concur for any joint purpose, and that, under the circumstances, he thinks 
i t  advisable to  keep up cominunication with both, as in that  way only can 
Government gain a complete knowledge of the situation or be ready to take 
advantage of any opportunity which may be afforded by internal dissen- 
sions for pressing upon the Tibetans the advantages of free trade. This  
policy is now adopted to some extent, as the Commissioner and the Political 
Officer always confer personally with both Chinese and Tibetan officials 
whenever any interview takes place on the frontier. It is only in thc 
formal communications between His Excellency the Viceroy and the Chinesc 
Imperial Commissioner that  the Delai Lama is ignored. Mr. Nolan 
considers i t  advisable to use the services of Ugyen Kazi in this 
matter, a s  he seems to have gained the ear of the authorities a t  
Lhasa. Although he is known as the agent of Bhutan he holds 
considerable landed property in the Darjiling district. H e  is 
reported to be honest and intelligent; his only defect being that  
he does not speak English, and has little education. H e  proposes 
v~sit ing Phar i  on his own business in August or September next. The 
Commissioner observes, however, that  no great result is t o  be expected from 
any change in the channel through which we communicate with Tibet. 
,411 the evidence is to the effect that  the monks, who govern that country, 
are sincerely attached to the policy of isolation. They gave proof 
of their aversion to personal intercourse with us in the late war. 
The Commissioner believes that neither the Chinese nor the Tibetan 
rulers will ever in our time assent to free intercourse with India, 
except through fear of something which they may regard as a greater 
calamity. The roads recently constructed through Sikkim and the troops 
stationed a t  Guntok, as well as the increase in the garrison of Darjiling, 
have made an impression on the Tibetans, of which advantage may be 
taken tllroligh any agency employed; but unless there is reason to believe 
that the force thus llrought within their view will be used, there is no pros- 
pect of the Tibetans giving way, by whatever means they may be 
apl)roacl~ecl. The Lic~~tma~lt-Goverllor agrees in the views expressed by the 
Cornmis~iione~~. He  ~~-c-onld encleavour to open direct ~ o m r n u ~ i ~ a t i ~ ~  with the 
Tibetans without discontinuing negotiations with the Chinese, and would 
make use for this purpose of such assistance as can be obtained from 
Ugyen Kazi. 



Enclosure 4 in  No. 29. 

Letter from H. S. Barnes, Esq., C.S.I., Oficiating Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India,  Foreign Department, to the Chief Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, dated Simla, the 26th July, 1899. 

With reference to the correspondence ending with pour letter, 
dated the  8th July, 1899, I am directed to forward, for the informa- 

tion of the Lieutenant-Governor, copies of 

To Her Majesty's Secretary 
of State for India, dated the  
30th March, lS!)!). 

From Her Majesty's Secre- 
tary of St.ate for India, dated 
the 2nd June, 1899, with 
enclosures. 

the- despatches cited on the margin, from 
which His  Honour will observe that Her 
Majesty's Government concur in the view that 
i t  is advisable to open direct communication 
with the Tibetan authorities, and, if possible, 
to obtain from them free access to Phari for 
Nakive Indian traders. The Grovernment d 
India  will be glad if  the Lieutenant-Governor 

will act upon this suggestion and devise some means to achieve the end 
desired. 

2. There is no objection to  Ugyen Kazi being employed as our agent 
in  this matter as His  Honour the Lieutenant-Governor suggests. The 
agent selected, if he is sent to Lhasa, should be instructed to let it be 
known confidentially to the Tibetan authorities tha t  the Government of 
India  will readily receive a Tibetan of rank, if  the Delai Lama is willing 
to send one. -He may also be authorised to say that  the Government of 
India  are  prepared to make concessions in the matter oE the boundary, if 
additional facilities are given For trade;  and he might hint, if he finds 
an opportunity for so doing, that  the Government of India would probably 
be ready to pay liberally for the acquisition of rights in the Chumbi Valley 
as  fa r  as Phar i ,  and that  they would be willing to negotiate direct with the 
Ti1)eta.n~ on the suhjpct. 

3. It is also consiclered to he desirable that  the agent selected-pro- 
vided he is a reliable person, and has a reasonable chance of coming into 
direct communication with the Delai Lama-should convey to the latter a 
letter from the Viceroy and Governor-General. It is not improbable that 
the Delai Lama may shrink from sending a Tibetan of rank to negotiate 
with us;  but he might be amenable to  the compliment of a letter from His 
Excellency, and might even unbend into a correspondence. I am to ask 
for His  Hononr's 01)inion on this suggestion, and am to e n q ~ ~ i r e  whether 
TJwen Kazi can, with safety and propriety, he entrusted with such a 
letter. 

4. I t  ~vould clearly be expedient not to rely in this important matter 
solely on Ugyen ICazi, or any other agent of this type, and I am to request 
that, i f  the Lieutenant-Governor sees no objection, copies of the acoom- 
panying despatches, with copies of the recent correspondence on the same 
subject, may he commullicated to Captain LeMesnrier, Political Agent In 
Sikkim, and that  this officer may he encourager1 to take any steps which 
he finds possible to open up confidentially direct comml~llication with 
Tibetan officials. It seems probable that  this officer, in the course of his 
tours along the frontier, may have special opportunities of meeting 
Tibetan Lamas of rank and position, and may a t  any rate he able to obtain 
valuable information as  to the best way of attaining the object which the 
Government of India have in view. I am to  add that any agent who may 
be sent to Lhassn should be instructed to preserve the strictest secrecy as 
to the ohject of his journey. 



Enclosure 5 in No. 29. 

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  C h i e f  S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of B e n g a l ,  to the 
Officiating S e c r e t a r y  to the Government of India, Foreign Department, 
d a t e d  the 12th S e p t e m b e r ,  1899. 

I am desired to send you, for the information of the Government of 
Indi'a, the enclosed extracts from the diaries of the Officiating Political 
Officer for Sikkim, dated the 2nd and 14th August, 1899. I have already 
communicated to you the information given in the first extract. 

Annexure 1. 

Er t ruc t  p o r n  the D i a r y  of thr Offiriating 1'02itical of ice^ fov Silrkir~r, rlatea 
2nd Atcgtrst, 18%. 

During the week news was received from Lhasa that the Viceroy's letter of the 
25th March 1899 had been dificussed by  the Alnban ant1 Tibetan Grand Council, and that it  
had been decided to refuse to grant the Phari mart concessions to Intlian merchants. I t  
was further stated that the Amban Wen hael sent x despatch to l'ekin (about the 14th July)  
in  which he ]lad asked prrmission to proceed to l'ekin i n  order to report on the proposals 
of the Goverumtnt of India in person. 

Diary  r?f  the Oflciating lblitical Ofirorfor Siklrim, clnted 14th Atlg~lst, 1899. 

On the 14th the Political Oficer rode up  t,o Giagong where a light wooden bridge has 
been macle, the track crossing the Lachen River from its right to its left bank at this 
point. 

At Giagong, a Tibetan Jongpen and lay L a n a  sent 1)y the Teshu Lumbo Lama of 
Shigatzi met the Political Officer, bringing friendly messages ancl presents of a sheep, 
Tibetan Hour ancl a rug. 

In t,he course of conversation the Polltical Officer said that he had not expected to meet 
the Jongl~en, ancl therefore had brought no presents to give in  return, but that on reaching 
his camp he should sent, hack presents, which he trusted the Jongpen would accept. 

The Jongpen replicd that it was for him only to give presents, as the Political Officer 
was visiting him in Tibetan territory. The Political Officer then said that he could not 
aclmit that, hut that he had come to inspect the new pond, and not to discuss boundary 
questior~s, and that if he arcepted presents he m u ~ t  insist on the Jongpen taking them in 
retn1.11. 

The Jongpen laughed, and agreed to accept what shonld be sent, ntlcling that he also was 
not aut,horibcd to tliscnss ~ u c h  questions, but had come only for a friendly interview. 

After a furt,ller interchange of compliments they ])arted, the Jongpen returning to his 
camp just to the north of Giapoug ant1 the Political O5cer  to his, four miles to the south. 

On his rct,urn tht, Political Officer sent a messenger \vitl~ a present of Rs. 10 and some 
ICngli~h stores to t h ~  Jongpen, nuti enclosed a friendly letter (t~anslirtion i~ttxchedj to the 
address of the Teshu Lnmho L:I~IA of Sllig:~tzi, with a present of W e b l ~ y  revolver and 50 
cartridges. T h ~ s e  \\era ackno\\~letlged by the Jongpen, and he stated that he had 
desp,itclietl thc letter ant1 pistol to S l ~ i g ~ t z i .  

Trnnslntion of a Iottr~. from C r ~ p t n i t ~  LeMes~~r.ier, Polilicr~l Oficer. Wkkim, to S1.i~ 
Pcnchrn L ~ ? I I ~ L  of l'ashi L I L I I I ~ I  Nr~nnstr~r~!~, S l ~ i , p t ~ i ,  dntc~d the 9111 r ,S  t l ~ e  7th molzth, 
~Sophnlr ycnr (rlnt~d Azc!/rtal 15th, 18!)9). 

(After many co~nl)lime~~ts)-U11der the  order^ of His ICxcellency the V i c e r o ~  of Inclia I 
came to Sikkiln :IN I'olitic~al Olficer in April of this year. I have now come to Giagong to 
inspect the now I-oad which the Sirlrar h:rm ruade to that place, and hare been very pleased 
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to meet one of yonr representatives (Icampn Jongpen) although it  was o ~ l l y  for a. few 
nlinutes, and to 1i;~vt. h:ld a. friendly conversation with him. 

I t  is m y  sincere wish that great and small, rich and poor, on both sides of the bound. 
;lry may remain ill couvtant friendship and sympathy with each other. I n  recognition of the 
qood feelings I bear tow-artls you, I be6 you will accept the trifling present of a revolver 
and fift,y cartridges, wit11 a pat.rachine ( l .e.,  scarf of friendship). 

Enclosure 6 in No. 29. 

Let ter  ,/'t*o,,r C. IT: Ijolton, l::F(I.l C.S.J., Chie f  S ~ c r e f t r r y  to the  Gozier~iment of 
Betzynl, t o  the ,Seo+el(lry to tlre Gozrernrnei~t ctf Igztlia, I f ' o r e ! , ~ ~ ~  Department, 
tinted C:cdcltftu, the 13th S ~ / ~ t e ? u O e r ,  1899. 

(Extract.) 

I am directed to ieplj to your letter, dated the 26th July last, 
relating to the opening of direct communication with the Tibetan 
authorities in connection with the  question of obtaining free access to 
Phar i  for Native Indian ~ r a d e r s .  The  Commissioner of R a j s h h  
has been consulted. During his recent stay in Darjil'ing the Lie~~tenant- 
Governor also granted a n  interview to Ugyen Kazi, at which Mr. 
Nolan was present, in order to hear from himself an  account of his 
visit to Lhasa and an  expression of his ideas on the present subject. 
Clgyen Kazi  described in detail his visit and his interview with the 
Dalai .Lama. H e  apparently stated very well the  position of the 
British Government, its power, i t s  forbearance, its indifference to 
further acquisition of territory, and its desire to promote trade, which 
tvould be beneficial to the  Tibetans as  much as to  British subjects. He 
learnt tha t  the  Lamas were weary of the  periodical visits of the Chinese 
Ambans, which have cost them much money without any tangible advan- 
tage in the adjustment of the  frontier difficulties. A t  the  same time the 
Dalai Lama demurred to any direct correspondence with officials of the 
British Government, for fear of compromising his relations with the Chinese 
Government. Ugyen Kazi expressed also his clear conviction that  for the 
following reasons the Tibetans would never consent t o  the  opening of 
Phar i  to Indian traders, except under compulsion: (a) the  trade betwpen 
Phar i  and Iialimpong is in the hands of a section of the  people of the 
Chumbi valley, consisting of about 200 houses, who make their living by 
carrying it,  and the  Tibetans a re  unwilling to break this monopoly; 
(b) they apprehend that  Indian traders might make complaints, true or 
false, of ill-treatment a t  Phari, and that  friction and a much greater risk 
of quarrel with the British Government than exists a t  present would arise; 
and (c) they have an  inveterate dislike to the entry of any foreigners, 
Chinese as well as English, within their territory. The last is probably the 
strongest reason. The Tibetans find tha t  their own traders have free access 
to  British territory to  make their purchases, going to Calcutta if they wish. 
All the freedom of trade which they desire is thus already theirs, and they 
are not ready to make any concession t o  British traders. Ugyen Kazl 
stated that  he dared not himself propose to  the Tibetans the opening of 
P h a r i  to Indian trade, lest he should be suspected of working against their 
interests and his own trade with Tibet should be ruined. H e  thought, 
however, that  a letter from himself to  the Dalai Lama suggesting, in general 
terms, that a high Tibetan official should be sent to discuss the frontier and 
trade questions might result in such an official being sent. The Lieutenant- 
Governor agreed that  this course should be followed in the first instance. 
The Commissioner, whoqe reply to the letter inviting his opinion has now 
been received, while thinking that  use should be made of the  oPportunlt~ 
afforded by the desire which the Dalai Lama expressed to 17gyen Kazi to 
receive a letter on the subject of the frontier dispute, considers i t  necessary 
t o  proceecl with caution at the present stage, in view of the persistent 
refusal of the Tibetans t o  hold diplomatic intercourse with the Govern- 



ment of India before the last war, hostilities having been actually com- 
menced by them, to  preserve their isolation, because a pass was secured 
from the ~Chinese Government for the late Mr. Macaulay to visit Lhasa as 
a n  envoy. The Lieutenant-Governor concurs in this view, and recom- 
mends that  the  question of conveying a letter from the  Viceroy and 
Governor-General to  the Dalai Lama be deferred for the present. It is 
greatly t obe feared that  direct communications with the Dalai Lama will 
not be kept secret. It is understood that in foreign affairs the Council a t  
Lhasa must be consulted, and whatever passes in tha t  body is soon known a t  
the chief monasteries. Ugyen Kazi was about tb start, and has, perhaps, 
already started, for Phari on his own business of purchasing ponies. H e  
will write thence to the Dalai Lama. He expects to return in about two 
months, and i t  is possible that  by that  time the reply of the Chinese Imperial 
Comnlissioner to  His Excellency the Viceroy's last letter will have been 
received. If so, the further action which should be taken may be made 
clearer. The Commissioner states that  Ugyen ICazi made a note in his 
presence of the substance of his proposed letter to  the Dalai Lama. H e  
will word his letter in his own way, communicating all the information 
which has been given to  him as to the wishes of the British Government. 
It appears that  he is no longer unwilling to mention the  proposal to open 
Phari to Native Indian traders. 

Enclosure 7 in No. 29. 

Letter from C'. W. Bolton, Esq., C.S.I., Chief Secretary to the Government 
of Uengal, to the Secreta?ay to the Government of India, Foreign 
Department, dated Calcutta, the 16th September, 1899. 

With reference to paragraph 3 of Captain Daly's letter, datecl 
the 25th March, 1899, I am directed to state, for the information of 
the Government of India, that  no attempt has been made to impose duties 
a t  Yatung since the expiration of the five years fixed in the Trade Regula- 
tions appended to the Sikkim-Tibet convention. A report has, however, 
reached the Political Oficer for Sikkim that  a scheme for the levy for duties 
from the 1st May, 1899, was drawn u p  by the Chinese Imperial Resident 
in Tibet in April, 1899, but that  he was obliged to abandon the idea in 
consequence of the strenuous opposition of the natives of the Chumbi 
Valley, who hold a monopoly of the trade passing through the Phari-  
Kalimpong route. No Indian tea has yet found its way to Tibet. 

No. 30. 
Despatch from the Secretary of State for India to His Excellency the Right 

Honourable the Governms-General of India  in  Cotincil, dated 8th 
December, 1899. 

I have received and considered the letter of your Excellency's Govern- 
ment, in the Foreign Department, dated the 26t,h October, 1899, on the 
subject of trade and frontier relations between Sikkim and Tibet.. 

2. From the enclosed correspondence,* your Excellency will observe 
that Her Majesty's Government approve the 

* To Foreign Ofice* (lated course of action adopted by your Government, 22nd Novernl~er. 
From Foreign Office, dated in regard to the establishment of direct corre- 

25thNovember,andencloaure. spondence with the Tibetans, and that  the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has in- 

structed Her Majesty's Minister at Peking by telegram to endeavour to 



obtain the assistance of the Chinese Government in securing for native 
traders from India access to, and freedom for, t rade in  Phar i .  

I have, &c., 
(Signed) GEORGE HAMILTON. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 30. 

Letter from the India Office to the Foreign Office, dated 22nd November, 
1899. 

I n  continuation of my letter of the 2nd August last on the subject of 
trade and frontier relations between Sikkim and Tibet, I am directed by 

Lord George Hamilton to request that  you will 
Dated 26th October, wit11 lay before the Marquess of Salisbury the en- 

enclosures. closed copyX of a letter from the Government 
of India  on the subject. 

With reference to Sir  C. Macdonald's suggestion referred to in the 
second paragraph of Mr.  Bertie's letter of the 24th July,  Lord Salisbury 
will observe that  the Government of India  agree tha t  instructions might 
be sent to Her Majesty's Charg6 d'Affaires a t  Peking to approach the 
Tsungli Yam6n with a view to  obtaining, if possible, their assistance in 
securing for native traders from India  access to, and freedom for, trade 
in Phari .  

I am to add that  Lord George Hamilton proposes to  approve the course 
of action adopted by the Government of India in regard to the establishment 
of direct correspondence with the Tibetans. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 30. 

Letter from the Foreign Ofice to India  Ofice, dated 25th November, 1899. 

With  reference to your letter of the 22nd instant on the subject of 
trade and frontier relations between Sikkim and Tibet, I am directed by 
t,he Marquess of Salisbury t o  state that  his Lordship concurs in Lord George 
Hamilton's proposal to approve the course of action adopted by the Govern- 
ment of India in regard to the establishment of direct correspondence with 
the Tibetans. 

1 am to forward, for Lord George I-Iamilton's information, the para- 
phrase of a telecram which has been sent to Her  Majesty's Minister at 
Peking, instructing him to endeavour to ohtain the assistance of the 
Chinese Gcvernment in securing for native traders from India access to, 
and f r e e d m  for, trade in Phar i .  

I am, &c., 

(Signed) FRANCIS RERTIE. 

From f l r ~  Forei!l)l Qtfifice to  Sir C. MorDr,nnL/, Prdrilrg, dnlr~rl 2.itlr Nocr?nhrv., 1803 
(T'~lrq~*uj~hic). 

Endeavour to ohtain from the Chincbae tfovernmellt their aesiatanccs ill flccuring 
accesn to, an4 Ereerlom for, trade in Phzri for Indian native, traders. 



No. 31. 
Despatch front Alr. C. Harclinge t o  the  iMnrquess of Sal isbury ,  

S t .  Petersburgh,  October 17, 1900 (Received October 22). 

I have the honour to enclose an extract from the official column of 
the " Journal de Saint-PBtersbourg " of the 2nd (15th) instant, announcing 
the reception by His  Majesty the Emperor on the 3rd instant of Aharan~ba- 
Agvan-Dorjief, who is described as "first Tsanit Hamba to the Delai- 
Lama of Tlbet." 

I have not been able, so far ,  to procure any precise information with 
regard to  this persoil or to  the mission on which he is supposed to come to 
Russia. 

Enclosure in No. 31. 

Ext inact  from t l ~ e  " Journal  d e  Sa in t -P i t e r sbourg  " of October 2 (15), 1900. 

Sa  MajestB 1'Empereur a r e p  le Samedi, 30 Septembre, au  Palais de 
Livadia, Aharamba-Agvan-Dorjiew, premier tsanit-hamba prBs le dela'i- 
lama du Tibet. 

No. 32. 
D e s ~ a ~ t c h  from S i r  C'. Sco t t  to  t l ~ e  B ~ ~ I - ~ ~ c s s  of Lunsdu t (~ne ,  S t .  Petcrsburgh,  

J u n e  13, 1901 ( R e c e i v ~ d  J m e  17). 

I have the honour to report, on the authority of a. telegram from 
Odessa to the " Novoe Vremya," that  a special Mission from Tibet, con- 
sisting of seven persons, headed by the Lama Doroshiyeff, now on its way 
to St. Petersburgh, is shortly expected a t  Odessa on the steamer " Tamboff." 

No. 33. 
Dcspatch f r o ? ~ ~  ( 'onsul-Genclmal bS?it i t k  to thc  i l larquess of Lansdo t i . n ~ ,  

datcd Odessn, J u n e  25, 1901 (Receivrcl J u n e  28). 

I have the honour to report the arrival to-day of an  Extraordinary 
Mission from the Ln.ma of Tibet. 

I have the honour to enclose translation of a paragraph on the subject 
which appeared in this morning's " Odesskia Novost.i." 

I have sent copy of this clespatcll to His Majesty's Ambassador a t  
St. I'etersburgh. 

Enclosure in No. 33. 

E c t i ~ ~ c t  fronl t h ~  " Odcsskia Novost i"  of the  1 2 t h  (25th) Jzlne, 1901. 
(Translation from the Russian.) 

Odessa will welcome to-day an Extraordinary Mission from the Dalai 
L a m  of Tihet, which is 1)roceecling to St. Petersburgh with diplomatic 
instn~ctions of importance. 



The personnel of the Mission consists of eight prominent statmmen, 
with the Lama, Dorzhievy, at i ts  head. The chief object of the Extra- 
ordinary Mission is a rapprochement and the strengthening of good rela- 
tions with Russia. At  the present time Tibet, as is well known, is under 
the protectorate of China, but the conditions of this Protectorate have 
never bee11 clearly defined. Tibet has more than once waged war, and 
been reconciled to China. Even now Chinese forces a re  in occupatioll of 
certain strategic points in order to maintain correct commercial and postal 
relations. The present Embassy has been equipped by the Dalai Lama 
(and dispatched) to His  Imperial Majesty, and the Envoys carry autograph 
letters and presents from the Dalai Lama. The Mongols revere the Dalai 
Lama as something more than a ruler, since they look upon him as Buddha 
incarnate, i.c., their Spiritual Head whoin they are  bound to  worship as 
deity. The Dalai Lama has neither a powerful army nor great political 
importance, but his influence on the  minds and hearts of the Buddhists is 
enormous. H e  rules the whole Buddhist ~vorld from his mysterious palace, 
or rather monastery, in Lhnsa. Tibet, from which the Embassy comes, 
is bounded on the  south by the Binlalayas, on the north by Chinese 
Turkestan, which borders on our Central Asiatic possessions. The arrival 
in Russia of the Thibetan Mission is important also for this reason, that 
in Siberia there are Buddhists to whom the Dalai Lama is the  object of the 
same  orsh ship and veneration as t o  all other Buddhists. The Extraordinary 
Jlission will, among other things, raise the question of the establishment 
in St .  Petersburgh of a permanent Tibetan Mission for the maintenance 
of good relations with Russia. I n  Russia there are some thousands of 
Lamas, or monks of the Buddhist cult, and a number of religious houses 
and monasteries. Many of our Lamas have been in Tibet, and a few of 
those from Tibet have visited Russia. The Calmncks have their own 
Chief Lama, and this is also the case with the natives of Eastern Siberia. 

No. 34. 

Despatch from Sir C'. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne, dated 
S t .  Petersburyh, July 1, 1901 (Received July 5 ) .  

With reference to my despatch of the 13th June  last, I have thd 
honour to transmit to  Your Lordship herewith summaries of various 
a-rticles which have appeared in the Russian press on the subject of the 
visit of the Tibetan Mission to  St. Petersburgh. 

Enclosure in No. 34. 

Summaries of Articles in  the Russian Press. 

I n  the St. Petersburgh Gazette appears an  interview with the well- 
known Dr.  Badnleyeff concerning the Tibetan Mission in Russia. The 
Mission consists of Agwan Dorshieff, as Head;  the Secretary of the Dalai 
Lama Chamho Donid Lubson ICaintchok; the Captain of a district of 
Tibet, Sombou Tsiduron P ~ ~ n d z o k ;  Dorshieff's Secretary and Translator, 
Owshche Norsunof; and the Chief Shigshit Gaszonof. The Head of the 
Mission, Agwan Dorshieff, is stated to he a Buriate from the Provincs ~f 
Trans-Eaikal, who has studied in various corivents and has won the favour 
o i  the Lama's entourage. The Mission is of importance for him, ns he 
wl!scts the donations of the Kalmucks to the Buddhist convents. 

Dr. Badmeyeff states that  Tibet is really quite accessible to Russians, 
but that  the object of the Mission is to make it more so. He fears that 
the English, who have now established themselves firmly in Cashmere, may 
anticipate Russia in tha t  country. 



From the " Novoe Vremya" of June 17 (30), 1901. 

The reappearance of the Tibetan Mission in Russia, according to  the 
"Novoe Vremya," proves that  the favourable impressions carried back by 
Dorshieff to his home from his previous Mission have confirmed the Dalai 
Lama in his intention of contracting the friendliest relations with Russia. 

This is not astonishing; those acquainted with the Far  East must know 
that  in those lands news travels, i f  not with the speed of lightning, at any 
rate much faster than i t  does by Russian telegraph; and therefore i t  cannot 
be wondered a t  that  the news of the events a t  Pechili, the capture of the 
Taku Forts, of Tien-tsin, and Peking, the Russian victories in Manchuria, 
the taking of Mukden, &c., have penetrated to the Lama of Tibet. Under 
these circumstances, a rapprochentent with Russia n ~ u s t  seem to him the 
most natural step, as Russia is the only Power able to counteract the 
intrigues of Great Britain, who has so long been endeavouring to obtain 
admission, and only awaits an opportunity to force an entrance. It would 
also be only natural if other Central Asiatic and West Chinese nations 
were to aspire towards a similar friendship with Russia, who has won the 
respect and confidence of all who own her sway. 

The difficulties encountered by the Tibetan Mission on its journey 
through India explain why Tibet, who has already seen the lion's paw 
raised over it, turns its eyes towards the Emperor of the north. Even 
now the lion is not quiet, but forges its chains i n  India itself. It is no 
secret to any one against whom all these rifles, guns, and cartridges are  
collected, all these factories of cordite and lyddite erected. These have, 
indeed, wrought no miracles in South Africa, where England has striven in 
vain to deprive a small but valiant people of i ts  independence. Perhaps 
rumours of this heroic struggle have penetrated to Tibet. 

From the " Novoe Vremya " of  June l o  (July I), 1901. 

ANOTHER INTERVIEW WITH M. BADMEYEFF. 
I do not consider, said M. Badmeyeff, tliat the Mission about to arrive 

in St .  Petersburgh can be looked on as a diplomatic Mission in the ordinary 
sense of the word. The Dalai Lama is a subject of the Chinese Emperor, 
and strictly speaking cannot be viewed as the Head of Buddhism. For the 
Chutuka, of Urga, the Dalai Lama, of Lhasa, and the Bautcllin Erdeni 
who lives near Chigatse, are three persons independent of each other, and 
all equally venerated by Buddhists. Their position corresponds rather to 
that of Patriarchs in the Oriental Church, and cannot be compared to that  
of the Pope, who is the Supreme Head of the Catholic Church. 

Dorshiefi is a Russian snbject, who has grown up and received his 
education on Russian soil. H e  is by birth a Buriate of Chorinskaia (in 
the Province of Vercl~nyudinsl~), and was brought up in the Convent of 
Azocl~ozlcl, together with Sl~oinson Ireoltiiieff, the present Charnba Lama, 
of the Trans-Baikal Buriates. H e  settled in Tibet twenty years ago, and, 
as he is nov 55 years old, it follows t l ~ a t  he emigrated a t  a time of life when 
one does not forget one's home. 

Questioned as to his position at Lhasa, Dr. Badmeyeff gave the inter- 
viewer a l)amphlet containing the Report of a Ruriate of Chorinskaia on a 
journey undertaken by him in Tibet. 

I n  this Sieport the cnstorlls of Lhasa and the intrigues s u r l - o ~ i l ~ d ~ l ~ ~  
the Lania are described. His Court consists of a number of Lamas divided 
into parties and quarrelling alllong eaclr other. The party in polver holds 
the seals and acts in the Dalai Lama's name. The latter is indifferent to 
party strife, and is only concerned that  his authority should not be dimi- 
nished, so that the people should continue to revere him. As a diminution 
of his alitlloritr is contrary to the interests of parties, he remains entirely 
outside their disputes. 



No. 35, 

Despatch from S i r  C .  Scott to the fi~arquess of Lansdowne, dated 
St .  Petersburgh, July 4, 1901 (Heceived July 8). 

(Extract.) 

Wi th  reference to my despatch of the 1st instant, I have the 
honour to transmit herewith, in translation, further extracts from the 
Russian press referring to the arrival in Russia of a so-called Tibetan 
Mission. Count Lamsdorff, i n  the course of conversation with me yester- 
day, characterized as ridiculous and utterly unfounded the conclusion 
drawn in certain organs of the Russian press that  these Tibetan visitors 
were charged with any diplomatic or political mission. Count Lamsdorff 
said, t h a t  the Lama Akban was a Mongolian Buriat of Russian origin, 
who came occasionally to  Russia with the object, he believed, of making 
money collections for his Order from the numerous Buddhists in the 
Empire. H e  said that  on the occasion of Akban's last visit in autumn 
t o  Yalta, the Emperor had received him, and he himself had had an oppor- 
tunity of learning some interesting details from him of life in Tibet. 
The Russian Geographical Society took an  interest in his visit, which 
had no official character whatever, although he was accompanied on this 
visit by other Tibetans. Count Lamsdorff said tha t  Dr. Badmeyeff, who 
#takes la special interest in Tibet and Lama Akban's visit, was an eccentric 
character, but it was difficult to understand how the Russian press, in view 
of the international position of Tibet as a dependency of China, could have 
attributed an official or  diplomatic character to  the  Lama's visit to Russ~a. 

Enclosure in No. 35. 

Zxtracts from the  Rzissictn Press. 

From the " Novoe Vremya" of June 20 (July 3), 1901. 

Dr. Badmeyeff calls atten'tion to the fact that  the Tibetan Mission to 
St. Petersburgh cannot be regarded as an official Embassy from an in- 
dependent State. The Administration of Tibet is entrusted to two 
Chinese Ambans, who, according to  the Chinese law, are on a.n equal foot- 
ing with the Dalai Liama and the Erdeni, and practically have greater 
power. The Llama and the Erdeni may do nothing in opposition to the 
Ambans. For instance, the Chinese Law enacts that  the Llama and the 
Erdeni may only enter into communication with the foreign Courts and 
nations through the Ambans, and when any foreign products are offered 
to them as presents, they may neither of them, without the Ambans' per- 
mission, return any gi f t  as sign of gratitude or send even a letter of thanks. 
Indeed, they can do nothing without the approval of the Ambans. 

The whole world, Dr. Badmeyeff adds, is convinced that  Russia is doing 
everything to uphold the integrity of China, and, therefore, the Tibetans, 
subjects of the Emperor of China, come to pray for assistance against any 
attack on Tibet, will certainly be received with welcome. 

Front the Petersbz~rgh " Viedon~osti." 

Talking about a Protectorate can only have the result of bringing mis- 
fortune to our count.rymen who may be travelling in these countries, 
embitter the Chinese, and excite the British Inclian Government to a more 
active policy. A t  present, however, the Tibetnrls clirect all their endeavollrj 
to keeping foreigners out of Tibet, even though they come on merely 
scientific expeditions. But scientific purposes did not prevent an expedf- 
tion a short while ago from shooting down twenty-one nlen in the Llamas 
dominions. 



l l i  

Those who really know all about the so-called gravitation of the 
Hierarchy of Lhasa towards Russia cannot help asking themselves whether 
the object of this mission may not be to  ask us to take a rather less 
aggressive interest in a land which, by its geographical position, seems 
destined t o  be a res nullius. 

No. 36. 

Despatch from Sir C.  Scott to the ;Marquess of Lansdowne, dated 
S t .  Petersburgh, July 10, 1901 (Received July 15). 

(Extract.) 

With reference to my despatch of the 4th instant, I have the 
honour to report that the members of the Tibetan Mission arrived in 
St. Petersburgh on the 1st instant, and, according to the enclosed announce- 
ment in the official Gazette, were received on the 6th Instant a t  Peterhof 
by the Emperor, and subsequently by the Empress Marie Feodorowna as 
Envoys Extraordinary of the Dalai Lama of Tibet. As the Russian press 
had also announced that the Envoys had paid visits to Count Lamsdorff 
and M. Witte, I had an opportunity a t  my interview with Count Lamsdorff 
on the 8th instant of ascertaining some further particulars of information. 
His Excellency said that, although the Tibetan visitors had been des- 
cribed as Envoys Extraordinary of the Dalai Lama, their mission could 
not be regarded as having any political or diplomatic character. The office 
and attributes of a Dalai Lama were Inore of a Buddhist Pontiff who was, 
he understood, even venerated by the Buddhists, of whom there was a very 
large number in the Russian Empire, as an incarnation of Bnddha, and 
according to a very curious custom was always succeeded on his death by 
an infant in whom the reincarnation was held to  be continued. The 
Mission was of the same character as those sent by the Pope to the faithful 
in foreign lands. The principal member of the present Mission, Hambo 
Akhvan Dorgiew, was a member of the Russian Geographical Society, and 
a t  present held some post of confidence in the Dalai Lama's service, but his 
Excellency believed that he still retained his original Russian nationality. 
He  had brought Count Lamsdorff an autograph letter from the Dalai 
Lama which was found on translation to be very concise and simple. 
It merely expressed a hope that Count Lamsdorff was in the enjoyment 
of good health and prosperous, and informed him that  the Dalai Lama 
was happy to be able to sap that he himself enjoyed excellent health. 
Count Lamsdorff had been fortunate enough to find an officer of a 
Cossack regiment of Buriat origin who was conversant with the language 
of Tibet, and had acted as interpreter at the audience which the Emperor 
accorded to the Envoys and their suite. 

Enclosure in No. 36. 

Extract from t h ~  ''il!l(?ssoqer O.ficiell' o f  Jzine 25 (July 8),  1901. 

Sa Majest6 1'Empereur a requ le Samedi, 23 Juin,  au Grand Palais de 
Peterhof, les Envoy6s Extraordinnires du Dala'i-Lama du Thibet : Hambo 
Akhvan Dorghiew et Loubsan Kalntchok Hambo Donir. 

Aprks la rkception des Envoy&s, a eu l'honneur d'btre prBsentB & S a  
MajestC I'Empereur le Secrdtaire de la Mission, Djantsan Zombon Tsitong 
F'untsoli, Chef de lJArrondissement du Thibet. 



E n  mBme temps a eu l'honneur d'6tre prksent6 9. S a  Majest6 l'Empereur 
le Capitaine en Second Oulanow, du l e r  Rkgiment de Cosaques du Don, 
attache 9. la  Mission Thibetaine comme interprkte. 

Le  m6me jour, la  Mission Thibktaine a kt6 r q u e  par S a  Majest4 
1'Impkratrice Marie Fkodorovna. 

No. 37. 
Lrztter from the Government of India,  in the Foreign Department, to the 

Right Honourable Lord George F. Hamilton, His Majesty's Secretary 
of St,ate for India ,  dated Simla, the 25th July, 1901. (Received the 
12th August, 1901.) 

(Extract.) 

I n  despatch dated the 8th December, 1899, Your Lordship 
approved of the measures which we had adopted with the  object of 
establishing direct communication with the Tibetans. W e  have now the 
honour to forward correspondence which shows the further action taken 
i n  t h e  matter. When our despatch dated the  28th October, 1899, was 
written, we were awaiting the return of Ugyen Kazi, the Bhutan VakU, 
from Tibet and the outcome of a letter which he had undertaken to  deliver 
to the Dalai Lama. That letter having met with an  unfavourable response, 
we decided to defer making any further attempt to obtain access to the 
Dalai Laina by the Sikkim route, and to seek some new channel of communi- 
cation. Enquiries were accordingly instituted as to the possibility of 
despatching a suitable emissary to the Tibetan capital either through 
Punnan, or through Nepal, or by way of Ladakh. Our resident in Nepal, 
who was verbally consulted, advised against any attempt being made to 
reach Ihasa vici Nepal, except with the  knowledge and consenft of the 
Nepalese Darbar, to whom we were not prepared to refer. The agent 
whom we suggested to the Government of Burma as a possible emis- 
sary for the mission through Yunnan was reported to be unsuitable. 
The proposal to communicate through Ladakh, however, seemed to 
offer some prospect of success. The plan suggested by our Resident in 
Kashmir was that  the Assistant Resident who annually visits Leh should 
enter into negotiations with the Joint  Governors of Western Tibet, known 
as the Urkhus of Gartok, by whose agency i t  was hoped that  communica- 
tion with the chief authorities a t  Lhasa might be secured. Upon this sug- 
gestion we authorised Captain Kennion to visit Gartok in the autumn of 
1900. H e  was entrusted with a letter addressed by the Viceroy to the Dalai 
Lama, and was instructed to  hand i t  over to the Urkhus, should there 
appear to be a reasonable prospect that  i t  would be forwarded to its desti- 
nation. The letter was delivered to the Chaktar Urkhu, who undertook 
to transmit i t  to  the Dalai Lama. After a delay of six months, the letter 
was returned to Captain Kennion with the intimation that  the Urkhus 
had not dared, in the face of the regulations against the intrusion of 
foretigners into Tibet, to send i t  t o  Lhasa. This enterprise having 
failed, we determined to  make one more effort to procure the 
delivery of a letter to the Dalai Lama through ITgyen Kazi. A 
favourahle opportunity was presented by the fact that  he had 
recently purchased two ele hants on commission for the Dalai Lama, and 
muld,  therefore, proceed 4 Lhasn, without exciting suspicion. We have 
accordingly entrusted Ugyen Kazi with a second letter addressed by the 
Viceroy to the Dalai Lama, in which stress is laid upon the forbearance 
shown by the British Government in their relations with Tibet, and a 
warning is conveyed that, if the overtures which we have made with a 
view to establishing friendly intercourse are still treated with indifference, 
we reserve the right to take such steps as may seem necessary and proper to 
enforce the terms of the Treaty of 1890, and to ensure that  the trade regu- 



lations are observed. Should this letter meet with the fate of i ts  predecessor, 
we contemplate, subject t o  the approval of His Majesty's Government, the 
adoption of more practical measures with a view to securing the commercial 
and political facilities, which our friendly representations will have failed 
to  procure. As to  the exact form which our altered policy should assume, 
we shall, if necessary, address Your Lordship a t  a later date. But  we 
may add, that  before long, steps may require to be taken for the adequate 
safeguardin of British interests upon a par t  of the frontier where they f have never itherto been impugned. W e  trust that our proceedings, as 
indicated in the correspondence forwarded with thi,s despatch, will meet 
with the approval of His Majesty's Government. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 37. 

Letter from the Honourable Mr. C. W .  Bolton, C.S.I . ,  Chief Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India, Foreiqn Department, dated Calcutta, the 22nd 
December, 1 e99. 

(Extract.) 

I am directed to submit, for the information of the Government of 
India, the accompanying extract from a letter, dated the 1st instant, from 
the Political Oficer for Sikkim, reporting the result of Ugyen Kazi's com- 
munication with the Dalai Lama, regarding the deputation of an  influen- 
t ial  Tibetan official to negotiate with the British Government about fron- 
tier and trade questions. I t  seems to the Lieutenant-Governor to  be useless 
to make any further endeavour a t  present to  open direct communication. 
throu h an Agent, with the Tibetan authorities. The Political Officer % shoul continue his friendly relations with them whenever he has the 
opportunity of meeting thern on the frontier. The necessary instructions 
on the subject have already been issued to him. 

Annexure. 
Extract from letter fro~n J.  C. VVhile, EST., Politico1 Oficer for Silrkim, dated the 

1st Decet?l/~s?., 18!)'3. 

Ugyen Icaei has brought in  the following report :-TJnder instructions from tho 
Lieutenant-Governor he wrote to the Dala~ Lama iroln Rinchingonq as follows:-An 
agreement was rnatle al)ont Yatung for five j e u s ,  ant1 now although this period has beeti 
exceeded and three Amhans have corne and gone, no definite settlement has been arrived 
at. You should sent1 an influential Tihetan quicltly to negoti<ite with this Government. so 
that it may not get angr?. The Lieutenant-Governor w~slies to write you a letter. Shall 
I send it  or not 7 To this he has recpivpd the followinq reply written by the Dalai Larna 
himself :- 

" I have receivetl your letter and understand its contents. The Ambans, when they 
first came here, made an arrangornent forbidding us to correspond direct with your 
Government. I can xenrl n man, but think t11:rc if ~t is done without the consent of 
Chinese they will be displeased. Not knowing what they would do, I think i t  advisable 
not to send oue now. Seud me any news." 

Enclosure 2 in No. 37. 

Letter from thc Honou,~*able Mr. J .  A .  Bourdillon, C.S.I . ,  Oficiating Chief 
Secl*etary to the Govcrnnl~nt of Brngal, Political Department, to the 
Secretnrfy to the Government o f  India, Foreign Department, 
dated Uarjecling, the 23rd Apri l ,  1900. 

(Extract.) 

I am directed to submit, for the information of the Government of 
India., the  accompanjing, copy of a letter, dated the  20th March 
last, from tlie Political Oficer for Sikkim, to the address of the Commis- 
sioner of the Rajshahi Division, reporting certain correspondence between 
1Tgyen Kazi and the Dalai Lama, regarding frcntier and trade questions. 



In Mr. Bolton's letter, dated the 13th September, 1899, ,it was 
reported that  Ugyen Kazi  stated that  he dared not himself propose to the 
Tibetans the opening of Phar i  to  Indian trade. It will now be observed 
that  he has ventured to broach this subject to  the Dalai Lama, and has 
received from him a not unfavourable reply. The Dalai Lama is 
waiting to  see what line the new Amban will take, but has not definitely 
negatived the proposal. 

Annexure. 
Letter from J. C. White, Esp., Political Oflcer for  Silrkirn, to the Commissioner, Rujshahi 

Division, dated Camp Numchi, tlre 20th Mcrl-ch, 1900. 
(Extract.) 

I have the honour to send you the following report :- 
I n  December last Ugxen Kazi wrote to the following effect to the Dalai Lama :- 
' .The British Goverr~ment are able to make a good arrangement with you, and yon 

should send over one of your m e n ;  such a n  arrangement will ensure you against any 
eucroachment of either China or Russia. 

" I f  the new Amban, who was the Secretary of the  Amban Icwei, who died at 
Rinchingong, ancl who has a Tibetan wife, is frienclly, you should arrange with him at 
once, for should the Viceroy in Calcutta lose patience it  will not end well for you. The 
best thing for you to do wo~i ld  be to send your men and settle the  question of the disputed 
land beyond Lachne. Any conclusion come to with the British Government will be a 
permanent one, and there will be no trouble for you. Should yon obtain the old Giagong 
boundary, the British Government will require an open bazar at  Phari, the ground 
belonging to you as hitherto. 

" Make haste and settle, and do not be angry with me for speaking." 
I n  answer to this the following has been received from the Dalai Lama :- 
" I  again write to you. Your letter about Phari I have received. We will see 

what the new Amban will do ; he  mas formerly friendly, but  whether he will have 
any influence remains to be seen. You know what is going on, do what you can for us 
and write giving any news you have. Should t,here be any news here we will inform 
you." 

The above letter is i n  the Dalai Lama's writing, and sealed with his seal. His 
Secretary, the Chekyop Icempo, is dead. 

The Dalai Lama has also written another letter a ~ k i n g  Uggen Raxi to obtain certain 
articles of merchandiss and also two elephants. Regarding the elephants, I am writing 
separate1 y. 

Enclosure 3 in No. 37 

Letter from Sir William ( '~lningh~am,  K.(' .S.I.,  Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India, in  the Foreign Depa~tm~ent ,  to the Resident in 
Kashmii., clutecl Simlcr, the 25th July, 1900. 

(Extract .) 

The suggestion that  Chptain Kennion, your Assistant at Leh, should 
visit Gartok and  communicate personally with the  Urkhu is approved. 
The object of the visit will be to ascertain whether the Urkhu is able and 
willing to assist the  Glovernment of India in establishing direct communica- 
tion with the Dhlai Lama and the Grand Council a t  Lhasa. Should the 
Urkhu appear disposed to render assistance towards this end, Captain 
Kennion may, at his discretion, entrust him with a letter, which has been 
written by tbe Viceroy to the h l a i  Lama. The letter should not be 
handed over to the Urkhu, unless there appears to  be a reasonable prospect 
t h a t  i t  will ultimately reach its destination. 

Annexure. 
Letter. from His E.rr~llenc?/ t h ~  Vicero?/ a n d  Governor-General of I n d ~ a  to llrc I I11i~t~ ' iou~ 

D a l a i  Lamri Nrcg-l.l'ay/ Lo-,Sang T/rr~r/an G?/arao Ofyon Hinzbonthay, A'upron8 
Ponllf of the Grent Bziddlrist Churc./~, dated Simla, tho 11th August, 1900. 

Greeting,-I \\trite this friendly letter to your Hol ines~  in the hope that it will he 
forwarded by the Urkhu of Gartok, to whom Captain Icennion, one of my Political Officers 
employed in the Kasbmir State, has been in~tructet l  to deliver it. Your Holinees ie 



doubtless aware of the desire, which has always animated the British Government, to enter 
into and to maintain friendly relations with the authorities at Lhasa. The object of the 
British Government is to facilitate trade between India and Tibet, to the mutual 
advantage of both countries, and to foster that direct and friendly intercourse which clhoultl 
subsist between neighbours. It  is an undesirable ancl unfortunate thing that two 
Governments and two peoples, who are so near to each other, and who possess so many 
common interests, should not be drawn together by close and friendly bonrlu, but should be 
kept asunder, as though they were complete strangers. I t  is this condition of aLfairs which 
I would propose to modify. The BritishGovernmeut have no desire to interfere in  any way 
with the internal administration of Tibet. That is a matter that concerns the people and 
the ruler of Tibet. But they are anxious that Tibet shoultl feel coulidence in their friend- 
ship and should be free from encroachment from ally other quarter. 1 need not remind 
Your Holiness that the regulations which were agreed to for the provis~on of increased 
facilities for trade have been attended with no fruitful result, rrnd that the settlement of a 
small question regarding the boundary between Sikltim ant1 Tibet has hcen long and 
unnecessarily de1:tj:ed. This regrettable state of affairs is probably to be ascribed in a 
great measure to m~sconceptio~l on the part of the Tibetans as to the aims tmd intentions of 
the British Government. I am confident that all difficulties and misunderstandings could 
be removed by direct communicat io~~ betweeu Your Holiness and my Government. I 
would, therefore, invite Your Holiness to depute to India a responsible official on behalf of 
the Tibetan Grand Council, whom I shall be pleased to receive, and in corlsultation with 
whom measures may be concerted for the mutual advantage, both commercittl and 
political, of Tibet and India. 

Enclosure 4 in No. 37. 

Letter ,fronz /-I. S. Barnes, Esq., C.S.I., Secretary to the Go~xrtl i ,~cnt of India,  
Forei!yz Departi,~eizt, to the Chief' Secretarty to the Gorernnzent of Beilyal, 
duted Sit~zla, the 8th Jzsne, 1901. 

(Extract.) 

A letter from His  Excellency the Viceroy to the Dalai Lama 
of Tibet was delivered by Captain Kennion, the Political Officer 
in Leh, to the Urkhus of Gartok, who undertook to forward it to Lhasa. 
Six months later the letter, with the seals broken, was returned accom- 
panied by a letter froill the Urkhus, explaining that  he had not dared to 
fulfil his proniise to send it on, as to do so would be contrary to regulation. 
~Althougb i t  is possible that  the  letter may have been sent to Lhasa 
and have been returned from thence to Gartok, i t  is not certain tha t  this 
was the case; and before deciding what other steps should be taken to  
place our relations with Tibet on a more satisfactory footing, His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy prefers to make one more effort to procure the delivery 
of a letter to the Dalai Laina himself. I t  has been ascertained that  the 
Bhutan Valtil Ugyen I h z i  has purchased, a t  the request of the Dalai Lama, 
two e l q h a n t s  which he is about to despatch to Lhasa. I t  has, therefore, 
been decided to entrust Ugyen Kazi with another letter from the Viceroy 
for the Dalai Lama which he should be instructed, if possible, to deliver 
personally into the hands of His Highness. Ugyen I h z i  should also be 
told to ask for a reply. As TJgyen Icazi proposes to start  on the 12th 
instant, the letter signed by the Viceroy is forwarded in English. A trans- 
lation of the letter should be made in  Darjiling, on the kharita paper, 
which is attached to the English version, and the English and Tibetan 
copies \lit11 the encloqure sho~ild he delivered to 1Jgyen Kazi suitably 
addressed and enclosed in a silken kharita cover. The Vakil should be 
i~~strticterl to observe the strictest secrecy as to the object of his mission. 
arid may he told that  he will he rewarded according to the degree to which 
these instrllctions are observed and to the results achieved. 

Lrtlrt- ,ft.otn lltr Vicerny uttd Cfovertlor-GrnelnI nf Itulia to the III~.qt~iolts Dnlni La,na 
iVnq Dnrcg Lo-S.qntq T/lrcdnn (fyat-ao G?/otl Ritti~~nocha!/, ,Vtc/~rerne Pontiff of the 
Cfrrat Bitrl*llrixt Churclr, dated Sitnlu, the 8th Jltnr, 1301. 

On l l t l l i  Angr~st last, that is nearly tell months ago, I wrote to Yonr Holiness a 
friendly letter which was taken to the Urkhn of Girrt,ok by one of my  officer^ in Kashmir, 
and which the Urkhu pro~nisecl to forward to Your Holiness at Lhasa. On the 25th day 



of the twelfth month of t,he Iron I3ull year, that is to say, six mont,hs after my letter wae 
written, the Urkhu returned my let,ter to Leh, and wrote to my officer to say that he had 
only promised to send the letter " in order to avoid strife," and that he had not dared to 
forward it on to Your Holiness. 

The action taken by the Urkhu of Gartok seems to me to have been both improper 
and insulting ; and I am unable to believe that his conduct can have been in accordance 
with his instructions, or that it has met with Your Holiness's approval. I have, therefore, 
decided, before taking any other steps, to send to Your Holiness by a messenger of my 
own the original of my letter of 11th August, and to invite Your Holineus's very attentive 
consideration of the friendly request that it contains. 

1 desire to take this opportunity of reminding Your Holiness that the Government 
of India have been most patient and forbearing in the matter of the boundary which wap 
settled by a treaty between Great Britain and China eleven years ago, but which the 
Tibetans have hitherto failed to observe, and also in the matter of the Tracl-e  regulation^, 
which four years later were framed under the Treaty by the British and Chi~lese 
Commissioners. These regulations also have not been satisfactorily carried out, and there 
is no conlmerce between our countries of any importance. These are matters which the 
Great British Government cannot regard with indifference ; and I wish to impress upon 
Your Holiness that, w h i l ~ t  I retain the desire to enter into friendly relations with yourself, 
and t,o promote a better understanding between the two natiors, yet if no att<empt is made 
to reciprocate these feelings, and if, on the contrary, they are treated with rudeness and 
indifference, my Government must reserve their right to take such steps as may seem to 
them necessary and proper to enforce the terms of the Treatx, and to ensure that the 
Trade Regulations are observed. 

(Signed) CURZON. 

No. 38. 

Despatch from the Secretary of State for India to His Excel- 
lency the Right Honourable the Governor-General of India in Council, 
dated 16th August, 1901. 

(Extract.) 

With reference to your letter of t h e  25th July  last, I trans- 
mit, for the information of your Ex- 

' To Foreign Office, dated cellency in Council, copies of correspondence" 
25th July, 1'301. 

Frorn Foreign OfEce, clatetl 
which has passed between this Office and the 

Znd August, 11(11, en- Foreign Ofice, relative to the reception of a 
closure. Mission from the Dalai Lama of Tibet a t  St. 

Petersburgh. Your Excellency will observe that 
the  Marquess of Lansdowne desires to  be kept fully informed as to the 
intentions and actions of the Governrnent of India in regard to Tibet. 
The correspondence which accompanies your letter, and reports which 
have been previously received from your Government, show that  your 
relations with Tibet have not been satisfactory, and that ,  in respect ,to 
the at t i tude of the Dalai Lama, the continued occupation by the Tibetans 
of a corner of British territor!., the destruction of frontier pillars, and 
restrictions imposed upon Indian trade, together with the impossibility 
of communicating with him on these subjects, ?nu would be justified in 
adopting strong measures. A t  the same time I cannot doubt that  any 
such movement on the part  of India would be viewed with much disquietude 
and suspicion; and i t  must I)e remembered that  Tihet is politically sub- 
ordinate to China. The character of the country, rugged and sparsely 
inhabited, is against the conduct of important military operations in that 
region, and diplomatic pressure for closer relations with your Government 
would be likely to increase distrust of our intentions. I n  t,hese circum- 
stances i t  is necessary to proceed with due consideration, and I request 
that  your Excellency in Council will consult me before any steps are taken 
that  may involve a risk of the complications that  I have indicated. The 
proceedings reported in your 1ett.er under reply are approved by His 
Majesty's Government. 



Enclosure 1 in No. 38. 

Letter from Si r  Arthur Godtey, Under-Secretary of State, India Ofice, 
to the Foreign Ofice, dated 25th Ju ly ,  1901. 

(Extract.) 

The attention of Lord George Hamilton has been called to Sir Charles 
Scott's Despatches, dated 4th* and 10th July,* 1901, t o  the 
Marquess of Lansdowne, on the subject of the Tibetan Mission tb  
)Russia. The present position of the Government of India in regard to  Tibet 
is as follows :-Under the Convention between Great Britain and China 
relative to Sikkim 'and Tibet, which was signed on 17th March, 1890, 
the question of improving trade relations with Tibet was reserved. 
Eventually certain regulations were agreed to on 5th December, 1893, and 
Yatung was opened as a trade mart. These regulations have proved un- 
satisfactory, and the Viceroy has recently endeavoured to open direct 
communications with the Dalai Lama, both from the west and more recently 
from the  rSikkim side. On the side of Tibet objections are entertained 
to the line of frontier near Giagong as fixed by the Treaty, and the Govern- 
ment of India is prepared to make territorial concessions on the frontier, 
provided that  Phar i  is thrown open to trade, and that  Indian traders are 
not .molested in their commercial dealings fwith the Tibetans. But the 
Dalai Lama refuses to receive the communications addressed to him, and 
meanwhile the Tibebans are occupying a corner of British territory to 
which they have no right, and have thrown down the frontier pillars which 
were erected. Moreover, i t  appears that  while the Governor-General of 
India is treated with discourtesy, a mission is publicly sent to  Russia. 
The existing relations, therefore, 'between the Government of India 
and the Tibefans are not satisfactory, and the publicity ,given to the  
Tibetan Mission which recently arrived in St. Petersburgh cannot fail to 
engender some disquietude in the mind of the Indian Government as to  
the object and result of any negotiations which may ensue. Count 
Lamsdorff has in the most explicit and unqualified manner denied 
that any political or diplomatic significance can be attached to 
the Tibetan Mission now in St. Petersburgh. If Lord Lansdowne con- 
curs, the Secretary of State for India would suggest that  His  Majesty's 
Ambassador a t  St. Petersburgh be instructed to inform Count Lamsdorff 
that  the statement he then made has been communicated to His  Majesty's 
Government, and through them to the Government of India;  that  His  
Majesty's Government have received this assurance with satisfaction, as 
any proceedings that  might have a tendency to alter or disturb the existing 
status of Tibet, would be a movement in which His Majesty's Govern- 
ment could not acquiesce. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 38. 

'Letter from the Foreign Office to India  Office, dated 16th August, 1901. 

I laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 25th 
ultimo, explaining the present position of the Government of India in  
~ e g a r d  to Tibet, and containing the observations of the Secretary of Sfate 
for India in regard to the recent visit to St. Petersburgh of a mission 
from the ,Dalai Lama of Tibet. 

" NOR. 35 and 36. 
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I am directed by His Lordship tlo transmit to  you a copy of a Despatch* 
which has been addressed to His Majesty's Ambassador a t  St. Petersburgh, 
instructing him to make a communication to the Russian Minister in t,he 
sense suggested by Lord George Hamilton. 

Lord Lansdowne will be glad if his Lordship will keep him fully in- 
formed as to the intentions and action of the Government of India in regard 
to Thibet. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 

No. 39. 
Despatch from the Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir  C. Scott, dated 

Foreign Office, August 16, 1901. 

(Extract.) 

I have received your despatches of the 4th and 10th ultimo, reporting 
the langua e held to you by the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs in 
regard to t \ e recent visit to St. Petersburgll of a Mission from the Dalai 
Lama of Tibet. I have been in communication on the subject with the 
Secretary of State for India, and I have to request you to inform Count 
Lamsdorff that His Majesty's Government have communicated to the 
Government of India his statement to the effect that no political or 
diplomatic significance can be attached to the Mission. This assurance 
has been received with satisfaction. His  Majesty's Government coiild not 
regard with indifference any proceedings that might have a tendency to 
alter or  disturb the existing status of Tibet. 

No. 40. 

Despatch from Sir  C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne, dated 
St.  Petersburgh, September 2, 1901 (Received September 9). 

(Extract.) 

In  compliance with the instructions in Your Lordship's despatch 
of the 16th ultimo, I took the opportunity of a farewell visit to 
Count Lainsdorff to-day to inform His Excellency that I had reported to 
Your Lordship the language which he had recently held to me in regard to 
the visit to St. Yetersburgh of a Mission from the Dalai Lama of Tibet, 
and I said that Your Lordship had desired me to let him know that his 
statement, to t.he effect that no political or diplomatic significance could be 
attached to this Mission, had been communicated to the Government of 
India, and had been received with satisfaction. His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, I added, would naturally not regard with indifference any proceed- 
ings that might have a tendency to alter or disturb the existing. status'of 
Tibet. His Excellency repeated his former statement that the Mission was 
chiefly concerned with matters of religion, and had no political or 
diplomatic object or character. 

+ No. 30 



No. 41. 

From the Viceroy to the Secreta.ry of State for India, dated 
29th October, 1901. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your despatch of lGth August. Uqyen Kazi, who has returned 
from Lhesa, reports that  my leltter was delivered by him to the  Dalai 
Lama, but that  the latter declined to reply to it, stating, a s  his reason, 
that the matter was not one for him to settle, but must be discussed fully 
in Council with the Amban, the Ministers and the Lamas; and further that  
he was afraid that  Ugyen Kazi might be killed were it to become known 
that an answer had been given to him. 

No. 42. 

From the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India, dated 
3rd November, 1901. 

(Telegraphic.) 

My telegram of 29th October. My letter has been brought back by 
Ugyen Icazi with the seal intact. Ugyen Kazi reports that  the Dalai 
Lama refused to accept it, stating, as his reason for so refusing, that  he 
was bound by agreement not to enter into any correspondence with Foreign 
Governments without consulting the Chinese Ambans and the Council. 

No. 43. 

Despatch from Sir  C. Scott to tha Marquess of Lansdowno, dated 
St.  Petersburgh, December 14, 1901 (Received December 17). 

With reference to my despatch of the 2nd September last, reporting 
a conversation with Count Larnsdorff on the subject of the Tibetan 
Mission to Russia, I have the honour tb  inform Your Lordship 
that an official announcement appeared in the " Messager OfFiciel" of 
yesterday's date, stating that "on the 28th November (11th December) 
the Envoy of Tibet, Hambo-Achvan-Dorjew, had the honour of being 
presented to Her Majesty the Empress Alexandra Feodorowna." 

No. 44. 
Letter front the Governnlo~t of Trzdin, 111 the J'IWIJ(~II I)el~cr~./naent, to t h p  Xi!/ht 

Ilonolcrrtble 1,ortl (;cor:c/cl E'. / l ts~~ril lo~~, I / i s  .Ilc!jcstys S'ccrettrry ?f Statc 
,fir Irz(Lli(l, datell PI I I - t  l lillin~~r, the 13th If7ebrlia,y, 1902. (h'eceiced 
the 3rd ~lnrclr, 1!)02.) 

(Extract.) 

In the Vice~*oy's telegrall~, dntrd the 3rd November, 1001, Your 
Lordship was illforlncd that  Ugyen Kazi, who was entrusted with a letter 
from the Viceroy for delivery to tlie Dalai Lama, had brought back the  
letter to India with the seals intact, and had reported that  the Dnlai Lama 
refused to accept i t  on the ground that he was bound by agreement not to  
correspond wit11 foreign Governnlents without consulting the Council of tlie 
State and the Chinese Amban. We now have the ho110ur to forward copies 
of papers, including an account of the interviews which Ugyen Kazi  
is stated to have held with the Dalai Lama. We also take the oppor- 
tunity of forwarding copies of some recent correspondence regarding the 
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import of Indian tea into Tibet. While retaining some doubt as t o  whether 
the Viceroy's letter was actually tendered t o  the Dalai Lama, we are forced 
to  the conclusion that  the a.ttempt to enter into negotiations with the central 
Tibetan authority by the means hitherto employed must now be regarded 
as impracticable. We have, therefore, t o  consider bhe action tha t  should be 
taken t o  place our future relations with Tibet upon a more satisfactory 
footing. Your Lordship is fully aware of the present position of affairs, 
and of the manner in which the Tibetans have evaded their obligations under 
the  Convention of 1890 and the  Trade Regulations of 1893. According 
to  Article I V  of these Regulations, Indian tea  should now be imported into 
Tibet a t  a rate of duty not exceeding that  imposed on China tea  imported 
into England. But  we are informed by the Government of Bengal that 
a n  attempt which was made last year by the  Indian Tea Association to 
introduce Indian tea into Tibet was rendered fruitless by the  obstruczion 
of the  local Lamas and officials. It may possibly be argued that ,  by No. 
I1 of the General Articles attached to the Regulations, the tariff for tea 
must first be fixed by Commissioners appointed for t h e  purpose; but this 
is not, we consider, the obvious and rational interpretation of the Regu- 
lations, and in any case we entertain little doubt that  proposals for amend- 
ing and extending these Regulations would only lead to  protracted and 
unproductive negotiation. We still adhere to the  view tha t  more is to be 
hoped for from direct con~munication with the  Tibetans than from any 
representations a t  Peking, and we propose, with the approval of His 
Majesty's Government, to  continue to act upon that  assumption. 
It has been suggested by Mr. White, the Political Officer for Sikkim, 
tha t  an effective and simple method of securing compliance with 
the  Convention would be t o  occupy the 'Chumbi valley. Although we con- 
sider that  grounds for strong action on our part  are far from lacking, we 
are not, at present, in favour of any such proposal. Another possible and 
legitimate course would be to stop all Tibetan trade with India and all 
intercourse between the two countries. Such a step would, doubtless, 
prove a serious obstacle to Tibetan trade, and might tend to  force the 
authorities to enter into negotiations with us;  but i t  would also entail 
hardship upon our own traders, and might ultimately result in the 
diversion of the Tibetan trade to Nepal. We propose, therefore, 
with Your Lordship's sanction, to adopt the only alternative policy 
which appears to us to  be feasible a t  the present moment. As 
Your Lordship is aware, the Tibetans are now occupying a corner 
of Sikkim territory to  which, under the Convention of 1890, they 
have no right. I n  this tract lie the grazing grounds of Giaogong, which 
are  some miles to the south of the watershed laid down in the Convention 
as the boundary !between Sikkim and Tibet. It will be within Your Lord- 
ship's recollection that  in 1895 it was arranged, in communication with the 
Chinese Resident, to examine and demarcate the boundary laid down in the 
Convention. The Chinese delegates, in conjunction with Mr. White, fixed 
the site for a pillar, which Mr. White erected, a t  the Jeylap La, they agreed 
to  his erecting another pillar, which the Chinese were subsequently to  
examine, a t  the Donchuk La, and they arranged to meet him again a t  the 
Doka La. The Tibetan delegates failed, however, to put in an  appearance; 
the  Chinese delegates did not fulfil their engagement to meet Mr. White 
at the Doka La,  and the  demarcation accordingly came to a n  end. The 
three pillars which Mr. White erected were almost immediately destroyed 
or removed. We propose now to secure compliance with the stipulations 
of the Convention, if not with the concurrence of the Tibetans,-since this 
appears to be out of the question - then in independence of them. 
Our proposal is that  the Political Officer should tour along the frontier, 
as laid down by the Convention, during the forthcoming summer, 
erecting boundary plllars where this may be found necessary or desirable, 
excluding the Tibetans from the grazing grounds at Giaogong or elsewhere 
on the British side of the  border, of which they may be found In illicit occu- 
pation, or taking from them such fees as i t  may be decided to impose. 
be necessary first to give notice of the regulations for this object, and we 
would propose to  send to the Chinese officer ample warning in advance. 



Under Article IX of the Trade and Pasturage Regulations of 1893, it will 
The Political Officer will require a small escort which might consist of one 
company of Gurkhas witli a second company in reserve. Mr. White does 
not apprehend ,that the  task will be attended with any practical difficulty. 
Should the Tibetans remain inactive, we shall have secured the  long de- 
layed observance of the Convention. Should they resist the progress or 
the Political Officer or destroy the pillars erected by him, or endeavour to  
assert Tibetan claims to Giaogong, they would only have themselves to  
thank for any collision that  might ensue. Even should this be the out- 
come, i t  might predispose the Tibetan authorities to those negotiations 
which they a t  present so obstinately avoid. Should they adopt an attitude 
of permanent hostility and of colltinued aggression across the  border, 
it. would be a matter for discussion whether we should not occupy the  
Chumbi valley and hold i t  until the Tibetans had signified their willing- 
ness t o  come to terms, and to open negotiations a t  Lhasa. These 
proposals are the minimum that we can recommend with any re ard 
to our Treaty rights and to the manner in which they have %een 
defied or ignored. We have now for years carried the  policy of forbear- 
ance and inaction to almost unreasonable limitts. We have tried every 
means of effecting a compromise, but without success. We have en- 
deavoured to negotiate with the Tibetan authorities through the Chinese 
Government, and to  establish direct relations with them ourselves. All 
these attempts have been attended with equal failure; and the time seems 
to us to have arrived when we should decline any longer to allow our 
boundary to be transgressed, our trade to be strangled, and the rights 
secured to us by Treaty defied. The policy of isolation pursued by the 
Tibetan Government is one that, from its own point of view, i t  may not be 
difficult to  comprehend. But it is not compatible either with proximity to 
the territories of a great civilised power a t  whose hands the Tibetan 
Government enjoys the fullest opportunities both for intercourse and 
trade, or  with due respect for the treaty stipulations into which the 
Chinese Government has entered on its behalf. I t  is, indeed, the most 
extraordinary anachronism of the 20th century that  there should exist 
within less than 300 miles of the borders of British India a State and a. 
Government, with whom political relations do not so much as exist, and 
with whom it  is impossible even to exchange a. written communication. 
Such a situation cannot in any case be lasting. But it seems desirable that, 
it should be brought to an end with as little delay and commotion as 
possible, since there are factors in the case that  might a t  a later date invest 
the breaking down of these unnntul-a1 barriers with a wider and more 
serious significance. We commend these views to the favourable con- 
sideration of His Majesty's Government, and we trust that  our plans may 
be approved. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 44. 

Letter from the Honou~sahle A l l - .  ('. Z. B~~ckland,  C.I.E., OSfi~iatin!~ Chief 
Secreta7-y to thc Cove7~n?rlent o/ Uc~~ya l ,  to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India in the Fol.eign L)elmi-i?~lent, dated L)a7*jeeling, ,the 21st 
June, 1901. 

(Extract.) 
I aln clirectcd to 1.el)ort that  Mr. V. C. 1-lenderson, of the Chinese 

Imperial Customs Service, has bcen consultctl whetber (1) Indian tea, i f  sent 
to Yatnng, wol~lcl 11e acl~nitted into Tibet, and (2) if so, what rate of duty, 
if any, would he levied. His reply to the first question is that  the Tihetan 
authorities wo~llcl stultify t,he agreement made in Clause IV.  and General 
Article I1 of the 'l'radc Regulations appended to the Sikkim-Tibet Con- 
vention by prohibiting the buying or selling of Indian tea in Tibet, and 
that, consequently, i t  woiiltl not be iniported. On the second question he 
offers no upillion, 111erely confining hiniself to saying that  that  is a point 



for settlement by negotiation anlong the several Governments interested. 
Mr. Henderson's opinion on the first question is borne out by the 
results of a n  attempt recently made by the Indian Tea Association to 
introduce small quantities of Indian tea into Tibet vid Yatung through 
the agency of one Mr. J. M. Korb of Kalimpong, which have been reported 
to this Government in the Association's letter, dated the  J8 th  April, 1901, 
.a. copy of which is enclosed for the information of the ,Government of 
~India. 

Letter* .fisorr~ W. I'ar.soris, Esy., ~Sco-elu?.y, Indian Tea Associntivn, lo the Hor~ourwblc 
Mr. C'. h'. But:kland, C.I.E.. Cltief Seo.etat-y lo tlre Gouert~lnetl t  of Bertgal, dated 
Calcutta, the 18th April, 1901. 

(Extract.) 

I am directed by the General Committee of the Indian Tea Association again to adc!ress 
you respecting the question of developing the trade i n  Indian tea with Tibet. I t  will be 
within your recollection that with your letter you forwarded a copy of a communication 
from the Political O5cer  at Sikkim, in  which i t  was stated that, possibly, some of the 
Tibetan wool dealers who visit Kalimpong might be willing to  take Indian tea into 
Tibet. Ancl you added that His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor had no objection 
ro the Association endeavouring to make the attempt. Acting upon this sugqestion, 
the Committee arranged for the mannfacture 011 a Darjeeling Ten Estate of il few 
~ n a n n d s  of brick tea of a quality believed to be suitable for the Tibetan market. 
This rea they placed in the hands of Mr. J. Iv~. Korb, of Kalimpong, and desired 
him to endeavour to induce some of the Tihetan traders to take it, or part of 
it, openly through the trade mart et Yatung. Mr. Korb, however, reports that the traders 
aru not favonrably inclined to the t ea ;  and that, although they have accepted small 
quantities of it, they cannot be inclucrd to take it  into Yatung in the manner proposed. 
'I'he reason they assign is that the)- are forbidden by the Lamas ant1 officiale to introduce 
Inclian tea into Tibet ;  and that fear of punishment deters them from d isobe~ing  these 
orders. I n  these circumstance:, i t  seems to the Committee that no end is l ~ k e l y  to be attained 
by their trying further to send tea into Tibet thror~gh the agency of the wool traders. And, 
in  submitting the result of their attempt for the consideration of Government, they venture 
to ask if His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor could favour them with any additional 
information or with an1  assistance in the way of opening out the Tibetan market. They 
wo~l ld  also be glad to learn if His Excellency the Viceroy has yet issued any orders i n  
connection with the corl-espondence previously submitted to the Government of India ; 
and if any action is to be taken in orcler to give effect to Clnnse IV. of the Trade 
Regulations appended in 1894 to the Sikkim-Tibet Convention of 1890. 

Enclosul-e 2 in No. 44. 

Letter from the Honourable Mr. C. E. Uuclcland, C.Z.E., Oficiating Chief 
Secretary to the Gouernment of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India  ,in the Foreign Department, dated Calcutta, the 3rd 
September, 1901. 

I n  continuation of my letter, d'ated the 2 l s t  , June ,  1901, I urn 
directed to submit, for the info~,miltion of the Government of India, 
the  accompanying copy of a letter, dated the 14th August, 1901, from 
the  Commissioner of Rujshahi, and of its enclosures, containing Mr. 
 bredo on's opinion on the subject of the importation of Indian tea into Tibet. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor considers that  the simple construction of 
Article IV.  of the Regulations appended to the Sikkim-Tibet Convention 
of 1890 is that  (1) all goods other than those enumerated in Article 111. 
should be exempt from duty for five years from the 1st May, 1894, the date 
of the opening of the trade mart a t  Yatung; (2) that, from the 1st May, 
1899, there might or might not be a tariff on those goods; (3) that  Indian 
tea s h ~ u l d  not be traded in during the five years, 1st May, 1894, to 30th 
April, 1899; (4) that  Indian tea might be traded in from the 1st May, 
1899. 



Annexure 1. 

Letter fronz C. R. Marindin, Esq., Commissioner of Rc~;sl~(iI~i, to tlrc Hone?rrable Mr. G. E. 
Buckland, C.I.E., Chief Secretary to the Cfovcrn,rrent of Bengnl, dated Darjeeling, 
tJre 14th Azcgust, 1901. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to forward herewith a copy of a letter dated the 
13th July, 1901, from the Political Officer of Sikkim, and of its enclosore, being 
an extract from a letter from Mr. Bredon to Mr. Henderson of the Chinese Imperial 
Customs Service, and to say that Mr. Bredon seems to t,ake too narrow a view of the terms 
of the Convention under which it  would appear to be open to either Government to 
require a tariff to be mutually agreed upon and fixed after the expiry of five years, and 
the prohibition on its importation of Indian tea is specially limiter1 to the period of 
five years for which other goods are exempt, and unless and until a duty tariff 
is agreed upon. 

Letter from J. C. White, Esq., Politicrrl Officer i n  Silclcim, to the Co,nmissioner of tJte 
IZrq.slraJ~i Division, dated Guntok, the 13th July, 1901. 

(Extract,.) 

I have the honour t.o send an extract from a letter froln Mr. Bredon to 
Mr. Henderson. The interpretation of the regulations is an entirely new aud curious 
one, and I think the Govrrnnlrnt of India sllould know what the opinion of the Chinese 
Imperial Customs is. I think it mould he advisable to open the question officially of 
Indian tea being imported into Tibet a t  once, as there is sure to be much delay in  the 
negotiations. 

Annexure 3. 

Letter from M v .  R. E. Bredon to MI*. Hendrrson. 

My private opinion is that the underlying principle of the Convention is that trade i n  
Indian tea may not be commenced so long as other commodit,ies passing the frontier are 
exempt from duty. Other commodities are exempt from duty not for five years, but 
really for an indefinite period beginning after the expiry of five years from May 1694 and 
lasting as long a time as may intervene between May IS99 and the date when it may, by 
the two Governments, be "found desirable" to mutually agree upon and enforce a tariff. 
1 do not loolr upon the five years as the maximum, but as the minimum period, and I 
consider that the Indian tea trade shall not be engaged in until tlle tariff is mutually 
agreed on and ellforcetl. For some reasons it  11as not been found desirable to raise the 
tariff question, and I have so far believed in the lindesirability of raising it  for reasons 
which occur to me, but as long as it i~ not raiaccl and carried into effect, Indian tea has no 
right. of import into Tibet. 

r Illis 7 is my per~onal  opinion, for I harc 110 riglit to speak on behalf of either the 
Chinese or tl1p Tibetan Governmcnts. ant1 if you give it  t,o any Indian official, be careful 
you give it as such and no more. 

Enclosure 3 in No. 44. 

F r o m  th,e C h i e f  S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  G o n ~ r n n a c n t  of R e n g a l ,  D a r j e e l i n g ,  to the 
F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y ,  Sinzla ,  dated the 31st October ,  1901. 

(Telegraphic.) 

White sends from Sikkim following account of Ugyen Kazi's visit to  
1Uasa:-"I reached Lhasa about lone month after leaving Yatung, 
and on that  day presented the elephant, leopard, &c., to  the Dalai 
Lama. On tha t  day I told Chikyar Kempo that  I brought a letter from 
His Excellency the Viceroy. H e  reported this t o  the  Dalai Lama. On 



the fifth day af ter  my arrival, I gave His  Excellency's letter to  the Dalai 
Lama. The Chikyar Kempo went with me, but left the room, and there was 
&only a servant present who was serving tea. On this servant leaving the 
room, the Dalai Lama commenced to talk, at first, about things concerning 
Bhutan, and then about the Government. Regarding letter, the Dalai 
Lama said he could not take it without consulting the  Council and the 
Amban, and, as he knew they would not agree, he did not wish to  call them, 
and he said he was afraid the Chinese Amban would make a fuss and 
probably create a disturbance, in which case he could not be responsible 
for my life. H e  went on to say that  he was precluded from writing any 
letter to any Foreign Government, as during the time of Tangya Iling 
Demorin pochi an agreement was entered into by the Lamas, Sehaffis and 
Ambans that  no letters should be written without first consulting the 
Ambans. I then pointed out that  the letter was written by the greatest 
official under the King. To this the Dalai Lama answered that 
this agreement was not ,made  by him, but by his predecessor, 
and that he was very sorry, but could not receive a letter or 
send a n  answer. This he  repeated on two subsequent occasions 
when I went to  visit him, but that  he could not, by himself, break that 
agreement. "You know," he said, " t h a t  this agreement was made by 
Tangya Iling who, in his time, did a great deal of harm; he fought with 
China and Nepal, and even treated his own subjects badly." H e  also said 
that, since he had taken over the Government, he had quarrelled with no 
one and only wished to lead a holy life. With your Government, he said, 
he wished to live in amicable relations. "Your Government must not he 
angry with me. I have never done i t  any harm. I allow my subjects to 
trade in the products of the country, such as Yaks' tails and wool; but if 
any of the silbjects of your big Government come in here, I am afraid dis- 
turbances will follow." I pointed out that  allowing merchants in would 
do no harm; to  which he replied that that  might be, but that  he doubted 
i t ;  and pointed to the manner in which the Chinese and Nepalese were 
alway making trouble. The Dalai Lama also said that  he would try to 
get the agreement about writing broken, but that  it would take time. I 
asked him just to give me a line, saying that  he could not accept theviceroy's 
letter, but he refused again, saying that  i t  would be an infringement of the 
agreement. The Dalai Lama is a clever man, and is really sorry that  he 
was unable to accept the Viceroy's letter or send any letter. Also that  the 
Dalai Lama and the Chinese are not on good terms, but that  he fears them. 
This is all I can remember. 

No. 45. 
Despatch from thp S ~ c r e t a ~ y  of Stntcz for India to the Government of 

Indicc, rlnted 1 l th April,  1902. 

I have considered Your Excellency's letter, dated the 13th of 
February, 1902, proposing that the Political Oficer shollld tour along the 
frontier laid down according to  the Convention of 1890, and exclude the 
Tibetans from the grazing grounrls a t  Giaogong or elsewhere on the British 
side of the frontier. 

2. I assume that  the oflicer whom you despat,ch will be directed not 
to cross the border in any event, and that  he will be in a position to enforce 
the exclusion of the Tihetans from the British side of the frontier. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) GEORGE HAMILTON. 



Annevure 1 to No. 45. 

Lc~tte?. f i - o ~ ? ~  India OBcc to Foreig?~ Ofice,  dalod thr 14th Mco.ch, 1902. 

With referencr to Mr. Bertie's letter of the 16th dugust,  last, I am directed by Lord 
George Hamilton to request that he may be favoured with Lord Lansdowne's views upon 
the enclosed letter' from the Government of India stating the policy which that 
Government propose to pursue in regard to Tibet. 

Annesure 2 to No. 45. 

I laid before the hIarquess of Lansdo\vne your letter of the 14th instant, transmitting 
a copy of a despatch from tlie Government of Indla as to their relations with Tibet. 
His Lordship concurs with tlie Government of India in  believing that fnrther 
negotiations on this subject with the Chinese Government are not likely to lead to any 
satisfactory result, and that it \vill be necessary to resort to local action in order to vindicate 
British rights under the Convention of 1890. It  1s clearly for the Secretarj of State for 
India and tlie Govern~nent of India to decide what steps should be taken for this 
~ u r l ~ o s e ,  but the exclusion of the Tibetans from the grazing grounds of Giaogong is, 
so far as Lord Lansdowne is able to juclge, an appropriate and justifiable measure. 
His Lordship understands that should thia step prove inatlequata to induce the 
Thibetan authorities to enter into negotiations, the action to be taken subsequently will 
be matter for further discussion, and on this point he mould prefer to reserve his 
opinion. 

No. 46. 

Let ter  f rom t h e  Governl t~ent  of Znrlia, in the  Foreign Depar tmen t ,  to t h e  
R i g h t  Honourable Lord George P .  Hami l ton ,  H i s  ili?ajesty's Secretary  
of S ta te  f o ~  India,  dcrterl Simlcr, the 26th .June, 1902. (Reccivecl the 
14th  Jtrly, 1902.)  

(Extract.) 

W e  have the honour to enclose a c01)y of a letter" ~vhich  13-e have 
received from the Secretary to the Bengal 

*Dated 2nd , Clia1~1)er of Con~rne~rce, on the subject of the  
1!)02. trnclc in Indian tea nit11 Tibet. The  Chamber 

lepresent that the import of Incliail t ea  
into Tibet is 1.entleret1 iml)racticnble, partly by the heavy duty 

~ ~ h i c l i  may Ije leviecl on it, and partly by the 
ol,.;trnrtive at t i tude of the Tibetan Lamas, 

t ~ ~ ~ p l ) a t c h f r o ~ l l I ~ o r ~ l  Yonls Lorclshil) is a ~ v a r e t  that ,  thronghout the 
downe .q Government, cl:ttr(l 
the 4th . I U I ~ ,  IS!):). negotiations with resl)ect to the Tratle Regula- 

tions which are  appended to the Sikltim-Tibet 
Convention of 1890, the Chinese and Tibetall 

officials were strongly opl>osed to permitting trade in Indian tea on any 
conditions whatsoever, and that  the difliculty xvas only overcome by insert- 
ing a stipulation which prohibited t rade  in Indian tea during 111e hve 

No. 41.  
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years for  which other commodities were exempt from duty, but  provided 
tha t  i t  might  thereafter be admit ted into Tibet at a r a t e  of duty  not ex- 
ceeding t h a t  a t  which Chinese tea  is imported into England.  So f a r  aa 
we a re  aware, no tariff has yet  been imposed by the  Chinese Government, 
and  we have hitherto abstained from proposing tha t  negotiations 'owards 
this end should be opened at Peking,  since we entertained, and  still enter- 
tain, considerable doubt  a s  t o  t h e  probability of such negotiations being 
at tended with any  useful result ; nor a re  we confident t ha t ,  even if a reason- 
able duty  were imposed on Indian tea, t h e  Chinese Government would be 
able and  willing t o  overcome t h e  opposition of t he  Tibetan Lamas  and 
officials t o  i ts  introduction. 

W e  would suggest t ha t  the papers might be sent t o  Sir J ames  M'ackay 
for his consideration, since i t  is possible tha t ,  in his capacity of 
Special Conzmissioner for the revision of the Tientsin Treaty of Commerce 
with China, he  may have some opportunity of nloving in the  matter. 
A protest to the  Chinese Government against  the  evasion by the Tibetans 
of the  arranyement respecting the  import of Indian  t ea  need not, i n  our 
opinion, conflict with the independent action tha t  we a r e  now taking  upon 
the  Sikkim-Tibet border. A copy of this despatch, with enclosures, is under 
transmission to His  Britannic Majesty's Minister a t  Peking. 

Enclosure in No. 46. 

Letter fro,m W .  Parsons, Esq., Secretary, Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 
to the Secretary to the Governn~ent of Inclia, i n  the Finance and 
Commerce Department, dated Cc~lcutta, the 2nd April, 1902. 

(Extract .) 

I am directed by the Committ,ee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
t o  address you with reference t o  a subject on which the  Committee have 
received a relxesentation from the General Committee of the Indian Tea 
Association. I refer to the trade in Indian tea with Tibet. This  
question is one which has engaged the attention of the Indian Tea. 
Association for some two or three years past. During, t.hat period they have 
made such enquiries as  have been possible into the circumstances and con- 
ditions of the trade. The  general results of these enquiries go to show 
that  practically no Inclinn tea is drunk in Tibet. There is a large 
trade in tea, but it is confined entirely to the China product. 
The object which the General C'oinniittee of the Indian Tea Asso- 
ciation have had in view has been to ascertain the reasons for t he  
limited trade in Indian tea in the region referred to, and to fornzulate 
measures which may he calculated to improve the trade. There would 
appear  t o  be no doubt t h a t  these reasons are  of a two-fold nature, some 
being polit.ica.1, and others having reference to the quality and  appearance 
of the ten itself. W i t h  the latt,er, of course, there is no necessity to deal 
in  this letter, as  i t  is the husiness of the growers of tea t o  supply the article 
suitable t o  the wants of the countries in which the!. desire to estnh- 
lish trade. I t  is the former to which the Coln~nittee of the  
Chamber wish to direct the attelltion of the Government of India. 
With reqnrd to Tibet, it is neces.qnl,\- to refel to the Trade Regnla- 
tions which were appended in  1894 to the Sikkim-Tihet Convention of 1890. 
These Reg~llntions were d r n ~ ~ r n  I I ~  and agreed upon by the Chinese Govern- 
ment and the Government of Inclia. They provided, inter alia, t ha t  genera1 
imports into Tihet throygh Yatllng shonlcl he exempted from taxation for  
a period of five years ending on 30th Apri l ,  1899. Bu t  they also stipulated 
tha t  throughout t,hat period Indian tea should not he imported vili Yatnng, 



and that,  a f te r  the expiration of the five years, i t  should be admitted, but  
subject to a duty not exceeding tha t  levied upon China t ea  imported into 
Great Bri tain.  Yatung, i t  should be noted, is one of the  so-called Treaty 
Ports  of the Chinese Empire. A s  the  Government of Ind ia  a r e  aware, i t  
was established a s  such in  1894 under the  Regulations mentioned, with t h e  
object of developing the t rade  across the Sikkim-Tibet frontier. I n  this i t  
has been successful, a s  the volume of imports and  exports has considerably 
increased since i ts  opening, even in spite of the difficulties which have been 
placed in  the way of merchants by the Tibetan authorities. The Committee 
understand t h a t  the  Chinese Government a re  bound by treaty not to levy 
a t  thn Treaty Por ts  a ra te  of import duty  higher t han  5 per  cent., ad 
valorc rn, upon any description of merchandise. But, as  i t  has been already 
shown, Indian  tea  sent through Yatung was placed outside the  scope of 
this provision by the  Regulations of 1894. A t  the present moment, it is 
open to the Customs authorities at Yatung to charge Ian import duty equiva- 
lent t o  6d. per lb. on all Indian  teas. The teas drunk in  Tibet a r e  of a 
very inferior description, and such a ra te  of duty would be equal t o  about 
150 t o  200 per cent. on their value, which, i t  will be acknowledged, would 
prove a n  exceptionally severe t a s .  U p  to the  present the Committee have 
not been able to ascertain if the Chinese Customs officers intend to levy t h e  
duty a t  this, the  maximum rate, as  it, has not been possible to induce any 
Tibetan traders  to take tea into Yatung. One o r  two at tempts in  t h i s  
direction have been made, but they have been unsuccessful, a s  the  men have 
declined to accept the tea on the ground that ,  i f  they sold it ,  they would 
be punished by the Lamas. The position, so f a r  as  Tibet is concerned, is 
therefore tha t ,  by reason of the Trade  Regulations of 1894, the Chinese 
Government may, if they choose, levy a f a r  heavier duty upon Ind ian  t ea  
than upon any other produce, and that ,  in addition to this disability, t h e  
Lamas do their best to discourage its importation. The Coinillittee have now 
explained what is, so far as they understand the question, the position taken 
up with reference to Indian tea in Tibet. The Committee fully recogilise 
that there may be difficulties in the nTay of the Goverilnzent of India taking 
action with the  view of improving the present position. Bu t  a t  the same 
time the representatives of the Indian Tea Industrjl a r e  anxious and eager 
to take advantage of any opening 1v11ich presents itself for the expansion 
of their trade, and especially do they desire to develop new markets i n  what  
are known to be tea-drinlring countries. I t  has been pointed out to the  
Committee tha t  advantage might he taken of the Mission of S i r  James  
Mackay to Shanqhai to induce the Chinese authorities to make some bene- 
ficial changes. There can be no valid reason \vhy India11 tea should be 
placed in Tibet on n tlifferent footing to other 1)roduce. I11 the view of 
the Committee, probably the eaciest way of surmownting the difficulties in 
Tibet would be to r e l ~ a l  t h ~  clause of the Regulations of 1894 wllic11 refers 
t o  the rate of clntv, and to adillit Indian ten illto Yatung at  the same ]*ate 
as  is charged on other mo.chnndice. I am to e\;l)~,ess the hope, in conclusion. 
that  the Government of Tntlia will take this ~na t t c r  into their most careful 
and early conqideration : and i f  they call .;ee their way to take actioil in 
the direction suggested, they would confer a great benefit on the Inclinn Ten 
Industry. 

No. 47. 

Wc have the 11onour to refer to Your LOI-dship's despatch, dated the  
11th April, 1902, regarding the proposed tour of our Political Officer for 
Sikkim 011 the Sikki~n-Tibetan border. 



2. We enclose copies of correspondence with the  Government of 
Bengal, from which Your Lordship will observe that  the plan 
indicated in our despatch, datecl the 13th February, 1902, has 
been somewhat modified to suit the local conditinns. I n  view of 
the  information contained in the letter from the Government of 
Bengal, dated the 23rd April, 1902, we considered that  it was 
undesirable, without further enquiry, to frame any general rules for 
t h e  conduct of grazing in Sikkim, and that  the  most suitable method of 
asserting our Treaty rights, under present conditions, would be to exclude 
from Sikkim such Tibetan posts and officials as might be found on our 
side of the  boundary. With this object in view, the Political Officer for 
Sikkim has been directed to  march to  the  Giaogong plateau with a small 
escort of 150 men. It will be his duty to  direct the withdrawal from Sik- 
kim territory of any Tibetan posts near Giaogong or elsewhere on the 
Sikliim side of the border, and he  will also take the  opportunity to enquire 
into and report on the question of the  levy of grazing fees. 

3. W e  do not propose to  order the  erection of boundary pillars in the 
neighbourhoocl of Giaogong, since we anticipate that ,  after Mr. White's 
return from the  frontier, they would certainlv not be left undisturbed, and 
the  instructions to this effect and for the demarcation of the  frontier, which 
are  contained in the Bengal Government's letter t o  the  Commissioner 
of the Rajshahi Division, datecl 9th June, 1902, have been modified by our 
telegram to that  Government of the 11th June. We doubt also the desir- 
ability of restoring the pillars originally erected on the Jelap, Donchuk and 
Doko passes, unless we can secure their preservation. On this point we 
shall await Mr. White's report. Your Lordship will observe that  we have 
directed that  Mr. White should be careful to  avoid crossing the frontier a t  
any point. 

4. W e  trust that  our proceedings will be approved. 

We have, &c., 

(Signed) CURZON. 
A. P. PALMEB. 
T. RALEIGH. 
E. R. ELLES. 
A. T. ARUNDEL. 
DENZIL IBBETSON. 
J. F. FINLAY. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 47 

L e l l r r  ~ ~ O I I I  .I. 7;. Il'ood, Esy., LTrl , ler-Secret l rr  to the ( ;o rer t~nae l~ t  cj '  I~l t l icr ,  
li'oroiYln D e l ) r i r t n z ~ ~ ~ t ,  to t l ~ r  I l o n o ~ r r ~ i l ~ l c  J f r .  .J. 11. Hozirtl i l lo~z,  ('.S.f., f % i e t  
S ~ c r c t t o . ! /  to thi' ( ;o~?er . r~  tnettt n i  l1eti l /n/ ,  / f a t e d  Port Il'illiccn~, thc $211/1  
. l / ( ~ ~ ~ ( ~ l l ,  1 902. 

(Extract.) 

I am directed to state, for the i ~ ~ f o r ~ n a t i o n  of the Lieutenant- 
Govel~nor, that. Hi. Majesty's Secretary of Sta.te for Intlia. was 
addressed on the 13th Fel~ruary last on the subject of the policy 
which shoultl be pi~rsned in future towards Til)et. Pending receipt 
of a reply, no definite instructions can he issned; but i t  is possihle 
that  steps may he taken to recover fees from ally Tiheta.ns who 
may in fut,ure bring their flocks and herds to the grazing-grounds a t  
Giaogong or elsewhere on tlie British side of the border, as defined by the 
Convention of 1800. Untlei. Article I 9  of the Tratle and Pasturage Itegu- 
lations of 1893, it will be necessary first to give notice of the regulations for 
this object, a.nd i t  .r\-ould be desirable to give the Chinese Frontier 



Officer ample warning in advance. I a m  accordingly to request t ha t  t h e  
Government of India  may be furnished, with the  least possible delay, with 
the opinion of t he  Lieutenant-Governor as  t o  the  scale of fees which should 
be levied from Tibetan graziers. It would be convenient if the rules pro- 
posed by the  Lieutenant-Governor were embodied in a document which 
could be transmitted to  the  Chinese Frontier Officer. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 47. 

Letter from the IIonourable Mr. J. A. L'ourdillor~, C.S.1 , ( ; / ~ i e ~ '  Secr.et(ir-!j to tire 
Government ?f Berlgcd, to II. S. Ijarnes, Esg., Cf.>'.I., ISecretnr!/ to the 
Governine~zt o j  India,  I;orei:jn D ~ p a r t n ~ e n t .  dater1 J)arje~lirty, the 2:ir.d 
April, 1902. 

(Extract.) 

With  reference to the letter from the Under-Secretary to t h e  Govern- 
ment of Ind ia  in the Foreign Department, dated the 22nd of March 
last, and  subsequent telegram of reminder, I an1 now directed to 
lay before the  Government of India all the  information available t o  the  
Lieutenant-Governor in  regard to the fees which i t  is proposed to levy from 
the Tibetan graziers in  the Giaogong plateau i n  Sikkim. The Licuteuant- 
Governor hoped to be able to rnalie a definite recommendrtion on the J U I ) -  

ject soon after  reaching Darjecling, but it now appears tha t  the Commis- 
sioner has little or  110 special information in his office on the  matter,  and  
tha t  the  Political Officer in Sikkim is on tour a t  a distance from his head- 
quarters, and cannot be consulted without some delay. H e  is not very 
far, however, from the Giaogong pastures, and  i t  is likely that  owing to  this  
circumstance the  information which he will eventually supply will be the  
more authentic, though belated. I n  these circunlstances the  conclusions 
and recoinnlendatio~ls to be stated belo\v are of a provisioilal character. 
and are  subject t o  modification after  the receipt of MI. \vhite's report. 
Grazing by Tibetans in  Sikkirn territory takes place to a consid- 
erable extent in three main areas only, viz., (1) the  eastern bordel between 
the Je lap  and Chola passes; (2) the Lachen area comprising the valleys 
of the Z e ~ n u  or  Lhonak and of the P h d o n g  Chu;  and (3) the Giaogong 
plateau. I11 1890 Mr. I'a111, C.I.E., was deputed to visit these ~ ~ c ~ i o n s  in 
connection with the grazing question; he succeeded in reaching the t n o  
first of thc  areas mentioned above, but could not visit Giaogong, so tha t  
no information can be gathered from his reports concerning the arca now i11 
question. I n  the eastern pastures he ascertained tha t  there were altogether 
68 graziers, of whom 1 3  were pure Tibetans, 5 British subjects, and  the  
remainder Siltkimese; tlie latter alone paid any grazing-fees, and i t  was 
found tha t  the rate  of fees was very arbitrary, though there was some 
suggestion of a standard fee of Rs. 6-8 for a license to graze, there bein:; 
no restriction on the number of cattle to be grazed under the  license. I n  
the Lachen area Mr. Paul  found tha t  a good many Sikkimese were in the  
habit of migrating into the Giaogong tract for grazing purposes, and of 
sending their cattle into Tibet, while a number of Tibetans a t  the proper 
season of the year were accustomed to come down with their cattle into t h e  
Giaogong area. In to  the Lungmachu and Lhonak valleys, and  the  Chol- 
amu and Phalung tracts, Tibetans used to bring their cattle t o  graze, b n t  
there was at  one time n good deal of quarrelling over t he  matter : this lyas 
finally settled in 3867 by a private arrangement to t he  effect t h a t  the  
Tibetans were to pay a license-fee of Rs. 7-8 each, while the  Sikkimese 
were to be allowed to graze their herds in Tibet as  before. Mr.  Pau l  
also reported that  from n date prior to this agreement the  Silrkimese used 
both sidcs had been given 11p by tacit  agreement. Mr.  Pan1 appendcd 
to his report suqgestions for the sollition of the grazing question. 
and a f t e r  finding that ,  as  a fact, grazing on both sides 1vas 1,rac- 
tically free, he finally recommended that  "each party should br 
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allowed to  graze freely according to  former practice in the  tracts beyond 
their respective boundaries . . . either without payment of fees, or 
subject to  the same fees as those levied from the native graziers of these 
tracts," and he expressed a strong preference for no fees at all. 
Upon the information now before him, the Lieutenant-Governor is 
disposed to  think that ,  if fees are imposed a t  all, the  fee should be a small 
one. It is understood that  the design of the Government of India is not 
to  derive any considerable revenue from the  tax, but merely to levy i t  in 
token of suzerainty and possession. I t  has just been mentioned that  a 
fee of Rs. 7-8 mas amicably settled as a fair charge for a grazing license 
in the  Lhonak and Lungmachu valleys, and as the Giaogong pastures seem 
t o  be of a somewhat similar character though a t  a higher elevation, the 
Lieutenant-Governor considers tha t  a fee of Rs. 5 would be a reasonable 
demand, no restriction being placed on the number of cattle to be grazed 
for that  sum, and the  fee being accepted in kind if there are difficulties in 
the way of cash payments. I n  this connection I am to  say that  the 
Lieutenant-Governor has been much impressed by the evidence in the 
papers before him of the extent to which the Sikkimese share in the grazing 
on these upland pastures, and of their custom of grazing their cattle in 
Tibet. It seems clear that, i f  fees are levied from Tibetans who bring 
their  herds into Sikkim, they will retaliate by levying fees from Sikkim 
graziers in Tibet, and that  some friction and bad feeling must ensue. 
I n  face of a question of Imperial policy, a consideration of this kind 
is of minor importance, but the point seems to be worthy of mention. 
The Lieutenant-Governor will finally advise when he has received 
the Political Officer's report. The amount of the fee is after all of no very 
great importance so long as i t  is not excessive: and Sir John Woodburn is 
informed tha t  whatever the amount, it is not likely to  be paid willingly. 
The levv of the  fees will require the support of a party of troops as escort 
to the Political Officer, and the mere fact of their presence will effectively 
assert the  occupation and possession of the British Government. 

Enclosure 3 in No. 47 

L~t ter  from the Uonournhl~ Ilr. .J. Roz~rili//o~z, C.S.T., Chief Secretary to 
the /*'ol*ertzmeilt of ET:etl!p/, to  H. S. Rnrizo.s, Esy., C.S.J., Secretary to the 
Goclernnletlt yf Iiul;fr, If70rei!j~~ Beljcirt~t~etzt, clnt~d ISczrjeeling, the 26th April, 
1901. 

I n  continuation of ma. letter of thc 23rd instant, I am now 
directed to say tha t  the Lieutenant-Governor has heard from the 
T'olitical Officer, Sikkim, on the subject of the fees to be levied for grazing 
on the Giaogong plateau, but there is nothing in his recommendation to 
induce His Honour to vary the recommendations already submitted, which 
may, therefore, be accepted as final. 

Enclosure 4 in No. 47. 

L'rorti the A ~ r c i ! / i ~  ,Sec-t.rfnry, Sirnlrz, to the Chi~j '  Secretary to the Governn,ent 
I!/' Eet~!l/rl, Lh~t-;cc/ii7!/, fl(itcrl tIte 2 l s t  JIay, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your letters of 33ril and 26th April. It is considered undesir- 
able to frame any pasturage ~~cgulntions or to impose grazing-fees 
on Tihetans in Siltltirri without fr~rther enquiry. But with the approval 
of the Secretary of State i t  has heen tlecidecl to assert our Treaty 
rights as regard< ihe bounclary hy excluding Tibetan posts and officials 
f ~ n m  our s~t le  of *he frontier. It is proposed therefore that  White should 
tour to Giaogong tnis sum:ner with a. small escort, should direct all Tibetan 



posts there or elsewhere on our side of the border to withdraw and should 
utilise the opportunity to enquire into and report on grazing question stat- 
ing his op!njon whether grazing should be free as heretofore, only under 
our supervision, whether a. fee sllould 'ut: levied, and, if so, whether i t  should 
be levied only from Tibetans or be of general application. H e  should also 
take the opportunity, if possible, to march up to  and along the water-part- 
ing on the 'Giaogong plateau which according to the Treaty forms the 
boundary. Please report where White is, when he could start, and what 
escort he would propose to take. It is understood there are two companies 
of Gurkhas a t  Gangtok. Probably 150 men from this detachment should 
be sufficient. If considered necessary to move any troops to  Gangtok in 
support please telegraph Lieutenant-Governor's recommendation. 

Enclosure 5 in No. 47. 

From the Chief Secretary to the Governmetlt o f  Ileagal, to the liorei!!n Srcretnr!/, 
Simla, dntett Darjeeliilg, 23rd illny, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your telegram, 21st May. White is now here, and has been consulted. 
H e  proposes to start from Gangtok 15th June,  because passes are not really 
open nor sufficient grass available before that  date. Stores would he 
despatched quietly beforehand to Ta~igu which would be his base. There 
are 200 Gurkhas a t  Gangtok, White would take 150. Lieutenant-Governor 
considers that  no troops need be sent to Gangtok in support. 

Enclosure 6 in No. 47. 

Prom the Forei!p~ bCec.retar?/, Sindo, to the Cllicf Secretary to the Governii1ent 
qf Bcngtzl, Dnrjcelit,!/, rlat~tl the 25th .\fa!/, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your telegram 23rcl R4ny. White's proposed arrangements are 
approved. 

Enclosure 7 in No. 47. 

(Telegraphic.) 
The Lieutenant-Governor understands that  the Political Officer, Bik- 

kim, will restore the boundary pillars that were pulled down. Have the 
Government of India any further instructions to give on the subject? 

Enclosure 8 in No. 47. 

Letter from the JI~nonrnhle dlr .  C. 13. I~ucX~lc~trd, c.1.13., ('hie( Sectretar!/ to the 
Got.ernmr91t o/ I,'e~i!~tr/, to t11e Sccretai-!I to the C;over~zrrie~it of Itldia, in the 
F ' o ~ e i ~ ~ n ,  lIrl,artrneizt, drrtt~tl 3arjecllit/g, t h ~  11/11 Jurle, 1!)02. 

With reference to the telegraphic correspondence ending with my 
message, dated the 8th instant, I am directed to submit, for the informn- 
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tion of the Government of India, the accompanying copy of my le t te r ,  
dated the 9th idem, to the address of the Commissioner of the Rajshahi 
D i v i s i o n ,  cont,aining instructions for the Political Officer, Sikkim, in con- 
nection with his deputation to the Siltkim-Tibet frontier. 

Annexure. 

Letter fi.0117 the Hono?~rrcble Vr. G. E. Bucklnnd, C.I E... Chief Secretnry to the Government 
of Ber~gnl  to the Comr,tissioner o j  the Rujshnhi Diviszon, dated Darjeeling the 9t 
June, 1902. 

I am directed to inform you that it  has been decided by the Goveri~ment, of India that 
our Treaty rights should be asserted in respect of t.he boundary between Sikkim and Tibet 
as laid down in Articles I and 111 of the Convention of the 17th March, 1890, by expelling 
any Tibetan posts and officials found at  Giaogong or elsewhere on the Sikkim side of the 
front,ier described in Article I. I t  has been determined, therefore, that Mr. White, the 
Political Officer for Sikkim, should proceed to Giaogong f ~ r t ~ h w i t b ,  accompanied by an 
escort of 1-50 Gurkhas nuder t,wo British officers from t,he detwhment at  Gangtok, and 
thence march along the  water-parting to the north and west of the Donkia pass, construct 
bounrlary pillars where necessary, and direct all Tibetan posts and officials to retire and 
remain on their side of the boundary, using force if required, for the purpose. I t  is left to 
BIr. \\hit,e to decide as he thinks lit whether he should keep the whole escort with him 
throughout 01. leave part of it a t  Tanau or any other base as circumstances may require 
from time to time. Mr. White will subsequently proceed to re-erect the boundary pillars 
which were pnllecl down hy the Tibetaus i n  1895. I am to request that you will a t  
once forwart1 these inetructions to Mr. White. 

2. 7'he military authorities have ifisued the necessary order8 for the escort above 
mentioned to accompany the Political Officer, and Gangtok will be reinforced by a British 
officer and 40 men of the Bombay Native Infantry Regiment from Dinapore. A military 
officer has been detailed to join the party for intelligence work, ancl two medical officers, 
British and N:ltive, will accompany the Political Officer, who will provide the transport 
required during t,he whole tour. 

3. I t  is  intended that Mr. T h i t e  should utilize this opportunity to enquire into and 
report on the whole qnestion of the grazing of cattle and sheep on both sides of the frontier, 
stating his opinion whether grazing shonld be free as heretofore (only under Government 
supervision), whether fees should be levied, and, if so, whether they should be levied only 
from Tibelans or from all graziers generally. 

4. During his march along the wi~tershed, the Political Officer should make as complete 
a scient,ific: sur\-ey as possible of tlrr frontier on both sides, including whatever can be seen 

Tibet. For this purpose he is authorised to employ Rineing Kaxi, now in Sikkim 
(formerly Court Surveyor in Darjeeling), on RE. 60 a month and travelling allowance, and 
Lc)bz;~ng bIunshi, now Interpreter anrl Surveyor in the employ of the Silrlcim State. I t  is 
underst,,~ocl that Mr. White has already all the necessary inat,ruments, with the exception 

one or two thermo~neters, which he is permitted to obtain from the Survey Department, 
as well :hs any other instruments required to snpply deficiencies or omissions. As he will 
I~ l~ohably  attain consitlerable altitudes a1111 will be exploring comparatively new country, 
>I1.. White shonld take a complete s r t  of pht~togral)hs r n  ?-v~rle, and for this purpose t.he 
~ , ~ l ~ c l l n s r  of a tr-lephoto lens at a cost ~f i~bont  g25 is sanctioned. Copies of any such 
I,l~otographs nlloultl be sul~miftecl to Government wit,h Mr. White's reports. 

5. the Political Oflicer will he marching over very high ant1 little traversed 
c.ountry, he may have opportunities of atlding to the scientific lcnowleilge and natural 
liistory of those regions. mhicl~ h;ive harflly been ap~)roachetl by Europeans since the visit 
of s i r  Joseph Hoolcer, G.C.H. He xhonltl, therefore, carefully collect such specimens as he 
lnap find of the animalfi, hirds, bnttertlies, plants, geological formation, kc., of Upper 
Si1tlii111, ancl for\vard t,henl hereafter to Government. 

6. To enable Mr. White to meet the expenees of t.he transport which he has to proride, 
i t ,  has been arranged that a sum Hs. 8,000 will be pair1 as a preliminary mcoaure to 
.Messrs. . Jet~null  Lihojraj L Co.,o€ Darjeeling, the Siltkim State Bankers, who will give the 
l'olitical Officer credit for that amount at (iangtok. He shonld submit a full etatement of 
hid expenditure in clue course. 

7. As the I ~ i g h  altitucles which Mr. White will have t,o ascend are likely to be more 
free f ~ ~ , m  enow t l u r i ~ ~ g  .July 2nd 811:;nst thxn at ;ruy other t.ime of the year, he should 
elldearour to start, with his escort,, from Gangtok not later than the 15th of June, 
if possible. 

8. The Political Olficer will untlcrstand that the ohjcctfl of his tour are to assert our 
'l'reatp rights, by deninrcating the 1)ouurIary an(l rrmoring all Tihetan gnards ant1 oficials 
from the Siklcim side of the frolrtirr. 1-It! ~ l ~ o n l t l ,  thvreforc?, not tlist,urb any Tibetan 
graxiers or traders whom Ire may fir111 to he pe;rcc.ahly engagecl thereill : but, while treating 
them with carefril conrt~fiyantl frirntlliries~, lle shn~iltl not allow thrm to nnppose t,hat they 
have any rights wit l~in ihc area cluimccl on l~ehnlf of Hiltkiln on the gronntl t.hat they are 



not being ejected by him. On no account ~ u u ~ t  the Politicnl Oflicer cross the honntlar\- if 
by any means it can be avoided. Sbonld the Chinese Frontier Officer at Yatung appear 
before Rir. White and make enquiries or objections to his ~woceetlings. there is no reaRon 
why Mr. White should not inform that oIficer \vhat h ~ s  inarroctions are, or allow him to 
accomparly his camp if he tlesires to do so, ancl \\.itliout interr~ipling his rnarch forward to 
Govel-nment for orders any communication that officer rnay desire to malre. I n  the event 
of complicatione arising, Jlr. White ~ h o u l d  maintain his position, report the circumstnnces 
and apply for the orders of Government. 

9. As YOU are absent on tour a copy of these in~truct ions has been forwarded direct to 
the Political Officer for Sikkim. 

Enclosure 9 in No. 47. 

From the Foreign Secretary, Simla, to the Chief Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Darjeeling, dated the l l t h  June, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your telegram 8th June. Viceroy discussed question of boundary 
pillars with White at Darjeeling. There seems to be no advantage in 
erecting pillars in neighbourhood of Giaogong which would be pulled down 
as soon as our backs were turned. It is more important to prevent viola- 
tion of frontier than to demarcate it, even were latter possible. 

The pillars near Jelap La, Donchuk and Doko passes are on different 
footing, having been actually erected and afterwards destroyed by Tibetans. 
Unless, however, we can secure their preservation i t  seems hardly worth 
while to restore them. 

White should be careful nowhere to  cross the frontier. 

Enclosure 10 in No. 47. 

From th,e Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Dar- 
jesling, to the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 14th June, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your telegram, dated llt.11, in ~vhicli Lieutenant-Governor entirely 
concurs. White has been instructed accordingly. 

Enclosure 11 in No. 47 

Letter f r o ~ n  the Secretary to the Government of India, in the Foreign De- 
partment, to the Honourable Mr. C. E. Bucl~land, C . I . E . ,  Chief Secra- 
tary to the Government of Bengal, dated Simln, the 7th Judy, 1902. 

With reference to your letter, dated the l l t h  June, 1902, enclos- 
ing. R copy of the instructions issued through the Conlmissioner of the 
Rajshahi Division for tlie guidance of the Political Officer, Sikkim, in 
connection with his deputation to the Silrliirn-Tibet frontier, I am to invite 
your attention to the modification of those instructions in regard to the 
erection of boundary pillars and the demarcation of the frontier which is 
contained in my telegram to you of the 11th Jnne. It is not proposed that  
Mr. White should erect, boundary pillars in tlie neighbourhood of Giaogong, 
and tlie Govcrnrnent of India ent,ertain doubts as to the advisability of 
restoring the pillars originally erected on the Jelap, Donchuk and Doko 
passes unlcss adequate arrangements can be made for their prcservation. 
On the lattcr point the Government of India will await the Political 
Officer's report. 



No. 48. 

Prom Sir E.  Sa luu;  lo i h e  Nat~qzi~ss of Lansclou~ne, dated Peking, 
August 2, 1902 (Received August 2). (Tetegraphic.) 

There has been going the rounds of the press an  Agreement in regard 
to Tibet alleged to  have been secretly made between Russia and China. 
I n  return for a promise to uphold the integrity of China, the entire interest 
of China in Tibet mould be relinquished to  Russia. A Chinese news- 
paper published in Soochow seems to  have originated this rumour. 

No. 49. 

Despatch from Sir E.  Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne, dated 
Peking, August 5,  1902 (Received September 29). 

With reference to my telegram of the 2nd August, I have the 
honour to  enclose a newspaper cutting containing what purports to  be 
the text of a n  Agreement between Russia and China in regard to Tibet. 
I have no reason to believe that  any such document has been signed. 

Enclosure in No. 49. 

Extract from the " China Times" of July 18, 1902. 

The twelve clauses of a Secret Agreement between Russia and China 
concerning Tibet have just come t o  light. They furnish interesting 
reading :- 

1. The Chinese Government, conscious that  China's power is weaken- 
ing, agrees to relinquish her entire interest in Tibet, with all privileges 
and benefits, to Russia, in exchange for Russian support and assistance in 
maintaining the integrity of the Chinese Empire. 

2. Ri~ssia pledges herself so soon as her interests in Tibet. have been 
secured to assist China in every way to uphold the integrity of the Empire. 

3. In the event of any trou bie occurring in the interior of China which 
the Chinese Government finds itself unable to cope with, Russia under- 
takes to  suppress it.  

4. Russia will hereafter establish Government officers in Tibet, and 
control Tibeta.n affairs. 

5.  China will have the privilege (or right) of appointing Consuls to  
Thibet. 

6. Russia undertakes to protect all Chinese trading in Tibet. 
7. Chinese criminals escaping to Tibet will be arrested by the 

Russian authorities and handed back to China. 

8. Chinese merchandize imported into Tibet shall be either duty free 
or very lightly taxed. 

9. Russian olficials in Tibet will not be allowed to oppress the 
Tibetans. 

10. Russia undertakes not to introduce the Christian religion forcibly 
into Tibst. 



11. All mining and railway interests will be in Russian hands, but 
Chinese will be allowed to participate. 

12. Russia undertakes in the construction of railway lines or forts 
not to destroy or interfere with temples or other sacred spots. 

No. 50. 

Despatch from the Secretary of State for India to the Government of India, 
dated 15th August, 1902. 

I have received your letter of 10th July last, reporting the modified 
instructions which you have issued regarding the tour of the Political 
Officer for Sikkim on the Sikkim-Tibetan frontier. 

2. Your proceedings are approved. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. HAMILTON. 

No. 51. 

From Sir  E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne, dated Peking, 
August 30th, 1902. (Telegraphic.) 

I learn from Prince Ch'ing that  a report from the Resident in 'Tibet 
states that  the Sikkim Political Officer had proceeded to Giaogong with 
over 100 troops, and that  he had pitched camp in the Nachin pass and 
destroyed the barrier there. 

H e  says he is not aware of the object of White's being on the frontier, 
and that  he had received no previous intimation from the Government of 
India. H e  has requested the Dalai Lama to a t  once send a Representative 
to take par t  in the negotiation, and has deputed the Prefect H o  to  proceed 
to  Khamba and confer with White. 

The Prince asks that  the Officer Commanding the troops may be in- 
structed to refrain from any action pending arrival of Chinese officer, when 
matters can be discussed amicably. H e  fears that  proceedings of British 
Resident are likely to be misunderstood by the Tibetans. 

No. 52. 

From thw Marquess of L a n s d o l ~ ~ n ~  t o  Sir E .  Satol~l, dated 
September 1, 1902. (Tetcg~~aphic.) 

With reference to your telegram of the 2nd ultimo, referring 
to Russia and Tibet. The Chinese Govern~nent should be warned against 
the conclllsion of any arrangement of this Irincl; and yon should intimate 
to them a t  the same time that  His Mn.jest,y's Governlnent wonld, in that  
event, be certainly forced to take steps for protecting the interests of Great 
Britain. 



No. 53. 
Despatch fro711 S i r  E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne, dated 

Peking, September 2, 1902. (Received October 27.) 

With reference to my telegram to your Lordship of the 30th 
ultimo, I have the honour to  transmit herewith copy of a note from the 
Chinese Government respecting tlie alleged violation of the Tibetan fron- 
tier by the Political Officer in Sikkim. 

Enclosure in  No. 53. 

Note from Prince !Ih'ing to Sil- E. Sntow, dated August 22, 1902. 

(Translation.) 

A despatch has just been received by this Board from His  Excellency 
the Imperial Resident in Tibet, s tat ins that on the 23rd June, he received 
a Report from the Sub-prefect and other officials of Chumbi to  the effect 
that  the British Political Officer in Sikkim, Mr. White, had proceeded with 
a force of over 100 troops to Giaogong; and by another report received 
from a petty military officer a t  Khamba, received on the 1st July, i t  was 
alleged that  on the 26th June, Mr. White and four other officers, accom- 
panied by troops, had brolren down the barrier in the Na Chin Pass, and 
had pitched their camp there. 

The Imperial Resident points out that  when in the past there have 
been any questions demanding settlement between the two countries, the 
Indian Government has always previously notified him. On this occasion, 
however, he has received no communication on the subject and is ignorant 
of Mr.  White's intention in coming to  the frontier, which is liable to be 
misunderstood by the ignorant 'l'ihetans. 

The Imperial Resident has, therefore, deputed a civil official, the 
Prefect of Ho Kuarlghsieh, to proceed to Khamba and hold a consultation 
with Mr. White. H e  has, further, informed the Dalai Lacma, and re- 
quested hirn to also send a representative without delay to join in the 
negotiations. 

While personally addressing the Government of India, he also requests 
this Board to ask your Excellency to telegraph to the Viceroy of India 
for information as to Mr. White's intentions in his present visit to the 
frontier, and to urge that he should notify the Imperial Resident regarding 
the matter ~vhich he desires to discuss, so that  i t  may be settled by mutual 
consultation; ahove all, that  he need not bring troops and so alarm and 
arouse the sllspicion of the Tibetans. 

The above communication having reached this Board, we have the 
honour to state that  throughout the many years of cordial relations which 
have existed between Great Britain and China, i t  has always been the 
practice when questions h-ave arisen between India and Tibet for His 
Excellency the Viceroy to first notify the Imperial Resident of Tibet 
and to settle the matters in amicable consultation. 

I n  the present case British officers appear to have led troops to the 
Tibetan frontier without any previous notice, and to have there broken 
down a barrier in the pass. Such action is liable to create misunder- 
standings among the ignorant Tibetans and give rise to trouble. 

I therefore have t.he honour to request your Excellency to telegraph 
to his Excellency the Viceroy of India and to ask that  instr~ct~ions ma,y 
be issued to the Officer Commanding the troops in question to refrain from 



any action until the arrival of the Imperial Resident's deputy, when matters 
can be amicably discussed, and on no account to allow his troops to proceed 
further lest the suspicions of the Tibetans should .be aroused. 

While awaiting the honour of a reply for the information of the Im- 
perial Resident, I avail, &c., 

No. 54. 

From the !Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir  E. Satow, dated S e ~ ~ t e n ~ b e r  4, 1902. 
(Telegmphic.) 

With reference to your telegram of the 30th ultimo : You should 
inform the  Chinese Government that the Tibetans have consistently 
refused to  observe both trade and boundary clauses of the 1890 
Convention. Hoping that  an  arrangement might be possible, we have left 
them undisturbed in one portion of Sikkim territory; but since all attempts 
a t  negotiations have proved unsuccessful, we propose t o  make effective 
our 'Treaty right. to  the corner of Sikkim, which they now occupy. 
The withdrawal from Sikltim territory of any Tibetan posts near 
Giaogong or elsewhere on the Sikkim side of the border is being directed 
by the Political Officer for Sikkim, who has proceeded thither with an  escort 
for that purpose. 

No. 55. 
From Sil* E. Satow to the 114arqz~ess of Lansdowne, dated Pelcing, 

September 8, 1902. (I'elegraphic.) 

To-day I saw Prince Ch'ing and the Minis~ers  of the Foreign Board 
with reference to Pour Lordship's telegram of September 1st. I gave 
them warning in Your Lordship's words, and said, that  His Majesty's 
Government would regard any alteration of the political stutz~s quo in 
Tibet most seriously. The Prince strongly denied that there was any such 
agreement, and begged me to state this in his name to Your Lordship. 
Ch'ii, who is a member of the Grand Council, and is also one of the 
Ministers, made the sanle declaration. They both declared that  no such 
arrangement had ever formed a subject of discllssion between the Chinese 
and Russian Governments. 

No. 56. 

Despatclr /rout S i r  E. Soto119 to tlre d4nr.qzr~ss of Ltrnsdoli*ne, dated 
Peking. S p p t ~ n ~ b e r  9, 1902. (Receiv~d October 27.) 

With refe,.ence to Iny despatch of the 2nd Septenlber, I have 
the honour to inclose col)y of n note to Prince Ch'ing, recording the obser- 
vations I made, to His Highness a t  illy interview with the Foreign Board 
respecting SiliBim-Tibet frontier q~iestion. The Prince said that  he 
had no rnoro l-ecent I1ew.s than the Report from the Chinese Resident a t  
Lhasa snmmarizccl in \)is note to me, and he hoped that  by this time n~at ters  

I l i4  l i  U 



had been settled between Mr. White and the officials deputed to  meet him. 
I found the  Foreign Board were not in possession of any accurate in- 
formation as t o  the true line of frontier, and they appeared t o  have been 
under the impression that  Giaogong was on the Tibetan side of the 
border. I n  the course of remarks on the general question, Ch'ii Hung-chi 
offered the  observation that  the withdrawal of the troops accompanying 
Mr. White would be a proof of our desire to maintain the status quo. I 
explained that  they were only a personal escort for his protection, and 
tha t  they would not be actively employed exce?t in repelling an attack from 
the  Tibetan side. 

Enclosure in No. 56. 

Letter from S ~ T  E. Satow to P ~ i n c e  Ch'ing, dated September 9, 1902. 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Highness' note of 
the 22nd L % ~ g ~ ~ t ,  inforniing me that  the Imperial Resident in Tibet had 
reported the visit of Mr. White, the Political Officer, to Giaogong, that 
he had clestl~oyed the barrier in the Nachin Pass, and pitched camp there. 
Your Highness aclds that  the Resident had deputed the Prefect, H o  Kuang 
Hsieh to proceed to Khamba to confer with Mr. White, and has requested 
the Dalai Lama to send a representative thither without delay to take part  
in the negotiations. 

Your Highness apprehends that  the proceedings of the British Poli- 
tical Officer are likely to  create misunderstandings among the ignorant 
Thibetans, and you ask that  instructions may be sent to the officer in com- 
rnand of the troops to refrain from any action until the arrival of the 
Chinese official, when matters can be amicably discussed. 

I lost no time in acquainting His  Majesty's Government with the con- 
tents of your Highness' note, and have now been instructed to reply as 
follows :- 

Your Highness is aware that  a Convention was concluded in 1890 
between the Viceroy of India and the Imperial Associate Resident in 
Tibet, by Article I. of which is was agreed that  the boundary between 
Sililrim and Tihet shoulcl be the crest of the mountain range separating 
the waters flowing into the Sikkim Teesta and its affliients from the waters 
flowing into the 'I'il~etnn Mochu and northwards into other rivers of Tibet. 
The line commenced a t  Mount Gipmochi, on the Bhutan frontier, and 
followed the above-mentioned water-parting to the point where i t  met 
Nipal territory. 

I n  1893 i t  was agreed, on behalf of both Governments, between lhe 
British Conlmissioner at Darjeeling and Ho Chang-jung and Mr. James 
Har t ,  Chinese Commissioners, that  a trade mart should be opened a t  
Yatung on the 1st May, 1894, and that  after the lapse of five years lndian 
tea might t)r irnl~orte(l into Tihet at a rate of duty not exceetling that  
a t  which Chinese tea is imported into England. It was further agreed 
that one year after the openinq of Ynt l~ng slich Tihetans as cont~niied 
to graze their cattle in Sikkim would he subject to such regulations as the 
British Government might enact, due notice being given of siich Regu- 
lations. 

I n  1895 Commissioners were appointed on both sides, British, Chinese, 
and Tibetans, lor the purpo3e of den1 ;lrcatinf the ho~~ndary.  I n  April 
of that  year Mr. White proceeded to Yatung an arranged with the Chin~se 
and Tihetan Delegates to meet below the Pemheringo Pass a t  the begin- 
ning of the following month. After Mr. White had waited for eleven day.3, 
the Chinese Commissioner joined him a t  Jeylap La, and they fixed on a 
site for a pillar. 



I t  was agreed between them to meet again on the 1st June a t  the Doka 
La, and that  Mr. White should erect a pillar on the Donchltk La, which 
the Chinese Commissioner was sl~bsequently to esa l~~inc .  But the Tibetans 

romptly destroyed the pillar a t  Jelap La, and damaged that  which had 
geen erected on the Dol~chuck La. Neither the Chinese nor Tibetan 
Delegates made their appearance a t  the Doka La, as had been agreed, and 
the work of delimitation had, therefore, to be suspended. 

Endeavours made by the Indian Tea Association to introduce Indian 
tea into Tibet, in accordance with Article 4 of the Trade, Communication, 
and Pasturage Regulations, of 1893, have been rendered fruitless by the 
obstruction of the local Lamas and officials. 

Thus the Tibetans have from the very beginning evaded their obliga- 
tions under the Convention of 1890, and the Regulations of 1893. 

I n  the hope of being able to effect an  arrangement, His  Majesty's 
Government have hitherto left the Tibetans undisturbed in the grazing 
grounds of Giaogong, to which they have no right, as these grounds lie 
some miles within the boundary of Sikkim. 13ut all attempts a t  negotia- 
tion having failed, His Majesty's Government now propose to render effec- 
tive their Treaty rights to the corner of Sikkiln occupied by the Tibetans. 

MI- White, the Political Officer, has accordingly proceeded to the 
Giaogong plateau with an escol-t to direct the withdrawal of any Tibetan 
posts near Giaogong and elsewhere on the Sikkim side of the border, but 
he has been instructed to avoid crossing the border himself. 

I trust tha t  the result of the meeting between Mr. White, the Prefect 
Ho Kuang Hsieh, and the representative of the Dalai Lama, which your 
Highness informs me the Imperial Resident hoped to bring about, will 
have the desired effect of removing past misunderstandings, and ensuring 
good relations in the future. 

No. 5'1. 

Despatch from Sir  C. Scott 20 t h ~  Marquess of Lansdowne, dated 
St.  Petersburgh, October 2, 1902 (Receiv~d October 6). 

(Extract.) 

The Chinese Minister, who called on me to-day, told nle, in the course 
of conversation, that  several of my colleagues had been making inquiries 
of him respecting a pretended text of Agrecrnent between Russia and 
China in regard to Tibet, ~ ~ h i c h  had appeared in several continental as 
well as Russian newspapzrs. H e  said that he had first seen this apocryphal 
text in the Chinese ne\vspapers, and that its very form and wording showed 
that i t  could not be of Chinese origin. He asked me if  it could possibly 
have been credited as genuine hp Sir E~*nest  Satow. I said that I did not 
think that Sir  E. Satow nttnchetl rnr~cll credit to it, and probably regarded 
i t  5s n " hallon d'essai," started ill non-official Russian quarters, but that the 
Sext had undoubtedly been circnlated and had reached the Indian Govern- 
ment, and that  the Cllinese Government would no doubt easily be able to 
satisfy themselves that  the Indian Government would certainiy not be 
indifferent to any alteration in the present status and relations of' n aountry 
so near to their Irontiers as Tibet. 



No. 58. 

Despatch fronz the Marqzcess of Lansdowna to M r .  C .  Hardinge, dated 
October 22, 1902. 

The Russian Charg6 d'Affaires called a t  this Office on the 11th instant 
and informed Sir  T. Sanderson that  he had received a telegram from his 
Government stating tha t  they had heard from Peking that  British troops 
were being sent to  Tibet to protect the construction of a line of railway. 
The Russian Government thought that, in the present state of excite- 
ment and unrest, measures of this kind were dangerous and might produce 
a renewal of the Boxer agitation. Sir  T. Sanderson told Baron G r ~ v e n i t z  
that he had never heard tha t  there was an  idea of a railway to Tibet; it 
was a project which would present the greatest engineering difficulties. 
'rhe only foundation for the rumour could be that  some British officers, 
with an  escort, were restoring some frontier pillars on the  boundary 
between Sikkim and Tibet, which the Tibetans had a practice of removing. 
Baron Grevenitz replied t h a t  he, himself, had thought the report a 
very singular one. 

No. 59. 

From Mr .  l'ozunley to the Lllarquess o f  Lansdowne, dated Peking,  
December 6, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Tibet Frontier Question. Wai-wu P u  writes that  Throne attaches 
much importance to question and has consequently appointed Yu Tai  to 
be Chinese Resident in Tibet with orders to proceed a t  once and negotiate 
in  an amicable spirit with Mr. White. Ministers request that  Mr. White 
may be instructed by telegraph to discuss matter with new Resident. They 
expressed a hope that  all previous misunderstandings may be thus removed 
and an  early settlement of Tibet question arrived a t .  

No. 60. 

Despatch from il!lr. Townley to the Ma~.q?iess of Lansdo~une, dated Peking, 
December 16, 1902. (Received Janz~ary  31, 1903.) 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith, with 
reference to Sir l3. Satow's desl)atch, of the 9th September last, 
t1,;lnslation of a note which I have received from Prince Ching relative 
to recent action upon the Sikkim-Tibet frontier!. As your Lordship 
will perceive, the Chinese Government have specially appointed Yu 
T'ai to be Imperial Resident in l ibet ,  with orders to proceed a t  once and 
open negotiations with Mr. White. I have informed the Foreign Board, 
in reply, that  I have communicated the substance of their note to your 
Lordship an'd to the Viceroy of India by telegraph, that  Mr. White does 



not depend from this Legation, and that, consequently, I could not send 
him the instructions as desired direct. Yu T'ai is a t  present in Peking, 
and I am hoping to see him before he starts for his new post. H e  has been 
employed for some time in Mongolia and the New Dominion, and is, there- 
fore, probably considered especially suitable t,o deal with people like the 
Tibetans. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 60. 

Fronz P ~ ~ i n c e  Ching to f u r .  Townley, dated December 5, 1902. 

(Translation.) 

The Board have the hoilour to acknowledge Sir E.  Satow's note of 
the 9th September with reference to Mr. White's action on the Sikkim- 
Tibet border. His  Excellency referred to the Convention concluded in 
1890 between the Viceroy of India and the Imperial Resident in Tibet, 
by Article 1 of which the boundary between Tibet and Sikkiln was de- 
fined; and went on to state that  in 1893 it was agreed, on behalf of both 
Governments, between the British and Chinese Commissioners and Mr. 
James Har t ,  that  a trade mart should Fe opened a t  Yatung, and tha t  due 
notice should be given of such Regulations as might be enacted. His  Excel- 
lency then stated that the Ti1)etans had from the very beginning evaded 
their obligations, ,and that  Mr. White had accordingly proceeded with an  
escort to the Giao-gong plateau, to direct the withdrawal of Tibetan posts 
there beyond the frontier, but that he had been instructed to avoid crossing 
the border himself. Sir Ernest Satow concluded by expressing the hope 
that past misunderstandings would be entirely removed. 

The Board telegraphed the above to the Imperial Resident in Tibet, 
and sent a note of acknowledgment to Sir  Ernest Satow. 

A t  the present moment Tibetan affairs have not yet been arranged, 
and the Throne, attaching deep importance to international relations and 
regarding this question as of great consequence, has specially appointed 
Yu T'ai to be Imperial Resident in Tibet, with orders to proceed with all 
speed and negotiate with Mr. White in an amicable spirit. 

' 
The Roard have, therefore, the honour to request you to telegraph in- 

structions to Mr. White to discuss matters in a friendly spirit with the new 
Resident, as soon as the latter reaches Tibet, entirely removing all past 
misunderstandings, and thereby effecting an early settlement of Tibetan 
questions, so that  the friendly character of the relations between the two 
Powers may be manifested. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 60. 

From Mr. Tozcnley to Prince C'l~ing, dated Peking, Decen~ber 8, 1902. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
acquainting me with the appointmellt of his Excellency Yu T'ai as Imperiai 
Resident in Tibet. 

I have telegraphed the substance of your Highness' note both to His  
Majesty's Secretary of State and to his Excellency the Viceroy of India. 

With reference to your Excellency's request that  I should telegraph 
instructions to Mr. White, i t  is my duty to remind you that  this officer 
acts under the instructions, not of His Majesty's Legation, but of the 
Government of India. 



No. 61. 
From the Secretary of State for India  to the Viceroy, dated 

17th December, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) 

With  reference to  the telegram to  the Foreign Office, dated 6th 
December, regarding the Chinese Resident in Tibet, which Mr. Townley 
repeated to you, please state your views as to the reply which should 
be given to the Wai-wu-Pu by the Foreign Office, and as to whether 
trade and general relations should be included among the subjects of nego- 
tiation. I s  a request tha t  a representative of Tibet should be associated 
with the Chinese Resident advisable? I n  whatever way the negotiations 
may terminate, it is obvious tha t  China, by making this overture, implicitly 
accepts responsibility for the affairs of Tibet. 

No. 62. 
FI'OIIL the Viceroy to the Secretpry of State for India, dated 

18th December, 1902. 
(Telegraphic.) 

I n  a despatch, which will issue shortly, I propose to send my reply 
to your telegram of 17th December regarding Tibet. 

No. 63. 
Despatch from tJ~e Sec~.eta~.y of State for India  to His Excellency the Right 

Honou~able the Governor-General of India in Council, Revenue, dated 
26th December, 1902. 

(Extract.) 

With reference to  your letter, dated 26th June, 1902, on the 
subject of the trade in Indian tea with Tibet, 

To the Foreiall Office, I forward for your information a copy of the Pdnd July, 1902. 
From the F~~~~~~ office, correspondence noted in the margin which has 

dated : ; l ~ t  J U ~ J - ,  1!)02. passed between this office and the Foreign 
From the Foreign Office, Orlce. 

lated 26th November, 1302, 
with O D ( ,  enclosure. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 63. 

Letter from the India Office to tJ~e Foreign Office, dated 22nd July, 1902. 

(Extract.) 

I am directed by the Secretary of State for ~ n d i a  in Council to forward 
a copy of a letter from the Government of India, with enclosures, on the 
subject of the trade in Indian tea with Tibet. 

I am to suggest that, i f  the Marquess of Lansdowne sees no objection. 
the correspondence may be transmitted to Sir James Mackay for con- 
sideration and for such action as he nlight find possible. 



Enclosure 2 in No. 63. 

Letter from the Foreign Ofice to the India  Ofice, dated July 31st, 1902. 

(Extract.) 

I laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of tlie 22nd 
instant, in  which you suggest t,hat the correspondence, therein enclosed, 
on t.he subject of the trade in Indian tea with Tibet should be 
forwarded to His  Majesty's Special Commissioner in China for his 
consideration. I am directed hy Lord Lansdowne to state that., as Si r  
J. Mackay will shortly leave China for England it would be useless to 
transmit t o  him a copy of your letter, but that  His  Lordship will consult 
with His  Majesty's Minister a t  Peking as to t,he advisability of raising the 
question with the Chinese Government. 

Enclosure 3 in No. 63. 

Letter from the Foreign Ofice to the India  Office, dated 
November 26th, 1902. 

(Extract.) 

with reference to your letter of July 22nd, I am directed by the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to  

Sir E. Satow, October 6th, transmit to yon, to be laid before the Secretary 
1902. of State for India, the accompanying copy of 
a despatch, as marked in the margin, on the subject of trade with Tibet. 

(7 

Aunexnre. 

Despatch from Xi?. E. M. A'c~to~cl, R.C.lI%G., to the -Ila~~qttcss of Lunsriowne, K.G., &c., kc., 
tlated P(:king, 6111 Octo l~e~. ,  1902. 

(Extract.) 

I have t.he honour to ackno\vledge the receipt, on t'he 29rd of September, of o u r  
Lordship's despatch, of August 6th, desiring Iny views wibh regard to a proposal 
from the Bengal Chamber of Co~nmerce t,hat t,he attention of the Chinese Government 
should be callecl to t.he subject of the trade in Indian tea wit,ll Tibet. I 
do not. think t,here is any chance of inducing the Chinese Government, to mollify 
the provisions of the Silrkim Convellt.ion in the clirect,ion of pr~Lt,ing Indian Tea 
on a more favourable foot,ing, except as part. of a general re-arrangement of 
Sikkim-Tibet, relations. No tloubt a protest ~niglit  be made against tl~t! non-fulfil- 
ment of the provision of that Convention for t.he admission of Indian t ra  after a tern1 of 
five years, p~.ovidetl that it can be shown that the k'atang Customs Authorities do in fact 
refuse t,o arlnlit it,, but, 1 do not see that snch a prot,ext, co111d help the tlntle, for according 
to t.he Ch:~mber's letter of April Pnd, the duty leviable under the Convention woultt 
amount to a tax of from 15U to 200 per cent,. nd vnlo7.c!tn, \trhich sepms prohibitive. 
Possibly it migllt be worth while carrying on t.11e t n d e  at a loss for a time, in  order t,o 
accustom the Til>et,ana t,o 111diau t,ea, but, there remains the difficult,y of inducing the 
merchants to t.ake t,he tea into the count,ry. So far it  seems they have refused to do so 
from fear of the Idamas, and as long as we have no means of protectiug t,hem against the 
latter, I do ]lot see how they are to be re:issuretl. The Tibetans are accustomed to use a 
certain class of China t,ea which is imported by way of Tachienlu, and particulirrs of 
this t n d e  are given in Mr. Rockhill's travels. Perhaps it  might be worth the while 
of the 1ntli:m tea-growers to attempt. cnltivatin,~ among the Tibetans a taste for Indian 



tea, which has a very different flavour from that of the Chinese leaf, by sending package8 
of it as presents into Tibet. This would, perhaps, not be more expensive than the 
advertisement8 resorted to in other countries for creating a favourdble opinion towards 
the Indian product. In my opinion, therefore, no useful stel) cau be taken here at 
present. 

No. 64. 

Despatch from the Marquess o f  Lnnsdouine to  S i r  C .  Scott ,  dated 
December 31, 1902. 

(Extract.) 

The Russian Charge d'Affaires inquired of me to-day, with reference 
to his conversation with Sir  T. Sanderson on the 22nd October, whether 
there was any truth in the rumour tha t  we had contemplated a military 
expedition to Lhasa, and had only abandoned it for the moment. I 
referred him to the explanations which had been given to him on the occa- 
sion referred to, and told him that  the story was, so f a r  as I was aware, 
entirely without foundation. 

No. 65. 

Prom Mr.  Townley to  the iMarqzirss of Lansdowne, dated Peking,  
Janzbnry 7, 1903., (Received J a n u a ~ y  7.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

Sikkim-Tibet frontier. 

I have informed Viceroy of India that  Yu Tai will not reach Lhasa 
till July. 

No. 66. 

Letter from the Government of India,  in the Foreign Department,  to the 
Right  Honourable Lord George F .  Hamilton, His  Majesty's Secretary 
of S ta te  for Ind ia ,  dated ( ' a m p  Delhi, the 8th January, 1903. 
(Received the 24th January,  1903.) 

(Extract.) 

We desire to address Your Lordship upon the serious questions arising 
out of recent incidents in connection with Tibet. These questions have not 
now for the first time obtruded themselves upon our notice. They have 
already during the ~ ~ a s t  two years been the subject of frequent corre- 
spondence between the Government of India and Your Lordship, and a 
brief summary will suffice to recall to mind the various stages by which we 
have arrived a t  the present point. We need not carry our recapitulation 



of past events further  back than our despatch, dated 25th July, 
1901, i n  which we narrated  he unsuccessful result of two at tempts 
made by us to obtain access t o  the Tibetan Government by means 
of a personal letter from H i s  Excellency the  Viceroy t o  the Dalai  Lama, 
and in  which we announced our intention to  take advantage of a n  impend- 
ing visit of Ugyen ICazi, the  Bhutan Vakil,  to  Lhasa, t o  make a th i rd  
attempt to deliver a similar letter. NTe added : " Should this letter meet 
with the f a t e  of i ts  predecessor, we contemplate, subject to the approval 
of H i s  Majesty's Government, the adoption of more practical measures, 
with a view to  securing the commercial and political facilities which o u r  
friendly representations will have failed to  procure. A s  to the exact form 
which our altered policy should assume, u-e shall, if necessary, address 
Your Lordship a t  a later date." On 16th August,, 1901, Your 
Lordship replied t o  us tha t  "s t rong measures on the pa r t  of t he  
Government of India  would be viewed with much disquietude a n d  
suspicion; and i t  must be remembered that  Tibet is politically sub- 
ordinate to China. The  character of the country, rugged and  sparsely 
inhabited, is against  the conduct of important military operations in t ha t  
region, and diplomatic pressure for closer relations with your Government 
would be likely to Increase d is t r~ ls t  of our intentions. I11 these circum- 
stances, i t  is necessary to proceed with due consideration, and I request t ha t  
Yonr Excellency in Council will consult me before any steps a re  taken tha t  
may involve a risk of the complications tha t  I have indicated." T o  t h e  
arguments contained in  the above extract we shall revert later on. MTe 
will for  the moment resume the threacl of our narrative. The  third at tempt 
to obtain access t o  the  Dalai Lama through Ugyen Kaz i  was not more 
successful than its 1)redeces~ors had been, and in our. despatch 
of 13th February, 1902, we reported to Your Lordship i t s  failure, 
and we proceeded to  recommencl the more practical measures \vllicll we had  
foreshadowed seven months earlier. These were tha t  our Political Oficer 
in Sikkim, Mr .  J. C. White, should proceed to the frontier in  the neighbour- 
hood of Giaogong, upon which the Tibetans had not ceased to encroach 
ever since the Convention of 1890, 311~1 should reassert British rights i n  
the t rac t  in question, if necessary expelling the Tibetans fro111 the British 
side of the frontier ;  nncl n e  once again in the conclnding 1)aragraph of our 
despatch pressed upon Your Lorclsliilj the serious nature o f  the situation, 
and the impossibility of a continueel acqlllescence in a s tate  of airairs so 
discreditable to British prestige, and of so unl~l.ececlentecl a descri1,tion. 
In  a desl)atcli, cldtccl 11th A p ~ i l ,  IDOL', You1 Lo~d>hi l )  azreed to our 
~ r o ~ o s a l  for' the employinent of M I .  White, and \on  fo~,\\-a~*clecl to 
us co1)j of a letter f~.oin tlie Fo~,ei=n Oficc. cl:~te(l Rllar~cli L'Gth, in 
which the Marques* of l,;~nsclon.nc expr esketl Iii. concltrl ence with u.; 
in 1)elieving that  further  negotiations on the snl~ject  of our 1.e1ations wi th  
Tibet with the Chinese Governlnent ~vonld not l ~ e  likely to lead to a n 1  satis- 
factory i.esult, ant1 that  it wonld be necessary to resort to local action in  
order to vintlicnte Hritisli rights under tlie Convention of 1890 Mr .  N-hite 
conducted llis Mission dul*ing tllc ~ ) a s t  sllmlner ~vltli  esped~t ion  antl success. 
I n  a despatch, dated 10th July,  1902, ure esplninetl to  Yonr Lordship the  
revised instri~ctions which 11-\-c i,sned to hi111 Iwfore j ta r t ins  antl ~ r h i c h  he  
duly ol)sc~%ved ; ant1 we now have the llonour. to for.\\ ard the cor.i,esl,ondence 
contained in tlir attached list, she\\ ing the reslilts of his tour. 'l'he Tibetans 
~ 1 1 0  wcrc in  occn1)ation of the Giaogong l) lateai~ were cli1.ectec1 I)p Mr .  
Whitr  to witlltlraw 1)eyond tlic €1-ontier, ant1 our right t o  insiht upon the 
ohservancc of tllc 1)onntlnry laitl  do^\-11 IIJ- the Convention of 1690 n as clearly 
assel-tetl JVe, have slnce I ~ a ~ - n c d  ~ I Y I I I I  h l r .  IYliite that  the g r a ~ i n l ~  3.  rights 
on t h ~  Siltltim sitlc of t l ~ c  1)ortler whicli had \)eel1 usnrpecl hy tlic T h e t a n s  
are, in Fact, I)nlar~cecl I)y sinlilal. rights \\hich are concrcletl to the Siltl<imese 
RCI'O~.;  t l l ~ '  'l'ihttan l~ortler. ant1 that  the s ta tus  q u o  is probably the most 
c(1nvenient arrangement in the interest of both parties. The inime- 
(lint? consccluence of Mr .  White's hIis3ion and action was tha t  a t  
the rntl o f  Ju ly  the Viceroy received a letter from the Chinese 
1ml)elial Reyirlent at  Lhas ;~  asking for. an csplanation of the 



object and reasons of his proceedings. This comn~unication was replied 
to in the Viceroy's letter* of 2nd September. 

Enclosure No. 11. Simultaneously Mr. White received a communi- 
cation from Mr. R o  Kuang Hsi, a Chinese 

Prefect, who had been sent to Yatung, to the effect tha t  he had been selected 
by the Chinese Resident a t  Lhasa to proceed to the border, and, in conjunc- 
tion with Captain Pa.rr, the Chinese Customs Commissioner at Yatung, 
to discuss frontier matters with Mr.  White. Mr.  H o  arranged to visit 
Mr.  White, but was a t  first prevented from do,ing so by ill-health. Subse- 
quently Mr.  J1rhit.e received private information that  instructions had 
reached Mr. H o  from Lhasa to postpone his visit, pending discussion of 
the sit.uation in the Tibet,an Council. Later on Mr. H o  was recalled from 
the frontier, and i t  is stated that  the Chinese Amban wrote to Captain Parr  
that ,  since he had memorialised the Throne regarding the frontier question, 
matters must rest in abeyance until a reply came from Peking. I n  
November we learned that  information had been received from a cod- 
dentiai source a t  Lha.sa that  the rupture of negotiations with Mr. White 
was owing to orders from Peking. More recently we heard from His 
Britannic Majesty's Charge d'Affaires a t  Peking early in December that 
the Chinese Government had written t o  say that  they at.tached much im- 
portance to  the question of the Tibetan frontier, and had appointed Yu 
Tai  to he Chinese Resident in that  country, with orders to  proceed a t  once 
ancl negotiate in an amicable manner with M.r. white. The Chinese 
Governnient requested that  Mr. White might be instructed by telegraph to 
discuss matters with the Resident, and they expressed a hope that  all 
previous misunderstanding might be thus removed, and an early settlement 
ol' the Tibetan question arrived at. On 17th December Your Lordship tele- 
graphed to us asking for our views as to the reply to  be made by the Foreign 
Ofice to the Chinese Government and as to the inclusion of trade and 
general relations among the subjects of negotiation. You further en- 
quirc.1 if i t  was advisable to  ask that  a Tibetan representative should be 
associated with the Chinese Resident. These are the questions to which 
vTe will now endeavour to reply. Before doing so, there are two aspects of 
the case whi.ch require to be borne in mind. The first is that  although 
Mr. White carried t.hrough his mission with entire success, and obtained 
useful information, the result of his proceedings has not been materially 
to improve our position upon the border, or t,o effect anything more than 
a timely assertion of British authority lipon the spot. Even the annual 
renssertion of this authority a t  Giaogong-which, if t.he amicable arrange- 
ment suggested by the Bengal Government be acquiesced in, might not be 
required-would not put. us in a position to exercise much pressure upon 
the  Tibetan C;ove~,nnient ; ant1 it is probable tha t  t<he chief advantage 
derived from Mr. White's mission up to  the present time consists in the 
fear inspired among the Tibetans that  i t  is the prelucle to some further 
~novement-an advantage which would be wholly sacrificed when the dis- 
covery was ~nade  that no sucll consecjllence was likely to ensue. IF, there- 
fore, we now- enter upon negotiations with no other vantage gro11nd than 
the snccessfl~l reassertion of our authority on a very inconspicuolis section 
of the borcler, i t  does not appear that there is much reason for anticipating 
n inore favourable solution of the Tibetan problem tha.n has attended our 
previous efforts, unless, indeed, we are prepared to assume a minatory tone 
ancl to threaten Tibet with further a.dvance if the political and commercial 
relations between us are allowed any longer to be reduced to a nullit,y by 
i ~ e r  1)olicy of obstinate inaction. The second combination of circunistances 
that  has niaterinlly adfected the situation is the rilinol~red conclusioll of a 
Secret Agreement hy which t,he Russian Government Ilas acquired certain 
powe1.s of interference in Tihet. We have ollrselves reportetl to 
Your Lordship circumstantial evidence derivetl from a va~~ic ty  of 
quarters all pointing in t-he s'ame direction and tending to slio.~v 
the existence of a n  arrangement of some sort bet\\-een R.11ssia ant1 
Tihet. This, then, is the situation with which we are confronted 
at the nioment when we are asked hy Your Lortlship to atlvise as 



to the answer tha t  should be returned to the Chinese proposals for  
the re-opening of negotiations with our Political Officer on the  Tibetan 
Frontier. I t  is obvious tha t  any such negotiations a re  thereby invested 
with a f a r  rnore than  local importance, and  tha t  what  we a re  concerned 
to  examine is not the mere settlement of a border dispute, 01. evta  the 
amelioration of our future t rading relations with Tibet, but the quealion 
of our entire fu ture  political relations with tha t  country, and the degree 
to which we can permit the influence of another great  Power to be exercised 
for the first t ime i n  'l'ibetan affairs. The previous at t i tude and utterances 
of Hi s  Majesty's Government leave us in no doubt as  to the manner in  
which H i s  Majesty's Government must regard the situation thus created; 
for within the last eighteen months official declarations of their views have 
been comn~unicated under instructions from the Secretary of S ta te  for  
Foreign Affairs, both to the Russian and Chinese Govern~nents. I n  August,  
1901, owing t o  the visit of certain Lamas from Tibet to Russia, S i r  C. 
Scott was anthorised to inform Count Lamsdorfl, the Russian Foreign 
Minister, tha t  " H i s  Majesty's Government could not regard with indiffer- 
ence any proceedings that  might have a tendency to alter or disturb the  
existing status of Tibet " :  and, in his despatch of 2nd September, 
1901, Sir C. Scott informed the Marquess of Lansdowne that he had 
made this c o m ~ ~ ~ u i ~ i c a t i o n  to Count Lamsdo14T, who had expressed his 
"assent and repeated his fornler statement that the nlission was chieflv 
concerned with matters of religion, and had no political o r  diplomatic 
object or character." A year Intel., in  September, 1902, S i r  E. Satow, 
British Minister in Peking, 143s similarly instructed by the Marquess of 
Lansdowne to intimate, and did intimate to the Chinese Govelnment tha t ,  
sllol~ld any agreement affecting the 13olitical status of Tibet be entcred 
into by China wit11 anothel- P o ~ e r ,  H i s  Majesty's Government woultl be 
compelled to take steps for the 1)rotection of Sri t ish interests. I t  i s  
unnecessary for us to remind Your Lordship tha t  the Russian border no- 
where even touches tha t  of Tibet, and tha t  the nearest point of Russian 
territory is considerably more than a thousand miles short of the 
Tibetan capital,  which is situated in the extreme south, and in close 
proximity to the northern frontier of the Indian Empire. Neither 
need we point to the historical fact that  no other States or Powers 
have, during the time tha t  the British dominion has been established in 
India, had any connection with Tibet, but, firstly, China who possesses 
a nominal suze~.ainty over the country, secondly, Nepal, a S ta te  in close 
political connection with India, and, thirdly, the British Government itself. 
The policy of exclusiveness to which th'e Tibetan Government has dllring 
the last century hecome increasingly addicted has only been tolerated by 
~ l s ,  hecanse anomalous and ~lnfr iendly as  i t  has been, i t  carried with i t  
no element of political or military danger. A t  no time during tha t  century 
do we imagine that  Great Britain 141011ld have permitted the creation of 
a rival or hostjle inflllence in a position so close to the Indian border and  
so pregnant with possibilities of mischief. We are  of opinion that  the 
only way in which to coluiteract the danger by which we rega1.d British 
interests as directly threatened in Tihet, is to assume the initiative our- 
selves, and we regard the Chinese l~roposals for a conference as  affording 
an excellent opportunity for pressing fol-ward and carryinq out this policy. 
w e  a re  in favo~lr ,  s~ibject to a qnalification that we shall presently men- 
tion, of accepting the Chinese prol~osals, h11t of attaching to  them the condi- 
tion that  the co~lfercnce sliall take place not ul)on our frontier, hnt a &  
JLhasa, ant1 tha t  i t  shall l)e attcnded I)y a representative of the  Tibetan 
Governrncnt, who q11i1II 1)articipnte in the pi-occedings. I n  this way alone 
does i t  appear to 11s that wTe sI1a11 escape the ignon~inious position of having 
an Agreement which has heen formally conclllded with the Chinese subse- 
qllently repudiated hy the Tibetans; and in no other way do  we regard 
i t  as  in the least likely that  the mall of Tibetan impassivity and obstruction 
will be brolien down. We might find many l~recedents in the histor! of 
India for  missions wit11 n not altogether dissimilar object,. Bu t  i t  is 
perhaps more to the point to show that ,  in the case of Tibet, we are  merely 
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reviving a policy \vhich has actually been p u t  into execution i n  the past, 
and  which dur ing  the  pas t  quarter  of a century alone has  011 more t l~an 
one occasion been under serious contemplation and  on one occasion has 
approached to the verge of realisation. M7e need not  carry back the history 
of nlissions from the Government of I n d i a  t o  Lhasa  t o  t he  attempts, partly 
successful, part ly nnsuccessful, t h a t  were made t o  open u p  relations with 
the  Tibet.an Government in  t he  lat ter  p a r t  of the  18th  century; but we 
]nay refer t o  the first revival of a similar proposal i n  more modern times. 
This  was contained in  a despatch, dated 14th Ju ly ,  1874, from Mr .  (after- 
wards Sir) T .  Wade, Br i t i sh  Minister in  China, t o  E a r l  Granville, in  which 
i s  to be found, s trange t o  say (as emanating from Peking), t he  first sugges- 
tion t,hat the Chinese Governmefit might be lef t  entirely out  of the pro- 
ceedings. -These were M r .  Wade's \vords-" If the t ,rade ( i .e . ,  between 
I n d i a  and  Tibet) be worth the  effort., I think t h a t  i t  might possibly be 
opened, were a nlised official and commercial mission pushed forward 
without reference to the  Court of Peking,  w l~ ich  is always careful t o  declare 
t ha t  in  this  or  i n  any  ot.her matter Tibet may act as  she pleases, and if 
t h a t  mission were authorised in  the first instance to spend money rather 
freely." T h e  Government of Ind ia  of t ha t  date, who were asked for  their 
opinion on this suggestion by the Secretary of State, replied in  a n  un- 
favoura.ble sense, not being impressed, a s  our records show, with the  t rade 
prospects. The Secretary of S ta te  (the Marcluess of Salisbury) while 
clisposecl, a s  then advised, to agree in the v ien  that. i t  would not be expedient 
t o  despatch a mission of the cha.racter referred to  into Tibet without refer- 
ence to the  Court of Peking,  saw no reason for  t.he belief t h a t  t,he Chinese 
~ ~ - o u l d  throw difficulties i n  the way of purely c~~mmerc ia l  intercourse with 
Til)et, and accordingly suggested surveys for a road through Sikkim terri- 
tory to the frontier.  I n  1885 the  idea of a Bri t ish Mission to Lhasa  was 
revived by the t,hen Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal (Sir Rivers Thompson), 
11-110 recornrnenclerl t ha t  a n  Indian  officer should be deputed t o  Peking  to  
explain the matter and t o  secure t,he assent of t he  Chinese Government. 
The  Secretary of S t a t e  (Lord R. Churchill) authorised Mr.  Macaulay to 
be deputed to Peking where the at t i tude of t,he Chinese Government was 
reported to I)e most favoural)le. Before the end of the year their consent 
had been receivecl and a Chinese passport and  o.rders had been issued. 
However, the iml~ortance of a Burmese settlement appears  t o  have so 
impressed itself 11pon a.11 part ies  tha t  the Lhasa Mission was sacrificed in  
Jn ly ,  in order tha t  the signature of the Chinese Government to the  Burma 
Conventioil niight be oIItained: A t  this later da te  we cannot 11retend to  
conteinplate th13 decision with any sa.tisfactioi1; and we regard i t  as a 
grave misfortr~ne tha t  the Government of Ind ia  should have been diverted 
from n project of unquestioaecl importance, t o  which they had, owing to 
a 11a.ply cornl)ination of circ~~rnstances, secured the assent of all the 
inttlrestctl l)ar,tirs, I)y the exigencies of 1)olitical considerations tha t  had not 
the remotest connection wit11 Til)et. The incident., however, is of value 
a s  sho~\-ing tha t ,  as  recently as 16 years ago, the  idea of a corrirnercial 
mission to Lliasn was energetically espoused by the Secretary of State, 
n-as nccel-~ted I)!- the Chinese Gove~mrnrnt, \\-as p~,ovided for by the Govern- 
ment of  Intlin. anrl was on the verge of execution, when for  extraneous 
reasons i t  n-as incontinently with~lra\vn.  JVe now recommend the revival 
of this l)i.ecedent and a fi1.111 pnrsnance of the policy tha t  wa.s then 
al~andonetl. -1 little while I~ack we spoke of accel)ta.nce of the Chinese 
prol)osa"l si~hject to a qualification. JThnt we rneant was this. I11 our 
view the attempt to come to terrns with Ti l~e t  t l i~*o~igl i  the agency of China 
has invaria1)iy nroved a failrrre in the past,  1)ecansc of the intervention of 
this  thircl I G \ I ' ~ ~  Iwt\veen Tibet ant1 o~~rse lves .  We regard the so-called 
slrzerainty of  China over Tihct a s  a const.itntiona1 fiction-a 
ntiectntion ~ ~ l l i c l i  has onlv I~een maintained 1)ecaiise of i,ts convenience to 
]-)nth parties. China is always ready to 1)reak down the harriers of ignor- 
ance ant1 ol-)st~,rrction and to open Tilhet. t o  the civilising influence of 
t~ . ; l ( l r ;  h t  lie). ~ I ~ I I S  wislies a re  t l e f~a ted  1 , ~ r  t,he short-sighted stupidity 
of the Lamas. In  the same wav Tibet is only t,oo anxi6i1s t o  rneet orir 
nrlvances, l ~ t  .she is 1)rcvcnted from doing so hg the despotic veto of the 



suzerain. This  solemn farce has been re-enactecl with a frequency tha t  
seems never t o  deprive i t  of its attractions or i ts  paver to  impose. A s  
a matter of fact, the two Chinese Ambans a t  Lhasa a re  there not a s  
Viceroys, but a s  Ambassadors; and the entire Chinese soldiery by whom 
the figment of Chinese suzerainty is sustained in Tihet consists of less t han  
500 ill-armed men. Our views, as  H i s  Majesty's Government a re  aware, 
have been for some time in  favour of dealing with Tibet alone; and  i t  is 
upon these l1ines t h a t  we have proceeded, with the consent of H i s  Majesty's 
Government, i n  at tempting to  open up  direct communication with 
the Dalai  Lama.  A t  the same time we a re  aware t h a t  H i s  Majesty's 
Government have, as  a general rule, favoured the policy of regarding China 
as more or less responsible for Tibet. Our attempts to negotiate with the  
latter Power have i n  the large majority of cases been made through Chinese 
channels; and quite  recently tlie warning, already cited, tha t  i f  China 
were in any way to alienate her rights over Thibet, we should hold her 
respoiisible, may be regarded as a presumptive recogllitioll of her t i tular  
claims. W e  think i t  probable, therefore. that  H i s  RIajesty's Government 
will, upon the present, a s  upon previous occasions, prefer to follow the  
diplomatic methods hitherto pursued. I f  i t  he decided by H i s  Majesty's 
Government once again to trust t o  the interposition of China, we 
earnestly hope tha t  this inay be accompanied by a resolute refusal to be 
defeated by the time-honoured procedure. W e  hope tha t  i t  will not be 
thought necessary to seek the permission or  the passports of China for  a 
British Mission to proceed to Lhasa;  but that ,  if this plan be decided upon, 
it will be adhered to, in the face of whatever protestations. We hope 
further tha t ,  once decided upon, i t  will not be dropped, a s  i t  was in 1886 
owing to the  presslire of estraneous causes. Finally, if and when a new 
Treaty is concluded, i t  is imperative that  i t  should not be signed by the  
British and Chinese alol~e, but by a direct representative of the  Tibetan 
Government also. Otherwise we may have rel~eatecl the absurd situation, 
with which we were recently confronted, 11711e11 we were informed by the  
Tibetans tha t  they did not know tha t  they were violating the  Convention 
of 1890, because i t  had never been she\?-n to them by the  Chinese Amban, 
and had not been signed or confirmed by any Tibetan representative. W e  
may remark That there are, in the present circunistances of Tibet, special 
reasons for insisting that  Tibet herself shall be a l~rominent  party to any  
new Agreement. For the first t ime for nearly a century tha t  country is 
under the rule of a Dalai Lama, who is neither a n  infant  nor a puppet,  
but a young man, some 28 years of agel who, having. successfully escaped 
from the vicissitildes of childhood, is belleved to exercise a greater personal 
authority than any of his l)redecessors, and to be cle fnc to  as  well as  de jure 
sovereign of the country. I n  other words, there is for the first time in 
modern history a ruler in Tibet with whom it. is possible t o  deal instead 
of a n  obscure junta masked by tlie Chinese Amban. Our proposal, there- 
fore, is tha t ,  assuming i t  to be decided by H i s  Majesty's Government to 
respond in a favonrable sense to the overtures of tlie IYai\vupu, the Chinese 
Governlnent shall be informed tha t  we can undertake the negotiations 
nowhere else than  a t  Lliasa, and that, a British commercial Mission will 
s ta r t  for t h a t  place at  a snitahle da te  in the forthcoming spring, there to  
meet the Chinese Resident and a duly-appointed high oficial of the Tibetan 
Government. W e  propose that the ne~ot ia t ions  511ould cover not merely 
the slnall question of the Siklrinl frontier, but the entire question of our 
future relations, co~nmercinl and otherwise, with Tibet; and we think 
that they should clil~ninate in the appointment of a 1)ermanent British 
representative, Consular or Diplomatic, to reside a t  Lhasa. I n  our view 
any country or  Government or Empire has a right to protect i ts  own 
interests; and if those interests a re  seriously i~nperilletl, as  we hold ours 
to be in Tibet, by the al)solrite breakdown of the Treaty arrangements 
Ilithcrto mntle t h ~ ~ o n g h  tlie medium of China,, by the obstructive inertia 
of the Tibetans themselves, and still more by arrangements freshly con- 
clndetl with another great Power to our detriment, Ire hold tha t  tlie first 
law of national existence, which is self-preservation, colnpels us to take 
sllch stel)\ as  \rill avert these clangers and place our ?ecurity lipon an  



assured and impregnable footing. I n  view of the contingency of opposi- 
tion, we think tha t  the mission, if decided upon, should be accompanied 
by a n  armed escort, sufficient to overawe any opposition that  might be 
encountered on the way, and to ensure its safet;y while i n  Lhasa. The 
military strength of the Tibetans is beneath contempt, and serious resist- 
ance is not to  be contemplated. It would, however, be unwise t o  run any 
risk, for reports have reached us tha t  a n  attempt is now made to drill the 
Tibetan troops a t  Lhasa, and that  breech-loaders and other munitions of 
war have actually already been secretly imported into the capital. At the 
same time the most emphatic assurances might be given to the Chinese and 
Tibetail Governments that  the mission was of an  exclusively commercial 
character, that  we repudiated all designs of a political nature upon Tibet, 
tha t  we had no desire either to declare a Protectorate or permanently to 
occupy any portion of the country, but that  our intentions were confined to 
removing the embargo tha t  a t  present rests upon all t rade between Tibet 
and India,  and to  establishing those amicable relations and means of com- 
munication that  ought to subsist between adjacent and friendly Powers. 
There remains one suggestion to which i t  is important to refer. We 
should contemplate acting in complete unison with the Nepalese Durbar 
throughout our proceedings, and we would even invite them, if thought 
advisable, to take par t  in our mission. W e  believe that  the policy of frank 
discussion and co-operation with the Nepalese Durbar would find them 
prepared most cordially to assist our plans. Not the slighest anxiety has 
been evinced a t  our recent forward operations on the Siltkim frontier; and 
we think that, with judicious management, useful assistance may confi- 
dently be expected from the side of Nepal. Our anticipations on this 
point have been confirmed by a recent interview between His  Excellency 
the Viceroy and the Prime Minister of Nepal, Maharaja Chandra Shamsher 
Jang,  a t  Delhi. The Nepalese Government regards the rumours of intrigue 
in Tibet with the most lively apprehension, and considers the future of the 
Nepal State to be directly involved; and, further, the Maharaja is 
prepared to co-operate with the Government of India in whatever way may 
be thought rnost desirable, either within or beyond the frontier, for the 
frustration of designs which he holds to be utterly inconsistent with the 
interests of his own country. We accordingly comrnend our proposals to 
Your Lordship's favourahle consideration, and to that  of His  Majesty's 
Government, in the firm conviction that, if some such step be not taken 
as we have here advocated, a serious danger will grow up in Tibet, which 
niny one day, and perha1)s a t  no very d ~ s t a n t  date, attain to menacing 
dimensions. M7e believe that  our territorial position and our indubitable 
riqhts, enhanced as they are hy the con11)lete disrespect shown by the 
Tibetans for all existing stipulations, place it in our power to  nip any 
such tlangeia in the I)utl before i t  has developed; and we earnestly hope 
that the opj,ortlinity may not be lost We regard the situation as one in 
which the opinions of the Government of India, upon a matter immediately 
affecting the fro1itiel.s which we are called upon to  defend with Indian 
re.;onrces, are entitled to carry weight with His Majesty's Government : 
ancl we entertain a sincere alarm that, if nothing is done and matters are 
permitted to slide, we may before long have occasion gravely to regret that 
action was not taken while i t  was still relatively free from difficulty. 
Should Hir  Majesty's Government decide in favour of the despatch of a 
British Mission to Lhasn in the forthcoming spring, which should be ready 
c r ,  start in all prohahility in the month of April, we shall be glad of early 
information, in order that requisite steps may he taken for the construction 
or repair of roads to the frontier We shall also be prepared to slihmit the 
nccesqary plans 



Enclosure 1 in No. 66. 

Froin  the G o v e r n n ~ e n t  c?i Betiyal to the Foreiy12 Secretary,  S i ~ n l a ,  da ted  
l l a ~ j e e l i ~ ~ , q ,  the 1 Gth .Ju/,tj, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) 

P a r r  writes on l l t h  from Yatung t h a t  a despatch arrived two days 
previously from Lhasa appointing Dhurkay Sardar ,  one of the two special 
Frontier Commissioners, to  proceed forthwith to  Gamba and endeavour 
to induce Whi te  to retire from the  south of the Giaogong plateau. His  
colleague is a Tibetan, both being of t he  fourth rank. They have been 
instructed t o  inform White t ha t  no other or higher officials will be ap-  
pointed. They have, however, no power t o  settle anything, but the Lhasa 
Council seem to rely on Dhurkay Sardar's supposed knowledge of the  
Western methods to overcome difficulties. Dhurkay leaves Yatung on 15th 
July for Gamba. The Amban has deputed a n  officer, th i rd  rank, t o  Ya-  
tung to discuss the present difficulties with Pa r r .  The latter's le t ter  ends. 
Please await White's letter, being sent by post. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 66. 

Lettcr ,front the Honourable .Ilr. (:. 13. U ~ ~ c l c l n ~ ~ r l ,  C.I. E., G'lri/j rEccrctti~.y to the 
G o v e r i ~ , i ~ c v ~ t  qf / 3 e ~ ~ g n l ,  to tllc, Set-retc~ry to the ( : o v r r ~ ~ n ~ e n t  of' I~ztlicr,  If'oreign 
f lepnrtn~ent ,  tlntetl Uco:jer/iil:y, tlrc~ 1Stl1 Jzlly, 1902. 

I am directed to  acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
the 7th instant,  in which you refer to t he  instructions issued for the 
guidance of the  Political Officer, Siklrim, in conilection with his deputa- 
tion to  the  Sikkim-Tibet frontier, and invite attention to the  modification 
of those instructions in regard to the erection of boundary pillars and the  
demarcation of the frontier orclered in  your telegram of the 11th June ,  
3 902. 

2. I n  reply I a m  to say tha t  on receipt of your telegram above men- 
tioned of the 11th June ,  the  orders contained 
in i t  were comnlunicated immediately by the  

Vicr~,oy's  inktl-nctions are 
nop i l l a rR  or telegrain in the margin to the Political Officer, 

~ ) t ~ ~ ~ t  l l l l ~ e ~ H  l,resrrvntion C ~ L ~ I  Silikiln, and the actloll taken was reported to 
I)(, srcuretl." the  Government of India in  niy telegram of the  

14th idem, which ran as  follows:- 

" Your telegram, dated 11th June ,  in  \vhich Lieutenant-Governor 
entirely concurs. White has been instructed accordingly." 

3. 21 copy of your letter under acknowledginent will be forwarded to  
the Political Oficer. Silikim, and he will be desired to  submit a report 
on the advisability of restoring the pillars originally erected on the  Jelap, 
Donchuk and Dolro passes. 

Enclosure 3 in No. 66. 

/,<ttcr jro7,z the  I$o~~ocmtbla d l r .  17. E. ?;uc-X l a n ~ l ,  C.I.E., Chie f  Scc~ .~ tc l r ! ,  to the 
i ;o~:rr~t ,~lcrt t  o f '  l io i ! l~ i l ,  to tltr Secrc tar j  111 t / ~ c  C;oc'ertiiirozt ,g' I l ~ d i a ,  
F O ~ ~ ? ! / I L  / ) ~ ~ ~ c i r t ; , i t ] ~ ~ t ,  ($(itcd Pti ~;jcc/i~z!/,  (11 r 1 (it11 .Ju/y, I 902. 

IYith ,,cfcrcnce to the correspondence ending with my letter, 
tlatrcl the 15th instant,  regarcling the deputation of the Political 
Oflicer, Sikkim, to  the Siklrim-Tibet frontier, I am directed to  submit t h e  
acco1nl)anying col,y of a letter from him, dated the l l t h  instant,  
ant1 to say tha t  the Political Officer is being informed tha t  the  answers 
given by him to the questions of the Tibetan officials who came to  meet 
him are approved by this Government. 



Annesure. 

Letto. ftaorn J. C. I1'111t~. Esy., Polificol Otficer. itt Siklcitn, Cr~ttrp Yetrtntso, North- West of 
Cl~olr~trlo, to tlre Cott?tnissio~ret., Rnjshrrl~i, dated Gntzgtolr, tlre l l t l ~  July, 1902. 

I have the honour to report that the following Tibetan officials came to see me in 
Camp Gyam-Tsho-na on the 4th instant, viz. :- 

1. Tsak-Ser Khangba. 
2. Dai-Limpo. 
3. Uhamba Jongpen. 

These oficials are all under the Tashi Lama of the Tashi Lhunlpo IIonastery at 
Shigatse. 

Nos. 1 ancl 2 were the spokesmen. They said-" We have come under instructions 
from the Tashi Lama to show yo11 the Giaogong boundary. We had previously written to 
the Tashi Lama to report your crossing the Giaogong boundary and driving back the 
Tibetan guards from Giaogong." 

8 
(Not(,.-The Tashi Lama only returned from his visit to Lhasa on the 2nd July.) To 

this I replied that it was not necessary to show me the Giaogong boundary, as I hacl come 
to lay down the boundary and survey that portion of Sikkim which was within the  
boundary as decided i n  the Convention of IS30 which was s ignel  by the Amban on their 
(the Tibetans) account. 

To this the Tibetans replied that they had heard of this Treaty, but that it was not 
signed by any Tibetan nor confirmed in Lhasn, and none of them were prepared to abide 
by it  ; that they had beell told Giaogong zvas the boundary pending discussion between 
the three Governments (British, l'il>etan and Chinese), the usual method of settling snch 
boundary disputes. To this I replied I had not come to discuss the matter, that the time 
for discussion had passed and that I .was now going to lay down the boundary as decided 
by the Treaty (now 12 years old) \vhic!l placed the bouiidary along the natural water-shed 
of the Teesta. 

The Tibetans said they \vould write to the Tashi Lama and Ll~asa and ask that 
representutivev shonld be sent to interview me ancl askecl me to wait their arrival. 

To this I aria\\-ered I conlcl not wait ; there was no question to discuss, il~icl pointed 
out thst the Tibet,ms hat1 once before bee11 aslretl to meet me and lay down the boonclary, 
but that none had come anel that no Ti l~etan rcprsaentative yet sent hat1 been able to 
answer any questions put to him, always giving the snme answer, that he must refer to 
Lhasa ; that if a n r  fresh representations mere to be made or discussions entered upon, 
such must he made in some place (Lhasn) where their men of authority \\,ere who could 
rel'ly clef i l~i te l~ to these proposals. 

The Tibet;rns then ahlct.cl for ;L copy of the Treaty and cornl)lainecl of their (Tashi 
L,rn~a's) 1;nltl ha\ 111g l,t~11 taken awsj  without their consrnt, mtl  asketl the naines of t h e  
passes alony \ \ l~ lch  th r  n1.u 111)luntlnry rail. 

To this I rrplir,l  they must aslc their own Governlrlent for a copy and lay any com- 
I)l;Lints tlley wished to nialce lwfore the Lhasa authorities. I could not give the111 the names 
of tile pnsses, ns I might make nlislakrs, but that the>- could sev for themselves if the water 
mn into the Silrlcim TTalleys or into T ~ h e t ,  ant1 that where the water parted into Siltlcim 
anrl T ih t~ t  Iva8 the 1)onnclary. Tf one of thelr party wished to accom1)any me, 1 was 
quite wlllinq to allo\v him, ant1 he xvoulcl havr perrrlission to stay with lne with his camp 
till the clen1:lrcatiou was completetl. 

To t h i ~  they replietl the?- hat1 no orders to recognise any other I~ouncktry but that of 
(2iaogong. and coulll not Come. 

1 l)nintrd ont to the111 that they must not i n  Enture violate the I~onndary which I waj  
Irow sar\.e?illg, ant[ tl121t any T~l)r tan guards or otkicials co~ning ou this nitle woultl 1)e t u r ~ ~ c d  

ant1 r e ~ ~ ~ e ~ t e t l  the111 to move thc,ir camp to 1)egontl the Sept.rl,n-la. (I hacl previorlsly 
illtiIllatt-(l to all gr,~Zlt'l.'i tllat thth> colll(l qtay.) 

TIlc,)- then as1;ed if they might come into my camp if they had any rsply from L!lasa 
to their letler. 

'ro \vllich I rc.plic.11 "eel-t;~inlg," 1)nt t11;it I refunrtl to cliscnss lliattrrs wit11 any of 
thenl. I f ,  however, tht: Ualal ld~tina rnatle ally representation in \vr i t i~~g,  1 war willillg to 
c o l ~ s ~ d e r  it. 

~h~ same (las tile Cllineae Military Official I.itint, from I<h:un~l,a Jo l~g ,  came to tc'll 
me that he had l1;td a lettc-r, ~ a j  i11g :i rel)rrqent;~tive of the A~nl)an \\.as coming from Lhnsa 
to see me alld \\,an esl~ectetl in six or sevell dilj R .  

~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ t s  from I\:h:unl)a Jong Hay ever) thing is q1tit.t ant1 no rne11 are collecting. 



Enclosure 4 in No. 66. 

'From the Government of RengaZ, Iiushtia, to the Forei,qn Secretary, 
Szmla, dated the 27th July, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) 

White's survey is nearly completed and he  will be able to reach Gang- 
tok early in August. It appears to  Lieutenant-Governor tha t  the with- 
drawal of White's escort would be certainly misinterpreted after the  visit 
of the Tibetan Deputies to  White a t  Giaogong, and tha t  certainly the Giao- 
gong valley would be immediately re-occupied by the Tibetans. The 
valley ought to be occupied now. It has been occupied for the  whole of 
the season. H e  has, therefore, decided that  for political reasons the  whole 
or part of the  escort should stand fast a t  Tangu till end of October, and 
has left i t  to  General Officer Commanding, Fort William, t o  settle whether 
for military reasons the whole or what proportion of the  escort should 
remain there. 

Enclosure 5 in No. 66. 

Letter.from the Honourable Mr. C. E. Buckland, C.I. E., Chief Secretar.y to the 
Govorlznlent of Ben,qal, to the Secretary to the Government o f  India, Forei:,n 
Department, dated the 28th July, 1902. 

(Extract.) 

I am directed to  submit the accompanying despatch, dated the  8th 
July, 1902, with its English translation, addressed to His Excellency the  
Viceroy, by His  Excellency Yii, the Chinese Imperial Resident a t  Lhasa, 
in connection with the  deputation of the Political Officer, Sikkim, t o  the  
Sikkim-Tibet frontier. I am to  add that  the despatch was forwarded t o  
this Government by Mr. White from the Lonok valley, north-west of Giao- 
gong in Sikkim, with the remark that  Mr. Ho Kuang-Hsi, referred to 
therein, was expected a t  Yatung on the 16th July, 1902. 

Annexure. 

Yu, Chinese Imperial Residrnt at Lhasa, clta?.,qed with the admitlistration of Tibetaft 
Afai7-s, Brevet Liet~tenant-Ge?ze?*n,l yf the lllauch~r. Bri,qad~ and an Assistant Chinese 
Resident, kc., kc., kc., to His E.rcellrncy tlte Right Hon,otcmblc Baron Ctrrzon of 
Kedleston, P.G., G.M.S.I., G.M.I.E.,  hc., dc., LC., Viceroy nnd  Governor-General of 
India, dated at Lhnsa, the 4th dm/ 18 tlre 6th J ~ O O I Z  of the 28th year of Kuang Hsii 
(8th ,July, 1902). 

(Translation.) 

011 t.hc 18th of 5th Moon (2:)rd June ,  1!)02) we rect?ived :I petition from t l ~ e  Chinese 
Frontier Office~~s st;~ting that. t,he Politic;ll OtRcor in Silcltim, Mr. White, \\,as proceetling to 
the frontier in  the vicinit,y of Giaogong (Chia Kang). 

Being untler the impression that he wasprobably proceeding thither with the object of 
discurnsing some frontier matters locally, we at once memorialised the Throne, announcing 
that we had appointed Mr. Ho ICnang-Hsi, a Prefect of the Thircl rank, to specially 
proceed t,o Giaogong, and, further, iirrangetl with t,he Dalai Lama for the despatch of a 
Tibeti111 official to :rct conjointly with Mr. B o  in any cliscussion with Mr. White that 
might :(I-ise. 

But, 011 t.1,~ eve of t h c s ~  office1.s' tlr1,artnre for Ginogong we were surprised to learn 
from it ptntitio~r from tile milit;lry oficcr stationed in t.he 1CIlm11l)a District t'hst Mr. White, 
accomp:ulic~tl hy trool)~, 11:rcl reitch(?tl N:rcl~in on t l ~ c  "1st of the 5t.h Moon (2fith June, 1902.) 

It  has previously heen Yonr lSxcc?lletlcy's custo~n to clearly explain by despatch any 
frolltiHr or Otllt!l. m;lt,t(?r affCct,ing Tibet, but in t.lle p r r ~ e n t  instance, tl~ongh Mr. \C'hite and 
part,y have l)cncxt,rated t,o Nirchin and l)e;\ontl, we are st,ill \vithout any comnlunication from 
Yonr Excellerrcy on t.he rnuhject, ant1 conseclaently remain in complete ig~lorance of 
Mr. White's ohject in visiting the frontier accotnpanierl by troops. 

16445 T 



It is in consequence of this that we now address to Your Excellency this despatch in the 
hope that Your Excellency may see fit to clearly inform us of the object and reasons that 
have induced Mr. White's action. 

Should this object be a discussion of frontier matters, it will be our duty, immediately 
on receiving Your Excellency's reply, to despatch the above-mentioned officials, Mr. Ho 
and hisTibetan colleague, to discuss such frontier matters as Your Excellency may 
desire. 

Enclosure 6 in No. 66. 

From the Foreign Secretary, Simla, to the Gozlernment o f  Rengal, Calcutta, 
dated the 18th August, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Following telegram dated Gangtok, the 15th August, received from 

White:--" Intimation just received tha t  Captain Par r  arrives here 16th, 
followed by Mr. Ho  Kuang-Hsi, both appointed ,Commissioners by 
Amban to discuss frontier questions. Have you any special instructions 
as to line to be taken up with Chinese envoys. To save delay I send this 
direct owing to Commissioner being in Camp, Chief Secretary, Calcutta, 
and Lieutenant-Governor, Lucknow." With Lieutenant-Governor's 
permission please issue following instructions t o  White :-" You should 
remind Chinese Commissioners that  Giaogong plateau is within 
boundary laid down by Canvention of 1890 and that  proposals made by 
Government of India for concession in respect of frontier lands near Giao- 
gong in return for commercial facilities and opening of free market at 
Phari have met with no satisfactory response; you should add that  nego- 
tiations having made no progress during last twelve years, notwithstand- 
ing our conciliatory attitude, Government of India have had no alternative 
but to compel observance of boundary as  prescribed by Convention and 
must insist on its being observed; you should also express readiness to listen 
to any pro osals for the improvement of trade relations which have hitherto 
proved a !' arce." 

Enclosure 7 in No. 66. 

Letter *from the /fonourable Mr. G. E. Buckland, C.I.E., Chief Secretary to the 
Government of Ben,gal, to the Secretary to the Government of India, 
Foreign Department, dated Calcutta, the 14th Auyust, 1902. 

(Extract.) 

I am directed to refer to my letter, dated the 28th July, 1902, and to 
forward herewith, for information, la copy of a memorandum firom the 
Political .Officer, dated the 7th instant, and of its enclosed correspondence 
relating to the desire of the Chinese official Mr. Ho  Kuang-Hsi to proceed 
to the Sikkim-Tibet frontier, along with the officer in charge of the ,Chinese 
Customs at Yatung, ,with the object of discussing frontier matters with 
Mr. White. 

Annexure 1. 

Endorsed by the Politicnl Oflcer in  rSilckim, dated Ganglok, t h  7th Augwt, 1902. 

Letmr to the Rsjshehi. Col~y, with copy of enclosures, forwarded to the Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 



Annexure 2. 

Letter from J. Claude White, E-yq., Political 0 f l c . r  i n  Sikkim, to the Commissioner of 
Rajshahi, dated Gangtok, the 7th August, 1902. 

I have the honour to forward copy of a letter received from Mr. Ho Kuang-Hsi, 
informing me that he has been appointed, i n  conjunction with Captain Parr, to proceed to 
the frontier to discuss frontier questions. 

I t  is difficult to understand what he wishes to !discuss, as the frontier along which I 
have just been was settled by t.he Chinese, nor would any good come of any discussion 
with the Chinese official alone. From my diary i t  will be seen thas the Tibetans repudiate 
the Treaty and, therefore, if any representations are to be made, they must come from 
the Tibetans, if necessary, in  conjunct.ion with the Chinese. If the Tibetans really wish 
to make any representations they will now come forward, and we can then decide if the 
delegates they fiend are of sufficient importance to be heard. 

I have written to  Mr. Ho Kuang-Hsi to say I have returned from the frontier to 
Gangtok, and that if he wishes to say anything I shall be glad if he will put it  in  writing. 

Annexure 3. 

Letter from Captain Parr, Acting Commissioner of Chinese Customs, to J. Claude 
White, Esq., Political Oflcer for Sikkim, dated Yatz~ng, the 2nd August, 1902. 

I have the honour to enclose herewith a commnnication (translation attached) from 
Mr. Ho Kuang-Hsi, a Prefect of the Third rank, appointed in  conjunction with myself to 
proceed to the frontier and there discuss with yourself such frontier matters as you may 
elect to bring up. 

Annexure 4. 

Letter from Mr.  Ho Kuang-Hsi, Prefect of Third r a n k  a n d  decorated with Peacock's 
Fealllor, to J. Claude VTItite, Esq., Political Oficer for Sikt im,  dated Rinchingong, 
the 31st Ju ly ,  1902. 

I have the honour to acquaint you that their Excellencies, the Chinese Residents at 
Lhasa, having learned of your presence on the frontier, concluded that your object must be 
a discussion of frontier matters. They therefore memori'11ised the Throne to the effect 
that they had selected me, in  conjunction with the Yatung Commissioner, Captain Parr, 
to proceed to the frontier and there discuss with you any questions thal may arise. I 
reached Yatang about a week ago and have had several interviews with the Yatung 
Commissioner, with whom I hope shortly to proceed to the frontier. I, therefore, venture 
to request that should there be any matters conceruing the Tibetan frontier which in your 
opinion require adjustment, you will be so good as to await the arrival of the Yarung 
Commissioner and myself at the frontier, where we will at once proceed to the discussion 
of such frontier matters as you may elect to bring forward. 

Enclosure 8 in NO. 66. 

P r o m  the Goi-e~-nn~e~t qf' Ue~z,~nl, Sini, l j .A:,  to t11e Foreigu Secretay, Silnla, 
datctl the 19th Au,qust, 1902. 

Your telegmm 18th. Your instructions have been communicated to 
White in reply to his similar telegram, of 15t.h to this Government. H e  
was told to receive statement in writing from Chinese Commissioner, sub- 
mit it to Government through Commissioner of Rajshahi. 



Enclosure 9 in No. 66. 

From the Political Officer for Sikkim, Gan.qtok, to the Foreign Secretary, 
Simla, dated the 21st August, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Mr. Ho has been obliged to  postpone his visit till the 27th owing to 

indisposition. 

Enclosure 10 in No. 66. 

From the Foreign Secretary, Simla, to the Government of Bengal, Calcutia, 
dated the 29th August, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your letter, August 14th. Tibet. With Lieutenant-Governor's 
permission please communicate following instructions to White 
m reply to his letter, dated the 20th August :-" Suggestions in your 
letter are generally approved, but full permission to  trade in Tibet which 
you propose to demand for Sikkim people should also be demanded for 
British subjects who should be allowed to buy land and build houses a t  
Phari  and other places on trade routes. You should also stipulate for right 
to appoint British Agent a t  Phari  or Gyantse, or both, but proposal to 
depute a representative to Lhasa if strongly opposed need not be pressed. 
Further communication will be made regarding rate of duty on Indian tea, 
but in meanwhile you might propose that import should continue to be free 
till rate of duty is settled and ascertain views of Chinese Commissioner's 
instructions." 

If Lieutenant-Governor agrees, White may be directed to correspond 
direct with Government of India regarding these negotiations, sending 
copies of letter or repeating telegrams to you. Copies of replies will simi- 
1a.rly be sent to you. 

Enclosure 11 in No. 66. 

Letter from the Under-Secretary to the Government o f  India, Forezgn 
Department, to the Honourable Mr. C. E.  Buckland, C.I.E., Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, dated Simla, the 2nd September, 
1902. 

I am directed to refer to your letter, dated the 28th July, 1902, 
forwarding a despatch from His Excellency Yii, the Chinese Imperial 
Resident a t  Lhasa, in connection with ,the deputation of the Political 
Officer for Sikkim to the Sikkim-Tibet border. 

2. I am to forward, for transmission, a reply to this despatch from His 
Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General. A copy is enclosed for the 
information of the Lieutenant-Governor, with a spare copy for transmission 
to Mr. White. 

Annexure. 

Letter j'rotn the Right ITonoltrable George Nrtthaniel Baron Curzo?a of Kcdleslon, 
G.M.S.I., kc., Jc., kc., Viceroy and Governor-General of India, to His Excellency Yu, 
Chinese Iqnperial Resident at Llirtslz, Bret!et- Lieutenar~t-Gene?-c~/ of the Mrt ncAu 
Brigade, r l n t ~ ?  Sitnla, the ?rid Skpternber, 1902. 

In Your Exccllencj's despatch, date(1 the 8th July, 1902, you observe that yo11 have learnt 
with sliprise of tho visit which Mr. White, our l'olitical Olficer for Sikkim, has recrnt,ly 
made to the Sikkim-Tibetan border, and you ask me to ~ t a t e  the object and reasons of 
Mr. White's proceedings. 



1 have t,he honour to inform Your Excellency in reply that the object of the journey 
from which Mr. White has recently returned was to inspect the boundary as laid down in 
the Convention of 1890, and to compel the withdrawal from Sikltim territory of any posts 
which the Tibet.ans might have established in violatiot~ of the terms of the Convention of 
1890. In  mg letter to His Excellency Wen, dated the 25th March, 1899, I explained that any 
concession which the British Government might be disposed to make in respect to the 
frontier lands near Giaogong could only be agreed to on the clear and definite undert,aking 
that matters a6 to trade would be placed on a proper footing, and that. to secure this it  was 
essential that natires of Brit,ish India should have access to and be permitted to trade freely 
at Phari. 1 need not remind Your Excellency that the offer which I then made to Your 
Excellency's predecessor has met with no satisfactory response, and t,hat,, notwithstanding 
the conciliatory attitude OF the Bribish Government, the negotiations for t.he improvement 
of trade relations between India and Tibet have made no real progress during the paBt 
twelve years. I n  thwe circumstances I have no alternative but to compel the observance 
of the boundary as prescribed by the Convention ; and until matters as to trade have been 
placed on a satisfactory footing, I must cont,inne to insist on the boundary being observed. 
Any ~roposals  which Your Excellency may make for the improvement of trade relations 
will, however, receive my carefnl consideration, and I have instruct,ed Mr. White to discuss 
with the Commissioners, whom Your Excellency has despatched to Gangtok, ally sugges- 
t.ions that may be put forward with t,his object. 

Enclosure 12 in No. 66. 

Letter fronz the Honourable illr. C. E. Buckland, C.I.E., Cltiej' Secreta~y to the 
Gover~zment of Bengzl, to the LS'e~retary to the Government qf India, 
Fore<qn Departnzent, dated I)nrjeeliny, the 2nd Septe~i~ber, 1902. 

With reference to the correspondence ending with my letter, 
dated the  15th July, 1902, regarding the erection of boundary 
pillars by the Political Officer of Sikkim in the neighbourhood of Giaogong 
and the advisability of restoring the pillars originally erected on the Jelap, 
Donchuk and Doko passes, I am directed to submit, for the  information of 
the Government of India, the accompanying copy of a letter from the  Com- 
missioner of the Rajshahi Division, dated the 24th August, 1902, and 
to say that  tihe Lieutenant-Governor agrees in the view expressed therein 
that the  erection and restoration of the boundary pillars may %be postponed 
for the present. 

2. The report of the tour of the Political Officer, Sikkim, referred to  
in paragraph 2 of the  Commissioner's letter of the 24th August, 1902, will 
be submitted to the  Government of India as soon as  the views of the  Com- 
missioner have been received on it. 

Annexure. 

Lette'l- from C. R. Mawndin, Esq., C o ~ ~ ~ ~ n i s s i o n ~ r  of Rnj*~hnhi, to tlrc Cl~ipf Sccretar!/ to tlle 
Go~)~rn lnen t  of Brngnl, Polzticccl Depn~.ltnrvzt, date(? Cawlp D l n q ~ ~ i c l . ,  the 24th August, 
1902. 

With reference to your letter, dated the 15th July. 1902, forwarding the Government 
of India's lctter, dated 7th July, 1902, calling for a report on the erect~on of 
the boundary pillars along the Silckirn-Tibet frontier, I hiive the honour to say 
that the Political ORicer is of opinion that no new pillars shoultl be erected or old 
ones repaired until the bonndary to the north of Sikkim has bee11 finally settled, and it  is 
seen what action the Tibetans will take on the demarcation of the boundary as laid down 
in the Treaty of 1800. 

2. I t  ia not clear wllat the Political Oficer means by a filial settlement of 
the Treaty bountlary. From his lelter, tlated l(;th-I7th August, 1902, forwarding his 
report of his tour, a copy of which hits been sent lo yon by the Political Officer direct, i t  
wonld appear t h a ~  Rlr. White has identified the Treaty boundary without any possibility 
of cluestion. Governmilent is already aware that the Tibetans h,lve no intc3ntioll of taking 
any action towards acknowledging the 'l'reaty bonndary till they are forced to do so. I t  ie 
not that they have qi~estioned any particrllar points on the boundary line, but have ignored 
and continued so far  to ignore the whole line. By its recent action Government has 
asserted its possession to the country below this line, it has been surveyed, and so far as the 
erection of pillars depends on whether i t  is the true boundary or not that question should 



be considered as settled by Mr. White's identification of the pointa, and pillars can be 
erected. Unless the tract of country between the Treaty boundary line and the line 
claimed by the Tibetans is to be surrendered to them I think that boundary pillars should 
be erectod when required and the old ones repaired. 

3. I n  view, however, of a possible settlement of the trade question between Tibet 
and this Qovernmerlt on a basis of surrender of thia portion of Sikkim territory to the 
Tibetans reported in  my letter of yesterday's date, I recommend that orders for the 
erection or repair of pillars be postponed for the present. 

Enclosure 13 in No. 66. 

Letter +-om the Honourable Mr. C. E. Buckland, C.I.E., Chief Secretay tu 
the Government o f  Bengal, to the Secretary to the Government o f  India, 
Foreign Department, dated Darjeeling, the 5th September, 1902. 

(Extract.) 
I am directed to submit, for the information of the  Government of 

Tndia, copy of a letter from the  Commissioner of the  Rajshahi Division, 
dated the 23rd August, 1902, submitting with his remarks copy of a letter 
from the Political Officer. The enclosed copy of Mr. White's letter, dated 
27th August, 1902, to the C'ommissioner, shows that  there is no immediate 
prospect of Mr. Ho  Kuang-Hsi and  captain Par r  visiting bhe Political 
Officer of Sikkim for the purpose of negotiations. 

Annexure 1. 

Letter from J. C. White, Esq., Politicul Oflcer f u r  Sikkim, to the Commissioner, Rujsliahi, 
dated Cfangtok, the 27th A I L ~ I I R ~ ,  1902. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to report that I have received private information that 
Mr. Ho-Knang-Hsi has received orders from the Tibetan Council of Scate to postpone his 
visit to  m e  pending discussion of the  situation i n  that Council. No official communication 
has been received from Mr. Ho. 

Annexure 2. 

Letter ftnonl C. R. ;Kro'indit2, Esq., Commissionsr of Rrdsl~uhi, to the Chief !fectsctuty ~ I J  

the Government of Bcr~gal, Political Del~urttnent, dutcd Cam)) Dinujpur, thr, 
2:lrrl Augtcnt, 1902. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to forward letter, dated 20th August, received to-day. Mr. 
White believes that the present is a good opportunity of negotiation to obtain 
reasonable trade concession in Tibet and the establishment at Lhasa of a Resident to 
protect British interests. Mr. Ho-ICoang-Rsi arrive8 at  Gangtolc on the 21st with 
Captain Parr, and they are bot,h apparently empowered by the Chinese Government to 
open some sort of negotiations with the Government of India on the trade question 
between that Government and Tibet. So far as the matter in hand is concerned China 
and Tibet may be considered as convertible terms. The heail of the Tibet Government, 
the Dalai J,ama, has made no direct move in the direction of negotiation, but probably 
Mr. White i~ right in  holding that. the object which t,he Government of India have in view 
may be attained by negotiating with t,he Chinese officials or at all events a considernble 
advance may be made tomartl~ its attainment. The recent events at  Giaogong have very 
much strengthened our posit,ion ; and if Mr. White's anticipations are correct,, the Chinese 
authorities are prepared to recogniae this and force the Tibetans to meet us on trade 
matters in consideratioll of the surrender to T i l ~ e t  of the territory between Giaogong and 
the Treaty frontier. I recommend that Mr. White may be authorized to propose terms to 
Mr. Ho-Kuang-Hsi ;and Captain Parr on the lines suggested in his letter. So far as the 
wishes of the Maharaja of Sikkim are concerned, I know from personal discussion with 
him that he  would be quite willing to surrender this bit of territory if it would result in 
improving the relations of our Government with Tibet. The people have suffered for 
some  yea^ by being deprived of free access to Tibet, and the State would gain b? 



the removal of such restrictions. With respect to the conditions proposed by Mr. White, 
I would recommend that both marts at Gyantse and Phari should be opened. I also 
advise a clause which would allow the Sikkim people to graze their flocks of sheep and 
yaks in  the valuable grazing grounds between Giaogong and the Treaty frontier on 
payment for permits granted by the Tibetan Government on terms to be afterwards fixed. 
I am telegraphing to-day to Mr. White that he can discuss matters with Mr. Ho-Kuang-Hsi 
and Captain Parr on a friendly footing and forward their ~ i e w s  to Government without 
at the same time cornmittiug himself to anything till the orders of Gorernment are 
received. A copy of my telegram is enclosed. 

Annexure 3. 
From C. H. Marin.din, Eq. ,  C.S., Commissioner, D i n a j j ~ u r ,  to tlte Politiral Oficer, 

Gangtok, Si'kkim, dated the 23rd August, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your Letter, 20th August, forwarded to-day to Government. You can discuss matters 
amicably in  general lines of your letter with Mr. Ho-Kuang-Hsi and Captain Parr 
and forward their views without committing yourself to anything pending the orders 
of Government. 

Annexure 4. 
Letter from J. C. White, Esq., Political Oficer for Sikkim, to the Commissioner, Rajshahi, 

dated Gangtok, the 20th August, 1902. 

(Extract.) 

The Chinese have now for the first time, during these negotiations, come forward to 
make proposals for the restoration to the Tibetans of the ground between Giaoeong and 
the boundary just laid down by me according to the Convention of 1890, in return for 
which they are willing to give concessions on the Chumbi Valley route. This they are 
doing to save their dignity, and also because they are afraid of their influence in  Tibet 
waning. The party headed by Phuntso Dorji would like to prevent the Chinese from 
taking the initiative, and it  mas by Phuntso's influence Dhurkey Sardar was put forward 
to discuss matters with me at the Naku-la. My refusal to see Dhurkey has thrown his 
calculations out, and the Chinese have come forward. The Chinese assert that Shengtai 
(the Amban who signed the Convention of 1890) actually wrote to the Tibetans saying 
that he had given them their old boundary at  Giaogong, and the Chinese now 
acknowledge that a mistake was made and are willing to negotiate for the restitution, to 
the Tibetans, of this ground. To take advantage of the present opportunity, while the 
Tibetans are still in  fear of the results of the late survey, and whilst the Chinese are 
willing and ready to negotiate, I must know exactly what the views of Government are 
and what would be accepted in exchange for this territory. Under these conditions 
and with a full  understanding of what Government wishes, I think there is every 
prospect of matters coming to a more satisfactory conclusion than has htherto seemed 
likely. Mr. Ho Kuang Hsi arrives on the 21st, and our first interview takes place on the 
22nd. 

The conditions might take t,he following form :- 
(1.) A mart a t  Qyantse or Phari (the former if possible) with 
(2.) No restrictions of any kind on trade and a special clause that the agreement 

is to be fully carried out both in  spirit and letter. 
(3.) No llew w;~lls are to be built across trade routes and the existing walls to be 

dismantled. 
(4.) Full permission and free access for the Sikkim people to trade i n  Tibet by 

whichever route they please. 
(5.) 801ne representatives i n  Lhasa. 

A new alld unusual feature in  the present negotiation is  the appointment of 
Captain Parr, an Englishnlan altllough a Ohin3se official, and he is appointed directly by 
the YarnCn in Pelting. The official rank of Captain Parr and Mr. Ho can be gathered 
from the following :- 

(1.) Viceroy. 
(2.) Governor. 
(3.) Taotai. 
(4.) Prefect and Commissioner of Customs. 
(5.) Magistmte. 

Mr. Ho and Captain Parr are therefore appointed as equals of the 4th rank. I also 
hare to report t,hat a new wdll has been constructed at Galingka and there are about 899 
Tibetan soldiers at present in the Chumbi Valley. 



Enclosure 14 in No. 66. 

From the Government of Bengal, Darjeeling, to the Foreign Sec~e- 
tary, Simla, dated the 14th September, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) 

The Lieutenant-Governor being unable to transact business, I submit 
the  following urgent matter for orders of Government of India. 

Commissioner, Rajshahi, on postponement of negotiations recently col~.  
templated between White and Chinese Commissioner, proposed that  the 
tl-oops, 75 Gurkhas, now a t  Tangu, about 10 miles below Giaogong, should 
remain there during winter unless some settlement is previously made with 
Tibetan Government. H e  thinks if we withdraw from the newly asserted 
territory without keeping military post or erecting boundary pillars, we shall 
have made no effective act of possession and that  it will be no act of aggres- 
sion if Tibet reoccupies on our withdrawal. White's views opposed to 
Commissioner's. I am of opinion that, for political purposes, retention 
of troops a t  Tangu is not necessary. Our temporary withdrawal for 
climatic reasons would not constitute abandonment or justify reoccupation 
by Tibet. I f  Chinese meet White before end of month, as latest informa- 
tion shows probable, this can be distinctly explained to them, but even 
if negotiations are not resumed, Tibetans must know well enough that 
they have been expelled from the newly asserted territory and that  their 
reoccupation of it has not been authorised. As to military reasons, Tangu 
is 13,000 feet high, snow falls in October and may be several feet deep 
during winter, troops could not operate and Gurkhas might suffer severely 
from cold. I believe that  only English troops were maintained a t  fort 
Gnatong. I have consulted General Townley, who considers i t  altogether 
undesirable to retain these troops a t  Tangu or anywhere in Sikkim north 
of Gangtok, as military operations impossible during the winter and troops 
can easily be sent again in the spring if required. Combining both points, 
I see no political requirements outweighing military objections and pro- 
pose to  authorise one troop leaving Tangu in October before snow falls and 
two [sic]. White explaining as above to Chinese Commissioners when 
negotiations resumed. I submit the matter as urgent as, if troops are  to 
be retained a t  Tangu, huts must be commenced immediately and rations 
for winter sent up. 

Enclosure 15 in No. 66. 

From the Foreign Secretmy, Sinzla, to the Government of Bengal, 
dated the 16th September, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your telegram 14th September. Tibet. Government of India agree 
that  there is no necessity to retain troops a t  Tangu during winter. White 
should explain position to Chinese Commissioners if opportunity offers. 

Enclosure 16 in No. 66. 

Letter ~ I - O I I L  the Honoflrable Mr. C'. E. Buckland, C.Z.E., Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Sec~etary  to the Govern- 
ment of India  i n  the Foreign Department, dated Darjeeling, t h  17th 
September, 1902. 

(Extract.) 

I am directed to submit, for present information, the  accompany- 
ing copy of the report of the Politioal Officer, Sikkim, dated the 



15th August, 1902, on his recent tour along the Sikkim-Tibet frontier, 
together with a copy of  a letter, dated the 6th September, 1902, from the  
Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division, containing his views thereon. 

Letter from J. C. White, Esq., Political Ojicer for Sikkim, to tlie Chief Secretary lo the 
Government of Bengal, dated Gangtok, the 15th August, 1902. 

T have the honour to forward my report on the tour along the Sikkim-Tibet frontier. 
I shall be much obliged if you will kindly have it printed and send me one dozen 
copins. 

A n n e x u r e  2. 

Report on tour along the Sikkim-Tibet frontier. 

On May the 52nd I received telegraphic orders from the Government of India to  
proceed with a small escort along the disputed boundary between Sikkim and Tibet, and 
to turn out any Tibetan guards that I might find on the Sikkim side of the boundary as 
laid down in the Convention of 1890. 

2. On May the  27th I sent i n  certain proposals i n  connection with this tour which were 
accepted, and on 9th June I received final orders to proceed as soon after the 15th June 
aq possible. I bad meanwhile warned Captain Murray, the Officer Commanding the  
troops at  Gangtok, that there was the possibility he might have to visit the boundary and 
asked him to have everything in readiness to save delay. 

3. On 29th May I proceeded to Kalimpong and Rungpo to collect mules for transport, 
and also sent orders to Rhenok and Pakhyong to collect all the available mules there. 

4. On receipt of final orders I telegraphed to Captain Murray to hand over t w a  
months' rations to Mr. Dover (State Engineer), who arranged to have them carried up  a t  
once in  advance to Tangu on the mules I had collected at  Gangtok, thus lessening the  
amount of baggage to be carried with the escort. I also arranged to have 350 Paharia 
coolies as transport for the escort, &c., as far as Lamteng. 

5. On the 15th of June I left Gangtok taking with me 150 men of the 44th Gurkhas 
and two officers (Captain Murray and Lieutenant Coleridgs), a Medical Officer, Captain 
Lowson, a hospital assistant, and followers. I t  was a wretched day and poured from 
early morning till 1 o'clock, and in consequence all the men and coolies were wet through 
and many of the loads ~oaked.  The loads of ammunition were too heavy,-over a maund 
each-and the last of the coolies did not reach Tomlong till very late, after dark, and t h e  
next morning many of them hac! fever and were unable to go on, and there was much 
delay in  obtaining fresh coolies to take their places. 

6. At Sarnatek we were obliged to give the coolies half loads, as by this time most 
of them had utterly broken down, principally with fever brought on by the verJ- wet 
weather, anrl there was again delay owing to the distance from which new coolies had t o  
be collected. 

7. One reason for the large percentage of casualties amongst the  coolie^ is that a 
coolie can only go his own pace, and if hurried, as he inevitably w ~ l l  be when acco~npallied 
by an escort, he breaks down. Coolies carrying just the same loacls who went ahead of the  
colamn, aid could go at theil. own pace, carried the loads as far an Tangu without a single 
man falling sick. 

8. At Chungtong, I had ordered Lachung coolies ancl ponies to be in  waiting, and 
we got on well fro111 there to Lamteng. 

9. A few miles above Lamteng, I had ordered yaks to meet me and from there on we 
had no dlficulty whatever, as they make the very best transport animals possible in  the 
h~l ls .  These y;~ks autl aolne of the Lachung ant1 Lachen people remained with m e  
thro~ighout the tour and did excellent work. 

10. The mules were kept in reserve at Tangu aud carried up any stores and rations 
that were required from Gangtok. 

11. On the 26th of .11111e, I weut to Giaogong taking with me 100 men under 
Cnptnin Mr~rray :lnd lcilving 50 men under Lieutenant Coleridge at Tangu, and 
pitchetl camp half n mile above the Tibetan wall. 1 found tile Khamba, Jongpe~l and 
D i ~ ~ g p e ~ ~  at thcb well with 10 Tibetans ant1 gave them 24 honrs' notice in  which to 
relnove to the other sicle of the boundary. That evening the telegranl with newn of 
the King's illneas not havi~lg reached me, I had a dinner in commelnoration of the 
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coronation, and after dinner all the Kazis, Munshis, and Headmen, &c., drank His 
Majesty's health. On the morning of the 27th, after some protests, the Tibetans removed 
across the boundary. Soon after they left Giaogong, some Chinese soldiers under a small 
Chinese military official came over the Seperbu-la and camped two miles above my camp. 
This  official came to visit me the following day. He said he had no authority to do 
anything, but had been sent to m&me and see what. I was doing. 

12. At Giaogong on the 27hh I commenced the survey, fixing m y  position by t.he 
known points of Kinchenjhan, Chomiomo and some trigonometrical points south of 
Giaogong, and having done so the survey was worked north and east. 

13. On July 1st I moved camp north to t,he Gyamtsho-na to be nearer the boundary 
a n d  to the survey work, which mas now completed as far as the Seperbu-la. The 
houndary runs across the plain at  Phuchungpang, a little south of the Seperbu-la and is a 
long flat pass extending for some miles, and is so level it was difficult to fix the water-shed 
without a minute inspection of the ground. 

14. From the pass, roads run  to Khamba Jong and Tinki Jong d o i v ~  very gradually 
sloping open plains, where no resistance could be offered to any force from this side. 

1 .  On the 4th Ju ly  1 received visits 'from t,he Chinese official before mentioned, wbo 
informed me chat the Amban had sent a representative from Lhassa, and that he was 
shortly expected on the frontier. I also received a visit from the Ichamba Jongpen, Isak- 
Ser Khsngpa of Shigatfli, and Dailunpo (formerly Khuwba Jongpen, whom I met at Tebli 
in  1890). These men said they had come under instructions from the Tashi Lama of 
Shigatsi to show me the Giaogong boundary, and I told them that my orders were to lay 
down the boundary as shown i n  the Convention of 1890, which Convention had been 
signea by the Chinese Amban on behalf of the Tibetans. To t,his they replied that they 
had heard of the treaty, but that it  was invalid, as it  had not been signed by any Tibetan, 
and they nsked me to wait and not continue my work till a representative came from 
Lhasa. To t,his 1 answered I could not postpo~le the survey, as no discussion could take 
place except with men in authority, and that could only be done in Lhasa, and after some 
more unimportant talk they took their leave, first avking permission to revisit me later on. 

16. During the next ten days camp was moved over to Yemutsho, and the whole of 
the  territory between the Giaogong boundary and the boundary laid down by the Con- 
vention of 1890 was esplored by me and mapped out, and I traversed the whole of the 
boundary going along the crest of the hills from the north of Chorniomo to the llort.11 or' 
Powhonri a t  heights varying from 19,300 to 21,200 feet. 

17. The character of the tract of country is Tibetan, the climate is dry, cold and 
bracing ; hardly any rain falls ; the valleys are broad and flat, and the hills are more 
rounded and worn than those to the south in Siklcim. During the day there is always a 
high wind blowing from the south up the valleys, which is very trying. Vege(ation is 
scant: only a very little grms and in man1 places not even that, but what there is is very 
nourishing. The climate is very changeable-at one moment burning sun and the 
n e x t  a snow-storm accompanied by a bitterly cold wind. 

18. To the north of the great snows the formation of the hills changes. In  place of 
the universal gneiss, the hills to the west are composed of red or red-brown shale, ~ v l ~ i c l l  
appear8 to have minerals in  it  and to 11e of volcanic origin ; to the north of shales slate of 
a blue grey colour ; i~nt l  to the east what might have been at  one t,irne a sea-shore, tllough 
I could find no  hells in it, and of soft santlstonr loosely cemeritetl together. 

13. In this t.ract there were 6,270 sheep and 787 ynlts, out of which only 1,14:5 sheep 
a n d  80 yaks belonzed to Sikkim ; the remainder.were owned by Tibetans. 

20. There were also 2, if not 3, herds of ovis ammon, and on the northern hills 
numerous goa (Tibetan gazelle) and kyang (wild am). Some specimens of 6he Tibetan 
sandgrouse (Synhaptes Tibetanus) were also obtained at  an elevation of 18,000 and over. 
Several wolves and lynx were seen and numerous hare. Rrahmini ducks were breerling 
on  the ponds. There were also a number of but,terflies, chiefly of t.he Parnassiils, Argynnis, 
Colias, Lycc~na. and Venessa species, and some of the specimens caught are, I believe, nc,w, 
and have been dent to Englancl for identificat,ion. 

21. From the hills to the north some very fine views of Tibet were obtained, ant1 
many placetl, such as Tinki Jong, Kamba Jong, Cc., I have been able to fix Ily 
triangulation. 

22. On the 13t,h I returned t,o Giaogong and spent the next three days in exploring t,he 
Xsngua-la and in making a path up the lower portion of the valley. 

23. On the 17th I crossed the pass with 1.20 laden yalts, 30 laden mules, 125  coolie^ 
and one laden pony. Very light  load^ were given, and the journey was accomplished, 

any accident, although the pass, particularly on the east, is very precipitoutr. 

24. I proceeded first up the Naku Chu to the Naku-la. Near the top of the pas3, on 
one I foulld the usual Tibetan wall, rather better built than is customary, running 
across the valley with a block-house on the east, and sonle cJrnaller blockhou~es on 
a ridge coming down from the east. The top of the pass is long. Hat and swampy wit,h 
*everal lakes. On the way up  some very large mineral springs were met with, imd  ample 
 bottle^ of each have been sent down to the Chemical Examiner for analysis. ' lhis walor 
conbins sulphuretted hydrogen, and apparently contains sulphur and iron in large 
quantities. 'These springs were forming luge deposits. 



25. I was met on the Pass by two Tibetan officiale, the Shigatsi Depon and Isak-Ser 
Khangpa, who wished to discuss the question of the boundarp. They were accompanied 
by Dhurkey Sardar of Yatung. whose antecedents are well known to the Darjeeling Police. 
He is a man I have hitherto always refused to see in  any capacity on account of his known 
bad character, and I saw no sufficient reason for departing from my usual custom on thie 
occasion, although it was alleged he had been sent by the authorities a t  Lhasa. If this ie 
true 1 consider the Lhasa authorities showed disrespect amounting almost to an inault to 
the British Government by so~lding such :L perdon, knowing as they do the estimation h e  
is held in  by  us. The other two could show no credentials and said they were not 
authorised to answer any questions. and no discussion could therefore take place and they 
returned across the frontier. 

26. As the survey of the Naku Chu was finished, I removed camp to the Longpo Chu, 
and went up that valley as far as it  was possible, visiting the only pass into Tibet, the  
Chorten Nima-la. This pass is practically impassable for any transport except coolies, 
and difficult for  them. The summit of the pass on the south is a long, very difficult, 
scree of loose stones, and to the north a very steep snow slope ending in a glacier. The top 
of the pass is surmounted by several pinnacles of rock which look as though they might fall 
at any moment and are very characteristic. Cf all the passes into Tibet, along the whole 
frontier, this is the only one with any pretence to fine scenery, and is very grand. The  
cliffs on each side run up to over 2,000 feet and are almost perpendicular. The elevation 
of the pass is  18,654. 

27. On exploring the head of the Longpo valley, I found it  completely blocked by  
glaciers, some of very large extent. One glacier in  particular is worthy of notice, as i ts  
formation is moat unusual, consistiug of ice pinnacles over 100 feet in height and of every 
shape imaginable. They were interspersed by pale blue lakes which gave a wonderful 
effect. 

28. I n  this vallej- the survey was much retarded by the mist which swept up  from 
the south over the Kinchenjunga range and obscured the high snow peaks all round, and 
it  was only very early in  the morning any readings could be taken. 

29. These valleys are quite unlike those to the north of Giaogong. They are bounded 
on the north by an impregnable, almost perpendicular wall of rock and snow, and the only 
outlets to Tibet are the Naku-la, an easy pass,and the Chorten Nima-la, which is practically 
impassable and never used. There is also a little more rain here than in the Cholamo 
valley, and the wind is not quite so strong. 

30. There were 2,615 sheep and 858 yaks grazing in these two valleys, but there i s  
room for thousands more sheep, as many of the downs (ancient moraines) ovsr which I 
went had excellent grass on them quite untouched. 

31. At  present the only route from S i k k i ~ n  is over the Nangua-la, which is closed by  
the first fall of snow, and in order to make the occupation of the valley effective, a road 
must be made up the Lonok Chu. This route is impassable at  present owing to cliffs 
running into the river, which is unfordable, but I have asked for funde to construct a road, 
and hope to put it in hand before long. 

3%. Escort.-The escort did very well and had hardly any illness during the whole 
time. On reaching Qiaogong 13 of the men fell out and had to be sent back to Tangu, 
suffering from severe headache and mountain sickness, brought on by the height. After 
this there was practically no illness, and the Inrn stood the excessive height very well. I 
suppose this is tlle first time in history troops have been called on to perform duties at  
such an elevation, and the result has been most satisfactory and very creditable to the 
Gurkhas, of which the escort was conlpoaed. 

33. A l t ~ t u d e s :  Rnrefird at)..-In my experience of coolies,etc., I find that the height 
is felt most at from 14,000 to 16,000 feet, and that if they once get over that, going to a 
still higher altitude has very little farther effect. Personally the height does not affect me, 
and I felt perfectly well at 21,200, nor d ~ d  the cnolieq who accompdnied me compla~n at  
the highest altitudes. hly highest camp \Vah at 18,4:10 feet, and none of us felt any 
uneasiness, and we all slept very well. 

31. There are two points, viz., Chonl~omo, 22,990, and Powhunri, 23,190, which 
could easily be reached, especially the l,ltt~.r, as there is a long snow slope right up to the 
top, up which steps could easily be cut, and ~t might be ~nteresting to make experiments 
at these heights. 

I believe that nowhere can suc l~  h r ~ q h l s  be reached so easily. Powhunri is the 
monnta~n from which the Teesta, the ilmocliu, autl the I b s i  take their rise, as well as 
some rivers running north. 

3 ; .  Transport.-I had great ditficl~lly with tllecoolie transport as far as Chungtong,as 
the we,lther was bad and the coolies got Eevcr ant1 ha1 either to be sent back or given half 
loade. From Chungtong it was easier, as I got ponles from the upper valleys. From 
Pema-kam, a. few miles above Larnteng, there w.lh no tliliiculty, as we had yaks. They are 
certainly sple~ltltd transport an im~ls ,  vrly burr-footed, fast ant1 strong, and 1 doubt if any 
better transport in the hills could he ol)tainerl. Unfortunately they cannot be used under 
11,000 feet on account of tlle damp ant1 heat, which ltills thern. They (lid splendid work, 
especially over the Nangua-la, where they went down places almost perpendicular. 
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There is one matter I would like to to call attention to, and that is the size of the tents 
taken by the troops. They were too big for hill carriage, and when wet they weighed from 
2 to 4 maunds and were too heavy for mules and quite impossible for coolies. They 
should have been half the size. Also i n  another expedition of this description the 
ammunition boxes should, if possible, not weigh more than 35 seers. 

36. Ration,., clothing, kc.-This required a good deal of arrangement, as all the d.ik 
posts u p  the line had to be rationed : also food had to be carried lor the mules and the 
coolies who accompanied me. At these heights each follower hns to be su1)pliecI with 
warm clothing and blankets, and as no firewood was procurable that had to be carried up 
to each camp. I n  one or two camps on the north of Giaogong there was no fodder, and 
this had to be arranged for and carried up. and arrangements had also to be made to 
@upply the troops and followers with meat rations which necessitated arranging for sheep. 
All  this required a good deal of forethought and care, as i t  would not have done to run out 
of any of these things at  these excessive heights. 

37. Sur.vry.-The surveyors, Lobzang and Rinzing, and the lrhalasis did excellei~t 
work under very t r ~ i n g  circumstances, as all the points of obserr:rtion were most expose?, 
a t  great elevations and always i n  a cold high wind, and often in finow arid hail. d glance 
a t  the map will show the work done, and that  I have been able to fix many places in  TibeL 
as well as define the bonndary. 

38. P?~oto.qraphs.-I exposed nearly 100 plates of sizes 12" x 10" and 13" x S", but am 
somewhat disappointed i n  the results. Some of them have turned out well, but many of 
%hem are not good I am sorry to eay the telephoto lens came too late to be of any use, 
there having been some mistake in  the packing which made i t  too heavy for parcel poet. 
However, I hope to send in some views taken with it  of SimolcLu and ICinchenjunga, ant1 
will forward books of all the views as soon as they are ready. 

39. 14filitn7.y n s ~ s ~ r t  of the Frontier.-This has been lolly gone into by Major 
Iggulden, Intelligence Officer, but I rnay add that once past Giaogong the country offers 
absolutely no difficulty to transporting an army in any direction, n F  nll the tops of the hills 
a n d  passes leading into Tibet are flat icnd the northern sides slope ~raclually down into the 
plains of Tinki Jong, Icharnba Jong or round to the east, north of Powhunri, to the plains 
across which the roacl from Phari to Gyantsi runs. All these routes were to be clearly 
seen and offer no difficulties whatever. 

40. Dd?cs.-These were admirably arranged by Mr. Dover, and letters reached me 
from Gangtok at  Cholamo, a distance of over SO miles, in  two days, although the weather 
i n  lower Sikkim mas very bad-a most creditable performance. 

41. Grnera1.-I must add that both officers and men workecl with rlle in  a most 
cordial spirit throughout. The inhabitants of the Lachung and Lachen valleys helped 
most loyally, and there were practically no complaints during the whole time I was out. 

$2. A tracing of the map is sent as the map is not yet finished, I)ut I hope to get it 
ready i n  a few days, when it  will be forwarded to the Survey clepartment to be printed, 
and copies of it  will be sent as soon as possible. 

J .  C. WHITE, 
Political Officer. 

GANGTOK, 
Tka 15th August, 1302. 

Letter from C. R. Marindin,  Esq., C.S., Cotnmissionw of the Rujshul~i  nit:ision, to t h e  
Chief Secretary to the Gover7~nzent of Beltgal, dnted Dal>eling, the 6th S'rj)tr~~~~l~er.,  
1902. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. step hen son'^ letter, 
dated the 2nd September, 1902, asking me to submit my views on the rellort 
of the tour of the Political Officer, Sikkim, a copy of which was sent to yon 
direct. I have thought it would perhi~ps be more convenient to do so while at  the 
same time briefly condensing Mr. White's report,. Mr. Whitc's orders, conveyeil 
in Four letter, dated the 9th Junr ,  were to assert our treaty rights in respect of the 
boundary between Sikkim and Tibet, as laitl down in Articles 1. : L I I ~  111. of the 
Convention of 17th March, 1890, t1em;rrcating the bounclary and removing :dl Tibetan 
guards and officials from the Sikltim side of the frontier by setting up boundary 
pillars and re-erecting the boundary pillars pudled down by the Tibetanu ; to report 
on the whole question of grazing on both sirlas of the frontier; to make, as far 
as possible, a scientific survey of the frontier on both sidee, inrlnding whatever can 
he seen of Tibet; to take a complete set of phot~ograpbs, ant1 al8o to t;tke the opport.unity 
of adding what he could to our present knowledge of the nat,ural hi.story of the high 
altitudes he would reach. Mr. White was to be accompnnied by an escort of 150 
Gurkhas and two officers from Gangtok. Mr. White received telegraphic orders on the 
eubject from the Government of India on the 22nd May. His arrangements were 
completed, and he left Gangtok wit,h his escort on the 15th June, reaching Qiaogong on 
the.26th of that month. 



Tvrozsport.-The only trouble over the transport was during the first two nrarches, 
when most of the coolies broke down. This was partly due to them belng hurried, having 
to march along with the escort, and to heavy loads. P o n ~ e s  antl a fresh re.qerve of coolies 
did better, and after yaks were obtained no further difficulty was experienced. Mr. White 
speaks very highly of these animals for transport purposes, and describes them as very wre-  
footed. fast, and strong, but they cannot be used below an altitu~le of 11,000 feet. 
Mr. White says he found the tents take11 by the trool~s too big, and when wet too 
heavy for mules and quite impossible for coolies to carry. They should have been half the 
-size. The ammunition boxes were also too heavy for cooly loads and shoultl not weigh 
more than 35 seers each. 

Assertion of possessioi~.-The Tibetan guard at Gaiogongl received, 24 hours' notice 
to remove to the other side of the boundary on the 2Gth, and dld so on the 27th \vithout 
disputing the matter beyond a formal protest. The Kharnba Jongpen and Dingpen were 
present a t  the time, and the Tibetan guard numbered 40. The \\-all :ind block-honse were 
demolished. On crossing the Nangna-La pass into the Lonak \;~lley, Air. White found 
another wall and block-house mhich, it is mentioned in his di'try of the 21st .July, mere 
also demolished. Mr. White has surveyed aud mapped the Treaty bo~lndary. He found 
no difficulty in  determining the water-shed, except at Su:wrbo-La. A tracing of the 
survey has a l r e a d ~  been sent to you with his report, and the map when finisllecl will be 
sent to the Survey Department to be printed. O\\ling to Inore recent orders from the 
Government of India, boundary pillars were not erected, and those removed were not 
repaired. 

Grazing puestio?~.-d report on this has been separately subnlltted hy Mr. Tihite. 
He found numerous flocks grazing on the Giaogong side and the valleys :tcroEs the  
Longnak-La. The grazing grounds are evidently va1u:rble. A few of the sheep and yaks 
found on them belonged to the Sikkimese. 

Stirve!/ r ~ n d  ~~I~otogra]~hs.-The survey mas comn~encecl :kt Giaogong by fixing the 
known points of Kinchenjhan, Chomiomo, and some triqonometrici~l points south of 
Giaogong, and was then worked north and east. The party travelled over the whole of the 
boundary along the crest of the hills from the north of Chomiorno to the north of 
Powhunri a t  heights varying from 19,300 to 21,200 feet. During this p ~ r t ~ i o n  of the snrvey 
the whole of the territory between the Giaogong boundary ant1 the Treaty bonlldary was 
explored and mappcd out. I n  order to reach and survey the 1)onntl:try west of Chon~iomo, 
Mr. White had to return to Giaogong and cross into the Lonak valley by tht. Lungnak-La 
(Nangna-La) pass (mhich mas accomplished with some difficulty), ant1 picked up his points 
again at Sinolchn (vide his diary of the 19th July). He then prc~ceeclecl to fi~lish the 
western portion of the boundary. The map will show that Mr. White has been able to 
localize Ichamba Jong, and a good maul- other places in Tibet He has also taken a good 
number of photographs, and could, I ullderstand, have taken more successful ones if the 
weather had been better. The tele-photo lens also came too late to be of rnuch use. 

Scre)ztz)7c o b s e r v u t r o ~ ~ ~  rind IIU~LLI*~LI 1~1sto~y.-It TIAS  not to be expected that any 
very extensive information of a scientific nature or additions to the natnr'tl history of tho 
tract could be obtainecl in so tlhort a tour, but a certain amount of interesting facts have 
been gathered. Mr. White describes the general features of the country north and east of 
Oiaogong as distinctly Tlbetan. The valleysare broatl and fiat, the hiils ~ ~ o u n d e d  : ~ n d  won>. 
The boundary at  Phuchnngpang, just below Superbu-La, is a long fiat plain, and so level 
that it was difficult at first to fix the water-shed. Veget;ttion is scanty \\.it11 very little 
grass, but what there is is very nourishing. The climate is dry and cold, but very 
variable-at one moment burning sun, and at  the next :I sno\lr-storm, accompanied hy a 
-cold wind. During the day a high wind blows from the south up the \alley, \\lhich \\!:IS f o ~ u ~ d  
very trying. To the north of the great mows the formatloll of the hills cllnnges, and i n  
the place of the ordinary gneiss found in Sikkim, red or retl-bro\vn shales appe:Ir, \\.hich 
seem to be of volc~nic origin, and to have minerals in them ; shaly hlcltes of a blue grey 
colonr, and soft santlstonr were also observed. At one polut >[I.. \\Thite noticetl what hat1 
the ap1)earance of oltl ~eashore, though he could find no sl~ells In it. 111 this tract he 
found traces of ovis :lmmon, and on the uortllern hills nnnlerous goa (T111et;ln g .~~e l le ) ,  
and kyang (wild ass), also sand-grouse, a t  ; ~ n  elev.rtion of 1S.OOO feet. Sotne wolf es ,111d 
lynx were seen. ant1 numerolls hares, and Brahlnini duck were breed~ng on the ponds. 
severdl specimens of butterflies were obtained, some of whlch were believed to 1~ new 
ant1 have been sent to England for identification. The chav.xcter of the ralleys to 
the west of Giaogong across the Lungnak-La differs in po~tl t  of climate, as there 
is more rain and less wind, but the valleys themselves, I understantl, present the 
same features of undulation and past~lre lands, though their ontlets into Tibet are 
more difficnlt. I n  this tract some large lniueral springs were met w ~ t h  fl.0111 
which samples have beell sent to the Chemical Examiner for analysis. The Ile:lcl of the 
I,angpo valley at the (:hoten-nima-La pass is colnpletely blocked by glaciers. 111 one the 
pecrlliar formation of ice I)innacles, some over 100 feet high, was ~~oticeill~le, i~~tersl)erseil 
with pale blue lakes. These pinnaclts may very likely be due to the ice in the bed of 
the glacier melting, leaving the sides, which are more protected, in the shape of pinnacles 
as evidence of the enorlnons thickness of the glacier. Of all the passes  long t l ~ e  Trt.aty 
frontier into Tibet this is the only one which possesaetl gtancleur of hcenery. 
Mr. White attained vbry high altitudes. I t  is i~iteresting to fillti that the rareficdtion 
of the air is most felt a t  lleights of 14,000 to 16,000 feet, and that above that up to ",200 
feet neither Mr. White himself nor his coolies experiencetl any dilficulty. The highest 
camp was a t  an elevation of 48,344 and none of the party felt :Iny ~~neasineau and all slept 

well. 



Passes.-There are three passes across the  Gliaogong line, the Donlcia, Giaogonq, 
aurl Lungnak-La. The latter is cliflicult and would probably be impassable for any large 
transport. I t  can, however, be turned by making a road into the Lonak valley up the 
L m a k  and Zemmu rivers. An estimate for this road has been already submitted. 
hlr. White tells me there may be other passes from Sikkim west of this, but they are not 
used. Inside the Lonak ~ n l l e y  the country presents no difficulties up to the frontier. 
East ancl north of the Giaogong line the country appears to be an undulating plateau right 
u p  to tlie frontier, and at  Phuchung-pang or Superbu-La it  is an easy walk across the 
boundary into Tibet Prom this point roads run  to Khamba-Jong and Tinki-Jong d o ~ m  
very gradually sloping plains, where no resistance could be offered to any force from this 
side. Eastwards 1111 to Powhunri the frontier presents much the same character, and 
affords an easy march over the Tibetan plains to the road from Phari to Gyantsi. l'he west 
side of the frontier is more difficult. The valleys on this side are described as being 
bounded to the north by an impregnable almost perpendicular wall of rock, ancl the only 
outlets to Tibet are the Naku-La, an easy pass,and the Chotennima-La, which is practically 
impassable and never used. 

A c f i o ~ ~  tctken by the Tibeta)l Government.-While no real resistance has been 
offered to Mr. White's toor, the operation has excited some interest i n  official circles in  
Tlbet H e  was met at Glaogong by the Ichamba Jongpen and Dingyen, and was visited 
by a Chinese officer with a sluall party of soldiers next day. Another vlsit was paid him by 
the Kliamba Jongpen, who came with instructions i rom the Tashi Lama of Shigatzi to 
show hiin the Giaogong bnuntlary. These oEFicials ignored the existence of a valid Frontier 
Treaty. At tlie KaBn-La RIr. White was met by the Shigatzi Depon and Isaksee 
lihang-pa, accompanied 1 ) ~ -  Dnrkey Sardar of Yatung. The two first named officials wished 
to discuss the boundnr~  question, but as they carried no credentials no discussion took 
place. RIr. White refused to see Durkey Sardar, as he is an escaped criminal from British 
territory. It mas alleged that he had been eent by the authorities at Lhasa, but it  is not 
apparent that he offered to show any credentials, and I think Mr. White was right in  
refusing to recogllize him. I t  is observable that except for the alleged authority to Durkey 
Sardar, the Lhasa Government has made no direct move in the matter, though they must have 
been well aware of wli'xt mas going on, and that, so far as their officials made any 
communication to hlr. White, it was to deny the validity of the Treaty. The Chinese 
Inlperial Resident at Lhasn has, as you are aware, addressed a letter to His Excellency 
the Viceroy enquiring the object of hIr. White's mission, and at one time it appeared 
likely that Air. Ho Kuang-Hsi would open negotiations with Mr. White at  Gangtok, but liie 
visit was stoppetl, as it  is said, by orders from the Council a t  Lhasa. 

11. Ge)zerrtl.-Mr. White has carried out his mission expeditiously and with success, 
and his report contains useful and interesting information. He speaks in  high terms of 
the conduct of the escort uniler Captain Murray. The arrangements for rations and the 
postal arrangements are salt1 to hive been admirably managed by Mr. Dover, and the 
Survejora L o b ~ ~ n g  and H ~ n z ~ n g  did excellent work under exceptionally trying 
circi~mst~~nces.  

Enclosure 17 in No. 66. 

I,etter fieom J .  B. Wood, Esq., Under-Secretary to the Government of India, 
Foreign Department, to J .  C. W l ~ i t e ,  Esq., Political Oficer f o ~  Sikkim, 
Gangtok, dated Sinzln, the 30th September, 1902. 

I n  the inst,ructions which were communicated to the Government of 
Bengal for transmission to  you on the 29th August, 1902, it was stated 
that  a further comn~unication would be made to you regarding the rate of 
duty upon Indian tea imported into Tibet. 

2. On the information at present before them the Government of 
India are unable to decide \\.hat is the maximum rate of duty which might 
reasonably be accepted, and a reference is being made to the Bengal Cham- 
ber of Commerce on the subject. 

I n  the meanwhile I an1 to ailthorise you, in the event of negotiations 
being opened with the Chine.ie Commissioners, to propose a duty a t  the rate 
of 5 per cent. ad valow~u, ~vhicll is the rate that 'has hitherto been levied 
on tea imported into China by sea. Any comments on this proposal which 
map 11e made by the Chinese Commissioners or any alternative suggestions 
which they may pnt forward should be reported to the Government of India 
for consideration. 

3. It would be convenient if you could ascertain from Captain P a r r  
what duty, if any, is now levied on China tea imported into Tibet through 
'J'achien-lu or by other routes. 



Enclosure 18 in No. 66. 

From the Governncent of Bengal, Darjeeling, to the Foreign Secre- 
tary, Simla, dated the 30th September, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) 

White reports ' that  Mr. Ho, writing on the 25th September from 
Rinchingong, has officially reported to him his recall to Lhasa by the 
Chinese Ambans for important special business. White states that  the two 
Ambans have quarrelled in Lhasa, as the junior Amban says that he ought 
to  have been sent to interview White, to \I-hich the senior Amban 
objects. P a r r  says that  Mr. Ho, being a clever man, will be back in  a 
month, and that  he only goes now to Lhasa to save time as he can get no 
replies to his letters. 

Enclosure 10 in KO. 66. 

From the Governn~ent of Rengal, Dnrjeeling, to the Foreign Sscrr- 
tary, Simla, dated the 22nd October, 1902. 

(Telegraphic.) 

White writes 20th : - ' I  I have received the following information, 
which is interesting, as i t  is the first time that  the Dalai Lama has 
acknowledged a European official. I understand that the Tibetans had 
contemplated stopping all communications with India, but that, owing to 
the Commissioner a t  Yatung, Captain Parr, having been appointed by the 
Emperor of China to discuss frontier matters, they have reconsidered the 
subject and are willing to discuss. The Dnlai Lama has also asked Captain 
Parr to procure for him some artificial flowers, a trivial request, but one 
showing that  the objection to Europeans illlist be on the decline." 

Enclosure 20 in No. 66. 

Letter front. H. S. Barnes, Esq., C.S.Z., Secretn1.y to the Govo-n- 
ment of India, Foreign Dspartnzent, to S i r  E. Satozu, G.C.JI.G., His  
Britannic Mccjesty's Jlinister in China, dated Sinrln, the 24th Octsbe~., 
1902. 

(Extract.) 

I am directed to forward, for your information, a copy of the corre- 
spondence cited on the margin which has passed 

Tranfllation of letter between His  Excellency the Viceroy ancl the 
from His Excellency Y11, 
Chinese ~ n ~ p e r i a ~  Resident at Chinese Imperial Resident a t  Lhasa. Mr. 
LhaAa, t:, His Excellency the White's l~roceedings during his tour along the 
Viceroy, dated the 8th July Sikkim frontier are described in his report 
1902. to the Government of Benual, dated the 

'. from His Exce!- 15th August, 1902, a copy o? which is also lency the Viceroy to His 
~ ~ ~ ~ l l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  Yu, datrd the enclosed. The instructions which were given to 
2nd September, 1!)02. Mr. White, that he should not cross the frontier 

laid down in the Convention of 1890, appear 
to have been carefully observed. 



Enclosure 21 in No. 66. 

Letter from the Honourable Mr. C. E.  Buckland, C.I.E., Chief Secreta~y to 
the Government of Bengal, Political Department, to the Secreta~y to 
the Governntent of India,  Foreign Department, dated Darjeeling, the 
23rd October. 1902. 

With reference to the correspondence ending with the  telegram from 
the Foreign Department, dated the 21st May, 1902, I a m  directed 
to submit, for the information of the Government of India, the 
accompanying copy of a letter from the Commissioner of the Rajshahi 
Division, dated the 9th September, 1902, together with its enclosed report 
from the Political Officer of Sikkim on the grazing in the upper valleys of 
that  State above Giaogong and Lonak, and the proposed levy of fees from 
the Tibetan graziers who come there. 

2. The report of the Political Officer shows that  for three or t h r e e  
and-a-half months in the year, the Tibetan graziers keep their cattle i n  
the Sikkim grazing grounds, but on the approach of the winter, they drive 
their herds into Tibet, where the Sikkim herdsmen are also allowed to take 
their cattle without the payment of any fees. Mr.  White recommends that, 
so long as the Tibetans take no fees from the Sikkim herdsmen, none be 
demanded from the Tibetan graziers, and the Commissioner supports the  
recommendation. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor agrees in the view taken by the local 
officers that  the status quo should be maintained so long as the Tibetans 
allow reciprocal grazing in Tibet to herds of cattle from Sikkim. As 
regards the proposal of the Political Officer that  Tibetan graziers coming 
into Sikkim should be required to  register their names and the number of 
their flocks, His  Honour agrees with the Commissioner that  no useful pur- 
pose will be served by adopting this measure, and considers tha t  no steps 
in that  direction are necessary. 

Annexure 1. 

Letter f1.o1)1 C. R. All'~t-indi)t, ESP., C.S., Comrnissionrr of the Rclj~hahi Division, to the 
Chirf ,Serr~lury lo the Cint~r?.~zjnent of Bengnl, dated Dnrjeeling, the 9th September, 
1902. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to forward Mr. White's report, dated the 13th August, on t h e  
grazing in the Ilpper valleys of Sikkim above Giaogong and Lonak, asked for  
1)y t,he Governnie~it of India in their telegram of the 2lst May. The Political 
Officer during his recent tour on the upper frontier found 6,270 sheep and 737 yaks 
grazing on t,he rathcr north ,ol Giaogong and up  to and eaet of the Chomiomo 
lakes, of which 1,346 sheep and 80 yaks belonged to Sikkiniese. I n  the Lonak 
v;~lley there were 2,615 sheep ant1 H.58 yaks, of which 621 sheep and 226 yaks mere 
Sikkimeae. Frorn the liuta at.tached it  will be seen that all the 80 yaks in 
the Giaogong Valley belong either to the blaharaja or Jerung Dewan, and all the sheep 
and yalm in the Lonak \'alley to t,he Maharaja. The grazing goes on for three or three- 
and-a-half months in the year, after which the Hocks are driven for the wiliter into Tibet. 
The Siltkim l~e~.dsrnen are aI lo\~c~(l  to take their flocks there too, and no fees have hitherto 
beell levietl from them by the Tibetans. In  view of the importance to the inhabitants oE 
tile 1,acllen-Lach:ing  alley of ljeing able to take their flocks into Tibet during the winter 
month*, :~nrl of generally maintaining the present cordial relations for their sake in matters 
of local triltle ~vitll  t,he Shigatei people, Mr. White recornrnend~ that the Tibe ans should 
be allo\\ed free grazing in tlie (;i:iopollg and Lonsk valleys 80 long as they tcontinue to 
levy no fees from the Siltltiruese for the use of the Tibetan @azing gronnd~.  The Lachen 
and IJachnn= peol~le are rlependant for their salt, wool, and flour on trade with Shigatxi. 
hlr. White nronld, however, require the Tibetan graziers to register their name8 and the 
number of their Hoclcs ant1 l~ertls. He has not suggestetl how this is to be managed. In 
tile event of the Tibetali8 clo5ing their grounds to the Hikkim l~eople, Mr. White mys that 
somc strl,s will be necessary to 1)rotect the latter, but does not propose any part.icnlar 
course of action. So long as the Til)etans allow the Sikkimese to take their flocks and 
herds illto Tibet during the winter nionths, I would allow them to graze their flocks and 
herds in the ~ ;~ l le ;ys  alloye the Giaogong line, and also in any part of undisputed Sikkim 
\vhere they hare been in the ha l~ i t  of grazing free of charge. IE the Tibetans close their 
grazing grounds in Tibet to t,he Siklcimese, the proper course will be to forcibly expel all 



their flocks and herds across the frontier. I do not think that the Tibetans will resort to 
this course, as they would be very considerable losers. I would not recommend Mr. White's 

for taking lists of the Tibetan g r a z i e ~  and their animals. I t  would be a trouble- 
mme matt,er and very likely to lead to friction without serving any particular purpose so 
far as I can see. At preflent the local feeling towards the Sikkimese in this part of Tibet 
seems to be fairly cordial, and any measure calculated to alter it for the worse is to be 
deprecated. For the present, therefore, I should let things go on as they are, but it is clear 
from the lists that the Sikkimese are for the most part afraid. to tlse these grazing grounds; 
for the number of their cattle and sheep found there are few and many of them belong to 
the Maharaja, so that they evidently require encouragement, and I would instruct the 
Political Officer to see that tho Sikkim subjects underataud that they can now use the 
grazing grounds up to the Treaty boundary freely and without fear of molestation, and to 
take precautions that they are not molested. 

Annexure 2. 

Letter fl'om J.  C. White, Esq., Political Ofice?.  in Sikkim, to thr Commissinner of tlle 
Raj.~liahi Divisior~, daled Qangtok, tlte 13th August, 1902. 

I have the honour to send you the following report on the grazing in t.he upper 
valleys above Giagong and Lonak, asked for by the Government of India in their telegram 
of the 21st May. 

I n  the valleys to the north of Giaogong and up to and oast of the Chomiomo lakes, 
there are flocks of sheep numbering ti,270, and herds of yak numbering 7.17, out of which 
numbers only 1,346 sheep and YO J-alrs belong to men living in Sikkim. 

In  the Louak valley there are 2,615 sheep and 855 yaks, of which 621 sheep and 
226 yaks belong to the inhabitants of Sikkim. 

These sheep and yaks graze in  these upper valleys for three to three-and-a-half months 
in the year, and are driven for the minter on to the plains of 'Pibet around Tinkijong, 
Khambajong, and to the east of Kbambajong. The docks and herds belonging to men in 
Sikkim are also driven into Tibet for the winter and not into Sikkim. 

No grazing feecl have been levied up to date by the Tibetans for the sheep and yaks 
belonging to Sikkim, nor have any fees been taken from the Tibetans by the Lachen 
Pepens (headmen). I mould advise that no lees be taken from the Tibetan graziers so 
long as the Tibetans take no fees from the Sikkim herdsmen, and the only change I would 
make is that the T~betan  graziers coming into Sikkim should register their names aucl the 
numbers of their flocks and herds. 

I t  is most important that the inhabitants of the Lachen Lachung valley should be 
allowed to take their flocks and herds into Tibet for the winter, as there is no room in the 
lower valleys for a large number of animals (yaks), and if they keep any Tibetan sheep, 
they cannot bring them down at all, as they will not live in the damp, and the whole of 
wool \vould be torn off in the jungle. 

I \vould not object even to a small tax bein: paid on Sikltim sheep and yak grazing 
during the winter in Tibet so long as the people of Lachen ant1 Lachung are allowed free 
entrance and interconrse is lrept open between them and Tibet. To these people it is 
absolutely essential tlrat they should be allowrd to go freely as far as Shiqatzi ; their 
whole existence allnost depends on thiu, as they get their siilt, wool, and flour from Tibet, 
ancl any tratle (timber ant1 madder) thep have is with Tibet. I therefore wish to keep the 
relations between the111 , ~ n d  the Shigntzi people a8 friendly as possible. The present 
relations hctween the peoplc of the upper valleys and the T~betans under the rule of 
Shigatai is vrry corrlial , ~ n d  s11ould remaln so, a~ id ,  as this consiiler,~tion is Inore important 
than the s~na l l  tllun whicll would he realized as grazlllg fees, I would not lcvy any on our 
side. 

Shoultl however t l ~ e  Tibetans cloze their ground to the S ikk i~n  people and not allow 
them to cross thc honndary either to graze or to trade, some steps will be necessary to 
protect our 11co1)le. 

The grazing grounds are excellent for both yak8 and sheep ; the grass, though scanty, 
is very nourishing, alld there is an efflorescence of nitre \vhich comes out of the ground on 
which the sheel) :Iud yak3 Honrlah and which takes the place of salt :md therefore saves 
csrtai~l expenditure. More use c,ln eaa~ly be ~natle of these grazing grounds, and 
thousand8 more sheep could be easily snl~ported. These \vould be a va1u:ible asset, as 
wool is now rising ill price and sheep easily procured and require very little attent~on. 
Br~t one thing is necessary to Sikkim people grazing large flocks, and that is that Tibet 
should not be closed to them in winter. 



Enclosure 22 in No. 66. 

h # t e ~  from J. C .  White, Esq., Political Ofice? fo r  Sikkim, t o  the Secretary 
to the G m e r n m e n t  of India, in  the Foreign D e p a r t m e n t ,  d a t e d  Gangtok, 
the 26th January, 1903. 

(Extract .) 

I have the honour to send s letter in original, with translation, f r m  
His Excellency the Chinese Resident in Tibet to His Excellency the 
Viceroy. I also enclose copy of a letter from Mr. Ho Kuang-hsi to me. 

Annexure 1 .  

From Yu, C'hznese I~nper ln l  Re~rcfent a t  Lhnsn. chrirgerl with the cidministration of Tihetan 
a f u i ~ s ,  Breuet-Lieutenant-Generrcl of' the iWc~nchu Brigcide ; und Hfc, Assistant 
Chinese Imperial  Resident, kc., kc., to His Excellencg the Right Honourable Barojz 
Clirzon of Kedleston, P.C., G.M.S.I., G.M.I.E., tbc., kc., Viceroy a u d  Gocernor-General 
of India .  Duled at Lima, Kuuny-HSZL 28th year, 10th Xoon, a n d  29th day 
(28th November, 1902). 

(Translation.) 

WHEN Mr. White proceeded to the frontier, me supposed his object must be the 
discussion of some matters there, so memorialised the Throne to appoint Mr. Ho 
Kuang-hsi, of Prefect rank, to proceed to frontier and there discuss such matters as 
Mr. White might elect to bring formar~l. We accordingly addressed a dispatch to 
Your Excellency to the above effeci, which is on recorcl. Subsequently me memorialised 
the Throne by telegram to the effect that Sir Robert Hart, Bart., Inspector-General of 
Customs, be instructed to depute the Yatung Commissioner, Captain Parr, to jointly act 
with Mr. H o  Kuang-hsi. Later me were informed by Mr. Ho that he mas proceeding to 
Gangtok to discuss matters there with Mr. White : just a t  this time, however, Mr. Ho became 
ill and requested leave to return to Lhasa. 

On the 9th day of the 9th Moon (10th October, 1902), we had the honour to receive 
Yonr Excellency's despatch, explaining that Mr. White had proceeded to the Yikkim 
border with the object of inspecting the bounclary as laid down in the Conrention of 1890, 
and to compel the withdrawal from S ~ k k i m  territory of any posts which the Tibetans 
might have establishetl in  violation of the terms of the Convention of 1890 ; and expressing 
a desire that xnatters as to trade be place(1 on a more satisfactory footing, and that Your 
Excellency had instructed Mr. White to discuss matters wish Mr. K O  Kaang-hsi and the 
Yatung Commissioner, Captain Parr. 

We have carefully cousiilered the question, ant1 must t h i ~  time have the matters a t  
issue discuss~tl by our Deputies, and thus both sides mill be satisfied. Xow that hfr. Ho 
Kuang-hsi has suffic~ently recovered from h ~ s  illness, we have deputetl him to proceed to 
the frontier, and, in  conjunction with the Yatut~g Cominissioner, carefully to discuss 
matters with Mr. \Irhite. We sincerely hope that by this means friendly relatioils may 
continue between India and Tibet. In this way f ron t~er  matters ant1 trade relations can be 
settled eatisfactorily for both. We sincerely Iiope that matters will be thus amicably 
arranged, so ought, therefore, to write this despatch e x l ) l a ~ n ~ n g  our meaning to Your 
Excellency. We, therefore, beg Your Excellency to instruct Mr. W h ~ t e  accordingly. A 
necessary despatch. 

Annexure 2. 

Letter from 'Mr. Ho Krinnq.h.ui lo -Mr. Wllite, dnterl Ktcc~ng-Hsu, 281th Year, 12tA .lfoort 
and  23rd day (21x1 J r tn~iury ,  1903). 

(Translation.) 

SOME time ago I and Commissioner Parr were deputed h~ the Chinese Government to 
settle the frontier ~nattel-s. Just at that time I was on the point of proceeding to Gangtok 
to discuss matters with you. I)ut unfortunately I became ill and was unal)l(b to proceed. 
Moreover, I had temporarily to return to Lhasa in connexion with some important official 
matters requiring my presence there. These matters have been settled, and 1 have now 
returned to Yatung. 

I n  order to have tbcse frontier matter8 settled, the Wai-Wu-Pn (Chinese Foreign Office) 
deputed Commissioner Parr to act in conjunction with me. Tlieir Excellencies the 
Chinese Imperial Residents at Lhaua have ndrlressetl a despatch to His Excellency tho 
Viceroy and Governor-General of India to this effect which is on rtbcord. These matters 



must be mutually discusfied by us, so I venture to hope that SOU will consent to come to 
yatung for a few days with this objeot, i n  token of the friendly relations existing between 
us. If we can discuss matters in a friendly manner here, frontier and other matters can 
be oxpected to be settled quicker, which w-oulcl, indeed, be fortunate. I venture to beg 
an early reply as to whether you will he able to come here for this purpose ? 

Enclosure 23 i n  No. 66. 

Lstter from His  Excellency Maharaja Chand1.a sham she^' J ang ,  Rana 
Bahadur, Prime iMinister and Marshal of Nepal, to H i s  Excellency the 
Viceroy and  Governor-Gene~sal of India, dated Delhi, January ,  1903. 

(Extract.) 

I a m  deeply grateful to Tour  Excellency for honouring me wi th  an 
invitation to  be present in  this great asselnbly which is unique in  modern 
times. I would have been so~,ely grieved if some accident had  kept  me 
away from this  assembly. I thank Your Excellency heartily for the warm 
welcoine accorded to lne and for the care taken for our comforts. I am 
deeply obliged to Your Excellency for the honour done and the considera- 
tion shown to us. I shall take this opportunity, with Your Excellency's 
permission, of assuring Your Excellency's Government that  I shall always 
deem i t  a sacred duty and a valued privilege not only to  cultivate and  to 
continue unimpaired the friendly relations subsisting between the  Govern- 
ment of India  and Nepal, bnt to strengthen and improve them, so tha t  we 
may realise all those expectations which the association with a Power like 
that  of England may naturally raise in our minds. I am fully conscious 
that the interest of my country can best be served by the continuance of 
the friendly relation hetween India and Nepal. 

No. 67. 

Despatch from Mr .  Townley to the :Ila~*q~ress of Lansdowne, dated 
Peking, Ja~rualy  13, 1903 (Receiv~d ilIn~7ch 2). 

(Extract.) 

Yu Tai,  fhe newly-appointed Chinese Resident in  Tibet, called 
upon me on the 5th instant. Yu Tai, who is the brother of Sheng 
Tai, the Chinese negotiator of the 1890 arrangement, expressed him- 
self a s  most anxious to do all in his power to arrive a t  a satisfactory 
settlement wit11 Mr.  White of all outstanding frontier questions. H e  said 
that he hilllself had no personal know-ledge of the Tibetans, but from all 
he had heard i t  was very evident that they are  a grossly stupid and 
ignorant, people, and that one of his principal duties would be to enlighten 
them as f a r  as  lay in his po1~~e1-. H e  said that  he had hoped to have been 
able to travel to his new post by way of India,  but that,  af ter  due considera- 
tion of the ]matter in concert with Prince Ching, i t  had been decided tha t  
such action ~lligllt  engender suspicion in the minds of the Tibetans, and 
that he llad beell reluctailtly obllged to abandon a plan which would have 
enahled hiln to acquire useful inforination as to the views of the  Indian 
Government. As  a t  present arranged, he would now travel by the  usual 
route, viA the Yang-tsze River and Szechuan, and would not be able to 
reach Lhasa nlllch before next Jnly.  Yu Tni repeatedly expressed hi: 
earnest desire to preserve the best possible he elations with the Indian Govern- 
ment, and implied tha t  i t  n~onld be especially gratifying to him to be able 
to complete his brother's work. 



No. 68. 

Letter from the Foreign Ofice to the India Ofice, dated February 3, 1903. 

I am directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you a copy 
of a Memorandum which has been comrnuni- 

• Memorandum left b;v cated by the Russian Embassy," stating that, 
M. poklewski-~oziell, Feb- according to the information which the Rus- 
ruary Znd, 1903. sian Government have received from an authori- 

tative source, a British military expedition has 
reached Komba-Ovaleko on its way north by the Valley of Tchumbi. 

The Memorandum further states that  the Russian Government have 
called the attention of His  Majesty's Government to this information to 
avoid misilnderstanding, as they would consider such an expedition to 
Tibet as likely to  produce a situatioil of considerable gravity, which might 
oblige them to take measures to protect their interests in those regions. 

The assurances mentioned in the Memorandum are no doubt the replies 
given to the inquiries made by Baron Graevenitz on the 22nd October, 1902, 
and recorded in the despatch of that  date to His  Majesty's Charg6 d'Affaires 

a t  St. Petersburgh. Copies of that  despatch 
t To lir. C. Har.'inge, have already been forwarded to your Depart- 

October ZZnd, 1902. 
(No. 58.) ment, but a further copy is inclosed for con- 

venience of reference. t 
I am to request that  Lord Lansdowne may be favoured with the views 

of the Secretary of State for India  as to the reply which should be returned 
to  the Memorandum. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON. 

Enclosure in No. 68. 

Memorandum communicated by M. Poklewski-Koziell. (Received a t  
F o ~ e i g n  Ofice, February 2, 1903.) 

Depuis les assurances donnkes par le Cabinet de Saint-James au sujet 
d'une expedition rnilitaire et de construction de chemin de fer au Tibet, 
de nouvelles informations de source autoride sont parvenues au Gouverne- 
ment Imp6rial. I1 paraitrait qu'une expkdition de troupes Anglaises 
aurait  atteint Komba-Ovaleko se dirigeant vers le nord par la Vallde de 
Tchumbi. 

L'importance majeure que le Cabinet Imperial attache 9. dcarter toute 
cause de troubles en Chine lui ferait consid6rer une pareille exp6dition au 
Tibet comme de nature 9. produire une s i t ~ ~ a t i o n  d'une gravitd considkrable 
qui, le cas kchdant, pourrait forcer le Gouvernement Impdrial prendre cies 
mesures pour sauvegarder ses intdrets dans ces parages. 

C'est pour dviter tout malentendu que le Gouvernement Imp6rial croit 
devoir attirer l'attention du Gouvernement de Sa Majest6 Britannique 
sur les informations rhcemment parvenues a Saint-P6tersbourg. 



No. 69. 

From the S e c r e t a ~ y  of  State for India to the Viceroy, dated 4 th  February, 
1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Foreign Office has received communication from Russian Aml~as- 
sador representing that  his Government has received authoritative infor- 
mation that  British Military Expedition has reached Komba Ovaleko on 
its way north by Chumbi Valley. Please report whether there is any 
foundation for this. The Russian communication goes on to say that  the 
great importance attached by the Russian Government to the avoidance 
of all cause of trouble in China would cause i t  to consider such action as  
likely to produce a situation of considerable gravity, and that  i t  might be 
compelled in such case to take steps to safeguard the interests of Russia 
in those regions. 

No. 70. 

From the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India, dated 6 th  Febrzca~ny, 
1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

The authoritative information of the Russian Ambassador re- 
garding Tibet, i t  is needless to say, is without the smallest foundation. We 
urge that  immediate action be taken in the sense of our despatcli of 
8th January. Ho-ICwang-si has returned suddenly to Yatung, where 
he has asked White to meet him to discuss in friendly spirit frontier 
and other matters. ,I letter has also been received from Amban 
Yu proposing to discuss frontier matters. We request that  we may Ile 
permitted to make preparations for the proposed mission, and to reply to 
Amban that  we are quite ready for friendly discussion. 

No. 71. 

From the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for Zndicl, 11th Febrtiwr,y, 1903. 

We ca.11 attelltion to the anibiguous t e r m  of pal agrnl)h 3 of tllc cor;~. 
munication dated 5th December from W'ai Wu Pu,  almut Tibet, which we 
have just received from Charg6 d'ilffaires a t  Peking, and to the fact that  
Yu  Tai is not exl)ected to arrlve at  Lhasa till July, though he is olcle~ed, 
in that comniunicntion, to proceed there at  once with all speetl ant1 co~ild 
easily have alsrived l>y the end of Fel~ruary. This slipports 0111- view that  
there is intelltional delay. I n  our view situation is extremely \erioi~s nnrl 
early action necessary, and we desire again to ilnpress this on His Majesty's 
Government. 



No. 72. 
Despa,toh fi-om ,the filurquess of Lansdowne topsir C .  Scott, duted 

11th February, 1903. 
(Extract.) 

The  Russian Ambassador called upon me to-day, and  we had some 
canversation upon the subject of the note left at this  OfFice on the 2nd in- 
s t an t  by M. Poklewski-Koziell. I told his  Excellency t h a t  the language 
of this  communication seemed to me to be unusual and, indeed, almost 
minatory in  tone. I referred especially t o  the  statement t ha t  the Imperial 
Governnlent might, in  consequence of our action in  a country which imme- 
diately adjoins the frontiers of India,  find i t  necessary to  take  measures 
to protect Russian interests in those regions. I could not conceive why 
i t  was necessary for Russia to evince her interest i n  this manner. I 
trusted tha t  his Excellency would forgive me for  saying tha t  this was not 
the only case in  which complaints, which seemed to me gratuitous, had 
heen addressed to us by the Russian Government in  consequence of action 
wliich was within our undoubted rights. H i s  Excellency would, I said, 
always find me ready to give him infornlation a s  to events which might be 
of interest to both our Governments, but i t  would be much easier for rile 

to do this if the Russian Government would avoid the appearance of taking 
us to task upon such occasions. H i s  Excellency hoped tha t  I would not 
attach too much importance to the form in which M. I<oziell's communica- 
tion tva.s couched. I t  was not to be regarded a s  a. wri t ten or  official corn- 
rnuuicat.ion, but merely a rough note of the substance of a telegram which 
the Russian Embassy had received. I then told H i s  Excellency tha t  I had 
ascertained tha t  the " znthoritative information " which had been supplied 
to t l ~ e  llussian Government was without the smallest foundation. W e  had 
been rlnahle t o  discover the situation of the place described as Komba- 
Ovnleko in M. ICoziell's note, but the Chnmbi Valley was immediately con- 
t.igllous to the Indian frontier,  and had  been constantly used as a trade 
route between India  and Tihet. There had,  I believed, been a dispute as to 
some hoi~ndary pillars el-ected on the Sikkim-Tibet frontier,  and we had 
been ol~liged to send an oflicer t o  insist on their re-erection. Count Bencken- 
clol.fl' expressed his opinion tha t  these esaggerated runlours were spread 
tlesignedlv in  or.cler to create ill-feeling hetween Great Bri tain and Russia, 
and thought we should spare no ]lains in order to clissipate them. There was 
110 I.raaon \vl~atever why the two Governments should have any tronhle over 
Ti1)c.t. Russia hat1 no political designs upon the coiuntry, and he presumed 
lllnt we had not. I said that  if I were invited t,o say that  we had no desire 
to annex Ti l~e tzn  territory I sholiltl nnhesitatinglg answf.1. in the aHirrnative, 
hut I \\.as I)onntl to  he caref~i l  how I gave general assurances, the import of 
wllich 11light 11ei~e;lfter I)e cnlletl in qil~~>stion, as to OIII, f~lt , l lrc relations 
wit11 Tihet. I t  was nat111-a1 that  the Inclian Governnlent shonlcl desire to 
])r'onlote Indian t rade  in that coiintrv, nntl they wo~ild.  110 tlonht, take what- 
ever measures seemed t,o them necessary for  this purpose. H i s  Excellency 
admittecl t ha t  this was only natural .  I prortiised to slipply his Excellency 
with a short Mernora.nd11m in regard to 14.  Koziell's inquiry, and I ~1111- 

sequently sent him a Memorandnm, of which the enclosed is a copv. 

Enclosure in LVO. 72. 

A note was left at the Foreign Office on the 2nd instant by M. Poklen- 
ski-Koziell, in which i t  was stated that ,  according to recent infornlation 
~asceived by the Russian Government from a n  authoritative source, an 
expedition of British troops had already reached Koniba-Ovaleko in Tibet 
and were marching northwards by the  Valley of Chumbi, and tha t  such 



an expedition might ,give rise to a situation of considerable gravity which 
might compel the  Russian Government to take mmsures to protect their 
interests in those regions. His Majesty's Government have the honour to 
state that  the authoritative information which had been supplied to the 
Russian Government is without the smallest foundation. It has been found 
impossible-to discover the situation of the place mentioned as Komba- 
Ovaleko; but the Chumbi Valley is immediately contiguous to the Indian 
frontier, and has been constantly used as a traders' route between India and 
Tibet for many years past. 

There has been, according to the information received by His  Majesty's 
Government, a dispute with regard to the boundary on the northern fron- 
tier between Tibet and Sikkim, which is a protected Indian Native State, 
as laid down in the Convention of 1890. The Political Oficer in Sikkim 
was directed to proceed to the spot for the purpose of securing compliance 
with the terms of the Convention. H e  was accompanied by a small escort. 
Having made clear the rights of the Government of India on their side of 
the line he returned to his head-quarters in Sikkim without having entered 
Tibetan territory. 

Foreign Ofice, 
14th February, 1903. 

No. 73. 

Despatch fronz the il!i'arquess of Lansdowne to Sir  C'. Scott, dated 
February 18, 1903. 

During my conversation with the Russian Ambassador to-day I re- 
curred to the question of Tibet, which we had discussed on the 11th instant. 

I told his Excellency that since our interview I had communicated with 
the India Offlce upon the subject. The Government of India had been 
seriously perturbed by the comlnunication made to the Foreign Office cn 
the 2nd instant by M. Poklelrrski-I<oziell. The interest of India in Tibet 
was, I said, of a very special character. With a map of Central Asia 
before nle I pointed out to his Excellency that Lhasa. was within a com- 
paratively short distance of the northern frontier of India. I t  was, on 
the other hand, considerably over 1,000 miles distant from the Asiatic 
possessions of Russia, and any siidclen display of Russian interest or 
activity in the regions immediately adjoining the possessioils of Great 
Britain could scarcely fail to have a disturbing effect upon the population, 
or to create the impression that British influence was receding and that 
of Russia making rapid advances into regions which had hitherto been 
regarded as altogether outside of her sphere of influence. 

I felt it, moreover, my duty to tell His Excellency that  His Majesty's 
Government had received from apparently trust~vorthy sources reports 
to the effect that Russia had lately concluded Agreemrnts for the establish- 
ment of a Rnssian Protectorate ovrr Tibet, and also, that if she had not 
already done so, she intended to establish Russian agents or Consular officers 
at Lhasa. 

I thonght i t  of the utmost importance that as his Excellency had dis- 
claimed on the part of Rvssia all political designs upon Tihet, I shoultl 
be in a position to state mrhether these rumours were, or were not, without 
foundat ion. 

Count Renckendorff replied that  he did not believe that there bas ally 
fol~ndation for them. Before coming here he had referred, in conversation 
with Coiint Lamsdorff, to the question of T i h ~ t ,  and had asked him whether* 
there \r7ere a n \  ~criolis clifficulties to be apprehended in that direction 



Connt Lamsdorff had said " qu'il n'y avait rien I&-dessous." His Excel- 
lency, however, expressed his readiness to make specific inquiries of the 
Russia.n Government as to the t ru th  of the statements to which I had re- 
ferred, and I begged that  he would do so. 

I went on to say that, a s  we were much more closely interested than 
Russia in Tibet, i t  followed that, should there be any dis lay of Russian 
activity in that  country, we should be obliged to reply g y a display of 
activity not only equivalent to, but exceeding that  made by Russia. If  
they sent a. mission or an  expedition we should have to  do the same, but in 
greater strength. 

As to  our dealings with Tibet a t  this moment, I mentioned to his 
E?rcellency that we were endeavouring to obtain from the Tibetan authori- 
ties the fulfilment of pledges which had been given to us in 1890 in regard 
to the location of the frontier and in regard to trade facilities on the borders 
of Silrkini. We had found that  i t  was of no use to  deal with Tibet throu h 
China owing to the dilatory methods of the Chinese Government and t f e 
slenderness of their influence over Tibet. It was absolutely necessary that 
these local questions should be disposed of to our satisfaction, and r e  
should continue to take the necessary steps for this purpose. 

No. 74. 
Frau the Secretary of State for India to the Viceroy, dated 

20th February, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

The illlportance of excluding the establishment of Russian influ- 
ence in Tibet, and the inconveniences and intrigues which might be occa- 
sio~led hy i t  along the frontier between Tibet, India and Nepal, is fully 
apl.)reciater! by His Majesty's Government. 

The Russian Ambassador's attention has been called by Lord Lans- 
downe to the unusual and minatory tone of the Russian Embassy's memo- 
randum of the 2nd February, and Lord Lansdowne has refused to admit 
that  R11s.i.1 has any right to interrogate His Ma.jesty's Government as to 
incidents affecting our frontier relations with Tibet. The Russian 
Ani1)assa~lnr was pressed for a distinct stat,enrent whether there exists a 
secret a g r r ~ m e n t  with China, and as to actual or intended presence of a 
Russian agent a t  Lha.sa. H e  was info]-med that should any steps of the 
kind be taken they will certainly be followed on our part  by a display of 
act,jvity not only equivalent to but exceeding that  of Russia. It was also 
esplainecl that, with a view to negotiating the settlement of a commercial 
treaty ancl of certain frontier q~lestions, His hfajesty's Government are in 
communication with tlle Chinese and Tibetan authorities; that Russia's 
t.igllt, to tnlie exception to these negotiations is not admitted, and that  the 
local qve;tions referred to must be clisposed of to our satisfaction, for which 
ol~ject \\-r i l l ~ l l  continue to take the necessary steps. 

The Rnwian Aml~assador ~)romised to make specific enquiries of the 
Rnsiian Go\-ern~nent as to the truth of the statements referred to, and 
distinctly denied that Russia had any political designs on Tibet. 

IVhilr tlizc~~ssions I)r.tween the  two Governments are in progress, the 
despatch of an expedition to enter Tibet by force would, in the opinion of 
Hi -  Majr*ty's Government, IIe most undesirable. You should, meanwhile, 
reply to tile Amhan that  you are ready to re-open the negotiations, but 
that a T i l ) ~ t a n  representative with full powers must be a party to the 
negotiations, and that the time when and place where the negotiations 
should tali.. place is still under your consideration. 

A Despatch on the subject follows. 



No. 75. 
F r o m  t h e  Viceroy  t o  thr Secretut.y of S t a t e  for I n d i a ,  da ted  

2 4 t h  February ,  1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

W e  have received your telegram communicating decision of H i s  
Majesty's Government regarding Tlbet. Before flirther s tat ing our views 
we will awai t  the promised Despatch. We desire, meanwhile, to point out  
that,  unless the  roads on our side of the frontier a re  pu t  in order, i t  will 
be impossible for  steps to be taken a t  an  early date. I f  you approve-as 
to which we solicit instructions-we propose tha t  some Royal Engineer 
officers with Pioneers should he employed on sections of the road nearest to 
Siliguri, 70 miles this side of frontier a t  Giaogong, as  this  is a measure 
necessary to precaution in  any case. 

No. 76. 
F r o m  t h e  Mnrquess  of Lansdozrne to  ~111.. T o ~ u n l e y ,  dated  February  24, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Tibet. Your telegram of the 6th December, 1902. On the 6th 
instant, thc Viceroy infol.ruec1 the India  Ofice by telegraph tha t  H o  had  
suddenly returned to Yatung and asked Mr. White to meet him there for 
the purpose of holding n friendly discussion on frontier and other matters. 
L4 letter has also been received fro111 the Aluban Yu making a similar pro 
posal. Lord Curzo~l  has been requested by Hi s  Majesty's Government to  
reply to the Amban that  lie is ready to re-open negotiations, but t h a t  fllll 
po111e1.s ~ n n s t  he g~nnnted to a 'l'il)eti~n Representative to take pa r t  in then), 
and that  he is considering the tirne and place a t  ~vhich negotiations should 
be conducted. 

No, 77. 
Fronr t h r  S~crr tnr !y  o f  S t n t c  /or  1 1 ~ d i o  t o  t h r  T/icrroy, da ted  

26th I ~ r l ) i ~ i ~ ~ r i ~ ! l ,  1903. 

Tibet despatch goes by this nlall. 1 al)prove your proposal in 
tclrgrnin of 24th $ebruary regarding roads. 

No. 78. 

Despa tc l~  /rotti t h r  Riyl i t  H o t ~ o ~ c i ~ r i h l ~ ~  /,or,// C;i,oi.gr) H n t ~ r i l t o ? ~ ,  H i s  Majes t y ' s  
S ~ c r e t n r ? y  of Stlrtr /or  Inrlin, lo H i s  Exrc~l lcnry  t h p  R l g h t  Honourable 
t l ~ p  ~ ~ O O ~ ~ I I ) I ~ - ( ; / J I I O ~ ~ / I ~  o/  I t1(1;/1 ~ I I  ( ' o t / t ~ c i l ~  dr~lo/ /  FoOt.l~c~r?y 27, 1903. 

' h e  proposals regarding 'l'ibet submitted with your Excellencv'~ 
Letter of the Hth ,Ji~nn;~l.! lazt, Iinve 1.aceivet1 nlobt careful con- 
sideration by His Mnjest!'s Government, a110 have examined them, not 
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only in so f a r  as they furnish a solution of the difficulties created on the 
Indian frontier by the attitude of the Tibetan Government, but from the 
wider point of view of the relations of Great Britain to  other Powers, both 
European and Asiatic. The opinion a t  which His  Majesty's Governl~ent 
have arrived is indicated in my telegram of the 20th February, in 
which I informed Your Excellency of the announcement of our 
views and intentions which had been made to the Russian Govern- 
ment, and of t,he specific inquiries addressed to them as to the 
existence of a secret agreement between Russia and China in respect 
of Tibet, and as t o  direct arrangements between Russia and Tibet for the 
appoint~lient of a Russian Agent at Lhasa. I enclose copies of Despatches 
to His  Britannic Majesty's Ambassador a t  St. Petersburgh, dated 11th 
a.nd 18th February,* embodying the conversations of the Secretary of Stake 
for Foreign Affairs with the Russian Ambassador on tlie subject. I n  the 
view of His Majesty's Government i t  would not be desirable that  while 
these discussions are proceeding, forcible steps, of tile kind contemplated 
in your Excellency's Letter, should be taken for the purpose of establishing 
British influence a t  Lhasa. I n  the meanwhile, Your Ii;xcellency has been 
authorised to inform the Chinese Commissioner, in reply to the request of 
the Chinese Government, that  you are  ready to renew negotiations in 
accordance with the wish they have expressed, but that  a representative 
of 'l'ibet, accredited by his Government with the necessary authority, must 
be a party t o  the proceedings, and that  the  time when and place where 
the negotiations shall be conducted are  still under your consideration. The 
question a t  issue is, as Your Excellency points out, no longer one of details 
as to trade and boundaries, though on these i t  is necessary that  an  agree- 
ment should be arrived at, but the whole question of the future political 
relations of India with Tibet. His  Majesty's Governnient are entirely in 
agreement with your Excellency in thinking that, having regard to the 
geogra hical position of Tibet on the frontiers of India  and its relations 
with L P a l ,  i t  is indispensable tha t  British influence should be recognised 
a t  Lhasa in such a manner its to render it impossible for any other Power 
to exercise a pressure on the Tibetan Government inconsistent with the 
interests of British India. Moreover, with reference to Your Excellency's 
telegram of the 6th February, reporting on the statements in the Russian 
Memorandum of the 2nd February as to a.n alleged violation of the Tibeta,n 
frontier, they admit the force of the contention that this instance of the 
interest shown by the Russian Government in the action of t,he Gove~m~n~nl  
of India on the Tibetan frontier demonst.ra.tes the urgency of placing our 
relations with Tihet on a secure basis. As regards Nepal, His Majesty's 
Government have noted with satisfact.ion the language held by the Minister 
of Nepal when he met Your Excellency a t  Delhi, and the terms of his 
subsequent letter. The maintenance of friendly relations with Nepal is 
a. matter of vital importance to the interests of India, having regard not 
only to the circumstance that  Nepal is conterminous with Bengal and the 
IJnited Prov inc~s  for over 500 miles, and to t,hr warlike character of the 
ruling race, hut also to the fact that  i t  is the reCriliting ground from which 
we draw the C>i~rkha regiments which add so g r ~ a t . 1 ~  to the stren 
t.he Indian Arniv. Neljnl h;ts hitherto heltl its own without di 
wainst. Tihet; hrit, t'ot t.his reason Nepal is ~.ight.ly sensitive as to any 
ayterntion in t l ~ t -  poli,tical yositioll of Tibet nhic!h woald he likely to disturh 
the relations at present, exist.ing l)ett~-een t.he two col~~it.~.it.s. His Majesty's 
C;ove~*nrnent. Fill ly recognise that  the estahlishrnerit of ;I oowerfl~l foreign 
influence in ' I ' i l~ t  would dist.urh those lelat,ions, and ~tligllt even, by expos- 
ing Nepal to a pressure which it ~vorrlcl IIP difficult to resist, affect those 
which a t  present exist on so cordial a basis between India 
H a v i n ~  regard to these consic-le~~atio~ls, His Majesty's Government, and N e ~ a l .  w lle 
regt8ettlng the necessity for abandoning the pn.ssive attitude that  has 
hitherto sufficed in the regulation of tlie :~ffair.s of this  orti ti on of the 
fron1ic:r of India, are compelled to recognise that circumstances have 
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recently occurred which throw on them the obligation of placing our rela- 
tions with the Government of Lhasa upon a more satisfactory footing. 
Your Excellency's proposal to send an arliled mibsion to enter Lhasa, 
by force if necessary, and establish there a Resident, might, no doubt, i f  
the issue were simply one between India and Tibet, be justified as a 
legitimate re 1y to the action of the Tibetan Government in returning 

!I the letters w ich on three occasions you have addressed to them, and in 
disre arding the Convention with China of 1890, the validity of which was 
repufiated by the Tibetan officials who visited our Political Officer while 
he was inspecting the frontier laid down by that  Convention. Such action 
undoubtedly warrants the adoption of strona measures, and I have ex- 
pressed this opinion in my Despatch of the 16th August, 1901, 
But His Majesty's Government cannot regard the question as 
one concerning India and Tibet alone. The position od China, in its 
relations to the Powers of Europe, has been so modified in recent years 
that it is necessary to take into account those altered conditions in deciding 
on action affecting what must still be regarded as a province of China. 
I t  is true, as stated in Your Exce1lenc~'s letter, that itre have no 
desire either to declare a Protectorate or permanently to occupy any 
portion of the country. Measures of this kind might, however, become 
inevitable if we were once to find ourselves committed to armed intervention 
in Tibet, and i t  is almost certain that, were the British Mission to en- 
counter opposition, questions would be raised which ~vould have to be 
considered, not as local ones concerning Tibet and India exclusively, but 
from an international point of view, as involving the status of a portion 
of the Chinese Empire. For these reasons His Majesty's Government think 
it necessary, before sanctioning a course which might he regarded as an 
attack on the integrity of the Chinese Empire, to be sure that such 
action can he justified by the previous action of Tihet, and they have 
accordingly come to  the conclusion that  i t  would be premature to adopt mea- 
sures so likely to precipitate n crisis in the affairs of Tibet as those ~vhich 
Your Excellency has proposed. I n  their opinion i t  wol~ld have heen unwise 
not to rise the Rlissian Memorantlllm of the 2nd Februa~ y ;IS an occasion for 
pressing the Russian Government to make a distinct statement of their 
policy, and for warning them of our intention to meet any action on their 
part hy more than connter-balancing measures on our own. After the 
explanations of the Russian Government have been received, His Majesty's 
Government will be in a better position to decide on the scope to be given 
to the negotiations with China, and on the steps to he taken to protect 
Tndia against any danger from the establishment of foreign influence in 
Tibet. 

No. 79. 
Froa t l ~ r  !'irrroy to t h , ~  Srcretary of State for I d i n ,  dated dlarch 21, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your Despatch of 27th February regarding Tibet only refrained 
from acceptillg our proposals on the ground that discllssions were proceed- 
ing with Russia, and stated that  His Majesty's Government will be in a 
better position to decide the question when the Russian explanations have 
been received. Lord Lansdowne's second conversation with Count 
Benckendorff took place on 18th February, since which date four weeks 
have elapsed, and presumably the Ambassador has had time to make 
enquiries of his Government. I f  their reply has been received, we shall 
be glad to know its tenour. Until we have received your reply to this 
tele ram we do not propose to address any communication to  the Chinese e Am an  and to Ho. 



No. 80. 
C'rom the Secretary of State  for Ind ia  t o  ihr Virrrny, dated March 24, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your telegram of 21st Mi~rch.  Lortl Lansdowne will press the 
Russian Ambassador for an answer regarding Tibet. 

No. 81. 
Despatch from the Ma~quess  o f  L a n s d o ~ r ~ n ~  t o  Sir C.  Scott,  dated 

March 24, 1903. 

(Extract.) 

I asked the Rnssian ,ln~bassador, who ha5 been absent from 
London, to call upon nle to-day. I told him that  five weeks had 
elapsed since I had spoken to him on the subject of Tibet. He 
had on that  occasion been good enough to tell me that  he was 
convinced that  Russia had no designs on Tibet, and that the rumours 
of a Secret Agreement between Russia and tha t  country were without 
foundation; and he had promised that  he woilld make inquiries upon the 
subject of the Russian Government. The Government of India had, how- 
ever, now reported that  these rnmours were renewed, and that  serious 
apprehension was felt with regard to  them. It was therefore most im- 
portant that  I should be able to state categorically, upon the authority of 
the Russian Government, that  his Excellency's statement was officially 
confirmed ; and I ventured to hope that  he would supply me with the means 
of doing so. Count Renckendorff told me that  he had not yet received an 
answer from the Russian Government to the communication which he had 
made after our last conversation. R e  had, however, in the meanwhile, 
referred to the documents in his possession at the Embassy, and he had 
found that the rumours to which I had referred had been characterized 
by the Russian Government as " des bruits imaginaires." I asked whether 
His Excellency could give me the date of the document in which they were 
so descril)ecl, and he replied that he could not, but that  they were recent. I 
said that this was satisfactory so fa r  as i t  went, but that I must beg him 
to 1)ress the Russian Government for a. distinct r g l y  to my question. I 
pointed out that  what we asked for was, after  all, a simple statement- 
ves or no-whether there was or way not a Secret Agreement between 
R~issia and Tibet. I t  seemecl to me reasonable that we should press for 
an answer to this clnestion. and I 1)egyerl that  he wolild report to the 
Russian Govelm~nent what I had just <aid to him. H e  replied that he 
woiil(1 crrtninlp do so. 

No. 82. 
F T O ~  the S ~ c r e t n r y  o f  State for Zlulia t o  t h r  V l . c ~ ~ . o y ,  dntvd . l l ~ r i ~ ( ~ l ~  28, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

My telegrarri of 24th March. Lord Lansdownc in a conversation 
with the Hussian Alnhassador on thc 24th ; ~ ~ l i ~ r l  I~irn whether his Govern- 
ment had rel)liecl to the enclniries on t l ~ e  slil~ject 01' 'l'ibet which he had pro- 
misecl to make; Lord Lansdowne said that it was most important that 
the Government of India shoiild receive a categorical assnrance, on the 
authoritv of tlie R~issian Government, confir~lling officially the statements 



made in conversation by their Ambassador on the 18th February, tha t  
Russia had no designs on Tibet, and tha t  there was no foundation for the 
ru1nolu.s of a secret agreement between Russia and Tibet. The  reply 
of the Russian Anlbassador \jras, that  his Government had not yet 
replied to his communications on the  subject, but t ha t  acaording 
to recent documents in  his Embassy, of which, however, he could not give 
the date, his Government had characterised the rumours in question as 
imaginary. Lord Lansdowne admitted this to be satisfactory so f a r  a s  i t  
went, but said tha t  he  must press for a distinct reply. H e  pointed out that  
a simple statement whether there was or was not a secret agreement, yes, 
or no, was all tha.t H i s  Majesty's Government asked for, adding tha t  i t  was 
reasonable t h a t  he  should press for an answer, and beg ing the Ambassador 
to report what  he had said to his Government. This fi e promised to do. 

No. 83. 

llespatch from the il/larq?less o f  Lansdoil~ne to S i r  C'. Scott, d a t ~ d  
April 8, 1903. 

(Extract.) 

The Russian Anlbassadol- informed me to-day tha t  he had received 
from Count Lamsdorff a reply to the communication which he llad made to 
hirn a f te r  his conversatioll with me on the 24th ultimo. Count Lamsdorff's 
letter liad been despatched from S t  Petersburgh before he could receive 
the further despatch which Count Benckendorff had addressed to him af te r  
our conversation on the 1st instant. Coluilt Benckendorff was now able to 
assure me oficially t ha t  there 1vas no Convention about Tibet, either with 
Tibet itself or with China, or with anyone else, nor had the Russian 
Government any Agents in that country, or any intention of sending Agents 
or Missions there. Count Lamsdorff had even expressed some surprise tha t  
Count Rencltendorff had not taken 1113011 himself to give a n  immediate con- 
tradiction to these reports. H e  was, indeed, astonished tha t  they should 
receive so much credence by Hi s  Majesty's Government. Cotult Rencken- 
dorfl \vent on to say that  althongll the R u ~ s i a n  Government had no deyigns 
tvhatever 11po11 Tibet, they colild not ~.elnain indifferent to an! .;erious 
disturbance of the s tatus qfto in tha t  coiintry. Such a disturbance inight 
render i t  necessary for then1 to safcgl~ald their interests in ,4sia, not that .  
even in this case, they woul(1 desire to interfere in the affairs of Tibet, 
as their policy " ne vlserait l r  Thihet cn aucun cas," but they might be 
obliged to take lneasllres else~vherc> They regarded Tibet a s  forming 
a part  of the Chinese Empire, in thc integrity of which they took an 
interest H i s  Excellency went on to say tliat he hoped tha t  t11e1.e was no 
question of any action on 0111. part in ~*egi\~.cl t o  Tibet which might have 
the effect of raising qnestions of tlii.; kind T told H i s  Exceller~cy tha t  we 
had no idea of annexing the eol~ntrv. hut 11th was well aware that  i t  inl~ne 
dlately atljointed our frontier, tliat 141e liad Treaties with the Tibetans, 
and a right to t rade facilities. I f  thcsr were denied to us, ant1 if the 
Tihetan.; (lid not fulfil their Treaty ohli~at ions,  it woiild be absolutely 
neaessa1.y tllat HIP q11o111(1 insist 1il)on our ~'ights. His  Excellency signif id 
assent T atltletl that it seen~ecl to Ine that in cases of this kind, where an 
nncivili/t.d country adjoined the ~~c~ssessions of a civilized Power, i t  was 
jnevital,le that the latter shoiild exercise a certain an~ount  of local pl.edomi- 
nance. Sllch a predominance, a.; I had hefore explained to him 
helongc>tl to 11s in Ti l~e t  But  i t  did not follow from this tha t  we had an* 
designs u ~ o n  the independence of the country. 



No. 84. 

From the Secretary oJ State for Ind ia  to the Viceroy, dated 
April 11, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

My telegram of 28th March. On 8th April  Lord Lansdowne had 
further conversation regarding Tibet with Russian Ambassador, who stated 
that  he had received from his Government their reply to  the enquiries which 
he had addressed to them after the conversation of 18th February, which 
reply they had sent before receiving the further despatch he had written 
after the conversation of 24th March. Russian Ambassador gave Lord 
Lansdowne an official assurance that  on the suhject of Tibet there was 
no convention with Tibet, or with China, or with anyone else, and that  there 
was no intention on the pa r t  of the Russian Government to send there either 
agents or mission. Russian Ambassador stated that  Count Lamsdorff had 
expressed astonishment a t  such credence having been given by His  Majesty's 
Governmeilt to these reports, which he was surprised tha t  the Ambassador 
had not taken upon himself to contradict a t  once. The Ambassador pro- 
ceeded to say that  though the Russian Government had no designs whatever 
on Tibet, t6eg could not remain indifferent if status quo were seriously 
disturbed, in which case i t  might be necessary for them to safeguard their 
interests in Asia, though even then the measures they might be compelled 
to take wo11lc1 he elsewhere, as Tihet was in any contingency outside the 
scope of their ~)olicy, and they had no desire to interfere in i ts  affairs. 
Tney were interested in the integrity of the Chinese Empire, of which they 
regarde(1 Tibet as a part. Russian Ambassador hoped that  there was no 
questioi~ of our. taking any action likely to  have effect of raising such issues. 
In  his reply to the Russian ~1lnl)assador Lord Lansdowne stated that 
His Majesty's Government had no idea of annexing Tibet, but that  they 
had treaties and i*ight to facilities for trade in Tibet, and that  if Tibet 
failed to f'rllfil it* t ~ e a t y  obligations and denied us 0111- rights, it would 
be ahsolutelv necessary tliat we should insist upon then). To this statement 
the ~ C u s ~ i a n  .1rnbassador assented; and Lord Lansdowne went on to  say 
that  it seemed to  him inevitable that a civilised country, where it was 
coterminous with a n  uncivilised country, should in such cases exercise 
a certain amount of local predominance; and that, as he had before ex- 
plained, such a i~osition belonged to  us in Tibet, but i t  did not follow from 
this that  we had any designs on the independence of Tibet. 

No. 86. 

~ ' ? ' o ? I L  tllo S Y F I ' P ~ ~ ~ , I ! /  of Statv for. India t o  t h , ~  Viceroy, doted April 14, 1933. 

(Telegraphic.) 

I t  will presuniably I,e necessary to inclutle in scolbe of negotiation.; 
with China and Tihet the entire question of our friture relations with Tibet. 
colnniercial and otherwise; and I shall he glad to have your views as to 
the form which these negotiations should riow take, with special reference 
to the means to he adopted to ellsure t h a t  conditions tliat rriay be arrived 
at are observed by Tibet 



No. 86. 
From t h ~  Viceroy to  t/,w Socrotnry of S t a t r  for Indio ,  d o t e d  A p r i l  16, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Your telegram of l l t b  April. I now 1)rol)ose to act on your 

Despatch of 27th February last, aiid to ope11 negotiations s:vitli China 
and Tibet for the fulfilmerit of treaty obligations. The Chinese delegates 
accredited by Amban Yu are Mr. Ho and Captain Parr .  I have recently 
received hoin them intimation that, if Yatung is not considered a suitable 
locality, they are  willing to negotiate a t  any place acceptable to us. I 
propose accordingly to invite Aniban to depute Chinese delegates, who 
should be accompanied by a duly accredited 'Tibetan representative of the 
liighest rank, to meet our representative at Kliambajong, which is the 
nearest inhabited place to the ft.ontier in disl)ute, near Giaogong. I pro- 
pose that  our representative, with escort of 200 men, should proceed to that 
place while reinforcements are held in reserve in Sikkim, and that, should 
the Chinese and Tibetan representatives fail to appear, or should the former 
come without the latter, he should move forward to Shigatse or Gyantse, 
in order that  arriva.1 of depuhtion from Lhasa might be accelerated. As 
season is short and there is likelihood of protracted negotiations, I shall be 
glad if ea.rly orders can be sent on these pro1)osals. If they are accepted, 
1 propose to submit scheme of proposed negotiations, in which the points 
referred to in ?:out* telegt~am of the 14th ;11)1'11 will tweive sl)ecial attention. 

No. 87. 
Fro?),, the iMar-qucjss of L ~ ~ S ~ O I ~ I L P  t o  ll/l~'. Y1o.wnl~?y, dated A p r i l  22, 1903. 

(Telegra.l)hic.) 

Tibet. My telegram of the 24t,h February. OHicia.1 assurance 
has been given by the Russian A~nbassador that Russia has no conven- 
tion wit.h anyone al~out 'L'il~et, I W I .  ally agents tliet~t~, noi. has she any intell- 
tion oi' sellding a ttiission or agents. Tlle Hr~ssi;~rl Govc~r~rir~~ciit have IIU 

designs 011 Tibet; they consider i t  a portion of tlle Chinese Empire, in the 
inte rity of which they are interested. I inl'ortued His  Excellency that  
His % ajesty's Governnlent have no intention of ani~esing co~uiitry, bilt liave 
Treaties in Tibet alld a right to trade facilities. I t  woulcl lwco~ne neces- 
sary for His  Majesty's Govern~nent, if tllese \\.ere ~,efusetl and Treaty 
obligations not fulfilled, to insist on their rights. His Excellency signified 
assent, and I explained to him that the exercise by Great Brit,ain of local 
predominance in Tibet was jnstified by geogral-)hical l)osition, but that  i t  
did not therefore follrrs:~ that His Majesty's Govelmn~neiit have designs on 
her independence. The Amban will be invited by the Government of India, 
to deput,e Chines(-% I)r.lega.tes. 1~111-1 sliou11-l h r  nccn~npaniad hv a dilly ac- 
credited 'I'il)t.tatl  sent:+ t,ivc., I I )  111 ( .~1 .  O I I I .  I l~e j )~ .~s (?~~t~a t iv r  ;I(  I<hatnl)a 
,iong. 

No. 88. 

Fronl the Srcrfi tary of Sta,te /or Iwdia to th,r Ficeroy, dated 
A p r i l  29, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Therr 1s n o  objection to tllc Chinesc, 'L'lbetan, and Indian rep1.r 
sentatives meeting, as pruposcd in your te1egut1.m of the 1Gtli April, at 
Khanibajong, or to the mi1itai.y a1 ~.:lngements you recommend; but His 



h€ajestyJs Government consider that  without previous reference to them, 
the British Mission should not advance beyond that  place, as, in existing 
conditions, even in the event of the failure of the Chinese and Tibetan 
parties to ~neet,  any sudden advance to Lhasa is not, in their opinion, 
justified. 

No. 80. 

Front the Vicel-oy to the Seo.etaray of State for India, dated May 7, 1803. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your telegrams of 14th and 99th April, on subject ol' negotiations 
as to Tibet. 1 propose to address limban suggesting that  representatives 
should meet on early date at Khamba Jong to enter upon negotiations, 
which sliould include not oiily frontier and grazing questions, but also 
general and trade relations between India and 'l'ibet, with special reference 
to the duty on tea and to the 10 per cent. t.ax levied at  Yhari on trade in 
transit. Having regard to stultification 01 existing treaty provisions 
and' to  the unsuitability 01 Ya.tung, l'liari, or any other place in 
the Chumbi Valley for a tracle 11:art in whicli business can be trails- 
acted directly between British and Tibetan ~nerchants without incu1.- 
r ing monopoly of local t,raders, i t  is necessary to insist upon opening 
a new trade rnart and upon h;lving a B1-it.isl1 Agent a t  Gyantse, an 
important trade centre on 111nii1 route to Slligntar ancl 1,hasa. I 
think that  having British reyresei~tative at. l,hasa, whicl~ wonl(l I,e 
best possible security for E u t ~ ~ r e  obsel~vance of conditions, would be far 
preferable, but, a s s ~ ~ n ~ i n g  t11e r~n~~i l l ingness  ol' His  Majesty's Governrnent 
i,o press this claim, our prol)osal of Gya.ntse is a suital)le alternative. I11 

any case the British representative 11r11st 1.cside on north side of the passes 
so as to he ahle to cornrnnr~icatt: ~ ) r o i ~ ~ p t l y  with the capital. I n  fl-aming 
the new I-egulations the T i l~e ta i~  alltl Cl~inese anthori,ties sho111d be made 
clearly to i~nderstand that. fullest facilities must be given to the British 
representative for direct com~nunica.tion with t l ~ e  Tihetan Government in 
all matters, and that if he is met by aLtitude of obstruction, i t  will he 
necessary to resort to alternative of inoving h in~  Forwal-d to Lhasa. 
Further, i t  will be nece.ssary to secure To1 Britisll .Indian s~rhjects t l ~ c  
same freedon] for trade and travel in Tibet as is enjoyed by I < a s l i ~ ~ ~ i ~ - i s  and 
Nepalese; and to insist that  all British subjects duly ant,l~orised I)y us 
sho~lltl he allowed to l)~-oceed by i~ecognised routrs to Gyantse, I)eyor~d which 
a pass from the Tibetan Government would be required, 1,111 111 casc of a 
request being preferl,ed hy Governrnent of India the pass should not rje 
ref~~secl. The C o v e r n ~ ~ ~ e n t  of Nopal ~ ~ o u l d  Ilt: 111acle ;~cqr~ailltccl ~ . i t l l  tl11: 
general nature of our proceedings. As Co~~~~niss ioi ler  I plmoj,os~ to appoint 
hla.joi Younghusband, Resident. at. Inclor.e, who shonld ~.c,crivr tcl~npoi-ary 
rank of Colonel. I can confitlently rely on his judgmrnt ant1 tliscret,ion, 
and he has great Asiatic experience. I wo~ild send with him, as 
Joint  Cornmissioner, Mr. White, Political Officer ;it Sikkim. I will 
address Your Lordship again if I find the assistance o f  a rnen~her of the 
Chinese Consl~lar body necessary. I arn about to send  yo^^ n dcspatch with 
full papers, but I t,rust that  sanction inay he given t,o t , l~r genera.1 proposals 
on the lines above indicated, so as to ensure an early heginning of the 
negotiations. 



No, 90. 

From the Marquess of Lansdowne. to Mr..Townley, dated May 8, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Tibetan-Sikkim frontier question. Communicate the substance of 
my telegram of the 22nd April to the Chinese Government. You ought to  
lay stress on the necessity for associating a properly accredited Tlbetan 
Representative with the Chinese Delegates. We shall have a repetition of 
previous miscarriage unless this is done. 

No. 91. 

Despatch from Mr. Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne, dated 
Peking, iMay 13, 1903 (Received July 6). 

I have the honour to transmit to Your Lordship herewith a copy of a 
note on the subject of the Sikkim-Tibet frontier, which I addressed to the 
Chinese Government on receipt of Your Lordship's telegram of the 
8th instant. 

Enclosure in No. 91. 
. . 

Note from Mr. Townley to Prince Ch'ing, dated Peking, May 12, 1903. 

I duly cornmunicated to  His Majesty's Government, by telegram, the 
note with regard to Tibetan affairs which I had the honour to receive 
from Your Highness on the 27th April, and I have received instructions, in 
reply, to inform the Chinese Government that the Government of India will 
invite the Amban to send Chinese Delegates to meet tlie Representative of 
the British Government a t  Khambajong for the settlement of pending ques- 
tions. They will, a t  the same time, inform the Amban that  the Chinese 
Delegates should be accompanied by a duly accredited Tibetan Representa- 
tive. 

His Majesty's Government desire me to lay stress on the necessity of 
there being associated with the Chinese Delegates a properly accredited 
Tibetan Representative. As Your Highness is aware, tlie Tibetans have 
more than once intimated to  the British authorities that they do not con- 
sider themselves bound to observe the provisions of the Treaties previously 
made between the British and Chinese Representatives because no Repre- 
sentative of the Dalai Lama took part  in the negotiations. Evidently no 
satisfactory settlement of pending questions can be made if one of the par- 
ties concerned denies its obligations, and i t  is therefore of the greatest 
im11ortance, in the interests of a friendly arrangement, that tlie Tibetans 
should be directly represented in the negotiations. I feel sure the Chinese 
Government will recognize the necessity of this arrangement, and will, 
with a view to a speedy conclusion of the pending negotiations, instruct the 
Chinese Resident to accede, without delay, to the proposal of the Indian 
Government. 



No. 92. 

F ~ o m  the Secretary of State for India to the Viceroy, dated May 13, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your telegram of 7th May. Proposal to transfer trade route 
and mart to the Northern line from Chumbi Valley. I am inclined 
t o  approve policy, but, as it is very probable that  the Tibetans will definitely 
refuse to accede to your terms about Gyantse, I wish, before coming to any 
decision, to be informed whether you can propose any alternative in that 
event instead of the extreme course of advancing by force into Tibet. Do 
you contemplate having European officer as Gyangtse Agent? What escort 
do you think he would require? 

No. 93. 

From, the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India, dated May 21, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

I have delayed replying to your telegram of 13th respecting Tibet 
until I could consult White and Younghusband. Our protracted silence 
and operations for improvement. of Slkkim road have so alarmed both 
Tibetans and Chinese, who apprehend armed advance on our part  to Lhasa, 
that, in order to escape this eventuality, they will, we think, be prepared 
to yield a great deal; moreover, the Dalai Lama is expected t o  be a t  
Shigatse this summer. We are therefore hopeful that, though negotiations 
may be protracted, the Gyangtse proposal will receive assent. I n  event of 
failure, as alternatives to advance into Tibet, the only possible measures 
are :-(a) The costly and ineffectual measure of blockading all trade routes 
and exdluding Tibetans from British India;  and ( b )  An occupation of the 
Chumbi Valley, a measure of the nature of armed advance of a minor degree. 

No. 94. 

From the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India, dated May 26, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

His Majesty's Chargd d'hffaires a t  Pekin telegraphs that a report 
from the Chinese Resident is published in the Gazette to the effect that  he 
addressed a warning to the Tihetan Council that English officials with 
troops were coming, and that  they may insist on crossing the frontier into 
Tibet, though he will endeavour to stop them a t  the frontier and settle 
pending questions with them. Should this happen, he warned the Tibetans 
against forcible op osition, whereby they would expose themselves to the 
horrors of war. I 4!' e thinks that the advice will' probably tend to do good, 
though the Resident hints that the Tibetans may not act upon it. The 
hope expressed in my telegram of the 21st May, that  we may obtain the 
Resident's consent to an advance to Gyangtse, is strongly confirmed by t h ~ s .  



No. 95. 

From the Secretary of State for India to the Viceroy, dated 
May 28, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Your proposals of the 7th and 21st May regarding Tibet have 

been considered with great care by His Majesty's Government. They agree 
with you in desiring the promotion of trade facilities in Tibet, and a 
guarantee that  the Tibetans shall be prevented from evading or rejecting 
engagements made on their behalf in any new treaty or convention. A 
procedure, therefore, whereby both the Chinese and Tibetan Governments 
will be bound by the acts of their representatives has their approval. They 
wish, however, that  the negotiations should be restricted to questions con- 
cerning trade relations, the frontier, and grazing rights; and they desire 
that no proposal should be made for the establishment of a Political Agent 
either a t  Gyangtse or at Lhasa. Such a political outpost might entail 
difficulties and responsibilities incommensurate, in the judgment of His  
Majesty's Government, with any beneiits which, in the circumstances now 
known to  exist, could be gained by it. The Foreign Office have recently 
received assurances that Russia has no intention of developing political 
interests in Tibet. Moreover, His Majesty's Government are unwilling to 
be committed, by threats accompanying the proposals which may be made, 
to any definite course of compulsion to be undertaken in the future. 
They authorise you, then, subject to  the conditions above stated, to 
communicate with the Chinese Resident and Tibetan representative, fixing 
Khamba Jong as the place of meeting. They also request that  the purport 
and progress of the negotiations, as they proceed, may be communicated to  
them from time to time. 

No. 96. 

Front the Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Townley, dated Foreign 
Ofice, May 30, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Negotiations with Tibet. It is the desire of His Majesty's Government 
that frontier and grazing questions and trade relations should be only 
subject, of negotiations. Viceroy of India has been authorized, subject to 
this condition, to enter into communication with the Amban and Tibetan 
Representative, and as meeting place to choose IChambajong. 

No. 97. 

Despatch f~sorn M.r. Townlcy ta the i l l a~ .q~ ress  of Lnnsdowne, dated 
Peking, June 3, 1903. (Receiued J d y  20.) 

(Extract .) 
I have the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a cop of I a Memorial published in the " Peking Gazette," in which the Chinese esi- 

dent in Tibet reports his action wlth a view to deterring the Tibetans 
from showing hostility to the English Frontier Mission on its arrival. 



Enclosure in No. 97. 

Extract from the "Peking Gazette" of May 23, 1903. 

Supplementary Memorial from Yu Kang (Chinese Resident i n  Thibet). 

Recently, owing to the increasing urgency of news from the frontier, 
I summoned the present Kablons (Councillors of State) to my YBmen, and 
admonished them in person to the effect that  the English intend to bring 
troops to Tibet, and that it is difficult to fathom their objects. 

All this ( I  said) is the result of your obstructing last year a deputy 
with his retinue, so that  a favourable opportunity was missed. I f  the 
English officials do make this long march and come straight in, it will, 
of course, be the duty of the Imperial Resident to proceed in person to 
the frontier and find some way of persuading them to stop, and he must 
also discuss all frontier and commercial questions. You on your side must 
not show your previous obstinacy, and if the English do not allow them- 
selves to be stopped, and insist on entering Tibet, you must on no account 
repel them with arms, but must discuss matters with them on the basis 
of reason. Thus i t  may be hoped a rupture will be avoided, and things, 
brought back (to a satisfactory conclusion). But  if ,  as before, you allow 
yourselves to be guided by the three Great Temples (i.e., by the Hierarchy), 
and hostilities once begin, the horrors of war will be more than one can 
hear to think upon, and even the mediation of the Imperial Resident will 
be of no avail. I beg you not to repeat your former error. 

Such were the admonitions I addressed to them, and as I did so I 
watched their demeanour. It was submissive, certainly, but obst.inacy.id 
engrained in the character of the Tibetan barbarians, and whether, when 
matters become pressing, they will consent t o  obey and discuss questions 
in a friendly spirit, it is difficult to tell in advance. 

I have the honour to  submit this secret supplementary Memorial 
showing the different points on which I have admonished the Tibetans. 

Rescript : Seen. 

No. 98. 

From the Secret,ary of State for Inclia to the Vice~oy, dated 13th June, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Wilton, the Vice-Consul a t  Chungking, has been chosen for employ- 
ment with the Tibet Mission. I t  will probably take hi111 six weeks to reach 
Darjiling. 

No. 99. 

Letter from the Government of India, in the Foreign Department, to the 
Secretary of State for India,  dated Simla, the 2nd July, 1903. 
(Receiued the 20th July, 1903.) 

We have the honour to submit, for the information of His Majesty's 
Government, papers which show the measures taken by us to give effect 
to  the instructions on the subject of the revision of our tradc and frontier 



relations with Tibet, which were contained in Your Lordship's telegram 
of 28th May, 1903, and the correspondence which has passed on this subject 
since our despatch, dated 8th January, 1903. 

We have, &c., 
(Signed) CURZON. 

KITCHENER. 
T. RALEIGH. 
E. F.-G. LAW. 
E. R. ELLES. 
A. T. ARUNDEL. 
DENZIL IBBETSON. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 99. 

L e t t e r  f rom J. C. White, Esq., P o l i t i c a l  Of icer  in S i k k i m ,  t o  the Chief 
S e c r e t a r y  to, the  G o v e r n m e n t  of B e ~ ~ g a l ,  d a t e d  the 1 7 t h  M a r c h ,  1903. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to forward a despatch received to-day from Mr. Ho 
and Captain Parr ,  from which i t  will be seen that  the Chinese Commis- 
sioners appointed to discuss frontier matters between India and Tibet are  
most anxious to commence negotiations. 

Annexure 1. 

Letter frorn W .  R. M'G. Par-I., Cltirzcse Cumrr~issionev of Cttstoms a ~ t d  Special k7rontter 
Comrnissionev fov China ar~d  Tibet, to J. C'. Wltite, E.sy., Political Oficer 112 Sikkirrl, 
Ganglok, dated Yatung, the 12th March, 1903. 

I have the honour to enclose herewith a despat,ch (with translat.ion attached) from 
lfessrs. Ho and Parr, the special Frontier Commissioners for China and Tibet, concerning 
the postponed negotiations between India and Tibet. 

Annexure 2. 

(Translation.) 

Ho,-Prefect of tlie 3rd Rank, decorated with His Imperial Chinese Majesty's Order 
of the Peacock's feather, and 

Parr,-Chinese Commissioner of C~istoms at Yatung, decorated w i ~ h  His Imperial 
Majesty's Order of the Double Dragon, 3rd cla~s.  

Special Frontier Commissioners for China aud Tibet, to J. Claude White, Esq., 
Political Officer i n  Sikkim, Gangtok. 

The Wai-wu-pu [Chinese Foreign Office] has received a despatch from the British 
Government to the effect that the relations existing between Great Britain and China 
are most cordial, and that, consequently, the British Government is most anxious that 
the Commi~sioners appointed by China shall disciiss the matter a t  issue with you, and 
thus the friction of long standing will be permanently removed. Mr. Ho Kuanghsi 
and the Yatang Commis~ioner Parr, have, aA notified in their Excellencies the Chinese 
Residents' tlespatch of the 28th Nokember, 1902, to His Excellency the Viceroy and 
Goveror-General of Indin, been appointed Special Conimiasioners on behalf of China 
and Tibet to d i ~ c u s s  with yourself matters in connection with the frontler and the 
state of trade relations referred to in His Excellency the Viceroy's despatch of the 
2nd September, 1902. We are, therefore, m o ~ t  anxious that no hitch rnay occur to 
prevent ollr arriving at an amicable aettlemel~t of all the points at issue, but not having 
yet been favonred with any r e ~ l y  to Their Excellencies the Chinese Residents' despatch, 
intim;lting to His Excellency tbe Viceroy that we had been appointed to discuss these 
mattem with JTJ,,, with a view to bring about more satisfactory relations between India and 



Tibet, fe;lring t,hat the suggestion contained in Mr. Ho's letter of the 21st January, 1903, 
to you that you might find it convenient to discuss matters a t  Yatung has not proved 
acceptable, we, therefore, hasten to assure you that, in the event of His  Excellency the 
Viceroy being unable to acquiesce i n  this arrangement, we are, and have been, quite 
prepared to proceed to such place as may seem to His Excellency the Viceroy more 
desirable for the better discussion of the points a t  issue. We have, therefore, the honour 
to request you to inform His Excellency the Viceroy of Ihe substance of this despatch, 
in order that we may proceed with the discussion of matters with the least possible 
delay, and thus the zordial relations referred to by the British Government shall remain 
unimpaired. 

In  conclusion, we beg that, as soon as this matter has been determined, you will be so 
good as to send us an immediate reply. 

A necessary despatch. 

Dated Icuaog Hsu, 29th ytar, 2nd moon and 11th day (8th February, 1903). 

Enclosure 2 in No. 99. 

L e t t e r  f r o m  J. C. W h i t e ,  Esq., P o l i t i c a l  Oficsr in Silclcim, t o  t h e  S e c r e t a ~ y  
to the  G o v e ~ n m e n t  of I n d i a ,  i n  the  F o r e i g n  Department, d a t e d  Tangu,' 
the  21st April, 1903. 

I have the honour to forward in original, with translation, a despatch 
from His Excellency the Chinese Resident in Lhasa to His Excellency the 
Viceroy. 

Copies have been sent to Bengal. 

Annexure. 
T r r ~ t ~ ~ l u t i o r ~  ~ ! f  r~ lettet- ft*or~r Yu, C'ltitcese Imperial Residhzt ut Ll~usu,  charged w i t l ~  the 

rcdrrtinistration of Til~etnn afiirs,  Brevet-Lie.utenant-ff~dneral of the Manchu 
Brigade, &c., to H i s  Elrcellenr!/ the Viceroy a n d  Governor-ffcneral of India, dated 
Lhasu, Kuany  Hsrr, 29th year, 3 rd  Moon, 0th day  (6th Apr i l  190'3.) 

I have received Your Excellericy'~ reply, dated 2nd September 1902, i n  which a desire 
to discuss frontier matters is expressecl. I deputed Mr. Ho to proceed to frontier (Yatung), 
and, in  conjunction with the Yatung Commissioner (Parr), discuss matters with Mr. White, 
and on the 28th of November last year addressed a dispatch to Your Excellency to this 
effect, which is on record. RIr. Ho, who has now been at Yatung over three months, has 
petitioned me to the effect that during his enforced stay at Yatung he has on several 
occasions comrnunicated with Mr. White, and urged him to quickly begin the discussion of 
affairs, but has failecl to elicit any satisfactory reply. Also. Your Excellency has failed to 
vouchsafe any reply to my despatch, datetl 28th November last year, and I feel much 
concerned in consequence. The British Governmerit has expressed to the Chinese Foreign 
Office its desire that. prerent frontier matters should be settled in  a f r i e ~ d l y  manner. And 
Yonr Excellency's reply to my fit-st tlispatch contains the etatement chat Mr. White has 
been instruct.ed to discuss with the Commissioners deputed by the Chinese Government 
any sagge~tions that may be put. forward with the object of improving trade relntio~~s. 
But. bot,h the Chineso deputies have been waiting at Yatung lor a considerable time to 
begin the discussion of alfairs, and thus much time has been wasted. I therefore trust that 
Your Excellency will, without further loss of time, depute some one to discuss matters. 
The Deput,y appointed hy Your Excellency can either come to Yatung, or the Chinese 
Deputies will proceed to Sikkim lor such other place as may be decided on by Your 
Excellency. I venture, therefore, to urge Your Excellency to quickly inform me, so that 
the necessary instructions may b3 issur:~l without further loss of time. Thus friendly 
relations will be maintained, and the sentiments expressed in Your Excellency's and the 
British Oorernment's dispatches will prove identical. I venture to beg an early reply. A 
necessary despatch. 

Enclosure 3 it1 No. 99. 

From the F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y ,  Simla, t o  the C h i e f  S e c r e t a r y  to the 
G o v e ~ n m e n t  of Bengul ,  D a r j e e l i n g ,  dated the  7th May, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Despatch of officers to treat with Chinese and Tibetan delegates on 
trade, frontier and general relations sanctioned. 



Viceroy requests that Lieutenant-Governor will kindly order Mr. 
White to come here for instructions. He will probably be sent as Joint  
Commissioner with Major Younghusband as Commissioner. 

Enclosure 4 in No. 99. 

From the Chief Secretary to the Government of , Bengal, Dar- 
jeeling, to the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 9th May, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your telegram of yesterday received. White left Gangtok to-day for 
Darjeeling. Will telegraph later date of arrival in Simla. 

Enclosure 5 in No. 99. 

Letter from Major F .  E.  Younghzisband, C.Z.E., on Special Dzity, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, in the Foreign Department, 
dated Simla, the 1st June, 1903. 

I have the honour to submit the following suggestions with reference 
to the escort which,, I understand, is to be deputed to accompany Mr. White 
and myself to the Tibetan frontier. 

2. Early intimation may be given to the military authorities that  
the escort of 200 men should be assembled a t  Tangu by 26th June  ready 
to march with supplies for a fortnight to Ichampa Jong, which is three 
marches' distant, and which I propose to reach by 1st July. 

3. I would suggest that the escort of 200 men should be selected from 
the 32nd Pioneers now in Sikkim; and if i t  would be convenient to the 
military authorities, I would ask that one officer and some of the men should 
be selected from among those whom I had the honour to meet in the relief 
of Chitral in  1895. 

4. I would ask that the escort should take their full dress uniform 
for ceremonial purposes; and also that 25 of then1 should be mounted on 
ponies, which can be obtained locally. 

5.  This escort sliould, in tlie opinion of Mr. White and myself, be 
supported by another 300 men who might move up to Tangu as we move 
on to Khampa Jong;  and with this support niiglit be the ordnance reserve 
amniunition for the escort. 

6. As both Khampa Jong and Tailgu are over 13,000 feet above sea 
level, and the troops will be moving up from the hot steamy valleys of lower 
Sikkim, we would  cornme mend that  both escort and support should have 
clothing on winter scale with poshtins for sentries. Special rations would 
also be required for troops marching a t  these very high altitudes. 

7. Once the escort has arrived a t  IChanipa Jong, most of t,he transport 
would be a t  liberty to return to Tangu. But arrangements would have to 
be made to keep the Commission aild escort supplied from the Sikkim 
side. 

8. I would further ask that the Supply and Transport Officer in  
Sikklm may be requested to provitle transport for the ca~lip equipage arid 
baggage of the civil staff and estal)lishinent, which I roughly estimate as  
weighing 225 maunds. 

9. I would ask the f ~ ~ r t l i e r  favour that  Shalizad Mir of the 11th Bengal 
Lancers and one of tlie Gurkhas who accomlxmied me on my explorations 
on the northern frontier of Iiashmir, the Paniirs, and through Hunza in 
ldg9, should be again allowed to accompany me for orderly and such other 
service as I may find i t  convenient to engage them upon. 



Enclosure 6 in No. 99. 

L e t t e ~  f ~ o m  the Sec~etary  to the Government of India, in  the Porezgn 
Department to Major F. E. Younghusband, C.I.E., on Special Duty, 
dated Simla, the 3rd June, 1903. 

I am directed to inform you that  i t  has been decided to  place you on 
special duty for the purpose of conducting negotiations with the Chinese 
and Tibetan Governments, regarding certain pending questions relating to 
the frontier between Sikkim and Tibet, the rights of grazing in the nelgh- 
bourhood of the frontier, and the improvement of our trade relations wlth 
Tibet. Mr. White, Political Officer in Sikkim, will be associated with you 
as joint Commissioner. 

2. It is unnecessary to  acquaint you with the previous history of our 
relations with Tibet and of the negotiations which have already taken place 
regarding the points in question. During your recent special deputation 
in Simla you have had an opportunity of studying all the records of the 
Foreign Office on the subject. 

3. I am to enclose a copy of a letter which has this day been addressed 
to the Chinese Resident in Tibet, from which you will see tha t  that  official 
has been requested to send representatives to  meet you at Khampa Jong 
about the 7th July next, and has been asked to  arrange tha t  they may be 
accompanied by fully accredited representatives of the authorities a t  Lhasa. 
I am to request that you will proceed to IChampa Jong to meet the above- 
mentioned delegates on the appointed date. Instructions have issued for 
the deputation of an escort of 200 men to accompany your Commission to 
Khampa Jong, and for the location of a support of 300 additional men a t  
Tangu in Sikkim. 

4. You are aware that the Tibetan authorities have refused to recdg- 
nise the boundary provided for by the Anglo-Chinese Convention of 1890. 
That boundary has recently been surveyed by Mr. White, and two Tibetan 
blockhouses which had been established within the Sikkim frontier have 
been demolished. The boundary has not yet been demarcated. A strict 
insistance on the line of frontier stipulated for in the Convention of 1890 
is, perhaps, not essential to the interests of the Indian Government or of 
the Sikkim Durbar, and on this point i t  is desirable that  you should submit 
your opinion after  seeing the tract in question. I t  may be that i t  will 
prove to be possible for the Government of India to make some concessions 
to the Tibetan authorities in return for compliance on their part  with our 
witihes in regard to other matters. 

5.  The question of grazing rights is not one of great importance. It 
appears that  a t  present certain mutual grazing rights exist on ;ither side 
of the border. I am to  request that  you will ascertain clearly the facts 
regarding these rights, and after disc~~ssion with the Chinese and Tibetan 
delegates, submit your proposals as to the agreement which should be made 
on the subject. 

6. The Regulations frarned under the Anglo-Chinese Convention of 
1890 provide for the opening of a trade mart a t  Yatung. I t  has from t l ~ e  
first been recognised that  this place was unsuitable for the purpose, and 
that  the mart was such in name only. Tibetan traders do not, and, ~t is 
said, are not allowed to come to the )lace. It is understood that  the carry- 
ing trade is entirely in the hands o ) the Tomos of the Chuml~i Valley, and 
that  their main place of business is a t  Phari, whence they carry their gouds 
without breaking bulk to Icalimpong in the Darjeeling district. On more 
than one occasion Phari  has been suggested as a suitable substitute for 
Yatung. I t  has also been proposed that i t  would be desirable to arra~lge 
for the establishment of an open mart a t  Gyantse, with a view tu liaving 
an alternative emporium, which can he approached by the Lachen road, 
and which would be independent of the influence of the Tomos in the 
Chumbi Valley, whose interests are likely to suffer by an extension of 
facilities granted to British Indian traders, and who are, t I erefore, likely 



to place all  possible obstacles in  their way. H i s  Majesty's Government 
have decided t h a t  we should not press' for the appointment of a Political 
Agent a t  Lhasa or  Gyantse, but if the new trade mart  at the latter place is 
not to be reduced to  a nullity from the start,  and if any real advance i s  t o  
be made in  our  commercial relations with Tibet, i t  should be possible to 
secure the application to Gyantse of the provision in clauses I. and 11. of 
the Regulations of 1893, under which i t  was agreed tha t  the Government 
of India should be free to send officers t o  reside a t  Yatung to watch the  
conditions of British t rade  a t  tha t  mart.  NTithout some such supervision 
i t  is easy to foresee tha t  whatever new arrangements a re  made rnay a t  a n  
early date be rendered nugatory by Tibetan obstructions. I f  Gyantse is 
found to be a n  inconvenient or impracticable situation, your local enquiries 
may enable you to select some other point a t  which free and direct commu. 
nication between the  British and Tibetan traders can take place, without 
exposure to the drawuacks tha t  have attended the existing system. I am 
to request that ,  a f te r  discussion of the question with the Tibetan and 
Chinese delegates, you will submit your proposals for the consideration of 
the Government of India.  The opening of a mart  a t  any place must neces- 
sarily carry with i t  the right of free access to the point selected for  al l  
Indian subjects of H i s  Majesty. The Government of Ind ia  will be glad to  
receive from you in  due course a n  expression of your views as t o  whether 
i t  is desirable t o  insist on the  grant  of similar rights to European Bri t ish 
subjects, either with or  without passports. 

7. Clause IV .  of the Regulations of 1893 has been rendered nugatory 
by the imposition of dues on g o d s  af ter  they have crossed the frontier. It 
is stated t h a t  i t  is the practice to impose a 10 per cent. ad valorem duty  
on all goods passing through Phar i .  It is desirable tha t  arrangements 
should, if possible, be made for the abolition of all such transi t  dues. I f  
necessary, a suitable tariff of duties payable a t  the frontier might be drawn 
up and mutually agreed upon. 

8. I n  fixing the rates of duty for such a tariff, the question of the t a x  
on tea would require special consideration. Under clause I V .  of the  
Regulations of 1893, tea  is liable to a duty not exceeding tha t  at which 
Chinese tea  is admitted into England. The difference in the quality of tea  
imported into England and of tha t  which alone could find a market in 
Tibet, makes a duty fixed on this basis entirely prohibitive of all  importa- 
tion of this commodity, and a n  ad valore~~z duty would seem to be more 
appropriate. 

9. The provision of guarantees for the observance of such agreements 
as may be concluded, is a xliatter of the first importance, and H i s  Majesty's 
Government have s~ec ia l ly  directed tha t  arrangements should be made to  
ensure tha t  the Tibetans should not be able to avoid or  repudiate obligations 
entered illto on their behalf in any fresh Treaty or Convention. The  Con- 
vention of 1890 and the Regulations of 1893 framed thereunder have on more 
than one occasion beell openly repudiated by the Tibetan authorities, while 
the Chinese Government havc been 1)owerless to insist on compliance with 
their terms. I t  is hol,etI that  some security on this point may bc obtained by 
insisting tha t  011 tlle 131 esent occasion tlie Tibetan Govern~nent shall depute 
a fully ;iccredite,l I-epresentative to talie pa r t  in tlie discussions, and to 
sign any Collvei~tion or Regi~lations which may be drawn 1111. Other means 
of securing the dcsired result will, perhaps, present themselves to you, but 
1 am to suggest, as  very desirable, that  arrangements shoultl also 1)e made, 
in accordance with Article VI .  of tlle Convention of 1890, for free commu- 
nication hetwecn the Governlncnt of India and the authorities a t  Lhasa, 
in order that, there may he no recilrrence of the intolerable situation which 
has recently heen experiencetl, under which the Dalai Lama has refused to 
acknowledge nr even to receive communications from His  Excellency the 
Viceroy and  Governor-General. I t  may also be possible to arrange annual 
meetings hetween British and Tihetan officials for the due settlement of 
the trade and frontier difficulties tha t  may occur. 
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10. I am to request that you will keep the Government of India fully 
informed of the progress of your negotiations, and I am to warn you that 
you should be careful to abstain from using any language or taking any 
action, which would bind the Government to, any definite course hereafter, 
without first obtaining the sanction of the Government of India. 

Enclosure 7 in No. 99. 

Lotter from the Secretary to the Government of India in the Foreiga 
Department, to W .  C. filacpherson, Esq., C.I.E., Chief Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, dated Simla, the 3rd June, 1903. 

I am directed to forward the enclosed letter from His  Excellency the 
Viceroy to His Excellency Yu, Chinese Imperial Resident a t  Lhasa, and 
to request that, with the permission of His  Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor, i t  may be transmitted to the Amban with the least possible delay. 

2. I am also to enclose a copy of a letterX of instructions which has this 
day been sent to  Major Younghusband, C.I.E., 

* Enclosure NO. 6. who has been selected by the Government 
of India to conduct the negotiations on which i t  is now proposed 
to enter with the Chinese and Tibetan officials regarding the Sikkim- 
Tibet frontier, grazing rights, and the improvement of trade relations. I t  
will be seen that i t  is intended to associate Mr. White, Political Officer in 
Siltkim, with Major Younghusband, as joint Commissioner, and a further 
communication will shortly be addressed to yon, asking that, with the per- 
mission of the Lieutenant-Governor, Mr. White's services may be placed a t  
the disposal of the Government of India. 

3. I am to take this opportunity of forwarding, for the information 
of the Bengal Government, a copy of a letter, dated the 6th April, 1903, 
from the Amhan to His  hxcellency the Viceroy, which was forwarded 
direct to the Goverilment of India by Mr. White. 

Annexure. 

Leller ~ ~ I J I I I  His Excelle~ac!/ tltr Vicrro!/ und Governor-General of Inditc to His E.rcrllency 
Yir,  Ghi~lesl, In?periccl Rrsirlrnt n t  L h r ~ r r ,  Rrerqct-Liezttennnt-(fene~.nL of the ~Wunc./rrr. 
B~.iqntL,, d / t t ~ d  15'1?nlu, the :Ird Jtcrar,, 1903. 

I have rcreived your letters, (Iated 28th November, 1!)02, and 6th April, 1903. I1 
is true that. in  Iny letter of 2nd September, 1!)02, I expressetl a desire t,hat matters as to 
trade lniglit IN: placed on a more satisfi~ctory footing, and t,hat, until this was done, the 
l~ound;~ry  defined in the Convention of 1X!)O must be strictly obaervetl. To ensure the 
accurntc drterrnination of that bon~~tlary,  I intimated, in my letter of 2nd Septemher, 1902, 
that Mr. \Vhit.e, l-'olitical OIHcer, hat1 inspected the frontier, ant1 that he was prepared to 
~ ~ S C I I P H  \vit,h y o ~ r  Excellency's Cornmissionrrs any proposald which you might wish to pot 
for\var~l for thv improvement of tratle relations. 

Your 1Sxcrllency then wrote, on Sth Jnlg, 1902, that you had deputecl the Prefect, 
111.. Ho Iiuang Hsieh, to meet Mr. White on the border, and you report,ed that you had 
requested the 1)aliri Lama to send a, representative without delay to join in the negotiations. 
For reasonH ~ v h i c h  are better known to Your Excellency than to me, Mr. 1-30 did not meet 
JIr. TVhi(~h, :~ncl, nb far as I am aware, no representat,ive of the Dalai Lama accompanied him 
to Yarung at tllc elid of July, when he wrote to Mr. White aliking hirn to await him at t,he 
frontier. T h i ~  meeting also never occurred, as Mr. Ho soddenly withtlrew from Yatang 
in August, owing, first, to illness and then to important business at Lhasa. 

At the end of January, 190:1, blr. Ho returned to Yatung and forwarded Yonr 
Excellency's letter of 28th November to me. This letter reached me in February, but 
owing to the condition of the passes, and to the fact that t,he whole t,ract was under snow, 
it. wae then impossible for me to depute a suitable officer, to proceed with those negotiations 
abont frontier and trade mattere with Tibet, which, as Your Excellency is aware, I arn 
moet anxious to settle upon a satisfactory basis in accordance with the long-standing 
friendship between the British and Chinese Governments, and our Treaty righte in  Tibet. 



hforeover, I had received information in December from Peking that the Chinese Govern- 
ment were deputing a special officer to take up these negotiations, who wc,ultl not reach 
Lhasa until July of the present Fear. I haw,  however, recently heard that the Wai-wu-pu 
are anxious that an officer should at once be deputed to meet your representatives, and as 
the passes on the border are now reported to be free of snow, ancl in your letter of 6th A p r ~ l  
YOU makc a similar request, I am glad to he able to meet your wishes. 

As you have clearly recognised in your letter of 8th Ju1~-, 1902, it xvould be useless to 
negotiate upon matters affecting Tibet without ensuring the frill and adequate representa- 
tion of the Ddlai Lama's Government throughout the proceedings. hIoreover, as I 
informed your predecessor in my letter dated 2j th March, 18!)Y, and a9 I wrote to you on 
2nd September, 1902, when I gave notice, as required by the Regulations of l8!)3, that our 
trade relations must be revised, the arranqements made in 18!)3 to give effect to the 
Convention of 1890 have unfortunately, owing to the obstructive attitude of the Tibetan 
Government, proved entirely fruitless, and, under General Article 11. attached to the 
Regulations of 1893, they now stand in urgent need of revision. Indeed, so unsatisfactory 
has been the attitude of the Tibetan authorities on the \\?hole q u ~ s t i o n  that thc frontier 
o5cials of Tlbet, who, on 4th July, 1903, met RIr. White on the frontier, and who stated 
that they were acting under she instructions of the Tashi Lama of Shigatse, declared that 
though they had heard of the Treaty of 1890, it was invalid as it was not signed by any 
Tibetan authority. 

Now, therefore, on the understanding that on this occasion the Lhasn authorities will 
be duly and fully represented, I am prepared to accept your inv~tation that our Commis- 
sioners should meet at a very early date, and discussnot onlj- the exact position of the frontier 
under the Convention of 1890, and the mutual rights of gaz ing  to be allowed on either 
side of that f r o n t ~ e r  to the people of Tibet and British territory, but also the method i n  
which our trade relations can be improved and placed upon a 11asis more consoilant with 
the usage of civilised nations, our direct and predominating interests in Tibet, and our 
friendship with the Chinese Government. 

This action is taken under Article 11. of the Regulations of 1893, and it is clearly 
desirable that we should proceed viith equal formality in  framing our new Regulations 
under the Convention of 1890, as was the case in 1893. 

I have, therefore, nominated as my Commissioner an officer of high rank, Colonel 
Younghusband, C.I.E., a Resident in our Political Department, who accompanied by 1\11.. 
White, Political Officer, Sikkim, as joint Commissionel-, will proceed to meet the 
Commissioner to be appointed by Your Excellency, n ho should, of course, be of equivalent 
rank, and who must be attended by a Tibetan officer of the highest ranlr, xvhose authoritj- 
to bind the Tibetan Government is absolute and unquestioned. RIr. Ho has recently inti- 
mated his willingness, if Yatung is considered to be unsu~table, to meet the British repre- 
sentative at  any other place which I may select. I gather from Your Excellency's letter 
of 6th April that this intimation has your concurrence. I t  is clearly desirable that our 
Comniissioners should meet as near to the frontier and grazing grounds as possible. I 
understand that IChampa Jong is the nearest inhabited place to the frontier in question, 
where such a meeting can take place. I observe also from a communication made by His 
Excellency Prince Ching to His Britannic Iiajesty's IIillister at Pelring that you had 
instructed Rlr. Ho to meet Mr. White at that place. I n  these circumsta~~cee, Iihampa Jong 
appears to be the most su~table  place for the meeting, and I have, therefore, ordered Colonel 
Younghusband to proceed thither as soon as he convenielltly can. I n  deference to Pour 
Excellency's reiterated wishes he will be attended by n small escort only, though this is 
hardly suitable to his rank and the wild nature of the countrg-. 

I trust, therefore, that Your Excellency will now secure the attendance of the Chinese 
and Tibetan representatives at Rhampa Jong on, or as soon as possible after, the 7th July. 
1903, on the date which hlr. Whire will conllnun~cate to Rfr. HO as soon as lily Commis- 
sioner is ready, so that the l~oints at issue between us niap shortly be determined and a 
final settlement effected. 

No. 100. 

From the Marqz~ess  o f  Lansdowne to iMr. I'ou;nley, dated J u l y  10, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Sikkim-Tibet negotiations : Your despatch of 13th May. Please let 

me know whether Chinese Resident has been sent the necessary instructions 
by the Chinese Government. 



No. 101. 

From X r .  Townley to the !7lnrpz~ess of Ln?a,rdowne, dated Pelcing, 
July 11, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Your telegram [Sikkim-Tibet neg~t~iations]. I have received no answer 

t o  my note, and am again addressing Chinese Government. 

No. 102. 
From 1Mr. Townley to the Na7.q?iess of Lansclowne, dated Peking, 

J i ~ l y  14, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Sikkim-Tibet frontier. My t,elegram of July 11. I am informed by 
Wai  Wu P u  that they have received a telegram from the Imperial Chinese 
Resident a t  Lhasa report,ing that  he  ha.s urged on the Da.lai Lama the 
appointment of a suitable Tibetan representative to act on the frontier 
Commission. Resident further states that  he has pressed the Councillors 
of State to urge the Dalai Lama in the  same sense. As soon as he receives 
an answer he will telegraph again. 

No. 103. 

Despcitcl~ ,fronz MI.. Tozon7ey to t he  .Marquess of Lansdollcne, clcitcd PeX,itz!l, 
the I (ifh July, 1903. (IZe(,ei.c.e~i 31.st ilv!just). 

With reference to my telegram of the 14th July, I have the 
honour to transmit to  your Lordship herewith a translation of the reply 
which I have received from the Chinese Government to my note urging 
them for an answer to my request that  steps should be taken for the appoint- 
ment of a duly accredited Tibetan Representative to take part in the Sikkim- 
Tibet frontier negotiations. 

Prince Ch'ing informs me that  instn~ctions have been sent to the 
Chinese Resident a t  Lhasa in the sense tlesire(1 by your Lordship, and com- 
municates a telegram which he states that  he had tha t  day received from 
the Resident, reporting the steps talren to induce the Dalai Lama and the 
Councillors of State to proceed a t  once with the appointment. 

Enclosure in No. 103. 

Letter ,horn ~ l r ~ l i - 1 c ~ - j ? ? 1  to .lIr. Y;ur~iley, datecl 13tl~ July,  1903. 

(Translation.) 

The Board have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Town- 
ley's letter, inquiring whether they had telegraphed to the Chinese Resident 
in Tibet in support of the Indian Government's request that a duly accre- 
dited Tibetan Representative should be sent to take part in the approach- 
ing negotiations. 

I n  reply, they beg to state that  on receipt of Mr. Townley's earlier 
despatch, informing them of the desire of His Majesty's Government that 



the Chinese Delegate should be accoillpanied by a duly accredited Tibetan 
official t o  Khambajong for the discussion of frontier questions, they tele- 
graphed, in accordance with this despatch, to t he  Imperial Resident, asking 
him to  admonish again the  Dalai Lama, and  to persuade him not t o  fail 
to send with speed a Tibetan official to be associated with the Deputy 
H o  in his discussions with Mr. White. 

Following on their receipt of Mr. Townley's present letter t,he Board 
received to-day a telegram from the  Imperial Resident as  follows:- 

" Your telegram received. I a t  once had i t  translated, and  communi- 
cated i t  to the Dalai Lama, directing him to select a Tibetan (lit. barbar- 
ian) official of fairly high standing and despatch him to the  frontier, pro- 
vided with credentials as  a negotiator, in order t o  concert with the  Prefect  
H o  and his colleagues to  await the British officials and  effect a harmonious 
and sincere settlement. I also informed the Frontier Affairs Deputy of my 
action. I then summoned the Icablons (Councillors of State) to my official 
residence, and  earnestly admonished them, instructing them t o  represent 
to the  Dalai Lama  what I had said, and recommend him to  appoint speedily 
a trustworthy Tibetan (lit. barbarian) official to proceed to the frontier. 
As soon a s  I receive the Dal'ai Lama's reply I will telegraph again." 

The  Board beg Mr. Townley to colninunicate the above to his Govern- 
ment. 

Compliments. 

No. 104. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Tibet. Khamba Jong was reached on 7th Jul j-  by Mr.  White, 
accompanied by Captain O'Connor and Major Bretherton and ful l  escort. 
Colonel Younghusband will shortly move from Tangu;  he has been slightly 
indisposed. Chinese Amban says tha t  H o  and Captain P a r r  a re  the  Com- 
illissioners al~l>ointed by China, who are to be jo~ned  by a Secretary and  
a Depon (fourth grade official) appointed by the Dalni Lama. The rank 
of these officers is not considered sufficient by C'olonel Younghusband. I 
am awaiting the  Amban's letter. At Giaogong Mr. White was met by 
Tibetan General and Chief Secretary, M-110 sent him ])resent\, and impor- 
tuned him to  halt and discuss matters there. Mr. White 1,el)lied tha t  till 
he and the other Commissioners had arrived at  l<hamba ,long the discussion 
could not take  place. I<hamba Jong is high a n d  csposrd and arid, but 
four miles off is a fertile valley with good grazing, cattle, sheep and barley. 
Colonel Younghusband espects great advantage from personal influence of 
Mr. White and 'Captain O'Connor. The attitude of the Tibetans is sullen, 
that  of the  Chinese friendly. 

No. 105. 

J'rorn Mr. Tololile,y !o f l~e  :l/or,/~/ess 1!f L(znstlozune, d~rccl Pekilt!l, 
the 20tlt qf JTL/ !~ ,  1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Sikkim-Tibet frontier. My telegram of the  14th July.  A tele- 
gram from the Chinese Resident in Tibet has been communicated 
to me by the Wai-wu P u .  H e  states tha t  orders have been given by 



the D~alai Llama for two Tibetan officials to roceed a t  once to Icanpa, 
provided with credentials, t o  take  par t  in the  r roiltier negotiations. Lest 
Tibetan suspicion be again aroused, he requests that  the frontier may not 
be crossed. One of the Tibetan officials designated is a military officer of 
fourth rank and the other a civilian of sixth rank. A hcpe i s  expressed by 
the Wai-wu P u  tha t  a friendly settlement may be speedily arrived a t .  

No. 106. 

With reference to my telegram of the 20th instant, I have the honour 
to transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of the note which I received 
from the Chinese Government infornling me of the steps taken by the 
Chinese Resident in Tibet to secure the appointment of two Tibetan 
representatives to act on the Siltkim-Tibet Boundan- Conimission. 

Enclosure in No. 106. 

I have the  honour to  acknowledge receipt of your despatch of the  12th 
May with reference to the Tibet-Sikkim frontier question, informing me 
tha t  you had received telegraphic instructions from your Government to 
lay stress on the  necessity of there being associated with the  Chinese 
Delegates a properly accredited Tibetan representative. I n  the opinion 
of your Government, if no representative of t he  Dalai Lama took par t  in 
t he  negotiations, no satisfactory settlement of pending questions could be 
made, and  i t  was, therefore, of the  greatest importance, in t he  interests 
of a friendly arrangement, that  the Tibetans should be directly represented 
in the  negotiations. You requested me, therefore, t o  instruct the  Imperial 
Resident t o  take  the  necessary action a t  once. 

I n  reply, I beg to  s tate  t ha t  on receipt of your communication, the 
Board telegraphed to the Inlperial Resident in Tibet to explain frankly 
to  the  Dalai Lama the  course which he should pursue. H e  replies as  
follows : - 

" T h e  Dalai Lama's answer is to the  effect that ,  since the  Brl~lal l  
Government has appointed Major Youllghusband a s  Boundary ~Commis- 
sioner and  Mr. White a.; his fellow Commissioner, and  fixed the  7th instant 
a5 the  da te  for the  meeting of the Delegates a t  the  frontier station at 
Ichampa, and a s  the Prefect H o  ICuang I-Isieh is to proceed thither in a 
few days from Chingshi, it is his duty, t he  matter being a very important 
one, also to  appoint interpreter officials above the usual rank t o  proceed 
with proper credentials to IChampa, and,  in company with the  Prefect  
Shou, t o  meet the British Delegates and discuss the frontier question with 
them. I t  so happens, the  Dalai Lama states, that  Lo P u  Tsang, a Secre- 
tary of Council in the  Treasurv Department, and Wang ~Chu Chieh P u ,  a 
Military Commandant in Anterior Tibet, decorated with the peacoclts 
feather, both officials of honourable rank, a re  now a t  Chopu, and i t  seems 
fitting to  take  advantage of their being in the  neighbourhood to order them 
t o  take  part in t he  negotiations. Their credentials, he adds, have already 
been forwarded them. I am telegraphing, therefore, to  request t he  Board 
t o  acquaint t he  British Minister a t  Peking with the  Dalai Lama's reply, 
so tha t  he  may telegraph to  Major Yolinghusband and Mr.  White t o  discuss 



the question amicably with the officials mentioned, and  a t  the  same time 
to ask them to be careful not to cross the frontier, and thus again excite 
the suspicion and alarm of the Thibetans." 

Froin this communication i t  will be seen tha t  the  Imperial Resident 
has now arranged with the Dalai Lama to appoint two Tibetan officials of 
fairly high standing to proceed with the Prefect H o  to Khampa to  meet 
Major Younghusband and Mr. White, and discuss with them what  steps 
are to be taken. The  Board trusts tha t  i t  will be possible t o  effect a speedy 
and friendly settlement of this long-standing dispute. 

I have the  honour, therefore, to  request you to  be so good a s  t o  acquaint 
your Government, by telegraph, with the  conteilts of this despatch, so tha t  
Major Younghusband and Mr. White may be instructed to open negotia- 
tions in a fnendlp spirit with the Tibetan and other Delegates appointed. 
I t  is t o  be hoped tha t  the pending questions will thus be speedily and finally 
settled. Requesting the favour of an  early reply, I avail, &c. 

No. 107. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Sikkim-Tibet frontier. Foreign Board have received a telegram fro111 
Chinese Resident in  Tibet t o  the efiect t ha t  Whi te  is reported to have 
reached K a n p a  with 200 men, while Younghusband, with 300 more, is 
following. H e  represents t ha t  the negotiations must take some months, and  
that  the Tibetans will get uneasy a t  the presence of a number of troops for  
so long, and,  further, tha t  I<anpa is a small and poor place to nourish so 
large a folbce. H e  therefore asks that  Indian Governnient be urged to nego- 
ti;;tc. with delihe]-ation, and withdraw the troops. H i s  request is supported 
t ~ y  the Chinese Government. 

No. 108. 

fi'l.olle .Sir 1:'. , C ~ t o v :  to /l,r . l /nrqr~css  c ! f  L n ~ ~ s r l o ~ r ~ l e ,  clccte~i' I'cXi~r,y, the 24 th  o J  
A1tr,tlust, 190Y.  

(Telegraphic.) 
Sil<l;im-TiI~et frontier. Mr.  Townley's telegram. I have received 

another note fl-om Chinese Governn~ent, stating tha t  Chinese Resident has 
again telegra,,hecl, saying that  Tibetans refuse to enter into negotiations 
11nti1 Governnirnt of Intlia withdraw their troops. I propose to  reply that  
ncgotintions llave already been opened a t  Icanpa., where Younghusband has 
a r .~- iv~t l .  

No. 109. 
f ) e s p u k l ~  )'ron~ &Yir E. Snto,~. to t ? t ~  J l n r q u e ~ s  ~ ? f  Lnnse /o~rnc ,  c2'c1t~t/ Peking,  

t l f c  2 4 t l ~  l,f . l ~ , q t ~ ~ t ,  1 9 0 3 .  (h'ecoi~tetl the 12th of' October . )  

With reference to Mr. Townley's despatch of the 23rd ultimo, and 
to later telegraphic correspondence respecting Tibetan affairs, I have 
the honour to transmit herewith to  Your Lordship translations of notes 



from the Foreign Board representing, in the first instance, that  the approach 
of such a large force as 500 men under Colonel Younghusband is likely to 
cause great alarm, and that  it will be difficult, in such a small place as 
Khambajong, to find provisions for so many men, and,  in the second, that  
the Tibetans refuse to negotiate until the troops are withdrawn. 

The Ministers state that they have received this information by tele- 
graph from the Chinese Resident a t  Lhasa, who has been instructed to 
reason with the Tibetans with a view to dispelling their alarms and per- 
suading them to commence negotiations speedily. The Foreign Board 
a t  the same time support the views of their  Resident i n  Tibet, and  request 
that  the troops may be withdrawn. 

I t  should perhaps lbe borne in inind that  even telegraphic communica- 
tions with Lhasa are very slow, and that  i t  is just possible that  the matter 
has already been satisfactorily arranged on the spot. 

I am sending translations of the Chinese notes to the Viceroy of India. 

Enclosure 1 i n  No. 109. 

h;)te fi.0112 Pri / ice  ant/ .Ilinisters to ' l lr.  To7u,zley, dutecl liun,zg ITsii, xxix : 6 : 
22 (14th oj' August, 1903) .  

On the 19th Julp we had the  honour of addressing a note to  you on the 
subject of Tibetan and Indian frontier ,affairs, acquainting you with the 
names of the officials appointed by Tibet  to take  part in the negotiations. 

W e  have now received a telegram from t h e  Imperial (Resident in 
Tibet to the following effect :- 

" The Deputy H o  Icuang-hsieh, Prefect, represents t ha t  Mr. White has 
proceeded to K a n p a  wi th  200 soldiers, and he  hears t h a t  Major  Young- 
husband is also bringing troops to the number of 300, but he has not yet 
arrived. Kanpa  is small, and the inhabitants are few, and  there is much 
difficulty about supplies, while the questions to be discussed are of great 
importance, and it will require some months' time for the negotiations to be 
brought to a conclusion. If a number of troops remain for a long time, the 
Tibetan barbarians will inevitably be suspicious and uneasy. I therefore 
beg jou to consult the British Minister a t  Peking with a view to his tele- 
graphing without delay to the Indian Government to withdraw the troops, 
in the first instance, and to extend the tirile ancl negotiate with deliberation, 
which will truly be in the interests of the subjects of discussion. 

On this we have the honour to observe that  in bringing troops with 
them, when meeting for the discussion of frontier affairs, the object of Major 
Younghusband and iMr. White was, of course, their personal protection. 
But  the Imperial Resident in Tibet is stating the t ruth when he describes 
Knnpa a s  small and its inhabitants few, and the difficulty about supplies 
as  great, and if the troops remain long there is real ground for apprehending 
that  the Tibettan people will be alarmetl ancl suspicions. I t  is, therefore, 
our duty to address to you this note, ancl to request you to communicate with 
His Majesty's Government by telegl-aph, moving them to telegraph without 
delay to Major 1-ounghusbancl and Mr.  White, to  withdraw the troops with- 
out fail, in the first instance, with a view to facilitatil~g an early settlement 
3f frontier questions. 

W e  have alto the honour to request a reply to this note. 



Enclosure 2 in  No. 109. 

Note from Prince and Ministers to Mr. Townley, dated Kuang Hsii, xlrix : 6 : 
28 (20th of *4u,qust, 1903).  

W e  have the  honour to  refer to our note on the  subject of Tibetan- 
Indian frontier affairs, in which we asked you to telegraph to His  Majesty's 
Government inviting them to  telegraph without delay to  Major Young- 
husband and Mr. White, to  withdraw their troops a s  a preliminary step, 
with a view to the early settlement of the frontier questions. On the 15th 
instant we received your reply, informing us that  you were telegraphing o n  
the subject to His  Majesty's Government. 

We have now received a further telegram from the Imperial Resident 
in Tibet to t h e  following effect:- 

'' T h e  Deputy H o  Kuang-hsieh reports that  Major Younghusband has  
not yet arrived, but  that  Mr. White, on reaching Kanpa, proceeded straight 
to Ying-kuan-chai, where he has established himself, and tha t  the Bar- 
barians, on the ground tha t  the British officials have brought troops, refuse 
to open negotiations, and that  i t  will be necessary to wait till the British 
troops have withdrawn beyond the frontier before frontier matters can b e  
discussed. 

" T h e  Kablons (Councillors) are being strictly and earnestly reasoned 
with by Tibet (sic), and I a m  telegraphing to ask the  Viceroy of I n d i a  to 
instruct Major Younghusband to withdraw the troops beyond the  frontier 
pass, in order to avoid suspicion on the part of the Barbarians, so tha t  nego- 
tiations may be speedily opened, and I beg tha t  you will move the  British 
Zin is te r  at Peking to  telegraph without delay to  the Indian  Government, 
asking tha t  instructions may be sent to Major Younghusband and his col- 
league to withdraw their troops beyond the frontier. The  important thing 
is that  frontier questions should be discussed without precipitation, so tha t  
there may be no disturbance of friendly relations, in the  interest of t he  
matter in hand." 

W e  have telegraphed, in reply to the Resident, t o  reason with the 
Barbarian people, and persuade them not to be alarmed and suspicious, and' 
to instruct the  Tibetan officials to open negotiations speedily. 

If there has not yet been a reply from His Majesty's Government, we 
have the honour to request that you will again telegraph to a,sk t.hem to 
instruct Major Younghusband and Mr. Whit.e to withdraw their troops a t  
once beyond the frontier and to negotiate in a friendly spirit,, the grea t  
object beicg tha t  frontier matters should receive an  early sett.lement, t o  
the advantage of both sides. 

We have also the honour to request a reply to this note 

No. 110. 
From t h ~  ,lfarquess qf' Lansdou:ne to Sir  E. Satolo, dated 

t h ~  27th qf' A//g~ts t ,  1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Tibetan negotiations. See Mr. Townley's telegram of the 15th August. 
Chinese Government may he informed as snggested in your telegram of the 
24th August.  Major Younghusband's instructions are  that  200 men shall 
accompany Colnmissioner to I<harnba,jong, and tha t  he is to be supported 
by 300 additional troops, who will be stationed a t  Tangu within the Sikkim 
border. 



No. 111. 
Despatch from Sir E. Satow to t h  Marquess of Lansdowne, dated 

Peking, August 29, 1903. (Received October 26.) 

I have the  honour to transmit to  your Lordship herewith a copy of 
the note which I have addressed to  the Chinese Government in accordance 
with the instructions contained in your Lordship's telegram s f  the 
27th instant, informing them tha t  Major Younghusband had reached 
kamba, where negotiations were already proceeding, and stating the 
instructions which had been given to  him by the Government of India with 
regard to the disposition of the troops which accompanied the mission. 

P.S.-Since writing the above I have received a reply from Prince 
Ching, of which I have the honour t o  inclose a copy. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 111. 

Note from Sir E. Satow to1 P ~ i n c e  Ching, dated Peking, August 28, 1903. 

As he informed your Highness in his note of the 15th August, 
Mr. Townley communicated to His  Majesty's Government by telegram the 
substance of your Highness' note of the 14th with regard to Sikkim- 
Tibet affairs, and as soon as I arrived here I also communicated to them 
your Highness' further letter of the 20th. 

I have to-day received a telegram in reply, informing me that  Major 
Yolinghusband has already reached Kamba, and that  negotiations are  pro- 
ceeding. It seems probable, therefore, that, owing to the length of time 
required for communications from the  Deputy a t  Kamba to reach the 
Imperial Resident and to be transmitted by him to your Highness, the 
difficulties referred to in his report had already been removed before the 
Resident's telegram reached Peking. I trust tha t  the instructions sent 
to  the Resident by your Highness will have the result of expediting a satis- 
factory settlement of the questions under discussion. 

-4s regards the report that  had reached the Deputy Ho that  Major 
Younghusband intended bringing with him 300 troops to Kamba, in addi- 
tion to 200 accompanying Mr. White, His  Majesty's Government inform 
me that  the instructions given to Major Younghusband when he left for 
the frontier were that  an escort of 200 men should accompany the Com- 
missioners to Kamba, and that  300 additional troops should remain a t  
Tangu, which is  within the Sikkim border. The Deputy's information 
was, therefore, evidently erroneous, and no doubt he  has since learnt this 
from Major Younghusband. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 111. 

Note  from P ~ i n c e  a n d  Ministers to Sir E. Satow, dated Peking, Ruang 
Hsu, xxix : 7 : 8 (August 30, 1903). 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
28th August with regard to Indian-Tibet frontier affairs communi- 
cating a telegram you had received from His  Majesty's Government. 

Frontier questions between India and Tibet have long awaited settle- 
ment, and we were much gratified at the action of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment on the present occasion in sending a Special Commissioner to carry 
on negotiations in a friendly spirit. 

We have now telegraphed to  the Imperial Resident to lose no time 
jn instructing Deputy Ho, in co-operation with the Tibetan officials, 



to discuss with Ma or Younghusband and Mr. White the subjects under I negotlat~on prompt y and satisfactorily. As soon as we receive the Im- 
perial Resident's reply, we shall have the honour of communicating with 
you again. 

Meanwhile we send this answer to your note. 

No. 112. 

From the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India,  dated 16th 
Septemb&, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Tibet. Information has been brought back by an  agent who visited 
Lhasa tha t  war has been definitely decided upon by National  council, and  
that  Lhasa Government are determined not to negotiate. They are  
collecting troops from all quarters with a view to taking action 
by middle or end of next month after getting in the  harvest. 
Early at tack is anticipated, but Colonel Younghusband is strength- 
ening his escort by 100 men. A t  the same time, in case we 
have to  occupy the Chumbi Valley, the 2nd Pioneers are  being sent to 
work on the Jelapla route on termination of the rains. A Chinese Colonel 
has replaced Ho, who has withdrawn to Lhasa. The new Amban and  
his assistant are not expected to reach Lhasa till November, the delay 
being probably intentional. Until their arrival negotiations will be a t  
an absolute standstill. Moreover, though Dalai Lama agreed to Kamba- 
jong for meeting of Commission, the Tibetan delegates resolutely decline 
to negotiate there. Attitude of Nepal Darbar is satisfactory. They have 
offered t o  supply 500 yaks a t  once and 8,000 within a month. Also the 
Minister in remarkable letter addressed to the Tibetan Government has 
warned them not to  expect assistance fro111 Nepal under Treaty of 1856, and 
has advised them to  lose no time in conling to terms. I n  a letter to t h e  
Amban, dated 25th August, I have insisted on despatch of suitable repre- 
sentatives, and I have stated that  Colonel Younghusband may have to  move 
into more suitable winter quarters if there is delay in completing negotia- 
tions. Two British subjects have been imprisoned in Shigatse, and 
Tibetans decline to restore them. Reprisals have been made on Tibetan 
herds a t  Giaogong, and Colonel Younghusband has been directed to demand 
compensation. H e  despairs of peaceful solution, and says that  till the 
Tibetans realise the seriousness of our intentions, which they now deride, 
nothing will be done. He  foresees that the occupation of the Chumbi 
Palley and advance of Mission 75 miles beyond I<hambajong to Gyangtse 
will be eventually necessary. We think that occupation of Chumbi Valley 
will be insufficient to  put serious pressure on Lhasa, and that  i t  is almost 
certain that  Mission will have to advance. His Majesty's Government 
should realise that  L l~asa  Government l~ave  no conception of our power. 
A further complication is that  any sort of action will be difficult after 
November, and i t  may be necessary for our Mission to stay a t  Khamba- 
jong doing nothing till next spring, a delay most injurious to oilr prestige, 

merely postponing without solving problem. We should be glad, 
before making plans for winter, to  be informed of the probable views of 
Hi? Majesty's Government in the contingency of negotiations breaking 
down or Tibetans taking hostile action. 



No. 113. 

From the Secretary of State for Ind ia  to the Viceroy, d,at&d 20th 
September, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your telegram of 16th instant. Tibetan negotiations. Lord Lans- 
downe will a t  once instruct our Minister a t  Peking to make serious repre- 
sentation to the Chinese Government pointing out the refusal of Tibetans 
to  negotiate a t  place accepted by Dalai Lama for meeting of Commission, 
their hostile preparations and their imprisonment of British subjects at 
Shigatse, and stating that  H i s  Majesty's Government expect the Chinese 
Government to bring pressure to  bear on Dalai Lama to  secure that  the 
Tibetans shall release prisoners and commence negotiations a t  once, adding 
that  if Tibetans do not immediately satisfy these demands, His  Majesty's 
Government will take measures necessary for release of prisoners arid 
security of Mission. This representation is considered expedient though 
any satisfactory result of representation is doubtful), in existing 
relations between Tibet and China. I n  the  event of coercion becom- 
ing necessary, military situation will have t o  be considered, but proposal to 
advance fa r  into the interior is regarded with grave misgiving by His 
Majesty's Government, who are disposed to think that  the fact that  we are 
in earnest may be sufficiently brought home to the Tibetans by the occupa- 
tion of the Chumbi Valley in the  first instance. 

No. 114. 

From the Mwrquess of Lansdowne to Sir E. Satono, dated Septembbr 22, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Tibetan negotiations: See your telegram of the 20th July. 

Though Khambajong is place agreed upon by Dalai La.ma for negotia- 
tions, the Tibetans refuse to negotiate. Soldiers are  being collected 
togethel, and 1)reparations made for hostilities. Two British subjects 
have been imprisoned by them a t  Shigatse, and their release is refused. 
You should represent to Chinese Government that, while sole desire of 
His Majesty's Government is for more friendly relations with Tibet, they 
cannot tolerate such discourteous treatment of their Mission. It is equally 
out of the question that  they should allow British subjects to be im risoned E with impunity. You should inform the Chinese Government t a t  His 
Majesty's Government expect them to bring immediate pressure to bear on 
the Dalai Lama, with a view to the release of the two British subjects who 
have been imprisoned, and to the commencement without delay of negotia- 
t,ions between the Tibetan Delegates and the British Commissioners. 
The Chinese Government should be made thoroughly aware. that  
should the Dalai Lama not give immediate satisfaction to these demands,. 
His  Majesty's Government will feel themselves compelled to take such 
measures as they may consider necessary for the safety of their Mission, 
and for the release of the two British subjects imprisoned a t  Shigatse. 



No. 115. 
From S ir  E. Satow to the IlIarquess of Lansdowne, dated Peking, 

September 25, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

W i t h  reference t o  Your Lordship's telegram of the 22nd instant,  
I delivered a note to  Prince Ch'ing to-day embodying its contents 
and  adding t h a t  comment was not necessary to  impress on his  High- 
ness t h e  seriousness of the situation if the  at t i tude adopted by 
the  Tibetans is persisted in. The final paragraph I com- 
municated verbally, and urged tha t  instructions should be sent  
t o  Lhasa with a s  lit t le delay as possible. H e  replied tha t  it 
would take  twenty or  thirty days for a message to reach Lhasa  
from the  point where the telegraph line ends in  Szechuan, a n d  
he begged H i s  Majesty's Government to give them time. The Chinese 
Government, he said, were most anxious t o  see a solution come t o  with the  
Tibetans, who a re  a very stupid people. The newly-appointed Resident 
is relied o n  t o  effect good when he arrives in Tibet. His  departure has 
been delayed by the  difficulty of collecting the troops who are  to accompany 
him. 

No. 116. 
Despatch from Si.r E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne, dated Peking, 

September 25, 1903 (Received November 23.) 

(Extract.) 

I have the  honour t o  enclose copy of the note which I presented to-day 
to Prinoe Ch'ing, s tat ing that,  in  spite of the Dalai Lama having agreed 
tha t  negotiations should be carried on a t  I<hambajong, the  Tibetan 
Representatives have refused to negotiate there, t ha t  they have imprisoned 
two British subjects a t  Shigatsze and refuse to release them, and lastly, 
t ha t  they are  collecting troops and n~alriiig hostile preparations. After  
His Higlllless had read the Chinese translation, I repeated t o  him 
very carefully the warning conveyed in the final p a r a g r a ~ h  of Your 
Lordship's telegrain of the 2211d instant. I n  reply, the Prince under- 
took to dispatch a message a t  once to Lhasa by I Y ? ~  of Batang, 
to which place lie believed tlie telegraph to extend, but snicl t ha t  it might 
take twenty or thirty days to arrive a t  its destination, and a s  the Chinese 
Government were sincerely desirous for the settlement of all clitierences 
between the Indian Governn~ent and Tibet, he Iioped His  h1ajestyJs 
Government would await the  result. I urged upon the Prince the great  
danger there was in delay, and begged him to expedite the messenger by al l  
means in his power. Prince Ch'ing added tha t  the Chinese Governineiit 
hoped an  improvemeilt would manifest itself so soon as the new Resident 
arrived at Lhasa, but described tlie Tibetans as intenselv ignorant and  
obstinate, and very difficult to influence. H e  explained the clelay in the  
departure of the Resident from Chengtu, the  capital of Ssuchuan, by the  
necessity he was under of collecting a sufficient body of troops to accom- 
pany him on his journey and overawe the Tibetans. As Your Lordship 
will remember, Yutai was appointed in December last, a s  reported 
in Mr. Townleg's despatch of the  16th December, to  proceed 
to his post with al l  speed in order t o  negotiate with Mr. White. 
Yet the Chinese Government immediately afterwards stated that  he would 
not reach his post till July.  Three months more have now elapsed, and he 



is still a t  Chengtu. According t o  a telegram which I have recently received 
from Mr. Hosie, he expects to  make a start  about the  8th October. I am 
disposed t o  think that  the Chinese Government are  really desirous 
or seeing the matter brou ht. to a satisfactory conclusion between India  and 7 Tibet, but from Prince cC l'ing's repeated allusions to the  obstinate temper 
of the Tibetans and the difficulty the  Resident experiences in dealing 
wit11 them, they are  not sanguine as t o  the likelihood of Yutai's being 
able to expedite the  negotiations. 

Enclosure in No. 116. 

Note from Siy 6. Satow to Prince Ching, dated Peking, September 23, 1903. 

I n  connection with previous correspondence on the subject of the 
Tibetan-Sikkinl frontier negotiations, I have the honour to  inform Your 
Highness that I have to-day received a telegram from His  Majesty's Secre  
ta iy  of State, to the effect that  in spite of the fact that  the  Dalai Lama 
agreed that  the negotiations should be carried on at Khambajong, the 
Tibetan Representatives refuse to negotiate there. Not only this, but 
the Tibetan authorities have actually imprisoned a t  Shigatsze two British 
subjects and have refused to  release them, and they are  collecting troops 
and making preparations for hostilities. 

It is quite inlpossible for His  Ma-jesty's Government to permit British 
s ~ ~ b j e c t s  t.o be imprisoned, nor can they allow the Commissioners they have 
a.ppointed t.o be t.reated with the discourtesy shown to them by the 
Tibetans. The only ~vish of His Majesty's Government is that  more 
friendly rela,t,ions should be established with Tibet, and they instruct me 
to  state to Your Highness tha t  they expect the Chinese Government to  
I)ring i ~ m ~ e d i a t e  pressure to bear on the Dala,i Lama so that  the two 
British sltbject,s now imprisoned may be released and the Tibetan Dele- 
gates incluced to commence negotiations without further delay with the 
B r i t i h  Commissioners. 

I feel confident tllat I need add no comment to  impress upon Your 
Highness the serious nature of the situation that  win be created if the 
Tihetan;: per5ist. in their present course of action. 

No. 117. 
F~-c,tl  S i - ~ s  E .  Satozc to t l ~ e  Ma~.quess of Lansdowne, dated Peking, the 

28th September, 1903. 

Hi-  hlaje~ty's: Consul-General a t  Chengtu reports that  the delay of the 
new Re-ident for Tibet in proceerling to his post was partly owing to his 
heing instructed to consult with the new Viceroy of Szechiien regarrllng 
Tibetan afiairs. The new Assistant Resiclent, who is also a t  Chengtu, pro- 
po'ecl taking a large numl~er of troops with them into Tibet, but this was 
vetoed by the Viceroy and Resident Tbe latter proceeds to his 
post, wit11 an escort of some 40 soldiers, on the 11th October, 
but the dnte of the Assistant Resident's departure is not yet fixed. 



Despatch from S i r  E. Satow to the .7farllctess of Lu~t~sdo~one, dated PeXing 
the 30th of September, 1903. ( Received ivocenaber 23.) 

With reference to my despatch to  Your Lordship of the 25th 
instant, I have the honour to transmit a copy of a note from-Prince Ch'ing, 
in reply to  my communication to him, on the subject of the hostile attitude 
of the  Tibetans. 

Enclosure in No. 118. 

Note from Prince CI~'iag to Sir E. Sntow, dnted I<lt(c~a!/ Lfsii, 29th I ~ O O I I ,  8th 
month, 7th clay (Sel~te~nber 27, 1903).  

I have the honour to acltnowledge receipt of Your Excellency's note of 
the 23rd instant, with reference to the Tibet-Sikkim frontier negotiations, 
informing me of the refusal of the Tibetan Representatives to  negotiate a t  
Khambajong, of the imprisonment of two British subjects a t  Shigatsze, and 
the hostile attitude generally of the Tibetan authorities. 

(Note quoted almost in full.) 
The Board has already telegraphed to the I~uperial  Resiclent in Tibet 

instructing him to order the Tibetan authorities to release the two British 
subjects a t  once and to enjoin upon then1 to open negotiations without 
further delay with the British Co~nnlissioners a t  I<l~an~bajong. 

On receipt of the Resident's reply I will a t  once conlnlunicate with Your 
Excellency. 

No. 119. 
From S i r  E. Sntozo to the ;I[arq~less o f  L(z~zstlot~.t~c~, tl~ctztl PeX.itz;/, the 

1st of October, 1903. 

(Telegraphi,~.) 

Following from Consul a t  Cheng-tu :- 
"Xesident for Tibet says i t  will talce a t  least three months to reach 

Indian frontier." 

No. 120. 
From the Secretary qf State for I~ztlia to the Viceroy, dcltctl 1st oj' OctoLcr., 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Mg telegram of 20th September. Tibet. His 'Majest -'s Governn~ent, 

baring again considered position, are now prepared if colnplete 
rupture of negotiations roves inevitable, to nuthorise not only occupation 
of Chumbi but a ? so the advance, if i t  can be nlade with safety, of 
the Mission to Gyantse. Please inform me of your plans for doing this, and 
particularly how you propose to secure safety of Mission a t  Gyantse. 



No. 121. 
I 1 Ermn the Jlarquess ,?f Lnnsdow~le to S i r  E. b'ato~u, dated the 3rd  o j  

October, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Tibetan negot.iations. Your tele ram of the  25th September. f I11 view of the intractable attitude of t e Tibetans, and of the unsatis- 
factory nature of the Chinese Government's reply, His Majesty's Govern- 
illeilt have infornled the Government of India by telegraph that, in the 
event of a complete rupture of the negotiations proving inevitable, they are 
prepared, in addition to the occupation of the Chumbi Valley, to authorize 
the advance of the mission to Gyantse, provided the Government of India 
are satisfied that this can be safely undertaken. 

No. 122. 
1.i.0111 Sir E. , C n t o ~ ~ .  to the ~Marlztess of Lansdowne,  dated Peki~lg ,  the 

19th October, 1903. (Received October 19) .  

(Telegraphic.) 

Sikkim-Tibet Frontier Mission. With  reference to the Viceroy of 
India's letter to the Chinese Resident for Tibet, dated the 25th August, I 
have received a written communication from Prince Ching to  the effect that 
a telegram from the Chinese Resident has arrived, in which i t  is stated that, 
as requested by the Viceroy, Conlrnissioner H o  has been recalled, and 
replaced by Major Chao. Captain P a r r  remains as Joint  Chinese Commis- 
sioner with Chao. The Resident has written to Captain P a r r  requesting 
him to dissuade the British Commissioner from choosing another place 
for passing the winter. I have been asked by Prince Ching to  request that  
instructions be given to Colonel Younghusband to prevent him from cross- 
ing the frontier on any account. Presumably the meaning is  tha t  Young- 
husband should not move further inland from his present posit.ion. 

No. 123. 
J'rnr1t tlrr 17;l.c'rr)!/ to  tlte ,\'rc*reta):,/ qf LYt~zte for Ind ia ,  dated 26th October, 1903. 

Your telegrnin of 1st October. Colonel Younghusband has been at 
Simla, on summons from Government of India, for personal consultation 
regarding Tibet, after \vllich we have unanimously agreed in following 
 conclusion^. For follo~\-ing reasons advance into Tibet appears to us to  be 
indispensable. 

1. Though Dalai Lama agreed to  the Commissioners meeting at 
IChambajong, the Tibetan delegates have refused to hold any communica- 
tions or relations with our Commissioner. For more than three months 
past they have shut themselves up in fort. 

2. As to Chinese delegates, none of suitable rank have as yet been 
sent. Colonel Chao, who is only commandant of Phari, and inferior in 
position to Ho, has been appointed to succeed latter. 



3. From the first Chinese Government have procrastinated. They 
informed us officially last December that  Amban Yutai  had been 
appointed to negotiate, but he is still on his way, travelling leisurely, 
and is not expected to arrive a t  Lhasa before end of year. I t  was easy 
for Chinese Government to wire their instructions to Lhasa v i l  Khambajong, 
by which route Pa r r  sends his messages to Peking, but they have preferred 

osting them across Tibet. Moreover, the present Amban a t  Lhasa has also 
railed to  reply to Viceroy's letter of 25th August. 

4. Tibetans have for months past been preparing for war, collecting 
troops and supplies in every part of country between Lhasa and our 
frontier. 

5. They have sent no reply to any of our representations regarding 
the two British subjects whom they arrested and imprisoned at 'Shigatse, 
and whom i t  is now ruilloured they have tortured and killed. 

6. There has been a complete failure of the policy pursued for t he  
last 25 years by the  Government of India towards Tibet ;  the only result 
being tha t  the Tibetans mistalce our patience for weakness, reject our over- 
tures with scorn, and despise our strength. I n  Colonel Younghusband's 
opinion, since we retired in 1588, both Tibetans and Chinese confidently 
expect our  retirement, refusing to believe that  we shall d o  anything. 

It is clear tha t  in these circumstances we have no alternative but t o  
advance, as  already authorised by His Majesty's Government. After con- 
sideration, and  upon Colonel Younghusband's advice, we unhesitatingly 
recommend t h a t  the  advance should extend to  Gyangtse, and should not be 
confined to Chumbi Valley. The following are our reasons :- 

(1) Chumbi Valley is on Indian side of the watershed and is not 
regarded as part of Tibet. Tibetans would, therefore, regard its occupation 
as a retrograde movement, comparing i t  with the position a t  IChambajong, 
in Tibet proper, which we a t  present occupy. 

(2) If we move only into the Chumbi Valley, we shall find our present 
situation repeated a,t Phar i  instead of IChambajong, and i t  will requlre 
stronger measures t o  convince Tibetans tha t  we are in earnest. 

(3) Colonel Younghusband considers i t  extremely important tha t  we 
should come into contact with the Tibetan people. They are  quite pre- 
pared to  enter into relations with us, and are quite friendly, only the  hier- 
archy of Lhasa Lamas being opposed. Colonel Younghusband's relations 
with the Tibetans from Shigatse and with those around Ichambnjong have 
been most friendly, and the same results may be anticipated a t  Gyangtse. 

(4) Moreover, as  we are  pressing to  have a mart  at Gyangtse, this 
object cannot be secured in any better way than by our advancing thither 
a t  once. 

For these reasons we recommend tha t  immediate advance to  Gyangtse 
through the  Chumbi Valley should be sanctioned. Colonel Younghusband 
would join column a t  Kslatso, by cross march from Ichambajong. After 
his departure, latter place would be occupied by Nepalese, who are  render- 
ing every assistance, and who will supply yaks. Country beyond C h u m o ~  
Valley is open and rolling, and Tangla pass, lending out of Chumbi Valley, 
is quite easy. Gyangtse is about  80 miles from Phari,  and about 140 miles 
from our frontier a t  the Jelap Pass. We should hope to commence 
movement by end of November. We do not anticipate any serious 
resistance. 'Though cold, the season of the year is entirely favour- 
able, and we anticipate no difficulty in carrying through operations and  
maintaining communications and supplies. On arrival, force would not 
attack G ~ a n g t s e ,  but, as was done a t  JChambajong, they would establish a 
fortified post, and would invite Tibetans and Chinese to resume negotia- 
tions in manner indicated in my lctter to Amban. Plan of proposed military 
movements will be forwarded as soon a s  sanction of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment is received. 



No. 124. 

From the 17iceroy to the Secretar!~ of Skzte for India,  dated the 27th 01 
October, 19U3. 

(Telegraphic.) 
My telegram, dated 26th October, regarding affairs in Tibet. We 

have been apprised by telegraph of the contents of Amban's reply which is 
dated the 17th October, and was received a t  Khambajong on 23rd October. 
I t  is obviously an attempt to postpone matters until the  new Amban arrives 
in order that  responsibility may be transferred to  him. The substance of 
the reply is as follows :-" Amban declares that  the Dalai Lama 
has been requested to  send a Councillor of State to accompany 
him as Tibetan Commissioner, but that  he has been unable to 
complete the arrangements. He requests, therefore, that  Colonel 
Younghusband should enter into negotiations with Colonel Chao; 
and also as Tibetan soldiers are occupying the passes, that  British Com- 
mission should not move to fresh winter quarters. He adds that  i t  will be 
two or three months before the New Amban arrives." I suggest that  our 
answer to Amban should be to the  effect that  we have now no alternative 
but to transfer the place of negotiation to some more suitable spot, as to 
which he will be hereafter informed ; and that  we have been forced to adopt 
this course because he has neither put in an  appearance himself nor dele- 
gated a suitable representative. 

No. 125. 

From the Secretary of State for India to  the Viceroy, dated 
29th October, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your telegram of 26th October. Though I fully appreciate the force 
of thc reasons which cause you to urge an immediate advance to Gyangtse, 
I see from my predecessor's telegram to  you of the 1st October that  the 
advance was contingent on a rupture of negotiations which has not yet 
taken place. Please let me have a full estimate of the expenditure involved, 
and a statement of the troops necessary to  maintain communications. 

No. 126. 

From the Viceroy to the Serrelar?y of Starc for India,  dated the 4th o f  
h'uremher, 1 90;% 

(Telegraphic.) 

In  continuation of my telegram of 27th October. The rupture of 
negotiat~ons wit11 'libet (if, indeed, negotiations can be sala to have ever 
begun) is not only ~nevitable but has taken place. Thus the situation has 
already arisen which in Sour telegram of 1st Octobcr was described as the 
condition of a movement forward. Since the first meeting, the 
Tibetan delegates have refused to convey to Lhasa any message 



from' &lone1 Younghusband, or indeed to exchange a single word 
with him. No reply has been returned by the  Dalai Lama to 
our request preferred four months ago, that  he would delegate s Councillor 
of State .  Hostilities are openly threatened, armed Tibetans surrounding 
our Mission. W e  now know that two British subjects have been taken to 
Lhasa where they are believed to have been put to death, but no reference 
to this outrage is rnade by the Amban in his last reply. Further develop- 
ments of the-_situation have taken place since my telegram of 26th October. 
The attitude of the Tibetans is one of unclisguised hostility. They have 
turned back Nepalese yaks on the frontier, and have now p u t  a stop 
to all t rade  with India.  A s  regards the at t i tude of the Chinese, the  
new Amban has not yet put  in  an  appearance, although he  was 
specially appointed to conduct negotiations eleven months ago, and the 
representation of the Suzerain power has been entrusted successivel~ to two 
low-class Chinese officials. We wish to represent the deplorable effect 
which would be produced by our acceptance of this humiliating position, 
(1) upon the Tibetans themselves, by whom our inactivity will be attributed 
to cowardice; (2) upon Bhutan;  (3) upon the Government of Nepal, who 
have ,given us loyal support and have collected 500 yaks, ready for our use. 
Moreover, this policy will not obviate the necessity for ati advance 
ultimately which we shall be obliged to carry out after a need- 
less sacrifice of prestige and in circumstances of increased difficulty. 
Gyantse in our opinion will give the best winter quarters for the  
Mission, a s  supplies and comlilunlcation there are cheaper and easier than 
at Khambajong, which has to be reached by a difficult route over a lofty 
pass. The  climate, too, is better. A withdrawal would have most unfor- 
tunate results now that  our preparations, which of course a re  known, have 
advanced so far. 

The  following is an  estimate of the total force which i t  is proposed to 
employ : - 

1 battalion of Gurkhas. 

2 companies of Sappers and 'Miners. 

2 battalions of Pioneers. 

2 guns, British Mountain Battery 

2 Maxims with British cletachment. 

2 seven-pounders from Shillong. 

1 field hospital. 

The command of the force will be entrusted to Colonel 'MacDonald, 
Royal Engineers, who would be granted the rank of Brigadier-General. I n  
the advance to ~Ggantse we do not contemplate that  more than one battalion, 
with two guns anti jM;lxi~ns, woultl talie ])art. One battalion will occupy 
Chumbi and keep open comml~nication with iSikliim, while communications 
within Sikkim would, it is expected, be maintained by battalion of Pioneers 
and Sappers. 

A s  regards expenditure, $24,000 has been incurred u p  to 1st November 
on roads. W e  estimate that from that date the following will be the 
expenditure for four months :- 

Initial- 

... Movenzen t of troops and stores . . .  33,600 
... ... ... Transport . . .  ... 18,800 
... ... ... ... ... Ordnance 6,400 
... ... . . .  Telegraph . . .  ... 13,400 

. . .  Medical and other minor departments 3,900 

... ... ... ... Clothing ... 22,500 
O F 2  



  he above, with ten per cent. added to  cover contingencies, Amounts ifi 
all to E108,400. 

Recurring- 

... ... Monthly payment ... ... 6,800 
... ... ... ... Supplies ... 8,600 

... Minor items ... ... ... ... 1,540 

Total, with ten per cent, added to cover con- 
... ... ... tingencies ... ... 18,640 

Total for four months would be $74,560. Grand total of Initial and 
Recurring Expenditure, $183,000. We propose that  a reply in the sense 
of the first part  of this telegram should be sent to the Amban, and that  a 
forward movement on the Chumbi line should be made after  time for the 
1,etter to reach the Amban has been allowed. 

No. 127. 

From the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India, dated the 4th Noucmber, 
1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Tibetan affairs. An overt act of hostility has taken place, Tibetan 
troops having, as we are now informed, attacked Nepalese yaks on the 
frontier and carried off many of them. 

No. 128. 

Despatch from the Marquess of Lanstlowne to S ~ T  E. Satow, dated 
the 4th November, 1903. 

The Chinese Minister asked me to-day whether i t  was true that the 
Goveriiment of India were sending a force consisting of several battalions 
into Tibetan territory. I told him that a filial decisioli upon this polnt 
had not been arrived at, but that  the Government of India had been so 
outrageously treated both by Chlnese and Tibetan authorities that it 
seemed to me inevitable that  they should resort to some step of the kind. 

I reminded the Minister briefly of the manner in which the Tibetans 
had failed to comply with their Treaty obligations, and of the outrageous 
manner in which they had behaved towards the British Representatives 
during the recent phases of the negotiations. The Government of India 
had always desired the assistance of the Chinese Government in dealing 
with this question, but the Chinese Government had proved altogether 
unable to exert any influence upon the Tibetan Government, or to prevent 
them from dealing in the most insolent manner with our Representatives. 

Two British subjects had, moreover, lately been seized by the 
Tibetans, who were believed to have carried them away and executed them. 

Nothing would give me greater satisfaction than to find that, even a t  
the eleventh hour, the Chinese Government were able to bring pressure to 
bear on the Lamas, but our experience did not give much room for any 
hope of the kind. 



No. 129. 
Letter froin the Goz~ertzmetzt of' India iu the I70rely.1~ De,onrtn~ent to the 12iyht 

llot~ourable I.V. 31. J. 14: Brodriclc, His  iCLaJestyls Secretury of State for 
India, duted Simla, the 5th November, 1903. (12eceived the 2Srd 
November, 1903.) 

(Extract.) 

I t  is now six months since we were authorised by HIS Majesty's Govern- 
ment to constitute a Mission in order to discuss our frontier and coinmercial 
relations with the Tibetan Government, and since khamLa  Jong,  a iew 
miles inslde 'l'ibet, acloss the border oi S~kk im,  was agreed upon as the place 
of meet~ng by the Ualai Lama and the Chinese Govelnment as  the  suzerain 
power. ' lhe  successive telegrams and conlunications which we have for- 
warded to you since tha t  da te  will have shown not only tha t  no progress has 
been made in the negotiations, but that  they have never even begun. This 
unsatisfactory position of affairs has been due to the deliberate obstructioil 
of the Tibetan Government and its reprcsentatives on the one hand, and to 
the inertia of t he  Chinese on the other. The  Dalai Lama  commenced 
by sending two officials of low rank to represent his Government, 
and these persons, when they arrived a t  I<hamba Jong,  refused t o  
enter into any diplomatic relations with our Commission; they declined 
to report to the Dalai Lama the observations made by Colonel Younghusband 
on their return visit, which is the last occasion on which he has seen them, 
and ever since they have obstinately shut themselves up in the fort and  
declined intercourse of any description. Meanwhile, the  a t t i tude  of 
the Tibetan Government has been clearly demonstrated by the steps 
that  they have taken in  other directions. As f a r  back as 16th 
September, we reported to Lord George Hamilton t h a t  a National 
Council had been held a t  Lhasa which had decided on war, and 
that preparations were being made by the collection of men and distribution 
of arms. These preparations have continued ever since. The passes and  
heights in the neighbourhood of Ichamba. Jong, agreed to as  the place of 
meeting of a peaceful conference by the Tibetans themselves, are swarming 
with armed Tibetans. No attack has so f a r  been delivered upon our Mission 
which has fortified itself too strongly to render any such attempt worth 
making. But  all trade with India has been stopped by the Tibetan Govern- 
ment; and our latest news is that  they have attacked and dispersed a batch 
of yaks upon the frantiers of Tibet and Nepal which the Nepalese Durbar 
were sending to Khainba Jong to assist us in transport and supplies during 
the forthcoming winter. I'erhnps, however, the most conspicuous proof of 
the hostility of the Tibetan Government and of their contemptuous disregard 
for the usages of civilisation has been the arrest of two British subjects from 
Lnchung a t  Shigatse, whence they have been deported to  Lhasa, and, i t  is 
credibly asserted, have been tortured and killed. Frequent representations 
on our part to tlle Chinese Conlmissioners and to the Amban have failed to 
elicit any reply, or Indeed any information as regards the treatment or the 
fate of these men, as regards whom the worst suspicions seem to be justified. 
As regards the a t t i tude  of the  Chinese Government, although they 
agreed to the despatch of the Mission as f a r  back as a year ago, although 
His Majesty's Government have throughout consulted and acted in com- 
lnunication wit11 them, and although they have appl,oved of the action tha t  
has hitherto been taken by us, they have not made adequate efforts t o  facili- 
tate the negotiations. I n  December of last year we were told tha t  t t n  
Amban Yu Tai  had been specially appointed to conduct the negotiations, 
and tha t  lle woi~ld proceed without delay to Lhasa. By J u n e  he had  
only journeyed as f a r  as  Chengtu in Szechuan. Mr.  Wilton, our  repre- 
sentative from the British Consular. Service in China upon the Mission, 
who met him there, has been in our camp a t  IChamba Jong  for 2; months, 
hilt the Amban, who had not left Chengtu a t  the beginning of October, 
is believed to he still pnrsuing his leisurely march somewhere in the  
interior, and is now not expected a t  Lhasa until  next year. The 



present Amban at Lhasa has shown no  greater energy i n  his  actions 
than  his successor in  his movements. He has failed t o  come from 
~ h a s s  himself t o  Khamba Jong; his  representations to the  Tibetan 
Government have met wit,h no  response; and  he  has  successively 
deputed to meet and confer wit,h our officers two Chinese officials of 
low rank, the  second (who was sent in  reply to  our protests against the 
selection of the first) being of even lower official position than his .pre-  
decessor. W e  have borne these accumulated evidences of the  undisguised 
hostility of the Tibetan Government a n d  s f  the  apathy of the  Chinese 
with patience and forbearance; and  no effort has been wanting on the 
part of our Comn~issioners to break down the solid wall of antipathy and 
rudeness that  has been raised against them. I n  one respect Colonel Young- 
husband has been singullarly successful. The  attitude of the Tibetan 
Government appears in no respect to be shared by the Tibetan people. The 
latter, instead of being suspicious or hostile, are, on the contrary, well-dis-. 
posed and cheerful. The officers of the Commission in their wanderings in 
the neighbourhood of the camp a t  I ihamba Jong have everywhere been 
treated with courtesy by the people, and  Colonel Younghusband has estab- 
lished most friendly relations with the abbot and monks of the great 
monastery of Tashi Lumpo (outside Shigatse), t,he second and most impor- 
tant  centre in Tibet. All  of these parties concur in attributing the 
antagonism of the Tibetan Government t,o the ascendancy of the monks 
a t  Lhnsa, who fear that the intrusion of any forei.gn influence will be the 
beginning of the end of their long reign, and whose attitude is exclusively 
reactionary. They control the policy of the Dalai Lama, and are quite 
indifferent to the Iressure of the .Chinese Government or the Amban. I t  ! is our confident be ief tha t ,  in taking the  stronger measures which we have 
pressed upon His  Majesty's Government, we shall be incurring the resist- 
ance, not of the Tibetan people, who appear to be quite disposed to friendly 
intercourse and trade, but only of t he  Tibetan Government. I n  our 
telegram of t h e  16th September, we informed your predecessor 
of the  s tate  of affairs which we have recapitulat.ed i n  this  despatch, 
ancl asked for some indication of the views of His Majesty's Government. 
W e  received a rel)ly on 20th September to the effect tha t  a representation 
would be made a t  Peking, that His  Majesty's Government regarded with, 
grave misgivings the proposal t,o advance f a r  into the interior of 
Tihet, arid thought t ha t  the  occupation of the  Chumbi valley in the first 
place would be sufficient. H i s  Majesty's Government a re  already aware 
or the i~leffect,ual results of the representations t h a t  were made at Peking. 
These considerations were doubtless present in  the m i i ~ d  of His  
Majesty's Government when the late  Secretary of S ta te  despatched t o  us on 
1st  0ctol)er a, further  expression of their views. W e  now learned t h a t  His  
Mt1jest.y'~ Government were prepared, " in the event of a conlplete rupture 
of the negotiations proving inevitable, to anthorise the advance of the 
Missio~i to Gj.angtse, provicletl you are satisfied that this measure ca,n be 
safely taken, as well a s  t.he o c c ~ ~ p a t i o n  of the Chuml,i valley," and  we were 
instructed to  ~ ~ e p o r t  our plans. Upon receipt of this authority, His  
Excellency tlie Viceroy s~unnlonetl C'olonel Younghusba,nd to  Simla, where 
we discussecl tlie entire l r~a t te r  with him a t  a meeting of Council which he 
was invited to at tend.  W e  then summed up our proposals in our  telegram 
of 26th October, which we have since supplemented by two telegrams, dated 
27th 0ctol)er and 4th Noveniher. These three messagas contail1 a statement 
of the  case as  it now stands, and they'provide the  information which we were 
desired to send. W e  further  send a collection of papel-s, the  latest of which 
is the text of t,he reply of the Amban a t  Lhasa, dated 17th October, t o  the  
Viceroy's letter of 25th August last. W e  summarised the  contents of this 
reply in our t.elegram of 27th Octoher : and i t  will he seen tha t  i t  confirms 
throughont the view that  we have taken of the at t i tude both of t h e  Tibetan 
and the Chinese Governments. W e  now await the authorisation of His  
Majesty's Government t o  proceed. W e  share the reluctance which 
they have hitherto entertained to  em,bark upon strong measnres. 
W e  have no quarrel with the  Tibetan people, and we have no desire 
t o  invade or  permanently to  occupy their country. Even now 
all t h a t  we solicit is sanction to  transfer t he  scene of our 



negotiations to a locality in Tibet more suitable for the purpose than 
Khamba Jong, and better calculated to  impress the Tibetan Government 
with a sense of our earnestness and power. Some such action is indis- 
pensable. We do not think i t  possible that the Tibetan Government- 
which we dissociate entirely from the Tibetan p e o p l ~ s l ~ o u l d  be allowed 
to ignore its treaty obligations, to thwart trade, to encroach upon our 
territory, to destroy our border pillars, and to refuse even to  receive our 
communications. Still less do we think that, when a t  last an arrlicable 
conference has been arranged for the settlement of these difficulties, we 
should acquiesce in our Mission being boycotted by the very persons who 
have been deputed to meet it ,  our officers insulted, our subjects arrested 
and ill-used, and our authority despised by a petty power which only 
mistakes our forbearance for weakness, and which thinks that  by an attitude 
of obdurate inertia i t  can once again compel us, as i t  has done in the past, 
to desist from our intentions. We have already had to pay a heavy penalty 
for past mistakes in this respect. Were we now t o  repeat them, we should 
estrange the confidence of the 'Nepalese Durbar, who have sympathised 
with and loyally supported us on the present occasion, we should 
aggravate the ignorant pride of the Tibetan Government, and we should 
only postpone to a later date, and to possibly more different conditions, the 
settlement which cannot much longer be delayed. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 129. 

Letter from W. C. Macpherson, Esq., C.S.I., Officiating Chief Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Government of 
India, in the Foreign Department, dated Darjeeling, the 10th June, 
1903. 

(Extract.). 

I am directed to  acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
the 3rd instant, with enclosures, and to  state, for the information of 
the Government of India, that  the letter, therewith forwarded, from His  
Excellency the Viceroy to His  Excellency Yu, Chinese Imperial Resident 
at Lhasa, has been made over to the Political Oficer of Silckim for trans- 
mission to the Amban. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 129. 

Letter from L. W. Dane, Esq., the Secretary to t l ~ e  Government of India, in  
the Foreign Department, to W. 17. Macpherson, Esq., C.S.I., Chief 
Secretar?y to the Government of Rengal, da,ted Sin~la ,  the 22nd June, 
1903. 

(Extract.) 

I n  continuation of my letter, dated the 3rd June, 1903, I am 
directed to address the Hengal Government on the subject of the 
channel of cornrnllnication regarding Tibetan affairs. The importance 
of our relations with Tibet has recently been brought into greater 
prominence, and i t  appoars certain that  in the future i t  will be 
necessary to enter into closer relations with the authorities a t  Lhasa, and 
to take a more active 1nt)erest in Tibet:n affairs, which are likely to become 
Inore closely bonnd u p  with Imperial interests. I n  my letter of the 3rd 
June, you were inforn~cll of the general scope of the negotiations on which 
i t  is now proposed to enter, and of tlie appointment for their conduct of 



Major Younghusband, an officer who is specially fitted for the task by 
reason of his wide esperience and extensive travels in Central Asia. As 
was explained in that letter, i t  is proposed to associate Mr.  White with 
Major Younghusband as Joint Commissioner. It will thus be possible to 
take full advantage of the Political Officer's local knowledge, and i t  appears 
to the Government of India that, as for the present i t  is not intended that 
tlie Commission should proceed beyond Khampa Jong, the most convenient 
arrangement will be that  Mr. White should still retaln his present position 
as Political Oficer in Sikkim in addition to  the duties which will devolve 
on him in connection with the Lommission. As Political Officer for 
Sikkim, Mr. White will be in a position materially to, facilitate arrange- 
ments on the line of communications running through that  State, and the 
plan is likely to be conducive of harmony in any matter in which it may be 
necessary to invite the assistance of the Durbar. I n  accordance with the 
usual practice in the case of important frontier missions, Major Young- 
husband will correspond directly with the Government of India;  arrange- 
inents will a t  the same time be made to  keep the Bengal Government in- 
formed of the course of the negotiations. So far  as his duties as Joint 
Commissioner are concerned, i t  is proposed that  Mr. White should be under 
the orders of Major Younghusband, while, in all matters affecting the 
internal administration of the Sikkim State and its relations with British 
India, he would remain, as a t  present, subordinate to the Bengal Govern- 
ment. I am to request that, i f  His  Honour sees no objection, the necessary 
orders may be issued t o  Mr. White, who should arrange the date of his 
arrival a t  Khampa Jong in consultation with Major Younghusband. 
Durin? the period of his special employment, which will date from the day 
on which he leaves Ganqtok to  proceed to the frontier, Mr. White will be 
granted a deputation allowance of Rs. 300 per mensem, 2nd will b~ supplied 
with free tranqport in lien nf travelling allowance. R e  mill also receive 
an outfit allowance of Rs. 1,000. 

Enclosure 3 in No. 129. 

From the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Darjeeling, to the 
Foreign Sec~.etary, Simla, dated the 24th June, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Lieutenant-Governor recommends that  Maharaj  Kumar, of Sikkim, 
should be allowed to accompany Major Younghusband and Mr. White to 
Iihampa Jong. Major Younmhusband thinks he will be very useful, and 
he will be glad to have him. %he Maharaja with pleasure consents to his 
son going. Lieutenant-Governor will put  the matter formally to the 
Maharaja and his Council if His Excellency thinks i t  necessary. 

Enclosure 4 in No. 129. 

From Major F .  E.  Younghusband, C.Z.E., Gangtok, to the Foreign Secre- 
tary, Simlrc, dated the 24th June, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Support left to-day a.nd escort left on 22nd. White and I leave 27th. 
,411 seems quiet beyond frontier. 



Enclosure 5 in No. 129. 

Letter from Major F .  E. Y o u n g h u s b a n d ,  C . I . E . ,  British C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  
Tibet F ~ o n t i e r  C o m m i s s i o n ,  t o  the S e c ~ e t a r y  to the G o v e r n m e n t  of 
Indirc, in  the Foreign Depajr tment ,  dated G a n g t o k ,  the 22nd June, 190'3. 

I have the honour to submit, for the information of the Government of 
India, copy of a telegram, dated 15th June, 1903, from Captain P a r r  to the 
address of Mr. White, objecting to  Khamba Jong as a meeting place for 
the Commissioners. You will observe that  the objections are  made by 
Mr. Ho and Captain Parr ,  and not by the Imperial Resident. I have not, 
therefore, treated them as formal or serious, and a t  my request Mr. White 
has replied in a letter, dated 22nd June, of which also I have the honour 
to submit a copy, stating that  the Imperilal Resident a t  Lhasa has been 
requested by His Excellency the Viceroy to send delegates to Khamba Jong;  
that we have received instructions from His Excellency to proceed to that. 
place, and that  with these instructions we are bound to comply. 

Annexure 1. 

From C q t a i n  Paw, Chin~se  Front irr  Comnzissionrr, Rhenock, to .J. C. HThitc, 
Esq., Jo in t  Commissioner, Tibet Frontier Commission, datrd tlrs 15th June, 19l):l. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Chinese Frontier Commissioners. Ho and Pam, request, British Commissioners not to 

proceed across frontier 6xed 1890 Convention. Ichamba Tong being on Tibetan side of 
frontier is a n  unsuitable rendezvous. 

Annexure 2. 
Letter from J. C. White, Esy., Joint  Cornmissione?., Tldet Front ier  Com?nisn~on, to  

Xr. R o  K z ~ a n g  Hsi and Captain P n r r ,  Chinese F r o n t i ~ r  Commissioners, dated 
Cfangtok, tho 2271d June, 1903. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram, dated 15th instant, in  
which you request the British Commissioners not to proceed across the frontier fixed by 
the 1890 Convention, and state that Khamba Jong being on the Tibetan side of the frontier 
is an unsuitable rendezvous. 

This telegram I have shown to Colonel Younghusband, the British Commissioncr, a n d  
he desires me to inform yon, in  reply, that His Excellency the Viceroy has, in  a recent 
communication, requested the Imperial Resident in Tibet to send representatires to meet 
Colonel Yonnghusband and myself a t  Khamba Jong about the 7th of Ju ly  next, and we 
have been instructed to proceed to Khamba Jong to meet these delegates on the 
appointed date. 

With these instructions of His Excellency the Viceroy it  is necessary that we should 
comply. 

We wonld, moreover, point out that in any case the objection to Ichamba Jong as a 
rendezvous, merely on the ground that it is in  Tibetan territory, could not for a moment 
be recognis9d by Colonel Younghusband and myself as a legitimate ol~jection. I t  i s  
obvious that the delegates from each side must meet on either Tibetan territory or on 
British territory, and we might with equal justification object to meeting the Chinese and 
Tibetan delegates on British territory, as you now object to meeting us on Tibetan 
territory. On prcvious occasions the British Government have, wichout hesitation, 
extended the hospitality of 13ritish territory to Chinese and Tibetan delegates. I n  the 
present instance, the Viceroy, for reasons which His Excellency has fully explained to the 
Imperial Resident,  ha^ selected Khamba Jong as a convenient meeting place ; and 
Colonel Yoanghilshxnd and I trust, and have full confidence, that we will be as suitably 
received there on our arrival oil 7th July. 

Enclosure 6 in No. 129. 

F r o m  t h e  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y ,  S i n ~ l a ,  t o  C o l o n e l  F. E. Y o u n g h u s b a n d ,  C.I.E., 
Tangu (vi$ Siliguri and G a n g t o k ) ,  d a t e d  t h  2nd July, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Temporary rank of Colonel gazetted 26th June in London. 



Enclosure 7 in No. 129. 

P r o m  Major Younghusband, C.I.E., Gangtok, to the Foreign Secretary, 
Simla, dated t h  3rd July, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Tangu, 1st July. News from Tibet is tha t  preparations are 
being made a t  Khamba Jong for reception of high Chinese and 
Tibetan officials, probably €10, Par r ,  and two Tibetan officials of 
high, but not the highest, rank who came down to Yatung to  meet 
White. White with the full escort will leave here on 4th and 
arrive Khamba Jong on 7th of July. H e  will settle up some small purely 
local matters regarding absconding debtors, and so on, and will get into 
informal touch with local Chinese and Tibetan officials. I am delayed here 
by indisposition caused by the sudden change from the hot dry plains of 
India to the cold mountain country, and I fear that  even when my heavy 
camp equipment, which has k e n  blocked below, does arrive, my medical 
adviser may prevent my leaving the house here to go into tents a t  Khamba 
Jong. I f ,  however, White tells Ine a really high Tibetan official has arrived 
a t  Khamba Jong, I will consult my medical adviser again. There is  a t  
present no news of any concentration of troops on the Tibetan side. The 
Pioneers suffered badly on their way up here, being caught in the first burst 
of the monsoon. The whole Commission's escort and support are, however, 
now assembled here with the exception of the doctor, who had to return 
to  look after  one of the Pioneers who was reported dying in  their old camp. 

Enclosure 8 in No. 129. 
From Colonel F. E .  Yozinghusband, C.I.E., Tangu, to the Foreign 

Secretary, Simla, dated Tangu, the 6th (despatched fl-om Gangtok on 
7th) July, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 
White writes me from Gyanshona this morning that  on the 4th July he 

was met by Khamba Jongpen on the road below Giaogong, and that  on the 
5th  July he was met by ttvo high Lhasa officials, colleagues of Ho, at 
Giaogong, which they claim as inside their frontier. White has proceeded 
to Giri to-day, where H o  has arrived. Tibetans appear to  have remained 
a t  Giaogong, and nlessengers counted thirty tents there this morning. 
O'Connor thinks no1 improbable that there may be opposition, and he 
reports rnmonr of a gathering beyond I<hamba Jong. I f  I find that  
Tibetans remain Giaogong. I will move support there. 

Enclosure 9 in No. 129. 
From Colonel F. E .  Younghusband, C.I.E., Tangu, to the Foreign 

Secretary, S in~~la ,  dated Tangu, the 4th (despatched from Gangtok on 
6th) July, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

White with full escort left here for Ichamba Jong to-day. H e  is accom- 
panied by O'Connor ant1 Bretherton, who will endeavoul- to economise by 
buying supplies locally, and who will arrange weekly convoys between here 
and Khamba Jong. There is no sign of opposition, ant1 Chinese and 
Tihetan sepresentat,ives are esl~ected a t  Icharnba Jong shortly. I will 
remain here pending recovery of my health and arrival of my camp 
equipage, which is greatly clelayetl by heavy rains in Sikkim. There is 
much s~ckness arnong the Pioneers and sixty men are in hospital. Only a 
F1ospit.al Assistant was available to accompany White. 



Enclosure 10 in No. 129. 

From Colonel F.  E. Younghusband, C.I.E., Gangtok, to the Foreign 
Secretary, Simla, dated Tangu, the 7th (despatched f ~ o m  Gangtok on 
8th) July, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

I sent Captain Cooke, of Pioneers, to Giaogong to-day, and he reports 
that all Tibetan officials left there this morning. Thirty-two tents were 
standing in three camps, one of which was Chinese intended for Ho. There 
were four Chinese soldiers and twenty Tibetans. Cooke thinks all these 
were about to move. 

Enclosure 11 in No. 129. 

From Colonel F. E. Younghusbnnd, C.I.E., Tangu, to the Foreign 
Secretary, Sinzla, clated Tangu, the 7th (despatched f ~ o ? i ~  Gangtolc on 
8th) July, 1803. 

(Telegraphic.) 

White writes from Giri, 6th July. Has forwarded rough advance 
translation of Amban's reply to Viceroy. Anlbail says H o  and P a r r  are 
still appointed ~ommissioners; that  H o  is of third civil rank, and P a r r  is 
of equal rank to  White and myself. Dalai Lama has appointed a Secretary 
and a Depon, and ordered them to join Ho and Parr ,  but as Khamba Jong  
belongs to Tibetan territory, Amban says British and Chinese Comrnis- 
sioners and Tibetan officers should discuss matter near frontier on grazing 
ground, in accordance with Convention of 1890. Amban concludes, hoping 
matter will be settled quickly, and that  Tibetans will be friendly with both 
big countries. H o  is now at Giri, and Depon and Secretary are a t  Giao- 
gong: The Depon is a fourth-grade official, but neither of them is, in the 
opinion of either White or myself, of sufficiently high rank. I will make no 
attempt to begin negotiations till original des atch has had time to  reach 

as I have had no cornmunication from Amban. 
k Viceroy. In  the meantime White and I are o cially unaware of contents, 

Endosure 12 in No. 129. 

From Codonel F .  E. Younghusband, C.I.E., Tangu, to the Foreign 
Seoretary, Sim.la, dated Tangu, the 8th (despatched from Gangtok on 
9th) July, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Whibe writes that  he arrived Khamba Jong on 7th, and that. Commis- 
s~oner Ho will march there from Giri to-day. Khamba Jong, White says, 
is 15,000 feet high surrounded by desert, and very hot. H e  will write me 
a full report to-day. 

Enclosure 13 in No. 129. 
Front th.e Po~-ri;g~z Sscl-otciry, Simln, to Colonel F .  E. Yoz~nghusband, C.I.E., 

Tanq~r (viii Sitiq~ori and Gungtok), dated the 11th July, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Orders have issned for deputation of a second medical officer, so that  
one may be nvailnt)lr to  accompany Commission. 



Enclosure 14 in No. 129. 

P r o n t  Colonel F. E. Y o u n g h u s b a n d ,  C.I.E., Tangu, t o  the Foreign 
S e c r e t a ~ y ,  Simla, dated Tangzr, the  10th. (despatched f r o m  Gangtok o n  
1 1 t h )  J u l y ,  1003. 

(Telegraphic.) 
White's full report says that  Tibetan General and Chief Secretary met 

him at  Giaogong and importuned him to  halt and discuss matters, but were 
informed that discussion must be deferred till arrival of himself and other 
Commissioners a.t Khamba Jong. A t  Giri Commissioner Ho informally 
communicated to White contents of Resident's reply to Viceroy, and he 
afterwards called on White and asked him to remain at Giri. Supplies 
and fodder are very scarce a t  Khamba Jong, but Commissioner H o  has 
ordered Jongpen to furnish supplies, and Bretherton has discovered fertile 
valleys four miles south-west where grazing is abundant, barley is grown, 
a n d  sheep and cattle reared. The General and Chief Secretary came to 
,Giri and sent presents to White. Att i tude of Chinese appears to me 
friendly. Attitude of Tibetans hostile, but improving, a.nd I expect much 
from White's and O'Connor's personal influence. 

Enclosure 15 in No. 129. 

D i a r y  hept b?/ Captccin W. F. O'Connor, on dzrty with the Tibet Fj-ontiel- Commission. 

(Extract ) 

4th Ju ly ,  1903.-The vanguard of the two companies of the 32nd Pioneers, 
constituting the escort to the Mission, marched this morning at  8.35 a.m. under command 
of Captain Bethune. The transport which consisted entirely of yaks followed some two 
hours later. Camp was pitched on the small maidan of Qo-Chang, some 9 miles from 
Tangu. Mr. White and myself started about 12.30, and about two miles short of Go- 
Chang mere met on the road by the Jongpen of Ichamba Jong. He informed us that he 
and two officials from there were encamped at Giaogong on the Tibetan side, of that the 
Tibetans claim as their frontier. These two officials and the Tsarong Depon and a Tung- 
gig-chembo (or Chicf Secretary to the Tale Lama) have been deputed to discuss frontier 
matters. The Jongpeu said these two officials were anxious to confer with Mr. White on 
the following day. He was told in reply that Mr. White would be prepared to greet the 
aficials on the road, but was not prepared to halt or to hold any discussion at  Giaogong, 
but that he would be glad to receive the officials in  a friendly manner in  his camp at 
Gyam-tao-nang the next evening. The Jongpen rode off with t h i ~  message. 

5th Ji6Iy.-Fine bright morning. The escort marched at  9.50, Mr. White marching at 
the  head O F  the n ~ n i n  body. When we approached Giaogong, I rode forward, and was met 
by the Jongpen of Khamba Jong at the wall which the Tibetans claim as their frontier. 
H e  importuned me to dismount, and to persuade Mr. White to do the same in order to 
,discuss matters. I told him that no tliscus~iion was fea~lble  here, and repeated my 
message of the night before. I rotle back accompanied by the Jongpen, and met 
Mr. White as he rode up. We then rode on quietly, passed the wall, and just beyond we 
saw the two L h a ~ a  otficers arrayed in yellow silks and accompanied by a crowd of 
unarmed retainers, riding up towards us from their camp. I rode up to meet them, when 
they dismounted and spoke to me very civilly, requesting me to ask Mr. White to 
dismount and to proceed to their tent close by, partake of refreshment, and to "discuss 
matters." I replied, using the honorific language that Mr. White was not prepared to 
break his journey or to discuss matters at Giaogong, but would be pleased to greet tho two 
officials and to receive them that evening i n  his camp. Any discussion must be deferred 
unril arrival a t  Khamba Jong, in accortlance with the instructions of the Government of 
India, and after the arrival of Colonel Younghusband and the other Commissioner I 
begged them to be mounted and to ride up to meet Mr. White. They, however, pressetl 
forward on foot, and, catching hold of Mr. White's bridle, importuned him to dismount 
and to repair to their tent?. A t  the same tin10 their  servant^ pre~sed round our horses, and 
seizing our  rein^ endeavoured to lead us away. After speaking very civilly to the two 
big  official^ ant1 repeating what had already heen mid, we were obliged to call two or 
three sepoys to clear away the horses' ground in front of us, ,~n t l  we then rotle onwarcls 
awhile ; the two Tibetan olficers mounted and rode back to their camp. The Khamba 
Jongpen afterwards follo\\ed nfl, nntl made repeated efforts to induce me to halt for a day 
a t  our next camp, Oyamtso-nang, in order to confer with the two officials. He was in a 
very excited and agitated htate, and hinted, more than once, at pos~ible hostilities. He 
said "you may flick a dog once or twice without his biting, but if yo11 tread on his tail, 
even if he  ha^ no teeth, he will turn ant1 try to bite you." Late that samc evening (at 
about 7.30 p.m.) Mr. HO'H clerk came into our camp with the new8 that Mr. Ho had arrived 
from Chumhi and was lotlged at  Giri. After asking us to remain the next day at  
Giaogong, he returned to Gin. 



6th July.-Another fine bright morning. The t,hermometer registered two degrees of 
frost during the night. We marched from camp at  about 9.:10 a.m., and rode quietly 

.across the frontier without meeting anyone except the small Chinese Comlnaodant of the 
Giri post, who passed us without speaking. We camped on a small stream some 500 yards 

.above the Tibetan  illa age of Giri. The Chinese post lies a little to the north of the village. 
I t  is an oblong-shaped enclosure, some fifty to sixty yards square, surrounded by a seven- 
foot wall and overlooked from the hills on all sides. I t  cont,ains a group of Rat-roofed 
buildings. Mr. Ho was lodged here, and sent his English-speaking clerk over to see us 
when our camp was pitched, in  order to communicate to Mr. White the contents of the 
Amban Yu's despatch to the Viceroy, in which Mr. Ho and Mr. Parr are nominated .Joint 
Commissioners wit.h the Tibetan representat.ives. A rough translation was made of this 
letter and forwarded to Colonel Younghusband for his information. Later Nr. Ho called 
on Mr. White, and was received and entertained. The conversation was confined to trivial 
mathers and mutual courtesies, and Mr. Ho's request that me should remain at  Giri in  
preference to proceeding to Ichnmba Jong was politely declined. In  the evening some 
annoyance was occasioned by the discovery in the stream which afforded our supply of 
drinking water of a number (some scores) of dead fish in a place where fish had been seen 
alive i n  the morning by Mr. White and Major Bretherton. As this spot. lay above our 
camp, poison was suspected, and steps were taken to secure that the drinking water for the 
whole camp should be drawn from above the contaminated stretch of water. Elevation of 
Giri by aneroid barometer 15,:300 feet. 

7th .July.-A bright fine 111crning. Four degrees of frost during the night. Mr. Ho 
sent a messenger to say t h a ~  nt was indisposed, and regretted that he could not receive 
Xr. White's return as arranged the evening before. The escort marched to Khamba Jong 
ac5 encamped on a small stream which runs from an opening on the hillside some half- 
mile from the fort. The fort is an imposing building built on the summit of a lofty crag 
some hundreds OF feet above the plain. There is a small village at  the foot of the crag. 
Mr. White and myself rode north-westwards some five or six miles to see if any better 

.-camping-ground could be found. The plain across which we rode is an arid sandy desert 
without a drop of water, and with a scanty veget,ation of wormwood, vetches, and coarse 
grasses. We eventually reached the stream which constitutes the headwaters of the Arun 
and were i n  a passy  swampy valley. This would make a nice camping-ground, but is 

..somewhat too far from Khamba Jong. On return to the camp, we found a messenger 
with a letter from Mr. Ho to inform Mr. White that he had instructed the Khalnba 
Jonppen (who had meanwhile returned to the Jong) to provide us with supplies, and that 
he himself, accompanied by the two Lhasa officials? will arrive here to-morrow, and that 
they were preparing some presents for presentation. A polite reply was sent to Mr. Ho, 
-ant1 on the strength of his letter, a letter was addressed to the Khamba Jongpen, asking 
him to supply some grass. This letter was, however, returned unopened with a somewhat 
unceremo~~ious verbal message. 

There is no sign of any unusual disturbance or gathering here. The country is 
almost a desert., with a few scattered hamlets on t,he banks of the streams. The Grangtas 
and Shigatse roads are being watched, and the Tibetans at  Giaogong are kept under 

,observation. 

5th July.-A bright fine morning. A letter was dispatched to Mr. Ho, informing him 
of the action t,aken by the Jongpen with regard to the Joint Commissioner's letter of 
yesterday, making a formal protest, and requesting his intervention. H e  was also asked 
t o  inform the Tibetan officials OF the matter. Mr. Ho sent a verbal reply to the effect that 
the Jongpen was an official of t,oo small importance to be permitted to open official letters. 
He also sent word that he  mas st,ill indisposed, and proposetl to arrive at  Ichamba Jong on 
the 9th. A 1et.ter was t,hen despatched to the two Lhasa officials, reqnest'ing them to issue 
orders to t,he Jongpen with regard to t.he mat,ter of supplies and to instruct the Jongpen 
to comport himself towards the British Commissioners with more respect for t,he future. 
In  the afternoon, Mr. White and myself climbed to the top of the hill overlooking the 
Jong, whence we obtained a magnificent and most instruct,ive view of this portion of 
Tibet lying between the centr;~l and sout.hern Himalayau chains. Of these geographical 
matters I am making separatc notes, but I may remark t,Ilat we were able to discover the 
drainage to the east of the lnrge Lake Tsomotel Tsing, whose outlet has hitherto been a 
a mat,ter of speculation, and that we have est.ablished t.lie existence of an enormous range 
of unowy peaks extending northwards from the neighbourhood app;lrent.ly of hlount 
Everest and reaching to t.he central Himalayan chain, and containing several peaks of 
great app;~rent 8lt.itude \vhicll we propose later to endeavour to measure. Numerous ot,her 
points of minor interest have also been discovered. Major Bretherton during the morning 
made a r e c o n l ~ a i s ~ a n c ~  towarcls the ~onth-west,  and found 21 rich and fertile valley Rome 
three to four miles from Khamba Jong, where grazing is abundant. and where barley 
crops are raised and sheep and cat.tle are rraretl. During his ride he shot t\vo " Goa " or 
Tibetan gazelle. Another of these animals also was securecl by Lieutenant Bailey, of 
th r  32nd Pioneers, towrrrde evening. I n  t.he evening, t.11~ Ichan~ba Jongpen visited the 
-camp, accompanietl by two junior Tibetan otlicers. These latter mere the bearers of 
presents front the Depon and the T~ing-yig-chembo still halted at Giri. These presents 
coneisted of a yak, 25 sheep, 5 bags of peas. eggs, and milk. Mr. White received the 
mesmengers and their presents, and ~ e n t  politc. messages to t.he officials. Mr. Ho at  the 
same t,ime sent hi@ card by his sentry. I interviewed the messengers afterwards in my 
ter t .  One was a Gyapon or C:~ptain of t.hc 1)epon's suite, and the ot,l~er was a Tsidung or 
Monk ol-lici:~l from the Ti~np-yig-cllembo. We conversetl very amicably for some t,ime, 
and the U10EEeIlgH1.S were evitlently pleased wit,h h e i r  reception. They altogeher refused 
to accept money in return for their presents, which was all that Mr. White at the moment 



was a l~ le  to offer; and they carried messages to the two Lhasa officials to the effect that 
Mr. White would be pleased to receive them on the loth,  when the new camp, which he 
proposes to ~)it ,ch to-morrow, is in  readiness. The Jongpen behaved with great civility 
and repeatedly apologised for the matter of the letter. H e  has promised to supply us with 
grass, of which we are in  some need, to-morrow morning. 

The weather appears somewhat threateninq. and we may, perhaps, have rain. Nimbus 
clouds appeared over the valley of the Brahmaputra this afternoon, aud that region 
appeared to be having heavy rain. The monsoon clouds sweep from the southern to  the 
c e ~ ~ t r a l  Himalayas over this elevated region where the rainfall appears to be almost nil. 
The sun here is very hot (luring the day, t,lle the~.mometer rising to YO degrees in  the 
tents. I t  is proposed to establish a regular hIeteorologica1 Observatory as soon as possible. 

Enclosure 16 in No. 129. 

Lettel* j r o ~ ~ z  Colonel F .  E.  Yoz~nghusband, C.I .E. ,  British Commissioner, 
Tibet Frontier Commission, to the Secretary to the Government of 
India, in  the F o ~ z i g n  Depwrtment, dated Tnngu, the 14th July, 1903. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to submit, for the information of the Government of 
India, the copy of a letter which I have addressed to the Chinese Resident 
a t  Lhasa, asking hirn to arrange a meeting between the Dalai Lama and 
nlyself, i f  the rumours, which I hear are true that  he is going to tour west- 
wards from Lhasa. I think there 1s very little chance of my request being 
c o n ~ ~ l i e d  with. Nevertheless, I think the attempt is worth maklng, for, if 
i t  is sl~ccessful, i t  cannot fail to have good results; and if i t  is unsuccessful, 
i t  will a t  any rate have shown that  I have done my best to get into personal 
touch with the Head of the Tibetan Government; so if misunderstandings 
afterwards arise, the Tibetans will only have themselves to thank for any 
Bad consequences which may flow therefrom. I have thought i t  desirable 
to address the Chinese Resident in this matter, because, in the first place, 
esl~erience has shown the difficulty of getting directly into contact with 
the Dalai Larna; and, in the second place, because throughout these 
negotiations I am anxious to carry the Cl~inese with nle. As regards the 
place of meeting between the Dalai Lama and me, in the very improbable 
event of that  meeting ever taking place, I should like discretion given 
me to move from Khamba Jong to whatever place may be fixed upon. 
I should also like authority to give to the Dalai Lama a t  my discretion 
the assurances contained in the letter, dated 8th January, from 
the Government of India to the Secretary of State, namely, that  my mission 
was of an entirely commercial character; that  we repudiated all designs 
of a political nature upon Tibet; that  we had no desire either to declare 
a Protectorate or permanently to  occupy any portion of their country, but 
that our intentions were confined to removing the embargo that  at present 
rests ui3on all tracle between India and Tibet, and to establishing those 
amicable relations and means of con~munication which ought to subsist 
11-tween adjacent and friendly Powers. 

Annexure. 

L~*ttet. from (:olot~el F. E. >'o~~nqhicshand, C.I. E., British Contmissionet-, Tibet F vontiev 
Commism'on, lo  His Ercellency Y?I .  CI~inrsr Impe~-irrl Re,qidenl at Lhasa, Brovel- 
Lieutenant-CfrneruI of the -Wchnr.hu Br ignd~,  datrrl Tangrr, tlte 12th July, 1903. 

In  the letter, dated 3rd June, which His Excellency the TTiceroy wrote to Your 
Excellency. nreat stress was laid upon the importance of having the Tibetan authorities 
duly and fully represented on the occasion of the coming negotiations, and the Viceroy 
requested Your Excellency to arrange for the attendance on the Commission of a Tibetan 
officer of the highest rank, whose authority to bind the Tibetan Government is absolute 
and unquestioned. 

Your Excellency will understand from this that the Viceroy is most anxious that,, in 
the forthcoming negotiations, frontier and trade  relation^ with Tibet shoultl be discussed 



in  the presellce of, and with, some responsible Tibetan official as well as with the 
Commissioner to be appointed by Your Excellency, so that in  the future the Tibetan 
Government may not be able to s;ly, as theg have done in the past, that they were unaware 
of, and therefore not bound by, any arrangement which we may come to. 

I have not yet had the honour to hear from Your E x c e l l e n c ~  that you have depute11 
a Tibetall officer of the highest rank to meet me at Khamba Jong, to which place I haye 
already sent forward my Joint Commissioner, Mr. White, and my escort, and to which 
place I will myself very shortly proceed. But I have heard rumour3 that the Dalai Lama 
will about this time be touring westward from Lhasa, and it  has occurrecl to Ine that, 
if Yonr Excellency could arrange that I shonltl meet His Holiness, much good might 
result. 

I would, of course, have no wish to discuss in detail wit11 His Holiness the various 
frontier and trade questions which must be brougl~t before the Commission. Hut I 
think there woultl be advantage to all parties if I could meet the Head of the Tibetan 
Government ; and i n  the presence. if Your Excellency should so wish it, of any officer 
whom you rnight wish to depute for the purpose, inform His Holiness personally of the 
views and wishes of I l is  Excellency the Viceroy. 

Your Excellency may think thin a very unnecessary proceeding, as all I should say to 
His Holiness will also be said to his and your representative on the Commission. But 
Chines? officials have so frequently spoken to British officials of the ignorance of the 
Tibetans that I feel I ought to take every opportunity which presents itszlf of re~novi r~g  
this ignorauce which, for the last twelve years, has been a bar to the good relat~ons \\hlcli 
ought to subsist between us : and my experience among many different races of nien has 
been that what is said to the representative of some Great Personage has by no means the 
same weight as the same said to that Great Personage himself. 

I have been informed of Yonr Excellency's real wish to bring about a satisfactory 
sett,lement between our two great countries in regard to these Tibetan affairs, and I trust 
that you will be able to find it convenient to make the arrangement which I now suggest 
for your consideration. 

Enclosure 17 in No. 129. 

F r o m  Colonel F. E. Yozinghusband ,  C.Z.E. ,  K h a m b a  Jong, to  the 
F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y ,  S i m l a ,  d a t e d  K h a m b n  J o n g ,  t h e  19th ( d e s p a t c h e d  
from Gangtok o n  23rd) July, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

I arrived here yesterday. 

Enclosure 18 in No. 129. 

L e t t e r  f r o m  the U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of Z n d i u  in t h e  F o f . e i g n  
D e p a r t m e n t ,  to Colonel F. E .  Y o u n g h u s b a n d ,  C.Z.E. ,  British C o m m i s -  
s i o n e r ,  T i b e t  F , r o n t i e r  C o m m i s s i o a ,  d a t e d  S i m l a ,  the 26th Jzrly, 1903. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 14th 
July, 1903, forwarding copy of a letter which you have alddressed to  the 
Chinese Resident at Lhasa. 

2. I n  the event of your meeting the Dalai Lama., the Government of 
India authorise you to give him the assurance which you suggest in your 
letter. 

Enclosure 19 in No. 129. 

F r o m  Colonel F .  E .  I ' o ~ ~ n q h u s h n n d ,  C . I . E . ,  K h n n l b u  Jong, to the 
Foreign S e c r e t a r y ,  S i m l n ,  da te r1  K h r a m b a  J o n g ,  t h e  22ncl ( d e s p a t c h e d  
f r o m  Gangtok o n  25th) J d y ,  1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Amban's reply has heen sent to Parr ,  who is ill a t  Yatung. I have had 

two interviews with the Chinese and Tibetan delegates, and am of opinion 
with White that  neither the Chinese nor Tibetans have sufficient position 



or  influence. The Tibetans said they could not even report to their- 
Government the substance of a speech I made, and refused to accept a copy- 
of it,  which Mr. Ho's Secretary suggested I should give them, and which, 
with Mr. Ho's approval, I handed over to the Grand Secretary. 

Enclosure 20 in No. 129. 

From Colonel F. E .  Younghusband, C.I.E., Khamba Jong, to the 
Foreign Sec~etary,  Simla, dated Khamba Jong, the 23rd (despatched 
from Gangtok on 27th) July, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Following from Ambail Yu to Viceroy has been given to  me by Mr. H o  
for trans~rlission by telegraph: "From Your Excellency's despatch I 
learnt you wished me to appoint Commissioilers for negotiations. I have 
sent reply to you, and instructed Captain P a r r  to translate i t  and forward 
it to you immediately. Now I have received petitions from my Deputy, 
Mr. Ho, that  the Commissioners appointed by Your Excellency have 
arrived a t  Khamba Jong with soldiers. Tibetan officers are so suspicious 
that  they are not willing to discuss matters. I have informed you in my 
reply that Khamba Jong is in Tibetan territory and unsuitable for dis- 
cussion. I now request Your Excellency to issue orders to your Commis- 
sioners to remove to the boundary, and then we can easily commence dis- 
cussion. Your doing this will show friendliness to both countries. So. 
I hope you will do it,  and reply soon by telegram." 

Before replying to  a b v e ,  please ,await arrival of my letter of 22nd J'uly. 

Enclosure 21 in No. 129. 

Letter from Colonel F .  E .  Younghusband, C.I.E., British Commissioner, 
Tibet Frontier Commission, to the Secretarv to the Government of 
India  in  the Foreign ~ e ~ a r t m e n t ,  dated ~ h a h b a  Jong, the 22nd J U Z ~ ,  
1903. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to report, for the information of the Government of 
India, that  on 20th July I paid a visit to Mr. Ho who, with the Tibetan 
Grand Secretary, received me in a tent. Mr. Ho is not a very polished 
official and did not favourably impress Ine. The Grand Secretary, on the 
other hand, has an exceedingly genial, kind, accomplished style of face, 
and looked very like any monk of that  description you might see in 
Europe. H e  seems, however, to have very little power or influence. 
After the usual compliments, Mr. H o  said that  the Viceroy had fixed 
upon this place for the negotiations : but i t  was not a t  all a suitable 
place, especially if the negotiations lasted any time as they were very likely 
to. I said that  the Viceroy had selected Khamba Jong because of its 
proximity to the frontier, and I added that  His Excellency chose a place 
on the Tibetan rather than on the Indian side of the frontier because the 
last negotiations were conducted in India, and when after much trouble a 
Treaty was concluded between the Chinese and the British Governments, 
the Tibetans had repudiated it,  saying they knew nothing about it.  On 
the present occasion, therefore, the Viceroy decided that  the negotiations 
should take place in Tibet, and His  Excellency asked that  a Tibetan official 
of the highest rank should take part  in them, in order that, when the new 
settlement was completed, the Tibetans should not be able to say they 
knew nothing of it.  Mr. Ho said, he hoped, we would settle everything in  



a friendly manner. I replied that I saw no reason why we should not. 
I then went on to say that, though I must await  the orders of the 
Viceroy on the letter which the Amban had addressed him and could not, 
therefore, yet commence any formal negotiations, on the next occasion on 
which I should have the pleasure of meeting hini and the Tibetan officials, 
I would state plainly and in detail the view which the Viceroy took of the 
situation, so that  he and the Tibetans might know our views and be ready 
when the formal negotiations commenced to make proposals for their 
friendly settlement. To-day Mr. Ho and both Tibetan officials visited me, 
and af ter  some ordinary conversation I said I now proposed to fulfil the 
promise I had made a t  our former meeting. While the interpreter was pre- 
paring to read the speech which I had had carefully translated into Tibetan 
by Captain O'Connor, the two Tibetan officials said they wished to  raise 
objections to  holding negotiations a t  Khamba Jong a t  all. The proper place 
for negotiation was, they said, a t  Giaogong. I told them that  the place of 
meeting was a matter to be decided upon, not by the negotiators but by 
the Viceroy and Amban: and all the negotiators had to do was to carry 
on the negotiations in the place determined upon by their Excellencies. 
Much futile discussion upon this point followed, and then the two Tibetans 
raised objection to the size of my escort. I explained that  it was merely 
the escort which was becoming to my rank and was even smaller than the 
escort which the Amban took to Darjeeling and Calcutta a t  the former 
negotiations. They said they had understood the negotiations were to  be 
friendly, and so they themselves had brought no armed escort with them. 
I explained that  the negotiations certainly were to be friendly : if I had 
had any hostile intentions, I would have brought many more than 200 men, 
who were only just sufficient to guard me against such attacks of bad 
characters as were very recently made upon the British Ambassador at the 
capital of the Chinese Empire. To put an end to these fruitless 
disputa.tions, I mot~oned to the interpreter to commence reading my 
speech. Of this speech I have the honour to enclose a copy. It 
was not, of course, made for the benefit of these petty representatives 
here, but was intended to reach the ears of theTihetan Government 
a t  Lhasa. Tibetan otEcials will receive no written comnlunications 
from us : but I thought i t  harely possihle they might pass on a 
verbal communication : and I had corne to the conclusion that  the 
Tibetan Government ought without delay to be in possession of a full 
statement of our position, as they are evidently under the i~npression that  
this is merely one other of the many fruitless frontier meetings which have 
taken place since the Convention was signed. The Tibetans listened atten- 
tively while the speech was being read: but a t  the conclusion the Grand 
Secretary said that  he could not enter into any discussion about it. I said 
that I could not enter into any discussion either as I had received no orders 
yet from the Viceroy that  he was satisfied that  the Tibetan Government 
had sent representatives of sufficient rank and authority to  meet me. I 
had, however, as a matter of courtesy, taken the trouble to acquaint them 
infornlally with the views the Viceroy held of the present l)osition, and I 
trusted they w\-ollld re11ol.t what I had saicl to their Gavel nlnent. 
Thcv rcl)lictl that tlicy coulcl not even do tliat inucli : tliat they could 
mal ie  no rel)ort a t  all unless we went hack to the frontier a t  Giaogong, 
which was the place a t  which they meant to discuss matters. Mr. Ho, 
wlio had hithrrto taken no part in the conversation, here said to 
me tliat theso Tihetans were very ignorant and dificnlt to  deal with, 
and he asked me i f  I could not meet them by agreeing to go to the frontier. 
I replied that  I would with pleasure : and when representatives whom the 
Viceroy coilld perinit me to entcr into negotiations with were present. T 
would gladly ride wit11 them to the fronticr and discuss the qnestion on 
the spot : h11t the frontier was not a t  Giaogong as the Tibetans supposed, 
hut a t  the Serl)~il)n J,n, only tan miles from here. Mr. 130 said that the 
actual ~)ositioii of the frontic>r ~ v a s  not  know^^ yet,, 1)lit that i t  was where the 
waters flowed down to~val-(1s Jutlia. I replied that five niinntes' inspection 
woultl inalte clear where that  was : and Mr. Ho said that then the matter 
wollld be vcry easily and quickly settled. Mr. HO'S Secretary then suggested 



that I should give the Tibetans the copy of lny speech which the interpreter 
had just used. I assented with readiness, and with Mr. Ho's approval 
presented it to the Grand Secretary. But  he could not have got rid of a 
viper with greater haste than he got rid of that  paper. He said he wuld 
on no account receive it,  and with the greatest concern he handed it on to 
Mr. Ho's Secretary, to whom I had also given an  English translation of my 
speech. But though these Tibetan officials professed their incapacity to 
report my speech to their Government I have not the smallest doubt that  
they will. Messengers go from them every day to  Lhasa, and i t  cannot be 
supposed that  they would omit to mention in their letters so important an 
event as to-day's interview. I expect, too, that, as Mr. Ho has the Tibetan 
text of my speech, he will send i t  on to the Amban, who in his turn will 
forward it to the Tibetan Government. I also hope to arrange through 
the Sikkim Maharaj  Kumar that  the Tibetan officials should have an  oppor- 
tunity of copying the Tibetan translation of my speech : and perhaps a 
copy may not be so repugnant to them as the original document. 
The refusal of these two officials t o  receive, even with Mr. Ho's 
approval, merely the copy of a speech is, however, conclusive evidence that  
they are quite unfit to eventually conduct negotiations with me. Mr. Ho 
also acknowledges this, and Mr. White has from the first expressed the 
same opinion. They have no authority from their Government. Nor 
is Mr. H o  a man of much position or authority. H e  certainly has not the 
slightest influence over these Tibetans. On the other hand, he is not 
obstructive. I n  conclusion, I would add tha t  both Mr. White and I are of 
opinion that  the Government of India must be prepared for very protracted 
negotiations : and also for the possible necessity for coercion before these 
negotiations can be satisfactorily terminated. The attitude of the Tibetans 
is fully as obstructive and impracticable as Mr.  White and every other 
person acquainted with them had predicted i t  would be: and I see a t  pre- 
sent little prospect of coming to a settlement without coercion. I will, 
however, use every possible means of argument and persuasion, and sin- 
cerely hope that  the unfavourable opinion of the Tibetans I have formed 
from to-day's interview may be subsequently removed. 

Annexure. 

Cry!/ of n spreclr ~ n n d ~  h ~  Colonel F. E. ~ 7 0 ~ ~ n ( / h ~ ~ . s b n n r ~ ,  C.I. E., nt Kham brc Jong. 

'r0 THE TIBETAN REPRESENTATIVES- 

I wish to take this opportunity of Informing von that 811.. White and 1 have been sent 
by His Excel:ency th6 Viceroy of Intlia to inquire into nntl settle certain frontirr and 
trade qliestions which have been the snhject of correspondence between the British and 
Chinese Govern~nents. Hut, before entering into any formal discussion of these questions, 
I w~qh to state clrarly to you, in an ~nforml l  rn;inner, the l ~ g h t  in w h ~ c h  we regard them ; 
so that. \ \hen I receivta the ort1t.r~ of 91s  Excellency to formally commence negotiations, 
the representatives of the Chinrse anrl Tibetan Governments, with whom I shall neqotiate, 
w11l not be unpreparetl with proposals for effecting ;t settlement. 

Yon will rememt)er, then, that 17  years ago, in  the yrar 1586, the Vlceroy proposed to 
sent1 a peaceful RIis~ion to 1,hasn in accortlance lvith a 'rreaty which the Britisli Govern- 
ment had made with the Chinc-se Government 10 yeirrfl before. I31.itish subjects had the 
right to trade in other parts and yrobinces oC the Chinese Em[,ire, just as all sabjects of 
the Chinese k mperor \\,ere allowetl to triitle, without :my let or hindrance. in every part of 
the British Empire. Rut in thi8 one slngle dependency of the Chinese R~nljire, in Tibet, 
ohetacles were always raised in the way of traders. I t  waq to discuss this matter with the 
Tibetan authorities at Lhaea, and to see i f  these obstacles to tratle and interconrsr between 
India and Tibet coultl not be removrtl that the then Vicc.roy of India proposed, with the 
consent of the Chinese Government, to trend a Mission to Lhasa in 1886. 

But when the Mission waa fully prepared to start, the Chinese Government, at the last 
moment, informed the V~c.ero~- that the Tiljetans were so oppouetl to the itlea of admitting 
a British hIission to their country that they (the Chine~c. Chvernment) 11egged that the 
Mission might he postponed. As an act of courtesy and out of good feeling towartls the 
Chinese Government, the Viceroy consented to their request ant1 counter-ordered the 
Jlibsion : but on the distinct understancling, lair1 down tlefinitely in a Treaty between the 
British and Chinese Governments signed i n  the same gear, that the Chinese wonld " adopt 
measures to exhort and encourage the people with a view to the promotiort and develop- 
ment of trade." 



Seventeen y'-ars have passed away since this solemn promise was made by the 
Chinese Governnient, and, as 1 will show later on, the British Government have just cause 
to complain that in  all those years. owing to your persistent obstruction, the Chinese 
Government have heen unable to perform thei;. pledge. 

I have said that, out of deference to the wishes of the Chinese Government, the 
Viceroy consented to counter-order the hfisnion which he had intended to send to Lhaaa. 
But this forbearance on the par' of His Excellency met with a bad return on your part. 
You proceeded without any cause or justification to invade a State under Eritish protec- 
tion. and you even attacked British troops which had been sent there to protect it. The 
Viceroy bore this with patience for nearly two years, trusting that you would be obedient 
to the authority of the Chinese Government. But when you still remained in Sikkim, 
and still attacked the British troops there, he was compelled to punish you, to drive you 
from Sikkim, and to pursue yo11 into Chu~nbi. Ancl in Chumbi the Hr i t i~h  troops ~vould 
have remained as a pnninhment for your unprovoked attack up011 them if it had not been 
for the friendship whlch existed between your Suzerain, the ICmperor of China, and the 
Queen of England. 

But, out of regard for that friendship, the Viceroy agreed to enter into negotiations 
with the Amban at Lhasa acting on your behalf, and after some years, a Convention was 
conclutled by which the boundary between Tibet and S i k k i ~ n  was laid d o w n ;  and 
arrangements were made for traders to be allowetl to come to Yatung to sell their goods to 
whomsoever they pleased. to purchase native commodities, to hire transport, and to 
conduct their business \vitllout any vexatious restrictions I t  was also agreed that, if after 
five years either side should wish to make any alterations, both parties dhonld meet aqain 
and make a new agreement. 

This was the Treaty which was signed by t,he Chinese hmban at Lhilsa as representing 
the Chinese Emperor, ant1 by the Viceroy of India as representing the Empress of India 
and Queen of Great Britain. 

At the end of five years the Empress's Great Secretary of State wrote to the Viceroy 
of India and inquired how the Treaty IVLIS being observed by you. The Viceroy inquired 
of the Governor of Rengal, the Governor inquired of the Commissioner of Darjeeling, 
and the Commissioner of Darjeeling referred to, Mr. White, the l'oliticnl Officer in  
Sikkim : and the report went hack to the Great Secretary of Stat,e t,o the E m p r e ~ s  that you 
had destroyed the boundary pillars which the British ancl Chinese oficials hati erected : 
that you had occupied land at Ginogong inside the line laid down by the Treaty : that you 
had built a wall on the other sidc of Yatung and allome~l no one to pass t.hrough the gate 
to trade with the traders who came there from India : and, lastly, that you had repudiated 
the Treaty which had been signed by the Amhan and the Viceroy of India because, you 
slid, it had not been signed by one of yourselves. 

Now, when the Empresu's Great Secretary of State and His Excellency the Viceroy 
of India lieard of the way you had set at nought the Treaty which had been signed by the 
representat,ive of the Empress and the representative of the Emperor of China in  your 
behalf, they were exceedingly angry, and the Viceroy ordered hfr. White to go to Giaogong 
and remove the Tibetans who hat1 presumed to come across t,he frontier which had been 
laid down in the Treaty which the Amha11 and the Viceroy had signed. 

As you know, last year Mr. Whit,e went to Qia~gong : he removed the Tibetans from 
from there, and threw dolvn the guard-house, and reported to the Viceroy that he had 
carried out his Excellency's orders. 

The Amban, hearing of these proceedings, wrote to the Viceroy that., if there was any 
matter for (liscussion about the frontier, he wo11ld send a Chinese oficer and a representa- 
tive of the Dalai Lama to settle it. And the Viceroy has now written, in reply, that. he 
has sent a high officer to I\'hnmha Jong antl Mr. White with him to settle everything about 
the front,ier and about trade. But as the Tibetans had broken t,he old Treaty because they 
sitid they had not k u o w ~ l  anyt,hinq about it, his Excellency wrote to the Ambnn that, this 
timo there 1n11st be present i ~ t  the negotiations n Tihetan olficial of the highest rank whose 
n ~ t h ~ ~ i t , ~  to bintl llis Govt-rnment mnst. be unquestioned. Mr. White a9d I have come, 
t.hen, by the or t l e r~  of t.he Government of India to srttle these nlitlters, and as soon as I 
Ilear f1.om the Viceroy tllat he is s;~tisfie(l !,hat this Inst request of his hiis been complied 
with, I bhall he rea(iy to commence t,he formal negot,iations. 

I can ;IssLlre Son that His Excellency has no intent,ion whatever of permanently 
allnexillg your co\lnt,ry, :rnd it is possil)le he may. intlretl, make co~lression- to you in 
regill,d t o  tile lxntls llt,ar (iiaogoug if in the coming negotiations you show gourse l re~  
rensonal)lr in regnrtl to tr;ttIe, ant1 ~.endy to put it  on a proper footing. His Excellency 
tlesirc,a notlling bettc?r t]lilll tllitt yon ;mtl we sllo~lltl live on good terms with each other. 
I ,  lhis  1nut;h I can tdrll yon \\.it,h conlidence. Hut I must also warn you thi~t. after the way 
in which ~-011 Ililve I)roken and rt,l,ndiat.etl the old 'rreaty concluded in your interests by 
the chi l leRe hmb;rn ;tt the close of a war ill which you were heavily defeated, yo11 must 
expect, t ~ ~ ; ~ t ,  (lemantl frum yon some assnfiince that you will faithfully observe a n 1  
new ~c~ttlcnicnt which wv may ;tn.ive at. 

Yon colntr ;[nd travel antl tritle in Indin just as you please. Yo11 go where. you like 
:uld stay there as long as you liltr : and you are afforcled protection wherever you go. 
Yo11 yourst!lf, Mr. Grand Secretilry, have enjoyetl these privileges of British rule. But if 
any one from IUfi;L wiall(vi to t m l e  in Tibet, he is stopped at  once at the frontier, and no 
one is allowed t,o go near Ilinl. He can trade iu Hnssia, in Germany, i n  France, and in all 



other great countries ; and in all other dependencies of the Chinese Empire except Tibet- 
in Manchuria, in  Mongolia, and in Turkistan. But in  Tibet alone of all countries he 
cannot trade. This is a one-sided arrangement unworthy of so fair-minded and cultured 
a people as yon nre ; and though, as I said before, His Excellency has no intention of 
annexing your country, and mag indeed, if you prove reasonable in  regard to the admission 
of trade, make concessions t,o you in respect to the frontier lands near Giaogong, yet he 
will insist that the obstacles yon have for so many years put i n  the way of trade between 
India and Tibet shall be once and for ever removed. 

I have told you plainly what Mr. White and I have come here to do ; and I \via11 you 
to explain to your Government fully and carefully the words I have spoken : and when 
they have frilly considered these words, I hope they will send wise and experienced and 
trusted Councillors to aasist the representative of the Chinese Government, and make 
proposals to Mr. White and me as to t,he way in which we can best establish those friendly 
relat.ions and means of communication which ought to subsist between two neighbouring 
and friendly countries. 

Enclosure 22 in No. 129. 

Dirtry kept h?/ Captain W. F. O'Connor dur ing  the Tibet Front ier  Mission, 1903. 

(Extract.) 

911~ July,  1303.-Rain fell during the night and continued in a light drizzle till 
about 9 a.m. 

Mr. Ho passed our camp about 9.30 coming from Giri to Khamba Jong. I received 
him on the road (guard presented arms) before the camp, enquired after his health, and 
requested him to call on Mr. White with t,he Tibetan oflicers on the following day. We 
shifted our camp to a bet,ter site, some 100 yards or so further fro111 the hill. The Tibetan 
officers who \\.ere expected at Khamba Jonz to-day did not arrive. The Maharaj Kumar 
of Siklcim rode imt,o camp in t,he evening after a long cold ride from Tangn. 

10th Jtr2y.-The sky still overcast by heavy cloucls. The monsoon seems to have 
reached this tlistrict, and light rain falls at intervals. 

The two L h a ~ a  oEcials passed our camp at 11 a.m. I received them on the road with 
the same cerrrnony as in the case of KO, presenting Mr. White's compliments, and 
requesting t.hem to call upon him on the following day when they were recovered from 
the fatigues of their journey, to which they agreed. The Jougperi visited the camp 
during the day with presents for Mr. White and the Kumar Siltlrim. I had a long 
converilation wit.h him in my tent.. H e  was very friendly and communicative. Major 
Bretherto~~.  who was to have left to-day for Tangu, was detained by an attack of ague. 

hIeteorologi~11 observations established to-day, but the instruments are not at all 
satisfactory. 

11th Jzi2y.-A fine morning, but the air full of aqueous vapour, and the temperature 
perceptibly cooler than on the first two days of our stay here. Minimum temperature last 
night 39". 

The two Tibetan officers-the Depon and the Tung-yig-Chemho-called at  11 a.m., 
accnnlpauied by a small e ~ c o r t  of 8 or 10 mountetl men nntl some rrtaineril. They were 
received :LC the eutrance to camp and conductecl tto t.he Durbar tent, where Mr. White 
receivwl and greet,ed them. The Tung-yig-Chembo, as an ecclesiastic, is the senior of the 
two. He is a man of 45 years of age, intelligent, and very voluble, with a shrcbwd and :I 
rather complacent cast of countenance. The Depon appears to be a man some yeitrs 
yonliger, ;111cl with a face devoir1 of much character. Both are well-mannered, 1)nt have a 
sligIi!ly uneasy appearance, anrl no air of authority. The conversation wa8 chiefly continet1 
to t r i~i ;~l i t i<,s ,  ant1 Homr proteshs from the ollicials regarding our transgression of the 
bountlary. They would appear t,o be in ignorance of the Viceroy's letter to the Amban, 
ant1 of t,l~t! reply of the latter thereto ; or, if they are ;~crluainted \vit,h them, t.hcy wilfully 
ignore, their import. After leaving Mr. White, they visited the Kumar in  his tent, where 
I also conversetl with t11c.m for some time. I was especially anxious to secure from them 
some ex1)rerreion to indicate t,liat they wrre xcting in this matter under tlirect orders from 
their own Government ~~mintlnenced by the Cl~iurse. L<ilt h e y  evatletl all queries, ant1 
merely reiterated that, if they hat1 not h:~(l proper orders, they would not, of course, be 
here. Later, when the subject of Mr. White's return visit was mooted, they objected 
entirely to his viniting at t,iie Jong, and ~ug,vestetl having a t,ent ])reparecl for his reception 
at the foot of the hill. As they were at t,he tirne residing at  the Jong, and as the Joug is 
the oficial head-quarters of the dist,rict, i t  seemell to Mr. White that such a reception would 
not be at all snitahle, and after requesting the olficials to reconaitler the tnatter, the return 
call upon them was postponed until the following day. 

At I p.m. hlr. White, accompanied by a small escort, left camp to call upon Mr. Ho. 
On ;rrrival at Mr. Ho's camp, it  wan found that the two 1,hasa olficers were also present, and 
Mr. White sent a message to Mr. Ho, requesting him to receive him (Mr. White) alone. 
The Tibetans accordingly withdrew, and a short visit was paid to Mr. Ho. Mr. Ho wae 



somewhat perturbed regarding the proposed visit to the Jong, and, whilst quite recognising 
that this Was the proper place for Mr. White to be received, he was inclined to defer to the 
wishes of the Tibetans in the matter. As an instance of the c~lr ious position held by the 
Chinese in  this country, it  is worth not in^ that whilst the Tibetans defer to Mr. Ho i n  
almost every matter, going even so far  as to forward to him official letters received from our  
camp for fear that they may get into trouble if they retained them themselves, Mr. Ho 
himself admitted that in  mauy matters he was powerless, and that had we not already 
crossed the boundi~rr ,  it was certain that Mr. Parr, who has been nominated by the Amban 
as a Chinese Commissioner, woalcl not have been allowed to cross, and that even now he  
would not be admitted beyond the wall a t  Yatung, should he desire to proceed to Khamba 
Jong v ~ n  the Chumbi valley. The Tibetan officials, i n  fact, appear to be childishly 
impotent and terrified of their own Government, whilst a t  the same time they are  
deliberately obstructive i n  every matter, great or small, in  which the British are concerned, 
and are quite ready to use the Chinese as a very convenient scape-goat whenever i t  suits 
them to do so. 

The Kumar visited the Jong in the evening, and was received there by t.he Tibctnns, 
who begged him to use his influence to dissuade Mr. White from visiting the Jong the 
following day. 

12111 July.-A fine morning, but the sky all overcast by heavy clouds drifting north- 
east. Minimum temperature last night 39%' ; maximum yesterday 60'. 

The difficulty regarding the return call upon the two Tibetans was arranged as follows. 
Mr. White sent word to the Jong that, if the oficials would receive me at  the entance to the 
Jong in order to discuss the situation, it  was possible he might waive his just claim to be 
received ill the Jong itself;  and Mr. White instructed me to endeavour to induce the two 
Tibetans to produce their written orders from Lhasa in  return for this concession on his 
part. I accordingly rode up  to the Jong about 11 a.m., accompanied by the Kumar of 
Sikkim, and we were received by t.he two officials at the entrance A long and very 
interesting conversation, lasting more t,han two hours, then followed. We began by 
generalities and elicited the fact that the Tun!-yig-Chembo is a great traveller-has been 
to Pekin and back vici Calcutta and Shangha~. But on approaching official subjects, a 
deadlock ensued at once. The Tibetans' argument is somewhat as fo l lom~ : "The proper 
place appointed by our Government for the discussion of affairs is the Giaogong frontier. 
On arrival there we will produce our credentials." From this position it  was impossible 
to move thern, except so far that they would consent, although it  was irregular, to show 
the letter to the Kumar. With this it  tvas necessary to be sati~fied, but in  the long 
desultory conversation which we had, several interesting fact.s came to light. The 
olficials for one thing plai~lly exl~l.esse(1 t,heir dislike for the Chinese, who, they said, 
despised the Tibet,ana ancl were often instrument~l  in  admitting foreigners into the 
country. As regards official correspondence, they said that, by t,he terms of some 
treaty between the Chinese and Tibetans, all olRcial correspondence between the 
Tibetans and foreigners had to be conducted through t,he Ambans. Under the circum- 
stances, they could neither receive nor reply to our letters. But they affirmed, neverbheless, 
that they were folly empowered to treat with our Commissioners at  the proper place-the 
Qiaogong frontier. 

I t  has been arranged that RIr. White shall pay his return call upon the Tibetan8 
to-morro\v, and t.hcg and Mr. Ho have been asked to luncheon at our camp afterwards. 

A letter was mritt,en to-day to Mr. Ho, requesting him to use his influence with the 
Tibet:ms to induce them to provitle us daily with a certain quantity of grass or chopped 
straw as fodder for our animals. 

13th .Jul?/, 130.3.-Fine bright morning. Light varying breeze. hfaximum tempera- 
ture 65.6' ; minimum 35.9'. 

About ]loon Rlr. White, accompanied by a small escort, left camp and rode through the 
villaqe of I<hamba to call upon the two Tibetan offictrs in the tents which they had pitched 
near the foot of the hill upon which the .Tong is built. A short interview eusued, (luring 
wliicll no snbjects of ilnportnnce were l,ro;~ched, ant1 the conversation was confined to 
gener,llities a11d to somr remarks from the Tnng-yjg-Chembo regarding hi6 travels to China. 
Both of the oficers coml)lained of ill-health wh~cl i  they attributed to the waler. At  the 
close of t l ~ e  intrrview Mr. White lrrsentetl some presents to the two officials ancl to the 
Jongpen. earh p1.t.sent i~iclntling two 1)nckets of Indian t r ~ .  Thc Jongpen tried to raise 
somc objvction to receiving the tea, but 110 attention \\its paid to him, and the presents 
were accepted. 

In the evening Mr. White took sollie photographs of the Jong, and he and I rode some 
distance up the nn l l ;~  hehind the Jong. 

We tlccided to ritle out to Dobta, on a place to the north of the Tsomo-tel-tang lake, 
ahont t\c-vrrty 111i1ts tlistal~t, on the lollo\\ling day, to enc:tmp there for x day or two, and to 
return via Tinlti .Jung. Dobta it1 a kind of fief of the Maharaja of Sikkim, whence he 
d n v s  an annual supply of grain and other local produce. Mr. White decided that the 
U~lrnxr of Siltlrim, who was anxious to v i ~ i t  Dobta and the neighbourhood, should 
accompany our party. 

14 th  .[i~,l!/.-Fine bright morning. Sky clear of clouds, only a low belt on the 
horizon. Maximum temperature 66.5' : minimum 35'. 



We packed up  all our ki t  and loaded it  upon yaks, and started the baggage off for 
Dobta about 9 A.M. Just as we had finished breakfast ourselves, word was brought that 
Mr. Ho. accompanied by the two Tibetan officers, was approaching our camp. Conjecturing 
that this foreboded an energetic protest against our proposed expedition, Mr. White asked 
me t,o receive the officials and to hear what they had to say. I conducted them to m y  tent 
where a long discussion ensued lasting over two hours. Mr. HO bsgan by protesting 
against our proposed move, saying that the orders from our Government authorised us to 
oome as far as Khamba Jong, but gave us no authority to proceed further, or to any other 
plnoe in Tibet. To which I replied that we hail no orclers to forbid to proceed further 
afield, and that it was unreasonable to expect that we should remain cooped up  in the 
limits of a small camp. Obviously no satisfactory conclusion could come from such 
arguments as these, and I begged the Tibetans to show us any written authority from their 
Government, instructing them to hincler our movements, or which authorized them in any 
way to interfere with t.ravellers i n  their country. They replied that they had no such 
orders, but t.hat what t,hey told us mas the custom of their country. Meanwhile we learnt 
that there was a considerable gathering of unarmed men i n  and about the Jong, and that 
our yaks and s e r v ~ n t s  had been actually stopped and turned back a mile or so from camp. 
So in view of the energetic protests of the three officials. and i n  order to avoid any 
possibi1it.y of a fracas, Mr. White consented to defer his visit to Dobta, pending reference 
to the Indian Government, on receipt from the Tibetan officers of a written request 
informing him that, i t  was not the custom in Tibet to allow travellers or any other 
foreigners to move about the country, and begqing him to defer his visit to Dobta. When 
these terms were made known, the two Tibetans became very excited and voluble. They 
explained again that it  was impos~ible  for t.hem either to give or receive written communi- 
cations, but that all letters must pass through Mr. Ho. All the old arguments had to be gone 
through over again. I pointed out to them that, as representatives of the Lhasa Govern- 
ment,, they were s~irely ent,itled, after consultation with Mr. Ho if they so desired, to 
communicate directly with Mr. White on a matter which concerned customs and laws 
purely Tibetan. I explained to them that, in  the matter of the Sikkim Frontier 
Convelltion, which was signed by a Chinese plenipotentiary, the Tibetans had ever since 
disavowed t,he Treaty ; and that consequently we mere no longer prepared to accept the 
signature of any Chinaman, however high i n  rank, as a sufficient guarantee for binding the 
Tibetans in any matter, great or small. All these arguments were of no avail. Without 
att,empting to reply to them, the Tihetsns lrept asserting that it  was not their custom to 
write letters to foreigners, and that they refuse to begin now. Aft,er a long period of futile 
discussion, hlr. White sent. in word that he proposed to start in half an hour if his terms 
were not complied with. This brought matter6 to a crisis, and I suggested, as a solution 
of the difficulty which we were all anxious to sett,le amicably, that hlr. IJo ~ h o n l d  write 
~ n d  sign a letter in  Chinese and the Tibetans in Tibetan, having the purport reqnired by 
Mr. White. Mr. Ho, who behaved most sensibly throughout the interview, at  once agreed, 
and urged upon the two Tibetans to do the same. These latter, much perturbed, went out- 
side to consult whilet pens and paper were produced, and I drafted a letter in English 
which was at once translated into Chinese and Tibetan. Mr. Ho signed his letter without 
demur, glad to be rid so easily of so petty and annoying an incident. But the two 
Tibetans mere troublesome in the extreme. At first they object.ec1 to the terms of the 
letter which was brief ancl unobjectionable to a degree. They then found fault with the 
tit,le by which t,hey were described, which was a common Tibetan word meaning Co~nmis- 
sioner. When t h i ~  had been pnt right, and t.hey saw that signature was inevitable, I 
suddenly saw the Jongpen making his way to the table pen in hand. Asking the meaning 
of this 1 was told that,, as neit,ller of the Tibetan officers could write (they are hot,h, I 
believe, very well educated men), t,hey proposed that the .longpen should sign for them. I 
objectetl to this altogether, and Mr. Ho was so enraged at  their obstinacy and folly that, 
after shrieking at  them for some moments in Chinese, he rushed out of the tent, (1ecl:lring 
he was going home. He wa8, however, soothed and brougllt back, brlt even then the 
Tibetan representatives cont,iauerl their abs~irtl behaviour, The Tung-jig-Chembo, with ;I 

pen ill his h:~nd,  kept making dnrts at t,he upper end of rhe letter, hoping co conce;ll his 
signat,ure amongst the rest of the writing ; but being frustrated in  t.his, ant1 fir~nly 
shown where his signature was expected, he s~icceerled in making a perfectly mean- 
ingless mark at  the very end of the letter. Whilst I was expostulating with him 
on the folly of this proceetling, the Depon seizetl the opport,unit,y to make another 
mark, more cornplicate(l in appearence, but equ;llly tlevoicl of significance, alongside 
that of the Tnng-yig. I t  was impossil)le to accept these marks as signet,ures, ant1 at 
l e n ~ t l i ,  when orders had been given that Mr. White would march in five minutes, t.he 
Tung-yig \\-rote a couplt* of words, parport,ing to be the signaturc!~ of himself ancl the 
Depou at the foot of the letter. With this we were obliged to he satinfied, ant1 the 
RIaharaj IComar of Sikkim and rnyself witnessed the signaturt~. In  reply to the letter, Mr. 
White @rve a written communication to each party to flay that he had consitleretl their 
letters, and that i n  deference to their wishes, he wo~ild postl~one hi8 visit t,o Doht,a, pentling 
reference to his ow11 G~)vernnlent. Air. Ho took his answer, I)ut t,he T~ing-yig-Chemho 
was abo~lt  to refuse to accept his when I ulil~ped it into his hand, and he handed it instantly 
acrow the table to Air. Ho. The three officials then took their departure. 

It may appear that a great deal of space has been devotetl to so trivial an incident : 
but the tlctnil~~ have been given in full as typical of the non pos,~1imric attitude adopted 1.9 
the 'Cil)eL~n repres~ntatires. " We cannot accept letters ; we cannot write Ivtters ; mc 
canuot let you into our zone ; we cannot let you travel ; we c.lnnot tliscuss matters because 
this is not the proper place ; go bnclr to Giaogour: ant1 send. away all your soliliers, and wts 
will come to an agreemr,nt." It is easy to see what such an agreement woultl anlount to. 



� heir last words, as they left camp, were t,o ask us not to make a walk round our camp, as 
it mas not in accordance with the cust.om of the country. 

There was a fairly large gathering of men at t.he Jong this morning, evidently brought 
together with the idea of preventing us from going to Dobta ; but, they were all unarmed 
(though t,here are said to be arms in the Jong), and there is little doubt that, had we 
~ersisted in  our intention of starting, we could havemade our way through them with little 
more trouble than we had at  Giaogong. 

15th J161y.-A fine morning. Scattered cumulus clouds and a light south-east breeze. 
Maximum temperature 70.9" ; minimum 36.s0. 

A message was sent to Mr. Ho by Mr. White, informing him that Captain Parr was 
unwell, and asking him whether he would allow a full translation into English to be made 
of the Amban's despatch to the Viceroy, in order to save further loss of time in forwarding 
this docnment. Mr. Ho replied that the original despatch had been already forwarded to 
Captain Parr. Mr. Ho and the Tibetan officers still complain of ill-health. There is no 
further news to-day. Ir give the folloxving rnmoars derived from native information for  
what they are worth. That the Tale Lama does not now intend to come to Shigatse. 
That 200 soldiers under eight Dingpons are coming to Taktakang Gompa, some 20 miles 
from here, from Shigatse. That Rlr. Parr will uot be allowed by the Tibetans to come here 
oirc Chumbi, as it  is believed he proposes to do. That Mr. Ho, presumably after his 
experience of the Tibetan officials yest,erday, proposes to writ,e to the Amban with a view 
of having: more influential representatives sent. 

16th Ju ly ,  1903.-h fine bright morning. Maximum temperature yesterday 67.9' ; 
minimum temperature last night 35". 

Mr. White, the Maharaj Kumar of Sikkim, and I started off at. 8 a.m., and rode off i n  a 
west-south-west direction following a well marked track t.ill we reached the banks of the 
Yarn Chu, near the village of Tak-nag. Our route led us orer the level plain which I have 
previously described, and which appears to be reserved by the people for the winter 
grazing of their sheep and goats. Opposite Tak-nag village the stream is spanned by a 
rough timber bridge supported on small stone piers two or t,hree feet high. Total length 
of bridge 40 paces, roadway some two or three feet wide and sodded. Tak-nag is a little 
village of three or four houses surrounded by a good stretch of barley cultivation and some 
fields of radishes. Passing to the village we rode up the opposite hill to the Pari Gompa, 
which is percher1 on top of the hill. The lower slopes of the hill are barren, but after 
rising two or three hundred feet we found the whole hillside well covered with juniper and 
ot,her bushes. The higher we got the stronger the vegetation became, and me were 
snrprised to find near the t,op of the hill, at an elevation which cannot. be less than 16.000 
feet, big bushes of juniper with trnnks and branches as thick as a man's arm. Apart from 
the wormwood scrub which we are now burning in camp, and of which there is ran 
unlimited supply within easy reach, this one hillside alone would afford fuel for an army 
for many months. Half-way up the hill me passed the little hamlet of Gouaa-no 
cultivation, but plenty of excellent grazing. The monastery at the top of the hill is a 
dirty, tumble-down group of buildings inhabited by a few so-called hermits and some nuns. 
They get their water from a lit,tle spring at Gousa. Riding westwards along the top of the 
hill, we had an excellent view of t.he Tsomo-tel-tung lake and of the great p!ain in  which 
it lies. The lake lies in the westward end of the plain very much as represented in Mr. 
White's map of the Sikkim-Tibet frontier region. I t  is a wide sheet of blue water enclosed 
on three sides by hills with two st,eep-sided promont,ories projecting into it  from the north. 

It. mas all visible except the extreme south-west corner. 
' As far as we could see, i t  ha3 110 The qilest,ion of it.8 drdinage is btill unsolved.* But this 

reglllar outlet, hilt that the water mat,t,er \\.ill be furt,her invest.igated, and I proposp to 
appears to drihble out of the lake 
when ,,,, a report at fuller length upon this and ot'her geographical 
leads eastwarda to the Chi.Chll qliestions when 1 am bet.ter rtcquaillt.ed with t,he country. 
along the foot of the hill we were on. In the plain directly north of nH we could see mit,h olir 

glasses numerous large flocks of sheep and some yaks 
feeding in she grassy stret,ches. The sheep must have numbered many tbousands. No 
survey was at,temptec-l, as, owing t,o mist on the snrrountling hill tops it  was impossible to 
fix our position accnrately. In-the plain to onr north and round >)bout t,he lake, some 15 
villages or Inore were visible. We returned past the CTo~nlx~ and clown the hill by a 
slightly different route, shooting 10 h;lres on the way and a brace of hill-partridges-one of 
which we ca111lot yet ident,ify. Reaching the plain, we crossed the Chi-Chn and the 
Y~I-Chu- the  forlner some 50 feet in breatlth, t,he latter only 10 or 12, and passed the 
village of T;lglla-tllree or fonr houses and sornt. very good barley fields, and reached camp 
at. Khalnba Jong at  6 p.m. The villagers we met (luring the day were quite friendly and 
ready t,o ent,er into conversation. Rlaclc rain clouds brooded all day over the mountain 
range to t.he north, and there appeared to be heavy rain on them and in the Tsangpo valley. 

17th J?cl!/.-Rain fell here during the night. A cloudy morning. Maximum 
temperatme yest,erday 6B" ; minimum last night, 39". 

Day in camp. A showery evening. The Jongpen, in return for a very liberal rate of 
Payment, is supplying 11s with some grass ant1 chopped straw. 

18th J?d,Zy.-A wet night, rain c o ~ ~ t i n u i ~ ~ g  till about 6.30 a.m. >Ia.ximum temperature, 
66.6' ; minimum. :19.6O.  

Mr. Ho's Monshi came into camp at 11 a.m., and was informed that Colonel 
Younghusbxud was expected at 5 p.m. He said that Mr. Ho was unwell, and would be 



unable personally to meet. Colonel Younghushand, but that he would send his Deputy and 
would inform the two Tibetan officers of the British Commissioner's arrival. Captain 
Bethune and I rode as far as Giri, where we met Colonel Younghusband and rode with 
him back to camp. Colonel Younghusband had ridden straight from Tangu, and was 
accompanied by Mr. Dover and a few mounted men. Just before reaching camp he was 
met by Mr. Ho's English-speaking Chinese Deputy and by the J o n ~ p e n  of Khamba Jong. 
Mr. Ho's Deputy brought Mr. Ho's compliments and greetings to the Commissioner, and 
the Jongpen presented a scarf on behalf of the two Tibetan officials, neither of whom 
appeared in person. The approach to the camp was lined by the men of the escort who 
saluted as the Commissioner rode through. 

19/11 J?tl!j.-Cloudy n~orning. Rfaximum temperature yesterday 62.8'; minimum' 
tem1,eratnre last night 44'. The warmest night we have had as yet. Heavy shower 
abo ;~ t  1'!.)10 a.m. 

At 1 p.m. the Jongpen called upon the Com~nissioner accompanied by two officers in 
the suite of the Tung-yig-Chembo and the Depon, and bringing some presents. The?- 
were received by Colonel Tonnghusband, who conversed with t l i e~u  for some time, an11 
sent friendly messages to the two Tibetan officials. Later, Mr. Ho's Deputy also called, 
bringiny presents from Mr. Ho, and was received by Colonel Younghusband, who has 
arranred to call upon Mr. Ho at 4 p.m. to-morrow. During the afternoon Mr. White and I 
rode across the Kha~nba  Jong plain to a small hill sorile three or four miles distant in a 
westerly direction, where we found a few fossils ;~rnongst the tlebris on the hillsirle. 

The two Tibetan officers are still residing in the .Tong which they have now completely 
closed, not only to ourselves, but to all servants and followers from our camp. 

!!Otl~ Ju,l!/, 1903.-A fine morning wiLh a light southerly breeze and a few scattered 
clonds. hIaxirnum temperat,ure 75.8' ; minimum 38.5". 

The 1ihamb;r Jongpen came into camp about noon whilst Mr. Bailey and the Kumar 
were playing with the gramophone. He was :.rcsat,ly tickled with tlie instrument, and 
could not refrain from roars of laughter a i  anything which struck hirn as part,icnlarly 
funny. H e  was accompanied by the former Jongpen, who, it appears, has been sent here 
f r o b  Tashi Chunpo (where he acts, so he toll1 mts, as a sort of headmen to the Penchen 
Rinpochi) to assist the presetit incumbent. of the office at this diHicult juncture. I saw 
them both in my tent where we discnssecl the following rnat,ters :-The question of some 
damage clone to two Chortens (a sort of religions edifice) near the camp ; compensation to 
be paid by us for the grazing land round the Jong and for the fuel we burn ; the matter 
of the hu t  now being built half-way between here and Tangu. These were all trivial 
mattere, and will probably be arranged t,o the satisFaction of both parties. The question of 
the fuel was only raised, I think, to see whether anything could be extract,ed from us by 
way of compentlation. All fuel used in camp connists of small wormwood bushes wlrich 
grow on the surrounding hills and plains i n  absolutely unlimited quantities and can have 
no market value. The Jongpen was asked to inform the two 'ribeta11 officers that the 
Brit,ish  commissioner^ proposed to call upon hIr. Ho that day at 4 p.m., and that they 
would be pleased to see tho two officials at the same hour at  the Chinese carnp at 4 p.m. 
Colonel Younghusband, Mr. White, Captain Rethnne, ant1 myself rode tlowrl to Mr. Ho's 
camp in full tlress preceded by 50 men of the escort,. The Conlmissioners were receivetl 
by hlr. H o  ant1 by the Tung-gig-Chembo, the Depon being too unwell to attend. The 
visit was a short one and no question of interest was raised, Mr. Ho merely remarking that. 
Ichamba Jong was not a healthy spot, and that he and the two Tibetan ofFicers had a11 11erl1 
indisposetl since arriv:~l liert,. On returning to cilml) presents were sent to Mr. Ho by the* 
hand of Mr. &litter, Culo~~el  Younglluwbanrl's head clerk. Mr. hIitter on his return 
reported that he llad found the Tang-yiq-Chembo still in  Mr. Ho14 camp : ~ n d  evidently 
expecting a present also. Presents were, therefore, prepared for the Tung-yig.Chembo, 
the Depon, ant1 the Jongpen, and despatchecl with Rlr. Mitter to the Jong. Mr. Mitter 
was not aclmitlecl to the Jong. but the 'I'ung-yig-Chembo descended t,o the entrance ant1 
the pre~ents  were accepted and appeared to cause pleasure. 

21st July.-A lovely bright morning. hInximum t.emperature yc?sterday 67.5' ; 
minimum :18'9O. 

Mr. White and I starting at 5.30 a.m. rode up the Khnmba Jong nnlla to the pass at 
the head-some six to seven miles. From a hill a t  the hear1 of the nullit (elevation 
18,500 feet) we had a good view of the cotintry to Ihe north an11 east. This piece of 
country is drained by the upper waters of the Yirru Chu, whose feeders flow in Icvel, open 
valleys, well grassed in places, with " tloks," or headmeo's encampments, here and there, 
but no houses. The hills bounding the hayin of the Yam Chu are tiniformly low and 
easy in outliue, ant1 their pass:IgP at any point should present no diffirnlties. Two roads 
appear to lead to Gyangtse from ncar the point me were on. One running almost due east 
most join the C h u m b ~  trade route near the Icalo Tso;  the other going north-east runs 
direct to Gyangtse, and judging from t1.e appearance of th r  country can present no grcJat 
obstacles to movement. Rut we co~lltl disc err^ no sign of the hushes which are so n ~ e f u l  

fuel rountl about Khamba dong. I t  is prol)able that, should we have to move later to 
Qgangtse, we should have to carry with us all fuel ant1 supplies. There shoilld be plent? 
of grazing (from now on till the autumn) for yaks and country ponies. We retnrned along 
the crest of the ritlgt. bounding the north Ride ot the nulla in holje of finding sornc game., 
but saw nothing except hertle of female burrhel. We reached camp at 2 p m. 



ZZnd Ad!/.-A still  cloud^ morning. Nasimnm tempemture 70.g0 ; minimum 43-50. 
At 2 p.m. Mr. IIo :ind tho two Tibetan otKcers called on llle liritish Commissioners, 

and were recoivcd with due honour*. The i~lt,c:rview which follo\\,etl lasted an h o ~ i r  :r11tl 
a-half. Coloncl Younghusb:ind began by expl:rining tlr,~t, ])ellding receil~t of orders from 
the Viceroy, no formal diac~ission was possible, but that he ~)roponed to expllrin to the 
Chinese an11 Tibetan rellresentatives t,ha views wliicl~ the Government of India toolc 
regarding the progress of events which hall led to the necessiby for negotintions. In thc 
conrers;ition which followed, the two Tibetan otFicials toolc a leading part :rnd expat,iated 
at length on their two principal  grievance^-the fact of our having crossc:d the frontier and 
of having hro~igllt an armed cbscort into tho country. Thcy rciterirtetl their cl;ri~n to I~;rvt! 
Gi:iogong regarded a~ the placc of meeting, and iirge~l various :irgnments in  snpport of 
their views ; and thus protest,efl against. t,ho int,rotluction int,o Tibet of t.hc escort :IS 

incompatible with t'he intentions of a pencefnl mission and as likcly to raise suspicions in 
the mintls of the Tibetans. I t  was in vain that Colonel Yonnghosband explained to t h e ~ n  
that it \vas the cnst,orn of onr co~intry to ;rtt;ich an escort to ollicera of high rank, and t,l~nt 
its preaencc by no means illtlicntrtl hostilc intcnt,ions ; ;in11 t,h:rt, as r~ ,~ i r r t l s  the boundary, 
tlic question was one t,o bc set,tled later, ant1 that me:~nwhil(: we cl;rim up to tho w;~t.ershed 
of the Tecst:~. They kept repeilting their raquesta and urging their consideration. hlr. 130 
contented hiniself with rernarkirlg tl1;it he thought it woltld be well to ascertain exactly 
where the watershed of the Teesta lay, and Colonel Younghusband professed himself 
perEectly ready to do so as soon as the negctiations began in earnest. Colonel Young- 
husbimd's speech was then read aloud in Tibetan. I n  this Colonel Younghusband 
explained that no formal nego~iations could take place until the receipt of further orders 
from the Viceroy, and that meanwhile he took these means of making the Chinese and 
llibet,;ln representatives acqneintccl with tmhe riews of the Viceroy and of the course of 
events 011 the Sikkim-Tibet frontier during the lafit ~eventeeu years. Then followed n 
?*(!sunlr! of these events dating from the time of tlie proposetl Macaulay Mission, : ~ n d  
detailing :dl important matters up t,o the present timc. And the sptlrch concludt~cl hy 
pointing out the one-sitled nat,ure of the existing rcl:~tions betn7oen Tihet :rnd Intlin ;is 
rogirrd~ matter* oF trade, :rnd with t , l l ~  hope tI1:rt t,he 1,has:i Govet-nment wonld consider 
the ol;rtt,t:r cirref~illy, iintl moult1 szntl c~sl)r!riencetl and triist,ed roi inci l lo~.~ to ;rssist in  
bringing :lhout friendly :rntl snt.isfact,ol.y ~.el;rt,ions I~c~twecn the t.wo conntries. The t,wo 
Tibetans listenetl attentively to the speech, and at  ils conclusion the Tung-yig-Chembo 
remarked that, whilst not proposing how to enter into discussion regarding what he had 
heard, he nlust observe that previous to the Conveution of 1890 the trade with Inllia via 
the Churnbi valley was of insignificant proportions and in t,he hands of petty traders; but 
that since that time it  had increased very materially and was now conducted by wealthy 
~uerchants. 13is point scemed to be h a t ,  as the trade was in  so satisfactory a condition, he 
did not well understan.1 whiit tnore we wanted. An English copy of the sl)eecll was given 
to Mr. IIo, and a Tibet;rn co1)j to the Tung-rig-Chembo, who, however, irt once handed it  
over to Mr. Ho's intcvpretcr. The intt1rvicw conclndcd shortly ;rftet-wards and the officials 
took their leave. 

23rd .Jil,l!/, 1903.-Fine still morning. Some lighl c l o ~ r l s  in the sky. Maximum 
tempenrturc jc.~t,ertlay Gi.8' : minirn~im 1aflt. night 41". 

Colonel TonngI1~1sh;ind :rntl Mr. Whit,(. rotlr out (luring the day t,o visit t.he Koxo hot 
spring, which lies in  a rall(.y some t,wo or thret~ miles north of Rhamha Jong. Thvy 
found the temperature of the hottest spring to be 175" F. A yoking Tibetan from the 
Chinese camp visited me in the evening, and I 11ad an interesting couversation with him 
regarding Tibetan mannera and custo~ns. His elder brother is a monk in Sera monastery, 
and he tells rue t,he monks of the tb.ree big monasteries are a truculef~t lot-regularly 
drilled, bitterly hostile to foreigners, aud apparently spoiling for a fight. Arms of sorta 
for all the monks are stored in the monasteries. He tells me that the nominal number of 
monks in Sera-5,500-is far below the reality, and similarly in De-bung and Ga-den. 
He is the third brother of four, ant1 t,he three younger have one wife between them. H e  
explaint!d a good lllariy of the ho~~sehold  arrangements, ;rntl I hope to get hold of him 
aqain :rntl learn some more. He says Air. Ho tletesk t.his place. The water doesn't. agree 
with him, ;untl he 11x8 a bucliet (of t,he Tihet,:tn pnt,tern) of w:iter brought to him daily from 
Qiaogo~l~,  a t  ;t cost of I:? ann;rR. J,iko all t,lie poorer elirss OF Tibot.ans he co~nplnins of the 
C!Xtortion~ O K  t,ile of l ic ial~ in thr matter of t.axes ;rnd forcetl carriage (kn.r biyar of the 
North-West,). Ho s;ly\.~ cJvcbry ~)t>~ir iy we 1):l-j here for gravs ;rnd so on goes into the 
]lockets of the .Jongpcll, and nothing wl1atev2r reaches the wretched misser, or peasant. 

24111 July.-Fine morning. Light southerly breeze. Maximum temperature yesterday 
G7.S0 ; minimum 36.5'. 

I sl~ont the nlor~ling in canlp collect,ing information regarding the Tibetan Governnlent 
and the Tsot lg-d~~.Ch~lnl~o,  or great nat,ional assembly, in which, as might be expected, 
the powerful Abbots of t,he t,hree great monasteries have a preponderating influence. 
$R 11s11a1, t,he irlform;lt,ion of my informants was most conflicting, and will have to be 
rlp01.011sly cl~ecketl. 'I'ht: tlificnlty is to get. l ~ o l ~ l  of men of poaition and real knowletlge. 
R(?rvants peas;lnts natur;rlly have very skctchy ideirs on affairs of State. The Te-ling 
K n ~ l ~ o ,  t , h ~  Ron of the ol,l IJ:r,oh 1)iwali of Siltkiln, c;tlletl on the Sikkim Kurnar 
to tl;ry anll  pent l11o~t of t,hn  lay cnnveruing in hi* trnt.. He is i\ #tolit pleasant-facet1 
young m;rn of z?, anrl ]I;IS ril~ljt of I ) ~ ~ n g - K o r  wit>ll 110 111it,ies ;~tt:rclletl to it. He 11as two 
('Atilt~~ in 'l'ibet, one at 'I 'e-li~~g just ~ ior th  of here. 311 tht' southern slope8 of the central 
chain, and one near She-kar .long (the Hhikar Jong of the ~naps)  in t.l~e Brahmaputr;~ 



valley, where he tells mo he gcts good ~ m d  enormous crops. H e  has Dcqucnt~ly visited 
Lhwr, nntl gnvr me sornc intere>tiug informntion. I i c  is s t a ~ i n g  with the J o n g p ~ n  in the 
Jong. 

251h Jtr,Zy.-Cloudy morning. Maximum tcmperaturo '71" ; minimum :19.5O 

I 6~1nt. off two men to Taklsang Gonipa to see if they could meet the Tibctan soldiers 
and bring us hack word how the1  were armed, ckc. Thc Te-ling Kusho came a p i n  and 
slwnt most of the tlny with tho Icumnr. Liko most unoficial Tihetane I haye met, he 
appears to cntcrtain ;i cordial tlirjlikc! to his owl1 (iove-nmcnt and it,s methods. He toll1 
Mr. White that he :ind most mcn in his position \vould bc only too delighted to see the 
co~untrp opened up to trrrdc, ant1 t,herc can be no douht, that this ie the case. All ent,er- 
p r i ~ e  and cnlightcnment in  this country is stifled h?. the great monk faction, who are well 
a\varc? that. progress is fntii1 to t.llt~ir iuflut~nce. I n  the course of my t:nquirit.s one very 
strong exposit,ion, on which the Chinese take t,heir stand in Tibetan politics, has been 
frequently tb~n])hasiflrt~. This positiori i~ due to the fact that the three I h a m  mon;rsteries 
-Sera, 1.k-bung, and Gn-den-;ire diroctly subsidi~ed by tlic (:hinese Emperor. The 
sub~it ly  takee t l ~ e  form chiefly, acco~*cling to the popular idea generally prevalent, of a 
ci;rily free tea to all the monks of these nionasteries. The consequence is that the Lama 
f:lct,ion, by f;rr the strougest in Til)clan politics, is an uncompromising supporter of China. 
Any policy likely to lie distasteful to China is vigorously o1)posed by t,he monks, for fear 
t.hart by oiFending C l i i ~ ~ n  t11:'y may lose their Cliinese grant. I 11:ive frequently heard this 
argument. nsed ~ I H  one of t.he reasons why the Tibetans so persistently oppose the introduc- 
t,ion into Tibot of 1ndi:m tea. I t  is thought that should the Chinese tea trnde decline, tlie 
grant to the " Sen-de-gye-sum " (the three great monasteries) wo~ild be withheld. And 
tht. same argument is applietl in  many other m'itterri where Chinese and Tibetan interests 
conflict. Of t,his 1 can give v:~rioutr exarcplea. Hut it may be asked how the monastic 
iutlnence is brought to bear on a C;overnment in  which three out of the four principal 
hlinisters (flYhr~g,s.v) are li~ymen. The fact seems to be that lying behind the Tale Lama, 
the Shapes, and all t,he machinery of the Tibetan Government, a~ we have hitherto 
been acquaintetl with it, there is an institution called t.he " Tsong-du-chembo" or 
"Tt;ong-(111 vze-tsom," which ma3 reasonably be compared with what we call a " National 
Aeselubly " or, as the word implies, " Grtbat Assembly." I t  is constit.ute(1 of the Kenpas 
or Ahhots of the three great n~c~nnsteries, representative from the four linqs or emall 
nion:~steries ;ictuirll~- in Ll~asa city a1111 from a11 the other monasteries in the province of U, 
and besiclr~ this all the otfici;~ls of t,be 6ovtsrrlment are present-hymen and ecclesiastics 
alike-to the number of sevel,nl hnntlrutls. I t  is baicl, bnt I do not yet Itnow with what 
trntb, that the Title Lan1;l prc.sit1t.s in persou. The l'song-(Ill then is the ;~ssembl;ige of all 
t l ~ e  not:rbles of C'entml 'I'ibet., ant1 some of my inl'ol~manttr tell me that the provinces- 
Tsnng airtl Kam-are r r p r e ~ ~ n t t ~ t l  ;IS well. No tixec! time or period is laid tlown for the 
nieeting of t l ~ e  :~nseml~ly. I L  is co~rvoltetl only upon occasions of national need or 
im~)(wt:~nce ; ~ J I I ~  more es1)ecinlly with refrrrncc to frontier matters. In  the Tsong.tl11 
m e e t i ~ ~ g a  the Abbots of t.lie three groat rnon;isteries appear to he the preponderating 
iuf l~~t~~ice-held in consideration far al)ove the Sllapes or any ot,her Government ofici;lls, 
ant1 t l ~ i ~  i~ rr;itul;~l when are r.et.ollect that they are backetl I)y ;L f o l l o w i ~ ~ g  of above 20,000 
arrllctl I I I I I I  higotetl 1n1111k.r w i t l ~ i ~ ~  easy re:rcl~. 'I'htair views ant1 that of their brotlier 
Aljbots i i~om c~lsewlierc ~~n~loubtet l la .  Hway t , l~ r  assc.nibly and dictate the policy of the 
conntry. 'I'herr can be, in fact, no one to oppose tlle~n. l'he civil troops of Tibot are 
despic;rl)lt. antl numl~er  no rnorr t,l~an some 6,OUO altogether. 

110 h i s  reqnestetl the .longpm to supply us, as far ;IS he can, with what supplies we 
retl~iire as s st;rntling ortler ; : I I I ~ ~  the .longpev appears glad enough to make all the profit 
he  can out of so favonr;ible an opportunity. 

Enclosure 23 in NO. 129. 

1 ,~ t te r  ,front ('o/mir/ If1. I?. J ' o ~ I ~ L ~ / ~ I u . ~ / ) / I ~ ~ I / ,  C.l.Ji., J~rit;.s?t Con171~i,~sioner, Tibet 
11 rorttier Co.rrtnlissioit, to t l~e  Secr~ttrr!/ to t111, (;o~lo-nnrent of I t ~ h a ,  ilz the 
I~'OTI';~~L D ~ l , ( l r t n ~ ~ , t / t ,  dut1'12 J<h(~lr~l)(i JOI I~ ,  the 27/11 July,  1903. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to forward a despatch just received, dated the 24th 
June, 1903, with its translation in English, from the  Chinese Resident a t  
Lhasa, in reply to  His  Excellency the Viceroy's despatch of the 3rd idem. 



Annexure. 

i'ii, ~ltincsc! ~nzprJ.lp,.ifrl kesid13~%t a t  Lhasn, cllat-gd roitlh tlrr! adtnittist?.alJon of Tibetah 
aflici~s, B,*cuct Lieutenant-@r3?icl.nl r?ftlre dIrt?tcIt~i, 13'riga&!, ,kc., to FTis E.rccllcncy llte 
Right IIono~rruble Boron CIC?*PO~L (?f iirdleulon, p.C., (;.M.S.I., ~ f . ~ i f . [ . ~ . ,  kc., kc., 
Vice?.oy a n d  Goue~-ttot*-Gerr.r?-nl of I t t~ l i r~ ,  dated L/t(tsw, h.u~t.,lg H.sil. 29th yeat*, 
5th Moon, und 29th d a y  (24th June,  1903). 

(Translation.) 
Youn E~CELLENCY,  

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt,, on the '2lst instant, of Your 
Excellency's despatch, dated the 3rd Junr ,  1903, ;l11,1 underat,al~d its c0ntent.s. We should 
now discnss and 8ett.le any mattera. Laat year in July I depute~l Prefect Ho, Kuanq-h~ieh 
of the 3rd rank and decorated with the  peacock'^ Feather, to proceed to frontier to discuss 
matters, anti the Yatung Commissioner, Pilrr, t.lecorat.ed wich t h ~ !  llrd class of t,he lmperi 11 
Order of 1)ouble Dragon, Jaint Commissiouer. But last year in September Mr. Ho had 
to return to Lhasa 011 account of ill~iess, which it was inlpossible to foresee ; therefore, 
h.: did not meet Your Excellency's Commissioner, which was trauly unfortunate. When 
Mr. Ho had recovered, I instructed him quickly to return to Yatung, where he has I IOW 

awaited Your Excellency's Deputy for over half a year. I was much pleased to receive 
Your Excellency's despatch, and learn that Your Excellency hilcl clepntecl Colonel Yo~lng- 
husband, a Resident in  Your Political Department, and the Pulitical Officer in Sikkim, 
Mr. White, LO meet at Khamba Jong on the 7th July to discuss matters. 1 sin- 
cerely wish both countries to cliscuss and settle any matters in  a friendly spirit, 
and now still depute Mr. Ho, in  conjunction with MI.. Commissioner Piirr, to 
quickly proceed and discuss matters. hfr. Ho is a civil oliicial of the 3 r J  rank, and 
Commissioner Parr holds the 3rd class of the Imperial Order of the Double Dragon, truly 
of equal rank to the Co~nmissiouard deputed by Pour Excellency, so both sides should 
discuss all matters in  a friendly manner. With regard t,o the Tibetan officials, I have 
commi~riicated with the Dalai Lama, and he has deputed his Chief Secretary, Lo-Pu-Ts'ang 
Ch'Bng-lo, and Wang-ch'ii Chieh-Pu, Depon of Lhasa, and decorated with the Peacock's 
Feather, to proceed and negotiate in conjunclion with the Chinese Commissioners. But 
I understand that Khamba Jong is in  Tibetan territory ; therefore, the British Com- 
missioners and the Chinese and Tibetan Commissioners deputed by me are only able to 
rendezvous at  the bounda.ry near the grazing grounds fixed by t,he Conventiol~ of 1890. 
Moreover, Your Excellency informs me that the 7t,h of J l ~ l y  is the date fixed. When I 
received Your Excellency's despatch there were t.11e11 ollly a little ;over 10 days for m e  to 
instruct Mr. H o  and Commissiouer Parr to proceed to I<hamba from Yatnng, and also to 
depute the Tibetan officials and get ready our baggage. I fear, therefore, t.hat it  will be 
impossible for all to arrive up to time, but have notwithstanding urged my Commissioners 
to use despatch. I sincerely hope that some plan can be discussed by which frontier and 
trade relations can be settled, and thus the long-standing friendship existing between our 
countries, also the friendly relations existing with Tibet may contiuue. I therefore write 
this communication and beg Your Excellency's kind consideration. 

A necessary despatch. 

Enclosure 24 in No. 129. 

(Extract.) 

I lravc tllc ]lonour to report t1ia.l lnsl night Cul)tnin P a r r  informed me 
tha t  ;I I)cl,utS froln tllc Taslri La.nrn woulcl call ul)oli me to-day " to  demand 
t.hc lacason of our  ;lrmetl 1,rcsenct: wit,hin the country of his angust, ma.ster, 
and to  I . C ~ ~ N ( \ S ~  olu. immediat ,~ witl~cl~awal." I \voultl have been within my 
 right,^ in refusing to ~.eceivc him as he was  rot tleputocl by either t . 1 ~  Chinese 
or thc IJhnsit. ;~l t t . l l~r i t ics;  but thew Ti1)ctans arc so ignorant that I do not 
like to lose ;my opport1lnity. I therefore consented to receive him. 
The Depaty sn.itj lie hncl been sent. by the  Tnshi Lama t o  represent 
to 11s t h a t  he was 1)ut --bo.-peet- 4;mrrirle---with the  Llinsa authw 
ritics hy oar  ~ ~ r c x n c e  herc ;  t.hat tho Ll~asn, authorities heltl him rc-. 
s].'onsible for permitting us  to  cross t he  frontier;  and he begged tha t  I would 



kindly save him from this trouble by withdrawing across the  frontier or to 
Yatung, which was the place fixed for meetings of this kind. I explained 
to him and his associates very carefully that  Mr. White and  I had been 
sent tr, discuss certain frontier and trade matters with delegates who would 
be appointed by the Chinese and Tibetan Governments, and that  the place 
where these negotiations should be carried on was a matter for decision by 
nly Governnient in co~rsultation with t.he Chinese Government. I n  this 
nlattcr of the meeting place for negotiations 1 had absolutely no discretion. 
They t.llen said that  they would petition t,he Chinese : and I told them the 
ilniban had already represented the ma.tter to  his Government: and that  
all we officials on the spot could do was to  abide by the decision which our 
Governments had come to. I then explained to them, for the  benefit of 
tlieir master, the reason of our presence here : how they had without pr* 
vocation attacked our troops in Sikkim : how we had defeated them: how 
the Amban had come and interceded for them: how we had concluded a. 
Treaty arranging for trade a t  Yatung and fixing the boundary of Siltltirn a t  
the wate.r-parting between tlic Teesta Rivcr and the rivers of Tibet: how 
t.liey had prevented traders from trading, knocked down the boundary 
l~illars, and occupied places on the Indian side of the boundary : and how 
we had comc to revise this Treaty and see that  i t  would be observed in 
i'nture. They replied that  they knew nothing of the Treaty, as i t  was con- 
cluded by the Amban and not by themselves: and they could not be re- 
sponsible for observing it. I said that  tha t  was precisely the reason for 
our presence here in Tibet. We wished now to, make a new Treaty here, 
where Tibetans themselves could take part  in the negotiations, so that  
they would not in fut.ure be able to say that  they knew nothing about it. 
They laughed again and thought this a reasonable argument: but they 
said that,, as it. was the Lhasa people and not themselves who had broken 
the Treaty, we ought to  go to Yatung and make the new Treaty there: 
and they begged me to get leave from the Viceroy to move there and so 
save the Tashi Lama f r o n ~  trouble. I told t.hein that, in the first 
place- they also had broken the Treaty by crossing the boundary 
ancl occupjing Giaogong; and, in t,he second place, we must regard 
'1iheta.n~ as all one people, and hold all res1,onsil)le for the actions 
of each. The Tashi Lama must make np his differences with the 
Lhasa authorities in  his own way: and a t  any rate he could write 
and say t.hat t.he English gave no t.rouble a t  Khamba Jong for we had taken 
special care to a,void giving trouble of any sort to the country-people: we 
had brought everything with us: and we had paid liberally for anything 
t,hat hat1 been voluntal-lly brought us for sale. The Deputy hastily replied 
that it was not we who gave the trouble, but the Chinese and Lhasa oficials, 
who came to negotiate with us and who t.ook everyt,hing by force. 
Little more of importance passed, and on taking leave the Deputy 
said he wonltl give my message of thanks to the Tashi Lama, and he asked 
that  we would be friendly towards him. I said we had no wish to be any- 
t.hing else : that  we hat1 not, see11 a.nv signs yet of the Tibetans wishing to be 
friendly to  us, but, directly they showed any friendly inclination towards us, 
t,hey rnigi~t he sure we would rrleet tliem half way. The impression 
left 11~)o"rie by this interview is that. these Tibetans, though exces- 
sively childish, are very pleasant, cheery 1 )eg le  and, individually, 
prohaldv not a t  all batlly rlisposetl towarcls 11s. Perhaps, too, t,hese 
Shigatse people are a, triflr less bigoted than their I,hasa hrethren. 
Another point which seemed to l je clear from thc conversation is that  there 
is considerable frictioll betwee11 the Sl~igntse arltl t l ~ e  Lllasa ~ , e o ~ ) l e  Ant1 
us there is also friction between t ~ l e  Chinese and the Tibetan deleptcs, the 
party with whom we shall soon commence negotiations are considerably 
divided amongst themselves. 



Enclosure 25 in No. 129. 

From Colonel 1'. E. Youn,yhusbntt~~, C.I.E., Khnlnbu Jotzg, to the florei!ytr. 
Secretary, Sit?ala, tinted I ~ I ~ n n ~ t ~ a  JO~LIJ,  the 2nd (dc.sp,itchcil ,t'ron~ Gnngtol; 

.lt~L) A U ~ ~ L S ~ ,  inus. 
(Tolegraphic.) 

l'ersistent runlour of intended attack 011 us. We are s t rong l~  
entrenched in open with ,Maxim, and ljerfectly readj.. Mr. 110 is preparcd 
to bolt, but Tibetan delegatc vcry bumptious and confident. 

Enclosure 26 in No. 129. 

$rd?tl the Forei!l~z Scarrtnry, Simln, to Colonel F. E. I'o~ttzghusbnnd, 
C.I.E., Gu)~,~jtorl., tlctled t l~e  5tl~ iluyust, 1!)03. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your telegram, 2nd Augu,t, regal~ling rul~lours of attack. Do you 
consider i t  advisable to employ secoild Pioneer regiment on improvemenls 
to mule track between Raiotdong and Tangu? 

Enclosn~~c 27 in No. 129. 

lf'rom thc I~hreiyn St~crettrr?~, Sirtda, to Colonel If'. 13. I 'c~ut~,~hi~sband, 
C.I.E., Gat~~jtoll., dated t l~c  10th Au!yust, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Before replying to Ambail's letter of 24th June,  Viceroy will await 
receipt oi othcial translation of further letter. l'lcase consult Wilton 
and advise as to replies which should be given, especially a s  to Amban's 
status compared with your own rank, and as to suitability of Tibetan and 
Chinese delegates. If you recommend refusal to recognise those now de- 
puted, please explain clearly of what status Chinese and Tibetans, re- 
spectively, should be. 

Enclosure 28 in No. 129. 

Ebom C;)lortel I f :  1;. 2'outz~g/~lillrsb~ztzd, C. I.E., I<hambu J O I L ! ~ ,  to thc fircigtl 
&lo.(,tnrr/, Sinzln, dateti /Lhanzbn Jot!/, the Sth ((i~sputcI~e(2 ,f'rot~z Guntocl; 
on 1 1 tlb) dii!lu,st, 19 03. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Wilton, arrived yesterday evening, thinks Tibetan officials of too low 
rank, and that  Assistant Resident should represent the Chinese, and a 
Memher of Council Tibetan Gove~,nment. I n  this view I agree. 

Ericlosuisc 29 in No. 129. 

L~attor (rotjt, ( " ~ / ~ t t ( , l  lfl. I?. 1 ~ 0 ~ 1 ~ 1 ~ ~ 1 1 t 1 ~ ~ 1 ~ ~ 1 t 1 ~ ~ ,  C. 1. I$., llriti.41 C 1 t , ~ n ~ ~ t i . ~ . ~ i o t ~ ~ ~ r ,  Tilwt 
l f ' ro t t t i~~ .  ~ ~ o t t ~ t t ~ i , s . ~ i o ~ ~ ,  to llbc S"hrctury to tlu: (;ou~~rntttctzt of I t~ditl ,  ;,A tltc 
1~'0t-ci!gtt / )rp~rt tu(~tz t ,  ( / I I ~ C I /  I</t~itnb~t .Jot~!g, tltc :; 1st / I / / ! / ,  l!)~:;. 

1 havc tllc honou~, to  submit a tlcsj):~tch, tlntcd thc  2 ls t  July, 1903, 
from t,hc Chirlesc &sitlciit at Lhi~sa to His Il;seellc~~cy the Viceroy. An 
English t~-nnslntion furnished by aC:~l)tain I'nrr is also enclosed. The 
despatch is a reply to my letter to the Chinese Resident, a. copy of which was 
forwarded to you with my Icttcr, dntcd thc 14th Julj., 1003. 



Annexure. 

Yii ,  Cltincse ~~t rpc~ , . in l  Ii'csirle~~t at Lhasa, chargcd zuitJr, the dnzi t~is tr-atron of T~Oetctn 
c~fiflrrirs Hrrllct-Lit rctet~ntlt-Cfano.nl tu' Ihe 11fanc.ltzl i31-1gc~rIc; kc., to His hkcelle~tcy t?he 
l{rgltt tIo11oro~u11le B~LI.OIL CILT=O~, oJ' Kedl(~ston. P.C., G.M.S.I., G.ill.I.E., &c., &c., 
I'icor.o!l antl Goverrror-Gene/-a1 of India, dated Lhusa, h - w u ~ ~ g - l t ~ u  23th year, 
5th Inter ~nontlr, c ~ n d  87th day  [21st July,  19031. 

(Translation). 
YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

I hat1 receive11 n despatch lrom Tour Excellency's Frontier Commissioner, Colonel 
l'ounghnsbantl, in whicli he states as follo\vs : [The \\hole of Col. Yourighusband's letter 
to tho B ~ u b a n  of 12th July 11103, is herc quoted.] 

With regard to deputing representatives for the discussion of matters, I have already 
informed Your Excellency in my despatch, dated the 24th June, 190:1, which is on 
record. I now learn from Colonel Younghusband's despatch that both countries still wish 
to arrive at a friendly settlement, and have also instructed my Commissioners to act in  
accordance with this. There is absolutely no truth in the rumour, referred to by Colonel 
Younghusband, concerning the Dalai Lama's tour in  Western Tibet. Up  to the present 
time the Tihetans have refused to hold friendly intercourse with foreigners, and have even 
rejected all communications from this source. If Colonel Younghusband desires to 
personally xnrrt t h r  Dalai Lama. it is trnly most difficult for me t o  aqsist him, which 
111:ittcr I beg Your 1Cscrllenry to rxplni~l  to him. Again, Yonr Excellency'~ despatch, 
cli~lctl thc :;re1 Juue, 1!103, statcs tl~;it  Your 13xcellrncy had appointee1 Colonel You~ighusband, 
a licvitle~it in your. I'oliticnl clepartmcnt, to procecd to the frontier and discuss antl settle 
matters : now, l~owever, 1 hi~vc rc,ceived a despatch from Colonel Younghusband in which 
he describes himself as " British Imperial Resident." I beg Your Excellency kindly to 
inform me whether Colonel Younghusband is really deputed by Your Excellency, or is 
he an Imperial Resident appointed by your Government and of equal power to Your 
Excellency, so that I may be able to communicate with him. I beg Your Excellency's 
kind consideration of this communication. A necessary despatch. 

Enclosure 30 in N o .  129. 

D i a r y  kept by Captain W. F. O'Conno?*, d,(rring the Tibet Fvontier Mission. 

(Extract.) 

6 t h  .JII/!/, 1903.-Fine morning : solnc cu l l~~r lus  clouds driEting north. Maximum, 
I c ~ u p r r a t ~ ~ r c ,  759O ; ininirnam, 42.5O. 

Mr. Whit(-, i~ccompanic-(1 by C;~ptain Rcbthune ant1 Mr. Bailey, rodc out to the Kozo hot 
~11ri11gb: ahout 10 i1.m. At 11, Mr. Ho's interpretrr came into camp with n despatch from 
the 1l111b:ln to thv Viccbroy, in reply to C'olonc.1 Yonnghu~hand's tlespatch to the Amban. 
He gave a verhal tri~nslation of tlie despatcll. The Knmar and 1 then rode out to the KOZO 
hot springs, where we joined Mr. White, and we all rode back together by a different 
route, visiting. two of local rug factories on the wpy. We found the valley of the Yaru 
C:hn, when WP rodp along it, studclerl with small v~llages and well cultivated with crops of 
l);rrlrj, I I O ~  111 char an11 giving a ti ftv-foltl rcntnrn. The rugn are made by the villagers 011 a 
wlrnl~lt: Corn) ot hantl-loo~n, one Inan tnruinq out ;L rug in three to tivc- daya. We wirtcl~p(l 
thtt process of rn;~n~~l;icture, anrl Cave :L few rupren " bncksl~ish" to thtb ]Boor 11roplv. The 
t t ~ ~ i p e ~ r t u r c :  of the holtt,st hot spring ;kt Kozo in 185', or very nearly boiling p o ~ n t  at this 
rlev.~tion. On return to camp we found that Captain lJarr, the Chinese .Joint Conimissioncr 
h ~ d  i~rr ivc~~l .  H c  i~ stnyiny in n tent providecl by Mr. Ho near the Khamha village. 

27t1t .Jlrl!l.-E'inc, nlonling, Intt nky ovcbrca~t with cloud. Maximiirn tcmperaturc 71.9'; 
U I ~ I I ~ I I I I I I I ~  33". 

.\ tiny sl11~18l i r ~  c;1~1'1> \vitliont iucitlc-nt. ,\ tlelc.g;ttc. from Shig:~tsc-, it (!l~ang-t1eo.p~ 
nilnlctl tin-clu-la, 11:~s ;rrrivrtl at l<ll;un~l~;r .long, and ifl living in tcnt~i ncnr the villi~gc.. 

18/11 J~rl!l.-.-I line I)riyh( molming.. Maximum tcmperaturc (i7.5" ; rn in in~r~m 11 l o  

Th,. Jo11g11en and the forrl~er .J~~ngl ,cn came into cam], i t b o ~ ~ t  noon, 1 . 1 1 ~  matt,c!r of 
t l ~ r  g rax in~ .  1 l~atl a long conversat.ion with them, autl fount1 the .Jongpon a bct.tcr 
i~~l 'o rn~ot l  innn t l ~ n r ~  might ht, c!sl)cctc~el. l l c  is actlu;~intcrl with our f o m ~  of UOVI-rnnlc-nl, 
;untl i~skvtl cl~~c.4ionw rcngxr~lin~ our M1~rn1rc.1~~ of ll:~rli;rment, Ac.; ;~n( l  hr a l ~ o  Knvc: mc: tiom(: 
inform;ution rcgrqlinx l hc T.hana (:ovrtrnmc~nt, nntl so on. Hc? in, in filc:t, vvry f r i r n t l t ~  illltl 
q~iita* rcarly ~ I I  Ialk whvn nonv of the, sc\iiior ollicialw arcb a11o11t. Hc thin is ill1 c:.rcec:p- 
t,in~ially tlrj- ycsar. 'I'l~r praziny crnrhcm was trctt,led t o  his satisfaction by an agreement lo 
yay a monthly sum for tho use of the land. 



The 350 Tibetan soldicrs coming from Crpangtse for the relief of the Phari garrison 
rcach~d T a k t s h o n ~  Gomp:~ on the 25th.  the^ wcrc, armed only with olrl-faehioned 
n~uskets, swortls, iml knives. They were uncler th11 command o f  on(, Rupotl and two 
Gyapon. Half of them have gone on to Pllari and 1li~If :ire said still to he I~altecl a t  
Taktshong. 

29th .J?cl?/.-A fine bright morning with all the mows showing up clearly. Maximum 
t,empcrature 7:3.5' : minimum temperature 36". 

At 12.30 p.m. tlic Tashi-Chcmpo dclcgatc Ba-dn-la, cnmc into camp bringing presents 
for the Commissioners. H e  m:ts receivcd by Coloncl Yourlghusbantl and Mr. Whit(.. 
(:olonel Youughusband bcgm by informing him of the visit of I3ogle ~ t l d  T ~ ~ r n c r  to 
Shigatse at  the close of h e  eighteenth century, and requested him to inform I'enchcn 
Kinprehc that their hospit,able receptioil had nevcr been forgotten by thc Indian Govcrtl- 
ment. Ba-du-la then spoke on behalf of the Tashi-Chempo Lama, infnru~iny the 
Commi~sioners that IChamba Jong is a portion of the province of Tsi~ng, and 80 under 
Tashi-Chempo, and that the Lh;~sa Government heltl Tashi-Chempo respor~sible for our 
violation of their territor;. ; and he, therefore, rcq~iest,etl that, the ~nission might return t,o 
Giaogong. Colonel Young1lnsl)and explained ti~at. t,his wits impossible, and the rnatter was 
debated at some length, as wa3 also Llie question of bile provision of supplies. Finally, the 
Commissioners' message to the Taslii Larna wils repeated, and the rlelegat,e withdrew. I n  
conversation with the I<ulnar of Sikkim afterw;rrds he explained t,l~nt he had underatnod 
the n r g ~ ~ m e n t s  used by us, l)ot that,, nevertheless, T:~shi-(:hernpo wits hcltl r e s ~ ) o ~ ~ s i b I ~ ~  by 
the Tsooq-du nr Assembly, for ; ~ n y  violatioli of Ts:ing territory and is bound to 1nn1;e a 
protest agirinst our presence, i~tlrl t,o do all possible t,o induce us to wit.hrlraw. Neither he 
norany of the Tibetans preaent seemed to have any knowledge regarding the viclits to 
Taslii-Chempo of Eogle and Turner. Ea-du-In is an elderly man of fine presence, who has 
been for more than twenty ye;ttBa in the service of t,hn Tashi-Chempo Government. 

30tl~ J ~ r l ! / ,  1903.-Clear morning. Rlaxitnurn temperature yesterday 70.5' ; minimum 
last night 36.5'. 

At 12 o'clock the Kumar of Sikkim and I rode down to pay a visit to the Tashi- 
Chempo Trensurer, Ha-du-la, at his tent just beyond the IChamba village. The old 
gentleman received us in a very friendly manner, and we sat chatting t'o him for a conplc 
oE hours. We brotight hirn down a number of illustrntetl papers in which lie was much 
interestetl, especially in portraits of the Icing and of the Chinese Empress, and he anti his 
friend8 were de l i~h te t l  with some photographs of Roman Cat,tiolic priests aud dignitaries, 
whose dresses reminded them strongly of the Lania vestments of Tihetan mouastrries. 
We took photographs of 1;a-dn-la antl his friends ant1 attendkrnt,~, ancl were ;ifterwards 
entertainetl at a Tibetan meal consisting of buttered-t,ea and other delicacies. Politics were 
avoided, and the conversatiort was confined to mutual enquiries rejiarding the customs, 
government, kc., of 8:ngland and Tibet. 

3lst .7ul,1/.-A cloudy morning. There was some min during the night and the rain 
gauge regislered .I2 inches. Maximum temperature 74.9" ; minimum 400. 

Tn the evening two Laclinng men, who hat1 been sent to Gyangtse, returned here. They 
saj that the people of tlit> c o ~ ~ n t r g  seem to be in an excited state, ant1 t,llat orders have been 
clent to Talipo ancl I<ongbo ant1 other provinccts for the nssembly of soldiers, but t,hat there 
is uo grt!;lt g,~thering ;is ye1 at  Gy~mgtse. The monlis of t,he t,liree great Lhasi~ lllonasteries 
have profe~setl thelnselves as ready to ~rlarcli out,, if required, but, the conntry people appear 
to clrea~l their tlepretlations more tlran thcy do auy tnovernerlt on o11r part. Tlie people 
I)etwecn hel-e ant1 Gyangtse are burying their householtl gootls antl driving their yalrs, kc., 
up into the hills. I11 fact., as might I)e exlwct,r(l from o ~ l r  presence hrre, so~nt? little 
excitement prevails, and there is tallc of resorting to arms should nc+gotiatious take ir 

wrong turn. Very likely a good deal of this is mere bluater. 

The two Tibetan officials had a long interview with Captain Parr to-day. 

1st  Aql,g~gust.-A cloudy morning. Maximum tempt,rature 68.8' ; minimum 42". 

2nd Alcgcrsl.-A cloudy morning. There was :I  light clriaxle during the night 
arno~~nting to .02 inches. 

We are having a regular spell of bad weather-sky overcast with heavy clouds and 
occasional light showers. hfaxitnatn tempc~ritture (i!1.2' ; minitnnm . l Z . > O .  

Two LacIlung men sent to Shigatse on tho 1Sth .July Ii:tve not, reburnerl, and it  seems 
not improbable that they have been stopped by the Tibetans and detained somewhere. I 
despatclled another man, a Tibetan, to Shigatse this morning to see if he can get word of 
them and to ,ring back what news he c:tn. The Ichamba Jong people keep a very close 
watch on our camp, and no one can conle or go wit,llont theil. Itnowing of it. Our watcher 
on the hills ahovc t,he .Tong brings in worrl this evening that a pnrt,y of 30 horsemen 
follnwetl hy solne 80 to 100 melt on loot, with 150 baggage anitnaln, arrived about noon 
t,o- lag :kt, a small ~rlon;let,ery (IJt.si), solne 4 or -5 miles nol.t,h of here from the direction of 
(;ynngt,se, and werc met there by tnessengers Front lihamha .long itnd Tinki .Ton I. 'l'ttey 
are said to be a part,y of monks, but their ~novernentn for this time of year are somewhat 
peouliar. 



Enclosure 31 in No. 129. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your tclegrnm, 5 August. White and I think that employment of 2nd 
Pioneer lteginlent on improvement of roads in Sikkim is advisable. Authori- 
tative information has reached me that several meetings of national 
councillors, of heads of monasteries and officials have been held a t  Lhasa, 
and instructions issued to Tibetan delegate here to refuse to negotiate a t  
ILhamba, Jon:, and, if wc advance, to  oppose us with force. Garrison 
in Chnmhi vnllcj-, a t  Gyantse, and Shigatse have been strengthened, and 
people throughout the province been ordered to hold themselves in readi- 
ness. General attitude of Tibetans is increasingly unfriendly, and is pro- 
bably due to  outside support. Chinese are as unable as in 1886 to keep 
them in hand. 

Enclosure 32 in No. 129. 

Front thr Forc;!/n Srrrrtnry,  Simlcr, to Cnlonrl F. E. Y o u n 9 h ~ l s h f l 1 ~ d ,  G.I.l<., 
Cinn!ltoX, t lnt~rl  i11c 15flt .1 I I , ~ U S ~ ,  I 903. 

Your telegram, 10th August. Orders being issued to move second 
Pioneer Regiment, early as possible, to Sikkim. 

Enclosure 33 in No. 129. 

Dinr!j krpt b?/ Cnplnin W .  F. O'Connor rltrrir~g tlrr T ~ h r t  Frontirr Mission. 

(Extract.) 

3rd Auptst ,  1903.-A cloudy morning, -03 inchee of rain yesterday. Maximum 
tcmperatllre ( i 5 ' 9 O  ; minimnm 405'. 

The Shigatsc olficer, Ra-du-la. with the old and the new J o n g p e n ~  came into camp 
about noon and were entcrtained by thc Kumnr, who showed them pictures and photo- 
qaphs .  While they were iu camp, Captain Bethune worked the Maxim gun which 
cxcitcrl their utmout autonishmcnt and evidently gave thrrn an increased rrspect for the 
power of modern :rrrnaments. I also showed them the books on Tnrnrr'u and Roglr's 
Missions to l';~shi-Chrmpo, which containetl ~)ictnres of places with which they were well 
:tcquaintc-d, and a copy of n Tihrtnn Irttrr frorn the I'enchen Rinpoche of that timc. 
adclrerwc'tl to 'I'ornf-r. After thi* tht, K u r n a ~  ant1 I rntt.rt;~iurtl them at  tiHin,and we 
parted on very i'riellrlly terms. 13x-~111-la, I found, l~nu a good acquaintance with the 
history of Tihet, more rspc2cially wlierr it  deals with the Gurltha and other campaigns. 

Lieutenant W. II. Leonard, I.hI.Y., arrived from Tirngu this aftcrnoon. 

4th Augtc.qt.-A lovely clear morning. Maximum temperature 71.8'; minimum 36'. 

hlr. Wllite and I, starting at 7.30 a.m., rode northwards along the Shigatse roatl. 
Crossing the Kedur Jlir just north of the Jong, we deecenclerl into the basin of the Yarn 
Chu, and crossing a sn~a l l  sitlfa utream reachetl Lung-dong village in the main vallej. 
Lung-dong is n large \illage (the l ~ r g ~ f l t  We ~ R V P  ~ e e n )  sitnatrd in a very rhelterc~tl ~ ; l l l e ~  
and surrounded by extt~nsive barley cultivation. Croesing the Yaru Chu hy a rongli utonc 
hridgr, we a~cended  lo the sun i~ni t  of a sn~a l l  p i ~ ~ s  (the '1'~-then La), ~)assing a little 
shallow lake (the Chin-chen THO) an route, and drscentlrd agaln into the bro:id pl:rin of 
the Chi Chn, the main sorrrce of the Aron. From the top of the Ta-chen 1,:~ we could s c ~  
the Shigatso track stretching away duo north, passing the large village of Kungma and 



crossing the central chain by what must be a very easy low pass. What. we saw corresponds 
on the whole very well with the accounts of native explorers. At Kungma barley is said 
to grow but  not to ripen ; it is used only as fodder. Worniwood bushes are plentiful as 
far as we could see, and there are other bushes which could be used as fuel on the summit 
and northern slopes of the Ta-chen La. I n  the big Kungma plain there is abundant 
grazing. Reaching the plain (where some yaks and sheep were grazing), Mr. White and I 
turned due west, and  ode along the flat until at the western edge of the plain we reached 
the banks of the Chi Chu, which flowing from the mount.ains to the north and north-east 
runs past Kangma, and skirts the western edge of the plain. I t  is a sluggish stream, 
averaging some 50 to 60 feet in width and two or tliree in depth and wit.h dirty discoloured 
water. I t  evidently carries down a quantity of clisintegrated material from the southern 
slopes of the central chain. Near it,s exit from the plain some 40 yaks were grazing. The 
graxing is good and the western surface of the plain well watered. The Chi Chu now 
runs down a narrow gorge wibh hills rising sorrle few hundred feet on either bank. We 
followed the stream down a well-marked path to its exit on to another wide m i d a n  some 
two to three miles further west,. Still follow in^; the stream we l~assed the large village of 
Gye-dong surrounded by barley cn1tiv;ition. Here we met a party of monks from Utsi 
Gompa, who were out on an expedition to levy supplies Lrom the villagers. Turning south 
we crossed a low pass, and passing close to Utsi Oompa we reached Iiharnba Jong at 
5 p.m. 

I t  is worth not,ing that we passed two colnpanies of traders doring the day-both 
going to Phari. The first party near I,~uig-dong were carrying salt to Phari from Shigatse : 
and the second, which we passed in the gorge of the. Chi Chu, were bringing in mustard 
oil from Chib-lung (north-west of Dobta). Various tracks from t , h i ~  part of the country 
converge at  Phari-the recognised trade mart. Rhamba Jong lies altogether away from 
the regular trade routes. 

The Icumar of Sikkim visited tllc Utsi Gompa during t,he day, but was refused 
admittance. I t  is said that some official or person of importance has arrived there, but we 
are unable to ascertain who it is. 

The climate at present. is delightful. Mild and warm like the pleasantest summer 
weather at home. 

A four-foot breastwork of sods and stones has heen completecl round the camp with 
an exterior ditch and flanking defences at  the four corners ant1 entrance. The exits are 
closed by barbed-wire gates at night. 

5th Azcgust.-Fine morning, but sky clouded. Maximutri temperature 74.5O; 
minimum 37.5'. 

A quiet day in camp. A constant stream of iupplies keeps coming to the Jong 
from the surrounding country, and ulessengers continually pass to and fro, day and night. 
The two Tibet,an officers still remain shut 1111 in the Jong, and We have no communication 
with them whatever. 

Enclosure 34 in No. 129. 

From Colonrl I*: E. l'orl~~ghvsband, G.1.13., I\r/ttcmba Jotiy, to the F'ureign 
Secretary, Sinil<c, dated lihnnlbtz Jorzg, thr 15th [despalchetl jkum iVyerno 
(SihAim) 012 17th] -4ugust, 1903. 

i' (Telegraphic.) 

I have despatched 10th August official translation of Amban's reply 
to despatch, 31st July. I have consulted Wilton, and advise that  Viceroy 
should reply to Amban's letter that  he does not appear to have recognised 
the importance which Viceroy attaches t,o present negotiations, nor the 
high rank the Commissioner, who is entitled to deal and correspond directly 
with Amban in sanle way as Consul-General and Consul deal with Pro- 
vincial Governor and Governor-General in China; that  i t  is most important 
that he shoulcl so deal directly with Amban; that delegates now appointed 
are not of sufficiently high rank to negotiate with British Commissioners; 
and that  Associate Resident, sometimes known as Assistant Resident, 
should be deputed to represent Chinese, and a C~nncillor, the Tibetans. 



Enclosure 35 in (No. 129. 

Diary kept Irfy Captain T.V. F. O'Connor during the Tibet Frontier Misszon. 

(Extract.) 

6th Augllst, 1903.-Dull cloudy morning. Maximum temperature 75.5'; minimum 
3 7 - 5 O .  

There is  a rumour this morning to the effect that the two Lachung men who have 
been detained at Shigatse have been beaten as well as imprisoned. From all me know 
regarding Tibetan methods of administering justice, this is more than probable. Two 
small military officers (Ding-pon or, as they are generally called here, Ske-ngo) arrived at  
the Jong this morning from Shigatse. I t  appears that there has been some question of 
supplying the two Tibetan officers mith an escort of similar strength to ours, and that 
these men actually started, but were stopped by the I-equest of the officials themselves. 
They are now halted near Rlre on the other side of the mountains on the Shigatse road. 
These Ding-pon have come to ask for instrnctions. I t  has been arranged that Mr. White 
is to call on Chinese Commissioners to-morrow re the detention at  Shigatse of the 
Lachung men, and bhe Tibetan Commissionsrs have also been requested to be present. 

7th August.-Dull cloudy morning. Maximum temperature 72.8' ; minimum 39.9'. 

Two men returned from a tour round the Sikkim frontier report that the troops in 
Chumbi, who were I-elieved a few days ago by 250 fresh men, are still in  the valley, but 
are expected at  Ta-tsang Gompa in a few days. At present there is double garrison in 
Chumbi. They say all the passes round about are being watched, and that they were 
followed here from near Ta-tsang by two Tibetans. 

At 12.30 Mr. White and I rode down to Captain Parr's camp where Mr. White was 
met by Captain Parr, Ho, and the Tung-yig-Chembo-the De-pon being indisposed. 
Mr. White referred to the report that two British subjects had been caught and 
imprisoned at Shigatse, and begged that enquiries might be set on foot by the Tibetan 
authorities, and that the men might be returned to Iillamba within ten days. The Tung- 
yig-Chembo said he had no cognisance of the matter, but that he would make enquiries ; 
and he said that ten days was not sufficient for an enquiry to be made, and he requested 
a longer time. Mr. White, however, insistrd upon a minimum period of ten days and 
closed the interview. The Tung-yig-Chembo was obviously uneasy throughout. There 
can be little doubt that he is perfectly well accluaillted mith all the facts of the case. But 
he made no promise to comply with Mr. White's wishes in  the matter, or to secure the 
release of the two Lachung men. H e  argued t l ~ n t  they were well aware that they were 
not allowed to go to Shiqatse. In reply to this, we pointed out to him that iE this were so, 
the men should have been stopped and turned back, but that their imprisonment and 
possible punishment was an unjustifiable procec~tling as between two friendly nations. 

Mr. Wilton of the Chinese Consular Service arrived here this evening from Tangu 
after a long journey from Chungking. 

Late in the evening a letter written i n  Chineae and Tibetan was received from 
Mr. Ho. 

St11 A~i,qr~,st.-Clear morning. Maximum temperature GD" ; minimum 36.5'. .06 
inches of rain yesterday. 

Mr. Ho's letter was merely a protest written on l~ehalf of the Tibetans to say that ten 
days was not sufficient to conflact their enquiries regartling the Lachung men and 
requesting more time. The letter was returned to Captain Parr, at his request, as it had 
been written without his knowledge or manction. A young Tibetan sent to Shigat,se on 
the 1st. returned t,his morning with the news that the Lachnng men have certainly been 
captured and impriaoned, and that he hears they have been beaten once. 

9111 Atigrc.~t.-Horizon cle;tr to the eouth. ('louds overhead ; maximum temperature 
76.5" ; minimum :3(;.Z3. 

News receivc~d this morning that all our milk-yaks which hat1 been grazing in a 
valley near by have rliual)pearell in the night, together with the two yak herds. The 
yaks were not our property, but bvlonged to some E'hari men, who have cviclently been 
frightened away. All they left h'hinrl werr our two milk-cans lying in the middle of the 
maidan. I have sent to try and find out what has become of them. The Sikkim men 
who were living in the village here have been trl~.netl out by their 1;tndlord a8 he i~ afraid 
to harbour them any longer. ('aptain Parr returned Ho's letter with a translation of the 
Chinese copy. 

10th A ~ L ~ I C S ~ ,  1903.-Dull cloudy morning, .08' of rain yesterday. Maximum 
tempenrture 72.5" ; minimum 41-5", 

9 , .  



11th August.-Cloudy morning. .02" rain yesterday. Maximum temperature 72" ; 
minimum 42". 

Mr. White and I, starting at  H a.m. : ~ n d  accompanied by the Kumar of Sikkim, rode 
out slmost due west across the Ichamba Jong plain (called the Chumo Tang). After 
about four miles we reached the valley of a st'ream which, flowing from the snows of the 
Sikkim frontier towards the north, fertilises a wide bed in this arid country. I t  is the 
same stream on which I halted for one night in  my exploration of this country i n  
1896. The bed of the stream is wide and grassy, varying from quarter to three-quarters 
of a mile in  width, and there are three or four villages dotted here and there, wide grassy 
and rushy pastures, and some very fine barley cultivation. Following down the left side 
of this valley, we reached after about a mile or so the junchion of this stream with the 
main valley of the Yarn Chu or Amu, which likewise flows in a wide grassy bed with 
villages and cultivation at intervals. The Yaru Chu, where we reached it, turns due west, 
and flowing through on rather narrow gorge, debouches into the wide plain of Tinki  Jong 
just beyond. Climbing one of the side-hills of the gorge, we had a fine view of the Tinki 
Jong plain to the west. Tbe river, leaving the gorge, turns to the right (northwards), and 
skirting the nort,hern slopes bounding the plain, tlows i n  a wide semi-circle passing the 
Tinki Jong and other villages, and runs away due west, where it  enters another narrow 
ravine bounded by high hills on each side, and so disappears from view. I t  afterwards 
turns south into Nepal. The ~lorthern half of the Tinki plain, where wat,ered by the 
Amu, is grassy and fert,ile, but the southern half is dry, bare, and arid. I t  is crossed, 
however, by two small streams flowing from the Sikkim frontier, i n  the bed of each of 
which is one village. The distance from Khamba Jong to our point of observation is 
about nine miles, and this stretch of coont,ry is the barest we have traversed. From 
within about one mile of t,he Jong to as far as we could see westwards the country is  
absolutely bare-even the small wormwood bushes, which we are using here as fuel, 
ceasing entirely. Similarly with the country to thesouth. But even this desolate country 
can support sheep and goat,s, of which we saw several large flocks numbering sevoral 
hundred each ; and in the valleys of the stream, yaks, cows, mules, ponies and donkeys 
were grazing. The country, in fact, is by no means so barren and devoid of 'supplies as 
a first view woulcl incline one to suppose. Heavy rail1 carnt, on about 1 p.m., and me rode 
hastily back to camp. 

hlr. Bailey took out a arnall reconnoitring patrol of three mounted sepoys and two 
Sikltim men, and rode out to Icungmo on the Shigatse road. The two Siklcim men were 
sent on ahead, and were stopped, as before, by the villagers, bat  the patrol then rode 
through the village and for some little distance beyond, meeting with no other interference 
than protests fro111 the people. 

Rain fell steadily all the afternoon zuld e v e n i ~ ~ g .  

12th dvgz~st.-A dark, clo~ldy morning. fell tlurilig the night, slid .5!)" was 
registered. Maximum temper~tnre  68.5"; m i n i r n ~ ~ m  40". Some little damage has been 
done to the Jong by the rain. I n  one place the stones which formed the foundation on 
the rock have fallen away, leaving a large gap. The whole of the old builtling is full of 
great craclts and must be very insecure. The Teling Iiusho called again on the Kumar 
to-day, and I had a long conversation with him. He is a very interesting man-fat and 
good natured-and most talkative. Like most of the Tmng people, he cortlially dislikes 
and fears the Lhasn Governmelit. He gave me some interesting clebils regarding the 
parts of Tibet he has visited and solue information about the semi-indepentlent district of 
Po-yul, which he tells me has now sub~nitted to T,has;~ influence. There are three Cl~iefs 
in Po-yul he tells me, one of whom, a stiff-necked 1.1iffix11, always upheld his independence. 
He, however, tlied ;I few yenrs ago, and since then the country has been ~ubordinated to 
Lhasa. The country is famous for its supply of musk. He also gave me some 
information regarding the method of collecting the revenue of the conntry, which appears 
to vary in  every province and almost in every district. His own little estate ilt Teling is 
rent-free. I l e  shrars his sheep next month, and the wool is all made into blankets and 
clothing : he has practically none surplus for export. What little trade he does is with 
the W;~lloong people of Eastern Nepal, who bring in dyes and some cloths from Darjeeling, 
and exchange them for the w o o l l e ~ ~ s  of the country. He t e l ! ~  me that he, in common with 
all the inhabitants of this part of Tibet, practically hibernate during the winter. The 
winds, 110 mys, are fearfully colcl, an11 the air fell  of sand and dust. No one ever emerges 
from his house unless obliged to. 

I hear from some Sikltim men that t,he relieved garrison of Phari is now on its way 
hack towards Gyantse, but the informat,ion is rather doubtful. There are still a couple of 
tents ond Rome half dozen Tibetans at  Giaogon~. 

hfr. Hhen, Mr. HO'H interl~reter,  has been clismissetl, ant1 leaves here for Yatung in a 
day or two. 

A light rain fell dnrinq the whole daj-. 



Enclosure 36 in No. 129. 

Letter jrona His E,zcellzncy the Viceroy told Governor-(;enera qf India to His 
L'.rcefle~icy I'lc: C h i ~ ~ e s e  Inil~eriul Basiciei~t at Lhasn, Brevet-Lieutenant- 
General c r J  the ,Mutzc~lr~~ L'ri!/aclr, dated Sil,ila, the 25th Bu//ust, 1903. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 2nd August, of 
Your Excellency's letter, dated the 24th June, 1903, replying to my despatch 
of the 3rd June. I an1 much pleased to learn from your communication 
tha t  you are  so sincerely desirous that  the questions a t  issue should be dis- 
cussed and settled in a friendly spirit. 

2. You inform me that  on your part you have deputed Mr. Ho, a 
civil official of the third rank, and Commissioner Parr ,  who holds the third 
class of the Imperial Order of the Double Dragon: you observe that  these 
officers are truly of equal ;.ank with the British Commissioners. On this 
point I fear that  Your Excellency is under some misconception. You are 
already aware of the  great importance of the matters now before us, and 
of the desirability of settling them without delay, before they have 
developed into complications of serious gravity. I n  view, moreover, of the 
fact that  in December, 1902, the Wai-wu-pu had written to His Britannic 
Majesty's Charg6 d'Affaires a t  Peking that the Chinese Government, attach- 
ing deep importance to international relations and regarding this question 
as of great importance, had specially appointed Yu Tai to proceed with 
all speed and negotiate with Mr. White, who a t  that  time was the highest 
British officer concerned, I deemed i t  advisable to appoint as the British 
representative an officer both of high rank and of special experience and 
ability. Colonel Younghusband, whom I selected for the purpose with the 
concurrence of the Government of His Majesty the King-Emperor, is, as I 
previously explained, a Resident in the Political Department of the 
Government of India and also a Colonel in the Indian Army, and, as such, 
an officer of far higher status than the Chinese Commissioners, neither of 
whom is, in my opinion, qualified either by his official position or by his 
diplomatic experience to take the principal part in these weighty discus- 
sions. His Excellency Yu Tai has not yet, I understand, reached Lhasa, 
and i t  is possible tha t  some delay may occur before he is alble to confer 
with Colonel Younghusband. Pending his arrival, I have little doubt that  
your own participation in the negotiations would be the surest means of 

aving the way to a friendly and satisfactory settlement; failing that, 
{owever, I feel sure that  on further consideration Your Excellency will 
agree with me in thinking that  the only other Chinese official in Tibet, 
who can snitably be charged with the important function of conferring with 
the British representatives, is the Assistant Amban, who is associated with 
you as your colleague. 

3. As regards the Tibetan representatives, you inform me that  the 
Dalai Lama, a t  your request, has deputed his Chief Geclbetary, Lo-Pu-Ts'ang 
Ch'8ng Lo, and Wang-ch'u Chieh-Pu, Depon of Lhasa. 1 am obliged to 
you for so readily acceding to my proposal that  your delegates should be 
accompanied by envoys from the Tibetan Government. But in the case 
of these officials also, their rank is neither equal with that  of the British 
Commissioners, nor appropriate to the negotiations in hand. Apart, more- 
over, from the cluehtion of their status, the Tibetan representatives have, 
by their behaviour tlnring the short period since their arrival a t  Khamba 
Jong, shonrl themselves entirely unsuited for diplomatic intercourse. I 
will not lveary Your Excellency with accounts of the many instances of 
their discot~rtesp and obstructiveness which have been reported to me, but 
I may mention, as evidence of their unfitness, that  when on the second day 
after his arrival Colonel Younghusband proposed to hand to them a memo- 
randum explanatory of the previous relations between India and Tibet 
and of the questions now a t  issue, these Tibetan envoys professed them- 
fielvcs unable even to  accept the document. With such persons negot~a- 
 ions are impossible; I feel confident that you will a t  once recognise the 
necessity of substituti~lg for them more suitable delegates; and I would 



suggest, for your consideration, that  the Tibetan Government should be 
invited to depute a  councillor of the Dalai Lama accompanied by a high 
member of the National Assembly. 

4. As regards the place of negotiation, I am a t  a loss to understand 
the objections raised by Your Excellency to the selection of Khamba Jong 
which, I understood, was considered sultable by you. A t  any rate, I a m  
unable to hold out any hope of the withdrawal of the British Commis- 
sioners from that  place, so long as the Tibetans maintain their present 
unfriendly and impracticable attitude. During the present season of the 
year the climate a t  IChamba Jong is agreeable, and i t  is, as I have already 
explained, the nearest point in Tibet to the disputed boundary. It is 
impossible for our officers to stay on the mountain top where tha t  bound- 
ary lies. Besides, the  present negotiatioils must be conducted in Tibet, as 
the fornler Convention which the Tibetans have repudiated was concluded 
in India, and His Majesty's Government are not prepared to  allow a similar 
repudiation of any agreement a t  which we may now arrive. The winter is, 
however, approaching and, unless very early steps are  taken to complete 
the present negotiations, i t  may be necessary for my Commissioners to  
select some other place in Tibet for passing the winter, as Colonel Young- 
husband has been informed by your representatives tha t  the climate of 
Khamba Jong (luring that season is unsuitable. 

5. I n  addition to  your letter of the 24th June,  I have also received 
your communication of the 21st July, in which, in reply to a letter from 
Colonel Younghusband, you write to me enquiring as to that  officer's 
position. I regret that, in view of illy previous assurance as to Colonel 
Younghusband's high rank, you should have treated him so discourteously 
as to refuse to reply to his letter and to question his status. I may remind 
Your Excellency that  in China i t  is the custom for British Consuls to  
correspond direct with Viceroys of Provinces, and I am sure that, when 
you consider this fact in connection with my preceding remarks regarding 
the rank of Colonel Younghusband, together with the circumstance that  
the Government of His Majesty the King-Emperor have deputed as his 
assistant and subordinate Mr. Wilton, an officer who has recextly held the 
post of Consul in China, you will a t  once recognise that  the British Com- 
missioner is entitled to  expect not only that  you will reply to  his communi- 
cations, but also that  in every other respect you will co-operate with him in 
the most cordial manner possible. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) CURZON, 
Viceroy and Governor-General of India. 

Enclosure 37 in No. 129. 

Letter ,from tJlp LJnrkv--Srr-rptnry tci the (:overt~?~~ettt o f  /n~l'in, in tho I~ot.etjttt 
Dppar lnt~~t ,  to Colot?el F. 12. ~'orct~!~J~ccs/~r~i,cl, G'.J.I3., British Cot~~~izissio~rer, 
TiOet F7-ontier Gn~tt~issiotl, tlatetl Sitt~la, tlir 26th Ar!c/cdst, 1903. 

4 

With reference to your letters, dated the 27th J l ~ l y ,  1903 and the 
31st July, 1903, I am directed to forward the ellclosed letter* from 

* E~lclosure 36. 
His Exce1lenc~- the Viceroy to His Excellency 
Yn, Chincse 1nq)erial Resident a t  Lhasa, and to 

request that, i f  yo11 sce n o  objection it may be transmitted to the Amban 
with the least possible delay. 



Enclosure 38 in No. 129. 

From Major G. H. Brethertor~, Gnngtok, to the Foreign Secretary, Simla, 
dated the 24th August, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

I have asked Colonel Younghusband where second regiment for Sikkim . 
should be located. 

Enclosure 39 in No. 129. 

From the Foreign Secretar?y, Simla, to Major G. B. Bretherton, Ganglok, 
dated the 28th Augz~st, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Your telegram, 24th August. Second Pioneer 'Regiment will be 

employed on repairing road leading to the Jelap Pass. . . 

Enclosure 40 in No. 129. 

D i a r y  kept by Captain W. F. O'Connor dur ing  the Tibet Fron t ie r  Wission. 

(Extract.) 

13th A ~ ~ g u s t ,  1903.-Still very cloudy. -3'' of rain yesterday. Maximum tempera- 
ture 60.5' ; minimum 38.5'. 

I rode down to Captain Parr's camp after breakfast in order to ask him to try and 
secure the services for us  of a man who can speak both Tibetan and Chinese. Mr. Wilton's 
Chinese writer can speak nothing but his own language, and is l)adly in need of some 
intermediary between himself and the other clerks and servants in  the camp, most of 
whom speak Tibetan. Captain Parr promised to do what he could i n  the matter. 

The Jongpen has sent his wife away, and is despatching his personal property as fast 
as he can to his house at  Tse-gang near Shigatse. The villagers are said to be burying 
their belongings. 

14th Augttst.-A cloudy morning. Maximum temperature yesterday 62.50'; 
minimum POo. 

Yhen, Mr. Ho's English-speaking interpreter, who has been dismissed, called to say 
good-bye about 8 o'clock, He took his departure from the village about 10 o'clock in great 
state. Before starting he sent a dozen Chinese soldiel.~ to line up on the road before our 
camp, who ealuted as he rode past, himself arrayed in a scarlet gown ant1 smoking a large 
cigar. His object was presumably to show us that he was not leaving in diegrace. H e  
goes to Yatnng. About 1 o'clock I rode down with Mr. Wilton to call on Mr. Ho, who 
received us in one of his tents. Captain Parr also wae present. Mr. Wilton conversed for 
some time with Mr. Ho in Chinese. There appears to be a difficulty in  procuring the 
services of a Tibetan and Chinese-speaking servant. The Tibetans are so suspicio~is tbat 
no one cartv to enter our service, and Mr. Ho does not wish to commit himself by sending 
us a man. 

A Tibetan returned from Dingri (a fort to the north of the Nepal frontier to the 
weet of here) reports the usual garrison of 500 soldiers at Dingri, but he says that orders 
hove been issued for the collection of a considerable force (which he puts a t  3,(100) between 
us and Shigatse. Other informants also report a gathering on the Bhigatse road, and steps 
are being taken to ascertain its sirength. 

15th August.-Sky a bit clearer this morning. Maximum temperature 67.5' ; 
minimum 3'3.5". 

The mule belonging to Mr. White's Munshi was stolen during the night by a Tibetan, 
who rode off with i t  towards Bhigatse. Foltonately he was met on the road by a man in 
our employment, who recognised the mule, and rescued it  and brought it back to camp. 

My Tibetan clerk paid a visit to Badula, the Shigatse Treasury Officer, to-day, and 
had a long cunveraation with him. Badula told him that the Tsong-dn, or Assembly, have 
written to the Tashi-Chempo Government to complain that they have not taken proper 
measures to induce us to return to the frontier, and instructirlg them to despatch an officer 
of high rank to remonstrate with us. He read over to the clerk a copy of the Tsong-du'~ 
letter, the concluding paragraph of which was to the effect that the contenta have heen 
communicated, for information, to the Ka-sha, or Council of Four Shapes, showing that the 



orders of the Tsong-du are issued without any reference to the Council, and are merely 
communicated to them for  information, and not for their advice or consent. This bears 
out the information I had already received that it  is not usual for the Shapes to sit in the 
Tsong-du, although they would appear occasionally to do so in special cases. l3adula also 
complained of the helpless attitude assumed by Ho. An intermediary, he said, should be 
a.powerfu1 man carrying weight with both parties, whereas Ho is a person of no 
consequence. This observation throws some light upon the view which the Tibetans take 
of the Chinese commission el.^. They appear to value their services rather as those of 
middlemen thap of the representatives of a powerful nation whose councils necessarily 
have an intrinsic importance. 

16th August.-Fine bright morning. Maximum temperature 70.9' ; minimum 38". 

Captain Parr came to our camp about noon. Mr. White rode up  the Khamba Jong 
nulla, where he shot a kyang, which is being brought into camp. I t  is reported that there 
are 12 Tibetan soldiers still a t  the Tsolamo lakes inside the Sikkim frontier just north of 
the Donkhya Pass, and six or eight at Giaogong. 

17th August, 1903.-Cloudy morning. Maximum temperature 68.5' ; minimum 36.3' 

I t  appears that the man who rescued and brought back the Monshi's mule, according 
to his own account, was in  reality the person who had walked off with it. l'he two 
kyangsshot up the Ichamba Jong nulla were brought into camp and skinned. l'he ten days 
allowed the Tibetans to produce the two Lachung men from Shigatse have elapsed to.day, 
and there is no sign of the men. I sent out three Lachung men to reconnoitre toward0 
Kongma. 

18th August.-There was a little rain during the night and lasting up till 8.30 this 
morning ; 0.1 inch registered. Maximum temperature 70.5' ; minimum 40.5'. 

Mr. White sent a letter addressed to the Chinese and Tibetan Commissioners to inform 
them that the ten days allowed for the production of the Sikkim me11 had elapsed, asking 
what steps they proposed to take in the matter, and requesting a reply by evening. About 
noon the Tashi-Chempo officials rode into IChamba village. They consist of a young 
Abbot! an incarnate Lama, of some 30 years of age, deputed by the Penche~i  Rinpoche 
(Tashi Lama) to visit us and request our return to the frontier. His name is Tu-wang 
Tulku (Tulku means '' incarnation "), and he is abbot of the Ngak-je sect,ion of the Tashi- 
Che~npo monastery-one of the four sections into which that monastery is divided. H e  is 
accompanied by his steward, or Di-chung-wa, a tsi-dung or ecclesi:~stical official, an elderly 
man of the Fif th  rank. H e  comes as the representative of the monk element. There are 
also two lay officials with the party, oue of the Fifth and one of the Sixth rank. They 
represent the lay oficials and lay general public. So the four officials represent between 
them all classes of Tibetan society-spiritual, official, and private. They have reqlie~ted 
t,o be allowed to call on the British Commissioners as soon as possible. The three men 
sent to Kongma have returned with the news that, besides the nsual villagers, there are 
some 20 Tibetan soldiers in the village. 

19th Augl~st.-A little rain last night ; '02 inches registered. Cloudy morning. 
Maximum temperature GO0 ; minimum 41'. 

A letter was sent by Mr. White, addressed to the Chinese and Tibetan Commissioners, 
saying that, as no reply had been received to his con~munication of the day before, he 
demanded an indemnity of RE. 1,000 each for the two Lachung men detained at  Shigatse, 
and reiterated his demand for their prompt production at Rhamba Jong. At the same 
time a letter was debpatched to Colonel Brander, Commanding at  Tangu, requesting him 
to take steps to at once turn out any Tibetans occupying positions at  Giaogong and 
Tso-lamo, and to seize live-stock, the property of Tibetans making use of grazing lands 
within the Sikkim frontier, to the value of Rs. 2,000. 

About 10 a.m. the Teling I<11~ho called on the camp, and was, as usual, very communi- 
cative. He imparted a number of details regarding the Tashi-Chempo officials who had 
arrived the day before, and on other minor points ; as to political topics he could only tell 
me that ollr prolonged stay in Tlbetan territory was exciting more and more suspicion 
amcngst Tibetans of all classes, and that no day passed without absurdly exaggerated 
rumorlrs being circulated in every bazar in the country-and the further the rumour 
travelled tlle more it  grew. The Kumar and I asked him to bring some of his friends to 
lunch with nB, and he presently re-appeared with Hadula, the old Jongpen, and one of the 
newly-arrived lay ollicers-a quiet middle-aged m;ln named Teng-ba. We showed them 
the gmulophone. picture papers, and so on, and took their photographs. They are especial11 
pleased with lily little I<od;~lc photographs, aud begged for copies for themselves and their 
friends. We then had t~ffin and parted on very friendly terms with luutual good-wishes. 

Colonel Yonngliasbancl sent a letter to Mr. Ho, requesting him to procure the 
immediate wit,lidrawal of ally Tibetans occupying positions in  Sikkim territory a t  
Qiaogong, 'rso-larno, aud Llio-nak. 

We are still purchasing grain and hiring grazing at  very high rates from the Jongpen, 
But all the animals are fit and in good condition. 



Enclosure 41 in No. 129. 

Letter from ~'olonel It'. E. You~ighusband, C.I. E., British Commissioner, Tibet 
lf'rontier Cornr~lission, to the Secretary to the Govrrnmtnt of Iizdia, in the 
k70reiyn Departnlent, tlatcd lLrhamba Jon!], the 19th Augzbst, 1903. 

I have the honour to report, for the  information of the Government of 
?ndin, that  twc. Sikkim (Lachung) men, who had proceeded to Shigatse to 
trade, were seized by the Tibetan authorities about four weeks ago, and 
the headman of the district to which they belonged reported to Mr. White, 
the Political Officer in Sikkim, that  they had been severely beaten by the 
Tibetan authorities and detained in custody, and he asked for measures to  
be taken for their release. Mr. White made enquiries of the local authori- 
ties, but they professed themselves ignorant of the  whereabouts of these 
men. H e  therefore called on Mr. Ho personally, and demanded that  the 
men should be produced within ten days. Messrs. Ho and Parr  wrote to  
Mr. White and myself, asking for an  extension of the term. A copy of 
their letter and our reply I have the honour to enclose. We informed 
them that  I was in entire accord with Mr. White that  ten days was ample 
time for the purpose. 

2. No reply was received by the end of ten days. On the eleventh 
day Mr. White asked if any reply was to  be expected, and being informed 
that  the Tibetans were unable t o  get information regarding the two men. 
he has to-day demanded from the Tibetans compensation to the  amount irf 
Rs. 2,000, and pending the receipt of this sum has made arrangements for 
the seizure of Tibetan sheep in Sikkim territory of equivalent value to 
that  amount. 

3. Though Mr. White has acted in consultation with me in this matter, 
I have been anxious, as far as possible, to keep this a s  a matter between 
him, as the Political Officer in Sikkim, and the local Tibetan authorities 
in this province. If, however, as appears likely, the  Lhasa Government 
and not the Shigatse local authorities, are responsible for this unfr iendl~ 
act, I will inform you, as the Government of India may wish to take more 
special notice of the case. 

4. That the men have actually been seized and beaten there is no 
doubt, the information having reached us from several sources. A mis- 
sionary lady in Lachung has also forwarded an appeal to Mr. White on 
behalf of the sister of one of the men t o  help her. 

5. The action of the Tibetans is the  more unjustifiable, because I 
have taken no notice of the number of Tibetans who have been comin 
into Sikkim lately, although it had been reported to me that  they ha % 
come to spy our military movements and even to destroy bridges. We 
could watch our bridges, and as for military information the  more of it 
they obtained the better. 

6. Now, however, I have informed Mr. Ho that  the Tibetans must be 
withdrawn from the Giaogong valley, and I have taken steps to see that  
they are withdrawn. 

Annexure. 

To Colonel F. E. Yoltnylrl~sbnnd, C.I.E., and Mr. FVl~itc, Irnl~evial British Cornmissionera. 

At the interview held to-day wit11 hlr. White concerning the arrest of some Lachen 
men at Shigatse, the Tibetan officers were informed that the arrested men are to be 
produced within ten days, and failing this the British authorities will take the matter into 
their own handa. I3ut the Tnng-yig-Chernpo did not undertake to do so within the 
~pecified period. He asked wliy these 1,achen nien proceeded to Hhigatse, and where they 
were arreeted, he being truly unaware. After Mr. White'e departure from interview, the 



Tibetan officers were made fully to understand that this matter must be settled in a friendly 
spirit,, and the Tibetan olficer~ replied that they wished to be friendly and would tlend a 
letter to Slligatae, and enquire as to t.liese men's a r~~iva l  there, and also concerning the t ruth 
of their arrest. On the receipt of reply, I will inform you. 

At the time of the Lachen men's departure for Shig'ttse, the British a~ithorities did 
not notify me and the Tibetan olficers. hloreover, in accordance with old custom, Lichen 
men are prohibited from proceeding to Shigatse : formerly these men attempted to do so, 
but were stopped, which is on record. Now the British authorities have beer) informed 
of t h ~  arrest of these Lachen men, so the Tibetanauthorities must write and enquire i n ~ o  the 
matter, and then we will I e  able to d i s c u ~ s  and settle the qneution. I fear, however, that 
the period allowed (cen days) is not sufficient. I hope, therefore, as our relations :we most 
friendlx, that you will wait a few clays longer until the Tibetan cficers have ascertained 
the facts : a reply must be received in, at the most,, a little over ten days. 

Cards of HO KUANG-HSIEH and PARR. 
Dated Ilhamba Jong. Ilwang Hou, 

29th year, Gth Moon, and 15th day (7th Angust, 1903). 

P.S.-As yon possess a Tibetan linguist, I therefore send copies of this letter in  
' Chinese and Tibetan, and beg you kindly to send your reply in English and Tibetan, eo 
' that  I may hand a copy of the latter to Ti betan officials. 

Colonel Tounghusband and Mr. White have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
the memorandum, datetl 7th August, from Mr. Ho and Captain Parr, t,he Imperial Chinese 
Commissioners. 

They are unaware of any old custom by which Sikkim men are prohibited from 
proceeding to Shigatse. According to their information. Sikkim men have from old time 
been in the custom of visiting Shigatse in  the same way as Shigatse men visit Sikkim. 

' There are Shigatse men now vieiting Silrlrim without any let or hindrance from the 
British authorities : and Colonel Younghusband was in  entire ;\giseement with Mr. White, 
the Political Officrr in  Sikkim, when he made the demand that the two Lachen men under 
his protection, who had been detained at S h i g ~ t s e  against their \\,ill, should be produced 
within ten days. Colonel Ynnnghusbaild consitlers the time allowed is ample, aa a 
messenger can reach Shigntse in two days easily. He cannot, therefore, consent to any 
prolongation of the period : and he trusts thirt Mr. Ho will mnlre the Tibetan officials 
realise the serious nature of their offence against international usage and courtesy in  
detaining against their will persons nntler the protection of the British Government. 

The 10th August, 1903. 

Enclosure 42 in No. 1 2 9 .  

L e t t e r  f r o m  C o l o n e l  F. E. Y o z ~ n g h u s b a n d ,  C.Z.E., B r i t i s h  C o n t n t i s s i o n e ~ ,  
l ' i b e t  F r o n t i e r  Conlmiss ion ,  t o  the S e c r e t a r y  to  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of 
India, in t h e  F o r e i g n  ZJepwtnzent ,  d a t e d  K h a , m b n  J o n g ,  t h e  20th 
August, 1 9 0 3 .  

I n  contin~~a.tion of my letter of yesterday's date, 1 have the honour to 
forward two petitions received this morning from the relatives of the 
two men who have been seized. 

2. It will be observed that they entertain no doubt of the men having 
been seized and ill-treated; and also that  they consider that  Lachung 
men have a right to trade a t  Shigatse. 

Annexure 1. 

Letter from (fonjn~ of L a c l ~ ? ~ ? ~ q ,  10 -7. C. LVltile, Esq., Political Q f i c ~ r ,  Sikkinr, a n d  Joint 
Cor~zrrrissiorzcr, Tiltet Frontier. Cotrl?niasion, dated KI~arnba Jong, the 20th August, 1903. 

I m o ~ t  humbly nntl rcsl)ect,fully beg to bring to your Honour's kind not,ice that my 
'. brother, Dajorn, went to Shigatse for trading purposes eome time ago, and now I have 

heard from reliable source that he has been captured, thrashed, and put i n  prison by the 
Tibetan authorities there. 

I am quite ignorant of the reasons why he was captured and put in prison, as the 
Lachen and Lqchung people are in  the habit of going into Tibet for exchange of trade. 
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I and the other members of the family noted on the margin solely depend on him for 
living, he being the responsible male person in the family. 

Mother. Sister*. I do not know what has been done with my brother by the 
Brothern. / Children. Tibetans by this time. 

TJnder these circumstances, I pray for the immediate release of my brother through 
pour favour, as we are the subject of the British Government, and for which act of your 
Honour'cl kindness I shall ever pray. 

Annexure 2. 

Letter from Sonumdohua, sister of Kingadudn, to J. C. White, Esp., Political Ogicer, 
Sikkim, a n d  Joint  Com~nissioner', Tibet Frontier Commission,dated the 20th Azcgzcst, 1903. 

I most humbly and respectfully beg to bring to your Honour's kind notice that my 
brother, Kingaduda, went to Shigat,se for trading purposes some time ago, and now I have 
heard from reliable source that he has been captured, hhrashed, and put in  prison by the 
T%belan authorities t,here. 

I am quite ignorant of the reasons why he was captured and put in prison, as the 
Lachen and Lachung people are in  the habit of going into Tibet for exchange of trade. 

I ant1 the ot,her members of the family notecl in the margin solcly depend on him for 
Mother. living, he  being t,he only responsible male person in the 
Wife. family. I do not know what has been done with my brother 
Sisters. by the Tibetans by this time. 

Under these circumstances, I pray for the iml~edia te  release of my brother through 
your favour, as we are the subject of the British Government, and for which act of 
kindness I shall ever pray. 

Enclosure 43 in No. 129. 

F r o m  the R e s i d e n t  in N e p a l ,  S e g o w l i e ,  t o  t h e  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y ,  Simla, 
d a t e d  t h e  3 1 s t  August, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Maharaja offers five hundred yaks at once and eight thousand within 
one month for transport for Tibet Mission. 

Enclosilre 44 in No. 129. 

FTOIIL t h ?  F o ~ ~ i g n  S e c r ~ t n r y ,  S i n d a ,  t o  C o l o n e l  F. E. Y o u n g h u s b a n d ,  C.I.E., 
Kharnha J o n g ,  d a t e d  t h e  2nd S e p t e m b e r ,  1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your action concerning Lachung men is approved, and Tibetans should 
be informed that, unless immediate reparation is made, we shall exact such 
restitution as we think fit. Nepal Minister has offered us 500 yaks at once, 
and 8,000 within month. Arrival of some of these with Nepalese officer 
by Tinki Jong might have good effect. How many would you 
desire? If no reply is received from Amljan to Viceroy's letter a t  early 
date, and if Tibetans continue impract,icable, i t  will be desirable that  you 
should submit proposals for dealing with matter, and should contemplate 
winter arrangements. It may he nrccssary for you to investigate neigh- 
bourhood of Khamba Jong for snital)le winter camp. Second battalion 
of Pioneers has been ortlcrctl to Sikkim directly after rains, and will work 
on route to Jelap. 



Enclosure 45 in No. 129. 

L e t t e ~  from Colonel F .  E. Yownghtisband, C.Z.E., British Commissioner, 
Tibet Frontier Commission, to the Secretary to the Government of 
India, in t11,e Foreign Department, dated Klmmba Jong, the 21st 
August, 1903. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to report tha t  to-day the head Abbot of the Tashi 
Lamp0 Monastery, two n~oiks ,  and a lay representative, together with the 
Deputy from the 'J'ashi Lama, who had formerly visited me, and the present 
and past Jol~gpens (District officers) of Khamba Jong called upon me t o  
lnake a further formal representation, on behalf of the T s h i  Lama of 
Tashi Larnpo (Shigatse), against our presence in the province under his 
administration. After I had made enquiries af ter  H ~ s  Holiness's health, 
and inforuled the Abbot what a pleasure i t  was to me to make the acquaint- 
ance of so distinguished a pel son as the head of one of the great monasteries 
of Tibet, the Abbot made his formal representation, which was repeated, I 
may say, at one time or other during the course of the interview by each 
member of his staff. H e  said i t  was not usual to send the head Abbot of 
a monastery on a mission of this kind, but, in  view of the importance of 
the matkr ,  the Tashi Lama had held a Council a t  which i t  had been decided 
to send hirn and representatives of the oficial and unofficial communities 
to represent his views to me, so that  what he was now about to  say were 
the words of the Tashi Lama himself. The representation was this. Each 
province was held responsible by the 1,hasa Government for keeping 
foreigners from crossing the frontier, so the Lhasa authorities were now 
blaming the Shigatse authorities for allowing us to cross the frontier; and 
still more were they being blamed for allowing us to cross with armed 
soldiers. The Tashi Lama, therefore, hoped that, as we professed to  be 
here with entirely friendly intentions, we would show our friendship to 
him by retiring to either Giaogong or Yatung and carrying on the negotia- 
tions there. I n  reply, I told the Abbot that the reason for our coming here 
had been explained by the Viceroy to the Amban, and by Mr. White and 
myself to Mr. Ho, to the Lhasa delegates here, and to the Tash Lama's 
former Deputy. I would, how eve^., out of courtesy to His  Holiness repeat 
them again. They were very simple. It was ohvious the negotiations had to  
take place either in Tibetan territory or in British territory. When the 
treaty was originally made, the Chinese Amban came down to British 
territory, hut after  its collclusion the Tibetans said they knew nothing 
about it. On the present occasion, therefore, the Viceroy de ided  that  it 
would be hest that  the negotiations should take place in Tibet itself, and 
His Excellency informed the Aniban that  he had decided upon sendin 
Mr. White and me to IChamha Jong, because i t  was the nearest inhabite% 
place to that  part  of the frontier alwut which questions had arisen. As 
to our having come with armed soldiers, such an escort as we had was only 
what was custo~nary with officers of high rank, and the number we had 
brought was considerably less than the numher which the Amban took to  
Calcutta. I said that  sorry though I was not to be able to meet the wishes 
of His  Holiness, I could only answer him that, a.s I had k e n  given no 
really satisfactory reason why we sho~ild withdraw which I could submit 
to His  Excellency the Viceroy as just cause why he should rwonsider his 
decision, I must tell him quite clearly and decidedly that there was no 
prospect whatever of our withdrawing from IChamba Jong till the frontier 
matters in qi~estion had been discussed. Whether we might go elsewhere 
for the disc~issio~l of trade matters was a question for future considera- 
tion. The Abbot then said that  the ohjection to 0111- being a t  Khamba 
Jong was that  i t  was outside the disputed region, whereas Giaogong w u  
inside it, and, therefore, a more suitable place for the discussion, and he 
asked that  the Tashi Lama's representation might he transmitted to the 
Viceroy. I replied that  I ~vonld, of course, report to  His Excellency what 
the Abbot had wpresented to me on behalf of the Tashi Lama ; but that  
we did not admit that there was any douht a t  all as to the position of the 
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frontier. It was most clearly laid down in the Treaty. We understood, 
however, that  the Tibetans wlshed to regain certain lands round Gimgong 
which they claimed had once belonged to them, and about tha t  we were 
prepared to negotiate. " But," I asked the Abbot, "when one man has 
a certaln tlliilg wbicll another man wishes to get from hirn, which is the 
wlsest course .tor the second man to pursue? To malie friends with him or 
to do he can to  make him annoyed " ?  The Tibetans all 
burst out laughing a t  this; and I then went on to say tha t  the  
Lhasa authorities instead of doing everything they could to dispose 
us favourably towards them anu incline us to  make concessions to 
them in regard to the Giaogong lands had adopted a steadily unfriendly 
attitude; they had sent only small officials to meet Mr.  White and me, 
though the Viceroy, in view of the importance of the matter, had asked 
that  the highest should be sent; and these small officials did nothing but 
tell me that  they would not negotiate anywhere else but a t  Giaogong. This 
was not the way to predispose me in their favour. The Abbot 
replied that  the delegates were not small officials, but were next 
in rank to the Shapi (Councillors). I said I had concluded they 
were men of little power, because when I had made a speech to them on my 
first arrival and had asked them to  report the substance of i t  to  the Lhasa 
Government, they had refused. I f  they could not even report a speech, I 
conchtded they could not be fit to negortiate an  important treaty. The 
Abhot then suggested that, as we could not go hack t o  Giaogong, we might 
go back to the Serpehu La. I told him I thought that about the most 
inhospitable suggestion that  had ever been made to me in any country; 
that  there was neither grass, fuel, nor water there, and i t  was a pass 
17,000 feet high. The Abbot said he had not seen the place himself, and 
did not know it was so had. I then again repeated my regrets to the Abbot 
for not being able to meet the wishes of the Tashi Lama. I n  this 
particular case, mnch to  my regret, I was obliged to go against his 
wishes, but still I hoped that  we might yet be friends. I would, however, 
ask the Abbot to give this advice to His Holiness, that  if he wished us to 
withdraw from Khamba Jong, he should use his influence with the Lhasa 
authorities to induce thlem to send proper delegates, and instruct such 
delegates to discuss matters with us in a reasonable and friendly spirit. 
Then matters would be very soon settled, and we would return to India. 
If the Lhasa authorities had done this in the first instance, we might even 
by now have settled all these frontier matters. The Giaogong lands 
belonged to the province under the Tashi Lama, and if His  Holiness wished 
ever to get them back for his province, he must induce the Lhasa authorities 
to entirely change their attitude towards us, and in place of obstinate 
unfriendliness to show us some sign of a desire to meet us in a reasonable 
spirit. I then made some personal ohservatioas to the Abbot, and he said 
he had from a boy been bmught up in a monastery in a religious way, and 
was not accustomed to dealing with political matters. I told him I mvied 
him his life of devotion. I t  was my business to have to wrangle ahout these 
small political matters, yet I always admired those who spent their lives 
in the worshi]~ of God H e  asked me if he might come and see me again, 
and 1 told him he might come and see me every day and all day; and 
Captain O'Connor, who conld speak Tihetan, would often pay him visits. 
My aim througho~it this interview was to get these Shigatse men 
to use their influence with the Lhasa authorities to cllange their present 
stub1)or.n attitr~rle I do not hope for mnch result from this, as the Lhasa 
influence is too preponderating to 1)e much affected. still  I do n d  wi<n 
to lose n single chance of pressing the Lhasa authorities in however sma!: 

Further aim 1 had was to establish good relations wit,h the heat, 
of ,  a t  any rate, one blg rnonastery in Tibet. 

P.S.-22nd August.--The Abbot yesterday paid a visit to the T i ~ e t t i n  
delegates, ant1 he to-day informed Captain O'Connor that he had tried to 
persuade them to almndon their present attitude and negotiate with us 
here, instead of continuing to press us to withdraw to Giaogong. The 



Abbot told them that, if they would do this, he was convinced the negotia- 
tions would be speedily concluded. Captain Parr  also informs that the 
Ahwt really did make this representatison to the Lhasa delegates after he 
t a d  visited me. The Lhasa delegates, however, remained unmoved, and 
said they had strict orders not to negotiate here. 

The Abbot has asked to see me again on the 24th. 

Enclosure 46 in No. 129. 

Diary ]cq,l by Cuptni?~ W .  3'. O'Conn07~ ( l?wit~g the l ' ibet E'rvo9rtie?- Alfliissio~z. 

(Extract.) 

20th August, 1903. - A  bright clear morning. Maximum temperature 62.5' ; 
minimum 35.5'. 

The sister of one of the Lachung men, who are prisoners at Shigatse, r i m e  to Khamba 
Jollg yesterday, and had an interview with Mr. White this morning. The relatives of the 
t\vo men are nat,urally in great distress regarding the fate of the capt,ives, and have sent iri 
petitians to RIr. White, begging him to procure their release, and the miss ionar~  ladies 
residing at Lachung have also written to him on the matter. The t ~ v o  men are Icings-duda 
and Da-join. 'rhe former supports a wife, mother and two sist.ers ; and the latter a wife. 
four children, an old mot,her, a small brother, nnrl a sister. S o  newrs to-day from round 
about. i\ 1et.ter arrived from Colonel Brander in the evening to say that lie is sending 80 
men from Tanxu to carry out Rlr. White's instructions with regartl to t,he expulsion of the 
Tibetan guards from Giaogong and Tso-lauio and the capture of lire-stock. The 
rs1resentat.ives from Tashi-Chempo liave been asked to call to-morrow at  noon. 

elst Au,gust.-A bright morning. Riaximuin temperature 76.5' ; m i n i ~ n u ~ n  3Y0. 

The Te-ling ICuuho appeared about 10.30, followed coon aft.er by the Jongpen, who 
brought t.he prewnts from the Ta~hi-Chempo people. These consistecl of some bags of 
barley, slrine of butter, two pieces of silk, and some woollen clother; of the co~int,r)-. I had 
a tallr with the Jongpen and. the Te-ling I<nsl~o, who t,olcl me genel.ally the objects of the 
visit of the Tashi-Chempo otficials, who apparently hare bee11 egpcd on by t,he Taong-dp 
to make a strenuous e8'ort to indnce 11s to withclra\v from here either to Giaogong or t,o 
some 11lace in the Cllurnbi valley, \vl~icli is not within thoir jurisdict,ion. About noon 
the Abbot and his following came into camp and were received in the Ilarbar tent by 
Colonel Younghusband and Mr. White. The otficials numbered eight in all-the Abbot, 
his Secretary Bs-dn-la, the present and former Jongpens, a monl< clerk, and two lay 
oliicials. 

The Abbot is a stout, pleasant-loolcing man of some 30 to 3.5 years of age. He is 
incarnate Lama of t,he Ngak-je sub.clivision of the Tasti-(:hemp0 Monastery, and is 
reputed clever. He is the senior Abbot under the Pencl~en liinl~oche, and is in all 
probabilit~ bj- far the highesb ecclesiastic of Tibet \\rho has been interviewed by any 
I3rit,is11 Olficer since the time of Turner. His nlanner was quiet and clig~iitied ; he spoke 
at length during the Darbar, but alwaya in a low ancl Aomewhat n~onotonous tone ; and he 
smiled and aljpearecl gratified liy Colonel Tounghusbantl's complinienti~ry messages to 
His Holiness the Tashi I,ama and by auy friendly remarks aidressecl to himst4f. Very 
little of interest, transpiretl during the int.erview, whir11 lasted over ml hour. The Abbt~ t  
explained that, ;rlthough unused to carthly affairs, he 11nd been deputed hy the Penchen 
Rinpoche to visit the British Commissioners, ancl to relluest them as a favour, to returp 
from Tibet either t,o Giaogong or to Yatung in the (!bumbi V;~lley. He said His Holincss hail bee11 influenced in bhe ~nnt~ter  112. t,lir: st,ronfi representations made to him 
from Lhasn that the J-lritisli were trespassing on soil 111ltler his j~~ristliclion, ancl t,hat Ile 
was responsible for their wit,hdrawal. Upon t,l~is the Pencllen Rinpoche had deputed an 
Abbot autl three other of his oficers as his rel)resentatives, an11 he was in hopes that. the 
British Comn~issioners \ \ 7 0 ~ ~ l d  f:~roumbly consider his ~ ~ r q n r s t ~ .  His wortls were repeated 
with little variation by most of the officers in his suite tluriug the course of tlle interview. 
Colonel Yonnghushnnd in reply informed t,he dI~!.~ot that. he very nlucll regret.ted that., in  
this particiilar instance, he \vas unahle to oblige the l'enchcn Iiinpoclle, but t,hat he hoped 
thal tlie Ti~shi-Chelnpo re1)resentatives would use their influence \\.it11 tlle I~hnsa officials 
to i~ltlucc them to commence negot.iations at Ichanlba Jong, l ' l l r ?  Abbot promised to 
confer wit11 the Lliasa ollirers on tlie matter, and after scrlne gene~-;tl converkat.io~l the 
repre~entat.ivru witl~tlrc\\~, Colonel Youngllnsband promising to convey t,l~eir wish& lo the 
Viceroy. 

About 4 ]).In. :L heavy rainst.orm commenced, which, accompanied by cold gusts of 
wind, lasted till :lft,er nightfall. 

2211111 AII~~IHI.-DRIII~)  clolidy morning. Rain fell during the night, and t,he rain gauge 
registered ' 7 1  inch. Maximum temperature (i!).5' ; minimum 37.5'. 

Abont. 1 o'clrlclr tho ICnmnr and I rode down to pity a visit to the: Abbot. Ho and all 
' the otllcr Shigatse oIIicia1~ are enc~mpetl  in little hlnclt yak-hair tents in a sort of small 

compouncl near t.he foot of the Jong. The Te-ling Knsho received us, and we sat for a few 



minutes In hie tent chatting and drinking buttered. tea. H e  ie a most hoepit,able, .good- 
natured man, and thoroughly appreciates " a well-organised and well-deliveretl joke." 
H e  gave us each a brick of the first-class brick-tea which is drunk by well-to-do men 
in Tibet. I am trying to secure a good selection of the different classes of brick-tea, 
which I propoRe later on to show to our Darjeeling and Duars planters as a guide to the 
local taste. We then went on to see the Abbot. His tent coiisists of a sort of small 
enclosure surrounded by a seven-fool canvas wall and open to all the winds of heaven. 
Over one end, where he had est.ablished himself, is a small canopy, and this is his only 
ehelter. H e  has a raised seat wit,h s sort of little altar on his right hand, where he has 
placed his sacred images and the small odds and ends with which Buddhist altars are 
decorated in  Tibet.. H e  sat bareheadetl with his right arm also bare. H e  received us in a 
very friendly manner, and we sat and chatt,ed with him for half an hour on different 
subjects. His whole life has been devoted to his religious exercises, and he appears quite 
ignorant of the world at large,-politics, ~cience, history, and geography all equally 
beyond his ken. He has never travelled beyond the b o n ~ ~ d s  of the Tashi-Chempo 
Monastery, except to visit his parents a t  his birth-place, a small hamlet beyond the Tsangpo. 
H e  gave us many interest.ing details regarding his monastic life. Ba-du-la and the other 
officials then entered, and we turned to politics. The Abbot said that, on leaving our camp 
the day before, he had proceeded straight to the Jong, where he had urged upon the Lhasa 
officials to commence negot,iations with us at  Ichamba Jong as soon as possible ; but had 
received the invariable reply that no negotiations could take place except at Yatung or 
on the Giaogong frontier. This was the substance of a long discussion. And the Ahbot 
then again urged his request that me should return to the frontier. We conversed on thie 
matter for some time without getting any further. No arguments were adduced by the 
Tibetans to support their request, and no attempt was made by them to combat ours. A11 
they could say was-"Please go back ; we shall get into trouble if yon don't." And they also 
averred that our presence here was raising suspicions in the minds of the Tibetans, which 
were growing day by day. At the close of the visit Ba-du-la said that a report had reached 
him irom Giaogong t.hat some of his yaks had been captured there by our soldiers, and that 
his yak-herds had been ill-treated. I promised to enquire into the matter, and we came 
away. 

A heavy rainstorm began about 3 p.m. and lasted for about an hour. 

23rd Augztst.-There was some rain during the night, -14 inch registered. Maximum 
temperature 56.5' : minimum 38.5'. 

The Te.ling Kusho called on the Kumar, and I had a very interesting 
conversation with him in the evening. H e  gave us a number of details regarding 
the great Ne-chung oracle at Lhasa, which appears to carry no small weight 
in the political concerns of this most extraordinary Government. The oracle (the 
" Ne-chung-chn-je ") is a man selected hy certain tests in  childhood. When required to 
prophecy, a regular formal ceremony is gone through. The oracle is seated upon a golden 
throne, incense is burned, and a number of monks, seated in  a semi-circle, chant and play. 
After some little t,ime a violent trembling fit seizes the oracle, and he rocks himself 
wildly to-and-fro. This is the sign that the " God has entered his belly," as the Tibetans 
nay, and a huge golden helmet, of immense weight and garnished with all kinds of precious 
atones, is immediately placed up011 hia head and securely fastened below his chin. 
Questions are now put to him, generally by a Shape, regarding future events, such as the 
prospects of peace or war, and the appointment of high oficials, and the answers are written 
down. After this the oracle rises and dances for a while to the sound of the monks' 
music, when he suddenly falls lifeless upon the ground. The great hat is now removed 
with all speed and the oracle revives. The hat is said to weigh several maunds, and its 
weight could not possibly be endured except by a being inspired with divine strength. 

[Any one who has ever seen one of the " Bit,ansM of witch-women of the Gilgit 
district go through their performances, will be astonished at the resemblance between the 
ceremoniee, conducted with s i~ni lar  aim, in  countries so different and so far apart.] 

There ie no news from the country round about except that all the roads are being 
very closely watched. 

Enclosure 47 in No. 129. 

Letter from C o l o n e l  F. E. Y o u , n g h u s b a n d ,  C.Z.E., British C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  
T i b e t  F r o n t i e r  C o m m i s s i o n ,  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of 
I n d i a ,  in t h e  F o r e i g n  Departme7bt ,  d a t e d  K h a m b a  J o n g ,  t h e  2 4 t h  
A u g u s t ,  1803. 

I have the honour to report that the Abbot deputed by the Tashi Lalna 
of Tashi Lampo called upon Ine again to-day, and after !unching in the 
Commission mess adjourned to my tent, whlere anoth,er conversation of two 
hours' duration took place. 



2. H e  informed me that, after his last visit, he  had gone to the Lhasa 
representatives, and urged them to negotiate here instead of corltinui~lg 
to press for the negotiation to take place a t  Giaogong. But  they had 
replied that  just as my orders were to negotiate here, theirs **\.ere to  
negotiate a t  Giaogong, so they could not agree to anything different. 

3. The Abbot, therefore, now came to say that  there were several 
hundred Tibetan troops near here, but he would get those withdrawn if I 
would send away my escort. H e  thought that  then probably the Lhasa 
Government would consent to negotiations here. I told him that  I had not 
the slightest objection to the presence of the Tibetan troops; and when they 
had so many hundreds near, it surprised me that  they should have ally 
objection to the small number of only two hundred which I had. 

4. The Abbot then asked, if I would not, send the whole away, would 
I send one hundred away, and he would himself remain with us as a hostage 
that  no harm would fall us. H e  explained that  the Tibetans thought we 
had not come with friendly intent, as we had forced our way into the  
country, and a reduction of our escort would appease them. I told the 
Abbot I could not acltnowledge that  we had forced our way into Tibet. 
On the contrary, I had up till now ignored the presence of Tibetan soldiers 
inside the Treaty frontier who had no business to be where they were. As 
to the strength of my escort, I said that  he was unacquainted with the 
custom of big countries; that  we had not taken any objection to the Amban 
taking a very much larger escort down to India;  and i t  seemed to me great 
impoliteness on their par t  to make these frequent objections to the strength 
of my escort. An  escort was as much the appendage of an officer of high 
rank employed on important duty in a foreign country as  were his head- 
dress and his sword. The presence of an escort did not necessarily imply 
an unfriendly intent, and in a great country like this 200 men are  altogether 
too small a number for hostile purposes. I thanked him for volunteering 
to go hostage for me, but said I had no fear in the matter. I had travelled 
for many thousands of miles in the Chinese Empire absolutely alone; and 
if I were here on private business, I would have no hesitation in coming 
alone here, too, without a single soldier. But as I was here now on im- 
portant official business, the Viceroy would, I was sure, be very angry if 
I consented to abrogate any of the dignity due to my high rank. 

5 .  The Abbot very politely apologised for all the trouble he was giving 
me by making so many requests, and said his only object was to  find some 
way by which negotiations could be commenced and the present trouble to  
the Tashi Lama avoided. I told him he might make requests to me all 
day long, and he would always find me ready to listen to him and t o  give 
him what I, at any rate, considered reasonable answers. I much regretted 
the inconvenience being caused to the Tashi Lama, and I felt sure that ,  if 
the conduct of these negotiations rested with His  Holiness and the polite 
and reasonable advisers of his whom he had sent to me, we should very 
soon come to a settlement. My advice was to again represent t o  the Lhasa 
representatives the trouble which the Lhasa Government were causing to 
Hls  Holiness; and to get His Holiness also to represent matters directly 
a t  Lhasa. 

6. The Abbot replied that  they were not allowed t o  make representa- 
tion against the orders of the Lhasa Government. Nevertheless, he would 
agaimn this very day go to the Lhasa delegates; tell them how he had once 
more tried to  induce me to go back to Giaogong; then to  send my e s ~ r t  
back; and then to send half my escort; and how I had refused all these 
requests. H e  would then ask them to make a request to Lhasa to  open 
negotiations here. The Abbot added that he would even go so fa r  as to tell 
them he would undertake to receive in their stead any punishment which the 
Lhasa Government might order upon the delegates for daring to make this 
request. 

7. H e  then asked me what we wanted in the coming nqotiations. I 
told him that I had set this forth fully in a speech I had made on my first 
arrival here, a copy of which I would be very glad to  give him. He was, 



however, acquainted with it,  and asked me what was meant exactly by 
opening a trade route. I explained that  we wanted a proper trade mart 
which would not be closed with a wall behind i t  as Yatung had been-a 
inart where Indian traders could come and meet Tibetan traders-a mart 
such as we had in other parts  of the Chinese Empire, and had formerly 
had a t  Shigatse itself. " When that  is open," I said, "you will be able 
to buy all your things much cheaper than you can now." H e  laughed 
heartily a t  this, for he is a genial, hearty man. Curiously enough they 
also laughed equally heartily when I said that  the new treaty would have 
to be much stricter than the old one, for they had continued to break the 
old one year after year, and we should, of course, therefore, have to be strict 
with them to see that  they did not break the new. They are  very like big 
children, and said " I f  we were not able to keep the old one, how can we be 
expected t o  keep one still more strict." 

8. They left promising to talk the matter over with the Lhasa officials, 
and asking to be allowed to  come and see me again. 

Enclosllre 48 in No. 129. 
Letter from C'olonal F. E. Younghusband, C.Z.E., British Commissioner, 

Tibet Frontier C:on~mission, to the Secretary to the Government of 
India, in the Fowiqn Department, datecl Khamha Jong, the 27th 
d lrqast, 1903. 

I n  continnation of my letter, dated the 20th August, 1903, I have 
the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of 
India, a copy of further correspondence which has taken place between me 
and Mr. Ho, regarding the removal of Tibetans from the Sikkim side of 
the frontier. 

2. I have been ~nformed by Lieutenant-Colonel Brander that  the 
Tibetans have k e n  removed from the posts they were occupying, and a 
'small block-house they had erected near Giaogong was destroyed. 

3. About 200 yaks and 50 sheep were also seized. 
4. The Abbot from Shigatse in his interview with me on the 24th 

instant represented to  me that  many of these yaks and sheep belonged to 
the Tashi Lama, and asked me to release them. I explained to him that  we 

a had been obliged to seize these animals, as two Lachung men had been seized 
and beaten; and in spite of repeated requests, the Lhasa officials would 
give us no information about them, nor deliver them up. 

5. The Al~ l~o t  nsc;nred me that they had been seized by orders of the 
.Lhasa Government, antl the Tashi Lama had nothing whatever to do with 
the seizure, and he \voultl state this in writing under his seal, if necessary. 

6. I rel)lied that this was, then, one more instance of the trouble the 
Lhasa authorities were bringing the Shigatse people into by their un- 
friendly attitlitle toward.; the Conimission. I could not, of course, recognise 

. any difercnce I~etneen Sliigatsc ant1 Lhasa, and had to look to the Tibetan 
Govcr~iment as a uhole; I)ut I would advise him tn i-tduce the Lhasa 
officials to pay \ \ i t l~o~r t  clelay the sum of Rs. 2,000 which Mr. White had 
den~antlrd f ~ . o m  thrin as indclnnity for the ill-usage to the two Lachung 
mcn, antl to tlelivrr thcm u p  as soon as possible. When that  was done, the 
animals scizcd wonlcl he a t  once released. 

Annexure 1. 
Letlcr from Colonel F. F:. Yo~rngituabar~d, G.I.E., British Cornnzi~sinnev, l'ihet Fro,ltier 

Com?nission, to -Mr. Ho k-?tang-hsieh, dalcd Khamba Jong, the 19th Augltsl, 1903. 

It having come to my notice that Tibetan8 are occupying  position^ at Qiaogong, THO 
Lame, and Lonalth, all ~ i t ~ ~ a t e t l  on streams which flow into the Teesra, and tlirrefore in 
territory, which, accorlling to the Convention of 1890, belongs to the British Prolccted 

* State of Sikkim, 1 have the honour to request that you will procure their witlrdrawal with 
(be leaat possible delay. 



Annexure 2. 

Letter from h r .  E o  Ktrang-h.~i/*h, to Colonel F. E. Younghusband, C.I.E., Rritialr CI)II~- 
missioner, Tibet F~rontier Co~nmission, rla,ted Kl~umba Jong, the 20th Arcgtrat, 1903. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt yesterday of your letter of the salilr 
date, together with translation of original which was handed to the Tibetan officers, and, 
in  reply, beg to inform you that., as a result of my enquiries concerning Giaogong and the 
other places referred to in  your letter, I find that no troops have been recently despatched 
there, but that, for some time past, some 20 Haunting have been stationed at these places. 

The long-standing trouble with the TibeCans originated in  their refusal to recognise 
the boundary as laid down in the Convention of 1890, but as you have come to discuss 
this question, and the bonndary line has not up  to the present been definitely settled, I 
hope that, if t,he matter is not of paramount importance, Giaogong will not be closed to. 
these men before the question is finally settled. I beg, therefore, that you will i n  the 
meanwhile overloolr their presence, and subsequently, when the qnestion has been fully 
discussed, the matter can then be adjusted. As you are fully cognisant of the Tibelans" 
feelings, you will not, I trust, misunderstand my meaning. 

Annexure 3. 

Letter from Colonel F. E. Younyh~~sbrtnd, C.I.E., Britzsh C~nzmissioner, Tibet F~*ont ie r  
Commission, to M r .  Ho Kuang-hsieh, dated KhamLa Jong, the 22nd August, 1903. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 20th August, and 
in reply to say that I hat1 up till now overlvoked the presence of a few Tibetans who were 
stationed inside the boanclary line laid down by the Conveiltion of 1890. But as I had 
been informed that the number of these Tibetans mas increasing, and as the more I have 
become cognisant of the feelings of the Tibetans, as represented by the Lhasa Governm2nt. 
the more unfriendly they have appeared to me, I have had no resource left but to demand 
from yo11 their withdrawal, and to take measures to see that they should withdraw. 

If the Lhasa Government had shown a more friendly spirit towards this Commission, 
I would have had much pleasure in complying with your request, and to have continued 
to have overlooked the presence of these Tibetans inside the boundary laid down by the 
treaty. Under existing circumstancen, I regret I am unable to meet your wishes, but must 
proceed to enforce our treaty rights in respect to the boundary. 

Letter from Mr. Ho Kzcar~g-I~sielr nnrl C(c)~ttrin Par?., lo Colonel F. E. Yozo~gAus/,a?~d, 
C.I.E., Briti-rh Commissioner, Tibet F~.ontier Co)n~?lissio?z, dated Kha~nbcc Jo~rg, t/re 
24th August, 1903. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt yesterday of your ~ e c o n d  letter, &c. 

The object of coming here was to discuss frontier and trade matters, hut if before any 
discussion has t,akcn place friendly relations are iniperillecl by the expulsion across the 
frontier of those Hfiunting whose presence there was of minor importance, subsequent 
negotiations will be most difficult,. We have explained matters fully to the Tibetall 
officers, and beg that you will kintlly consult. with Mr. White. so as to allow the quesbion of 
the expulsion of ithe Tibetans acros3 frontier t,o rernain in abeyance for the present, and 
for which consiclernt,ion we will be most grateful. 

Annexure 5. 

Lettcr front Cofonol F. I<. Yorc~~gIr~rs/~n~rd. C.I.E., Bt.itisl~ C'o~nnzissio?~er. Tibet F?.o,l/icr 
Comni~asiorc, to -111.. Ho k-~trrn,q-lr,~ieh rclltl (:rr)~trcin Pnl'r', rlrcled k'arnba .Jong, the 
25/h A rr,qus/, 1!)03. 

I have the honour to arknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's date. 1 
note that you consider t,ho matter as one of minor importance-a point of view from which 
1 differ entirely. My ordew for the expulsion of the Tibetan soldiers have already heell 
issued, and I must t1r:cline to discuss this matter any further. 
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Diory Ircpt by Caj~tccin W. F. O'Connov dur ing  the Tibet Front ier  Mission. 

(Ex tract.) 

24th August, 1903.-Still cloudy, but some blue sky showing. . I  inch rain registered. 
Maximum temperature 63.5' ; minimum 41.5'. 

The Abbot having expressed a wish to call upon Colonel Younghusband again, an 
invitation was sent to him and Ba-du-la to come and lunch with us  and discuss matters 
afterwards. At one o'clock accordingly these two arrived in camp and sat for a few 
minutes in  the Kumar's tent, where me showecl the Abbot the celestial and terrestrial 
globes. H e  was especially interested in  the former, wherein he recognised all the twelve 
signs of the Zodiac, calling them by the same names that we use ; and he gave us an 
interesting little lecture on the science of astronomy as known i n  Tibet. Tibetan astronomy 
comes from the Hindus, and consists mainly of a mass of absurd superstitions and legends 
grafted upon very accurate observations of the actual movements of the heavenly bodies. 
The Abbot seemed to enjoy his luncheoll, although he  would not, of course, touch wine or 
tobacco. He partook of curry, fruit, and other dishes, and drank tea made i n  the Enropean 
fashion, but without sugar. After tiffin he was joined by his steward or Di-chung-ma and 
the Khamba Jongpen, and these four had an interview with the two Commissioners. They 
began by explaining that on leaving our camp after the last interview, they had proceeded 
straight to the Jong, and had ende:rvoured to persuade the two Lhasa officials to commence 
negotiations here, but had failed to do so, and so had come to visit us again with the hope 
of persuading us to do one of three things,-either to return to the frontier, or to send 
away our escort, or, if we could not do this, a t  any rate to reduce the escort. Colonel 
Younghusband declined very naturally to do any of these things, and clearly explained 
his reasons. They then tried to sound the Commissioners as to what would be the basis 
of the new treaty which we were proposing to negotiate, and in especial what we meant by 
a t~o?zg- l c~) t t ,  or trade-route. Colonel Younghusband explained that a 'L trade-route," as we 
intended it, meant increased facilities for traders, and that, as regards the new treaty, it 
would certainly be of a stricter nature than the last one. This seemed to amuse them, for 
they laughed and said-" If the Tibetans \vouldn't observe the old treaty, it  wasn't likely 
that they mould observe a stricter one." I t  did not seem to occur to them that it may be 
possible to compel observance of treaty rights. Ba-du-la then said that he had heard that 
our soldiers from Tangu had captured certain cattl3 belonging Rome to the Penchtn 
Rinpoche and some to his peasants. I t  was explained to him that these cattle had been 
seized as an indemnity for the capture of the two Lachung men at  Shigatse, and that on 
on p a ~ m e n t  of Rs. 2,000 they would be released. They protested that the Tsang people 
were i n  no way responsible for the seizure of the two men, to which Colonel Toung- 
husband replied that in  that case the best course they could adopt was to refer to the Lhasa 
officials on the question, for we were unable to distinguish in such matters between the 
Supreme and Local Governments of Tibet, anrl besides, the unfriendly attitude assumed by 
the Lhasa Government was cons tan t l~  getting the Tsang people into trouble. They said that 
they would at  once approach the Lhasa officials on the matter. Colonel Younghusband 
then informed them that he would be pleased to receive them ant1 hear what they had to 
say whenever they chose to pay him a visit, and with this the interview concluded. The 
Abbot Lhen came and had some tea in  my tent. I showed him Dr. Waddell'a book on 
Lamaism, with which he was delighted, and with which we presented him. 

A letter came from Captain Cooke of the 32nd Pioneers to inform Colonel Young- 
husband that he had destroyed the block-house at Tso-lamo, and seized upon some 200 yaks 
and 30 sheep. 

25th August.-Cloudy morning, lCIaxirnum temperature 63.5O ; minimum 40.5'. 

Spent morning in camp reading and writing. I n  the afternoon Mr. White and 
I rode up a nulla lying westwards some 4 or 5 miles from here, and shot 21 hares 
i n  a couple of hours. A convoy arrived, bringing in the Swiss Cottage tent which we 
are proposing to use as a mess tent instead of hlr. White'o tent which we are using 
a t  prebent for that purpose; but as one of the poles and all the kanats have been left 
behind, i t  is useless at  present. 

26th A~iyust.-Still cloudy. Maximum temperature 64' ; minimum 39.5'. 

A very disagreeable day-cold wind blowing continuously. Captain Parr called in the 
afternoon. The Tibetans-both Lhaaa and Tashi-Chempo representatives-are to call upon 
t,he Commissioners officially to-morrow at 2 P.M. There is no news from round about. 

Enclosure 50 in No. 129. 

F r o m  t h e  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y ,  Simla, to C o l o n e l  F. E. Y o z ~ n g h u s b a n d ,  C.I.E., 
K h a m b a  J o n g  v i l  T e l e - c a m p  (S ikk im) ,  dated t h e  7th S e p t e m b e r ,  1903- 

(Telegraphic.) 
With reference t o  protest by Lhasa and Tashi officials, regarding our 

presence at Khamba Jong, please inform them and Chinese Commissioners 



of intimation conveyed by Prince Ching on 19th July to Charg6 dlAffaires 
at  Peking that Amban had written that Dalai Lama, on hearing of 
despatch of British and Chinese Commissioners to Khamba Jong, had 
replied: "That  i t  is his duty, the matter being a very important 
one, also to appoint interpreter officials above the usual rank to proceed 
with proper credentials to Khamba and in company with the Prefect Shou 
to meet the British delegates and discuss the frontier question with them." 
In  the face of this reply of the Dalai Lama, the objections now 
raised by the Tibetan officers to our presence a t  Khamba Jong appear to be 
unwarranted. 

Enclosure 51 in No. 129. 

L e t t e r  f rom L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l  C. W. Rawenshaw, Oficiating R e s i d e n t  in 
Nepal, t o  the Secretary to t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of India, in the Foreign 
D e p a r t m e n t ,  dated t h e  R e s i d e n c y ,  N e p a l ,  the 4th S e p t e m b e r ,  1903. 

I enclose, for the information of the Government of India, a transla- 
tion of a letter from the Prime Minister of Nepal to the Honoural\le the 
four Kazis of Lhasa, which the Prime Minister has sent me, and writes 
that i t  has been despatched. 

P.S.-I am sending a copy to Colonel Younghusband. 

Annexure. 

Lrttel-,fvom His  E.rcell~nc!/ ,lIrtl~aruja C l ~ a n d r a  Sitrintshe7. J a n g ,  Rnnn  Bnhadur,  Thong- 
Lin-Pinzma, Kokang Wang- an, P~L'I?IR iwiniste?. a n d  Marsl~cil r?f Nepal, t o  the 
Hl~nourable the four  h-aris of Lhasrr, rlntcrl Sumvat, 1960. 

(Translation.) 

After compliments.-Here all well, hope same there. From information received from 
my officials a t  the frontier and also from various newspaper reports, i t  appeam that t h e  
Commissioners deputed by the British Government to see to the enforcement of the terms 
of the Anglo-Tibetan Conventions of 1890 and 1893, which had not been observed and 
carried into effect by the Tibetan Government, have been staying at  a place called Khamba 
Jong, and that in  the absence of fully empowered Commissioners from Tibet to deal with 
the matters in  dispute, and owing to the indifference of the local officials of the place n o  
settlement could be arrived at, and the British Commissioners are being unnecessarily 
detained there. But your complete silence on this subject makes me anxious. The 
friendly and fraternal relations of long standing between the Nepal and the Tibetan 
Governments induce me on the present occasion to enlighten ~ o u  with my views 
concerning this matter, which I am confident will prove beneficial to you (if acted on). 

Some time ago I had an occasion to enquire of you in my letter of Bhadra Badi 8th. 
Friday, Samvat, 1958, whether there was any truth in  the rumours that were current 
regarding certain secret arrangements being made between your Government and that of 
Rnssia, when I received a reabsuring reply, dated Rlargn Sudi 5th, Monday, Samvat, 1:)58, 
to the effect that the rumours had no foundation in truth, and that they mere being 
circulatctl in  the newspapers with a view to bring about a rupture between the Govern- 
ments of Nepal and Tibet, and this reassnrtmre, coupled with the conviction that such 
revolutionary steps could never be taken by nlen of your intelligence, led me to allow our 
friendly relations ro continue as before. 

Now again, although it, is long since the British Commissioners arrived at  Khamba 
Jong wit,h a view t,o ~ ~ R C U R S  and bring about a settlement, satisfactory to both parties of all 
matters relating to rhe aforesaid Convention, yet your omission to depute any Com- 
missioners vested with full authority, and your neglect or failure to bring about a 
rc?aaonable ~ettlement. so long, compel me to t.hink that such unj~istifiable conduct on your 
part might lead to grave colisequences and fill my mind wit,h serious misgivings. 

I t  i~ lair1 rlown in t,he treaty concluded on Chaitra Bacli Rrd, Monday, Semvat, 1912, 
betwecm the Governments of Nepal and Tibet that this Government will assist Tibet in 
case of an invasion of its territory by any foreign Rajas. Consequently, when a difference 
of opinirm  arise^ between you ant1 any one else, it is incumbent on me to h e l } ~  you to the 
best of my power with my advice and guidance in order to prevent any tronbles befalling 
you from such difference, and the manner in  which yon have managed this business not 
appwring commendable, the aseistiince to be rendered to you by me at this crisis of your 
own creation, consists in giving you such advice as will conducc to the welfare of your 



country. The said advice is given below, and I am fully confident that you will, after due 
deliberation, lay it  before the Potala Lama and come to a speedy conclusion to act according 
to it. Should you fail to follow my advice and trouble befall you, there would be no way 
open to nle to assist you in any other way in the troublous situation brought about by 
you without listening to my advice and following a wayward course of your own. Under- 
.stand it  well : for the British Government does not appear to have acted in  an improper or 
high-handed manner in this matter, but is simply trying to have the conditions of the 
treaty fulfilled, to which everybody has a right, and it  is against the treaty, as well as  
against all moralit,y or policy, to allow matters to drift and to regard as enemies the 
officers of such a powerful Governmeut who have come to enforce such rights. Besides, 
when His Majesty the Emperor of China has, for your good, posted Ambas of high rank, it  
is  a serious mistake on your part to disregard even their advice, and neglect to carry on 
business with the British Commissioners. 

(1.) You are fully aware of the greatness of the British power. I t  is against all policy 
to disparage and to behave as if you had no concern with the Commissioners deputed by 
such a powerful Government to discuss the terms of the treaty concluded between the t w o  
Governments. 

(2.) I t  is the bounden duty of every one to abide by a treat1 made by oneself. I t  will 
be a serious failure of duty on your part if a calamity befalls your country through yonr 
not acting in a straightforward and reasonable manner with the powerful Rritish Govern- 
ment which is actuated simply by such lawful motives. 

(3.) I t  is said that you refuse to be bound by the Anglo-Tibetan Treaty of 1890 on the 
gronnd that it was not concluded by you, but by the Chinese. If this report is correct, 
then you have acted very improperly. You and we have for a long time held in  high 
respect His Majest,y the Emperor of China, as is quite clear from the wording of the Treaty 
of 1!)12 between Nepal and Tibet. I t  is improper to declare that the aforesaid Convention, 
having been made by the Chinese, is not binding upon you, since whatever mas done was 
done on yonr behalf. I t  is against reason for you to say so. 

(4.) I may point out here that, since the conclusion of the Treaty of Samvat, 1872, 
between the Hritish and the Nepal Governments, representatives of both the Governments 
have reaided in the two countries, and the due observance of the terms of the treaty has been 
continually aclvantageons to the Government of Nepal, nor has my religion suffered in any 
way. The advantages derived from suzh arrangement are too many to enumerate. Since 
the treaty was made, the British Government has on different occasions restored to us 
territories lost by Nepal i n  war and producing a revenue oE many lakhs of rupees. This 
fact shoultl also be known to you. 

(5.) You must bear in  mind that the Government you are to deal with are not a 
despotic, bct it coristit~~tioni~l oue, ant1 t h i ~  \\-ill be corroborated hy t,he fact that they have 
helped 11s to maintain the autonomy of our country up to so long a time, whereas they 
might. have easily deprived us of it if they had a mind to behave with us  in  a despotic and 
unjnht nlanner. The nlost notable feature in  our relation with the Rritish Government is 
that they s:~credly ol)>ervctl our religious a ~ ~ t l  social prrjutlicrs. Hence if yon can even 
now take time by t l ~ e  foreloclc to settle the hanging 1111estions ant1 behave with them as 
yonr trne frientls hcreaftttr, I :LILI sure 'I'ibb-t will dt,rivn the same I~eneGt from such alliance 
as Sel) ;~l  has hitherto clone. I 11et:tl not mention here how 1l;~ppy I should be if your 
r e l a t i o l ~ ~  \vit,h tht: 13ritisli (+overrltnent \Yere as cort1i;~l as t,houe of mine. 

(6.) l'hat the liritisil Government any evil designs nljon Tihet dors not appear 
from any source It is well known that the R U I ~  never sets 111)on the I3ritish dominions. 
That tlte Sovereign of xnch a \,nst ICmpire entrrtains designs of unjustly and improper11 
taking your nloontainons c~juntry should never cross your mind. 

(i.) Tihet is a great home of Rntlhism. There should not 1,e the lrast suspicion of the 
E n g l i ~ h  nh.111lling with th;~t  religion, for it is not their rule to interfere with other people's 
veliyiori. 011 the contr:lry, t l~e i r  in te re~ t  for I311tlhism is apllarmt florn the fact that,, after 
consulting oltl religions boolrs, they fixed upon the site of li,1pilavasto, the birth-place of 
Budha, as being situate11 in the Bntwal district of  Nepal, antl when upon the strength of 
this inform;ilion Ave tracetl the pl:~cr and tlng it  up, fonntlations of oltl buildings were 
tliscovered, antl we fonnd out also the ancient irnage of Rudha with his mother situated in 
the Lnmrnini Garden. 

(8.) Thinking that to bring a l ~ o ~ i t  unnecessary complic;1tion~ wit11 the 13ritieh Govern- 
ment is like producing heatlache by twisting a rope rollnil one's hrad when ~t is not 
aching. I have written to yon Iny views. and I see it  clearly that, if you disregard my 
advict, a serious calamity is likely to overtake you. 

(13.) I am in hopes that, I shall soon have reassuring news of you. 



Enclosure 52 in No. 129. 

From Colonel F.  E. Younghusband, C.I .E . ,  Khalnba Jong, to the Foreign 
Sec~~etary ,  S i m h ,  dated the 8th September, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your telegram 2nd September. Offer of yaks quite invaluable. Five 
hundred in a month's time would be most acceptable. 

Enclosure 53 in No. 129. 

E'rom Colonel F.  E. Yonnghz~sband, ( ' . I .E . ,  Khan~ba Jong, to the 
Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated Khamba Jong, the 9th (despatched 
f ~ o m  Telegraph Camp, Silckim, on 10th) September, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Your telegram of 2nd instant." I have written recommending, besides 
movement of twenty-third Pioneers t o  Jalap-la 

Enclosure 44. route, the increase of my escort by one hundred 
inen from the supports, and the acceptance from Nepal of five hundred 
yaks. All these moves t o  take place in about a month's time. I f  hostilities 
are forced on us, I recommend occupation of Chumbi Valley to be followed 
by advance of the Mission to Gyantse. 

Enclosure 54 in No. 129. 

Political Diary of the Tibet F~ont ier  Commission. 

(Extract.) 

31st   up st, 1903.-A trustwortby informant visited me in the morn- 
ing alld spoke in rather a serious way of the present situation. H e  says, 
from a number of small indications, he is convinced that  the Ti'betans will 
do nothing till they are made to--till a situation has been produced and 
they have been compelled to come to terms. They are quite sure in their 
own rninds that  they are fully equal to us; and fa r  from our getting any- 
thing out of them, they think that they will be able to force something out 
of us. Some 2,600 Tibetan soldiers are believecl, he says, to be occupying 
the heights and passes along a line running hetween Phar i  and Shigatse. 
1,000 rifles manufactured a t  Lhasa have been issued to  the Lhasa Com- 
mand, and 500 eacl~ to the Phar i  . nd Shigatse Commands. H e  does not 
think, however, that they will attaclc ns for the present, though they may 
In the winter, ~vhen they thinli onr co~nmilnication is cut off by snow. Their 
present policjr is one of passive obstrnction. They have made np their 
minds to havc no negotiations with us inside Tihet; and they will simply 
leave 11s here; while, if we try to advance further, they will opl)ose us by 
force. They arc afraicl that, if they give us an inch we will take an ell; 
and if they allow us here onc year, we will go to Shigatse the next and 
Lhasa t1l.c.: nest. So they are determined to stop us a t  the start.  

A t  thc sarne time tlicse Lhava delegates-nnd the local officials, to curry 
favoiir, encourage then1 in thc vim--are very indisposed towards 11s. They 
say we give them a great tlcal of trolible 11erc; and the Depon (General) has 
gone so far  as to1 say (to llis own 1)col)le) tjhat he does not like meat as a 
rule, hut he ~vould not a t  all ~n ind  eating our flesh. 

The Shigatse Abbot has done his best to make the Lhasa officials take 
a more reasonable view, I~n t  without snccess. And the Lhasa officials are  
entirely ruled by the National Assenlbly a t  Lhasa, chiefly conlposed 'of 
Lhasa monks. 



A report is current that  we wish to open shops a t  Lhasa, Shigatse, and  
Gyantse; and the Depon gives out that, if we want to  do this, we shall have 
to do i t  by force, for the Tibetans would never agree t o  it.  I told the trust- 
worthy informant that we had formerly had a mart  a t  Shigatse; that  
business had been carried on there for years without trouble; and I could 
not see why there should be trouble if we had a mart  there again. 

1st September.-Mr. H o  paid me an  oEicial visit to-day to say he had 
been recalled to Lhasa on account of ill-health. Previous to his visit he 
had also written me a letter to the same effect. I told him I was sorry I 
should lose the pleasure of his company for some time, but I hoped he would 
take advantage of his journey to Lhasa to advance the business we had in  
hand by explaining to the Amban the position of affairs here. " It did 
not seem to me," I said, " that  the Amban a t  all realised in how serious a 
light we regarded the present negotiations; nor the responsibility which 
rested upon the Chinese in regard to them." I then recounted how, under 
the Chifoo Convention of 1876 we had become entitled to receive passports; 
how in 1885 passports for such a mission were given to Mr.  Macaulay; 
how, in deference to the subsequently expressed wishes of the Chinese, 
we had countermanded that  mission; how this regard for the wishes 
had only resulted in the Tibetans invading the territory of a British 
Feudatory; how, again, in consideration for the Chinese, we had 
refrained for nearly two years from taking any action against t h e  
Tibetans, in the hope that  the Chinese would exercise their authorilty over 
them; how, being disappointed in our expectations, we had been obliged 
to turn them out of Sikkim and pursue them into Chumbi; how, even there, 
again in deference to the wishes of the Chinese, we had abstained from 
re-occupying the Chunibi Valley; how the Amban had come down to Sikkim 
to settle affairs between us and the Tibetans, assuming all responsibility 
for them, engaging to obtain the formal assent of the Lhasa Government 
to any agreement he might make with us, but professing to treat this as a 
matter of little importance; how we had concluded a, treaty with the 
Amban; and, lastly, how the Tibetans had systematically broken and 
repudiated that treaty, while the Chinese professed their incapacity to hold 
them to i t .  

All this, I said, made a very serious position. The British Govern- 
ment had time after time shown consideration to the Chinese Governnlent. 
but the net result was that  the Tibetans had broken the old treaty and now 
placed every obstacle in the way of negotiating a new one. 

The only reply which Mr. H o  made to this was that  the Tibetans were 
a difficult people to deal with;  that  they took exception to many parts of 
the treaty which the Amban had made on their behalf, and this was the 
reason why they would not observe it.  

The Shigatse Abbot and some other Tibetans-though not the Lhasa 
delegates-had accompanied Mr. H o ;  and he, after explaining the situa- 
tion to them, said to me that  the Tibetans objected to negotiating. a t  Khamba 
Jong, and asked me myself to tell them our decision to remain here was 
final. I said I had already told them so a hundred times; but that  i t  was 
his business more than rnine; and tha t  I must trust to him to represent 
this matter to the Amban, and impress upon him the importance of using 
his influence with the Tibetan Government to make them change their 
present attitude. Not only Mr. Ho himself, but also the Amban, had 
written to say that, if the Viceroy did not care for negotiations to take 
place a t  Yatung, he was quite prepared to  conduct them a t  any other place 
which the Viceroy might select. Seeing that we had a right to send a 
mission to Lhasa, and seeing that the last negotiations were conducted a t  
Calcutta, His Excel1enc~- might very reasonably have selected Lhasa as the 
place for the present negotiations. And when he selected Ichamba Jong, 
there could be no possible justification for objecting to it. 

This the Amban must impress upon the Lhasa Government, who did 
not seem to  understand that  for years they had been offending the British 
Government., and whom i t  ill became, therefore, to object to the mere place 



where negotiations should be held. W e  had given them the opportunity 
.of negotiating, and if the Lhasa Government still persisted in refusing to  
hold negotiations here, and the Chinese still showed their incapacity to 
make them negotiate at this place, the Amban must understand, I said, 
that  the position would become very grave indeed, and the Chinese and 
'Tibetans would only have themselves to thank if ,  under those circumstances, 
the British Government took matters into their own hands and adopted 
their own measures for effecting a settlement. 

Mr.  H o  said he would explain this to  the Amban and he also then 
explained it to the Tibetans present, who seemed to  a, certain extent 
impressed, though they said that  we were acting in a very oppressive 
manner. 

The conversation then turned on the question of our seizure of the yaks. 
The Abbot said the animals would s&er from being confined. and he asked 
when they would be released. I told him that  thev were allowed to  graze 
every day, and that, if he thought they were suffering, their immediate 
release could be procured by bringing the two men who had been seized and 
beaten, and by paying the sum of Rs. 2,000 we demand as compensation for 
their ill-treatment. 

I then told Mr. H o  that  this was another case which he should repre- 
sent to  the Amban, for it ,  too, was becoming serious. Two British-pro- 
tected subjects had been without cause seized and beaten by the Tibetans. 
It had been contended that  the men had no right to  be a t  Shigatse; but 
even if  they had no right there, the 'Tibetans had no right to seize and beat 
them. MTe did not, however, acknowledge that the Lachung men had no 
right. On the contrary, i t  had long been their custom to trade with 
Shigatse. I added that  even British Indian subjects used to  trade there, 
and have had a regular mart  there for many years. 

Mr. Ho promised to represent all that  I had said during this interview 
to the Amban, and he was confident some action ~ilould be taken. 

The Tibetans throughout made repeated assertions that  the Lhasa 
delegates would not negotiate here; and the absence of the delegates on 
this occasion, and still more their refusal to  accoinpany Mr. H o  on a visit 
last week which he had actually arranged to make me, and which he had 
to abandon a t  the last moment on account of their refusal, is sufficient proof, 
both of their determination not to discuss matters here, and of the incom- 

etence of the Chinese representative to make them act in accordance with 
{is wishes. 

The Tibetans also asked that  I would forward to  the Viceroy their 
request to have negotiations conducted elsewhere. I informed them that  
I had not yet heard from them any sufficient reason which I could submit 
to His Excellency as justification for a. reconsideration of the matter. 

2nd S e p t ~ n ~ b e r . - I  hat1 arranged to return Mr. Ho's visit this after- 
noon; but early this morning I received a letter from Captain Parr, sayillg 
that  after yesterday's interview Mr. Ho had decided to leave for Lhasa early 
this morning. Mr. H O  aslred him to convey to me a his al,preciation of my 
extreme courtesy and consideration throughout his sojourn here." Captain 
P a r r  added that Mr. Ho " seemed sanguine that  his efforts to induce a more 
enlightened 1)olicp at Lbasa would not be barren of results "; and he had 
assured Captain Par r  that he would not fail to  place the views expressed 
by me at yesterday's intervie~v before the Amban and the Tibetan Council. 

I wrote a 1)rivate note to Captain P a r r  in reply, asking him to express 
my I-egrets to Mr.  Ho that  I had not been able to have the pleasure of re- 
turning his visit, and to tell hiln that every word I said ~ r e s t e r d ~ ~  well- 
weighed and considered beforehand, and not one word lyas said which was 
not meant in earliest. I trnsted, therefore, that  if he wished to  save this 
count1.v from trollhle, he ~vollld ilnpress most earnestly upon the Amban the 
urccssity of taking action before i t  was too late. 



That Mr. Ho will De able to effect much is, however, doubtful. He is. 
not a man of any strength of character, for if he was, he would have been 
able to assert himself much more forcibly over his Tibetan colleagues than 
he has done. Moreover, the Chinese Government itself is evidently very 
lukewarm over this business, and he is not the man to run against the 
general current. There is even, too, a rurnour which has reached Mr. 
Wilton that he is being recalled in disgrace, which would make it still less 
likely that he would be able to exert any influence a t  Lhasa. 

British Commissioner 
Khamba Jong, 

The 2nd September, 1903. 

Enclosure 55 in No. 129. 

Dinry kept by Captain W. F. O'Connor d1rrin.g the Tibet Frontier Mission. 

(Extract.) 

27th A~igusI, 1903.-A cloudy morning. Maximum temperature 67.9' ; minimum 38.5". 

The  Tibetan officers who were to have visited us this morning sent an excuse by 
Capktin Parr to say that they would rather not come. The reason assigned to Captain 
Parr was that they were in  doubt as to  the manner i n  which they were likely to be 
received ; but it is probable that this is a mere subterfuge, and that in  reality they are 
unwilling to commit themselves in  any way whatever. At  any rate, the proposed 
interview fell through. 

A convoy arrived in the afternoon bringing some tents, mess stores, Cc. 

Large stores of fodder and fuel continue to arrive daily at the Jong. 

28th August.-Still cloudy. Maximum temperature 66.5' ; minimum 37". 

An uneventful day. Towards evening the sky cleared ancl the snows stood out 
plainly all around. Therr seems every prospect of a complete change for the better in  
the weather. 

Note from a trustworthy informant. I t  is rumoured that the Tibetan garrison between 
here and Shicatse has been largely reinforced. The estimated strength of the Shigatst. 
Gyantse, and Phari Commands is 2,600 men. Two thoosancl of the new rifles are said t o  
hare been distributed : 1,000 to the Lhasa garrison, and 500 each to the Shigatse and 
Phari garrisons. 

29th Aug1int.-This is the finest morning we have had for some weeks. There arn 
still scattered cumnlus cloutls in the sky, but the snows of the Sikkim frontier are quite 
cle;lr, and the air is fresh and exhilarating. Maxi~nurn temperature 70.5' ; minimum 3.5'. 

We took some photographs during the morning, including a group of one member of 
each of the different tribes nations repre~entetl  in our camp. I t  included a Tibetan, a 
Chinaman, a Silrkim Bhutia, a Sherpa Rhutia (from Eastern Nepal), a J,epcha. a 
Bhutanese. a Nepali, a Punjabi Sikh, a Hindu, a hInssulman, and two half-Tibetan half- 
Chinese " br:1vesV from Cnpt;t~n Parr's escort. 1.ientenant Railey took a gatrol out beyond 
Lung-done village in  the morning, and found nothing but six T ~ b e t a n  soldiers in the 
villaqe. In  the afternoon RIr. White ;rncl I ancl the Kumar rode out eastwartls ant1   hot 
some hares. I t  is said now t h ; ~ t  the Tiljetans will refuse to allow the Sikkim nlen who 
have sheep grazing in Tibet to tlrive their sheep back to Sikkim-that they will, in fact, 
confiscate them : this, of course, as a connterblast to our action in seizing lheir ~ h e e p  and 
ytks in  Giaocong. They have definitely refused to allow the Lachung people to bring in 
their flocks of sheep without permission of the Jongpen. This permission is now being 
asked, and it remains to be seen what the answer will be. 

30th A11gltnt.-A fine bright morning. Maximum temperature 68.5" ; minimum 35'. 

Colonel Younghnshand an11 Mr. Bailey rode up the 1Charnl)a Jong nulla, and securcd 
six species of birds, some Frogs, kc., to add to the stock of specimens of T~be tan  fa~ ln i~ .  
About 2 p.m. a thunderstorm ushered in a 11eavy hail and rainstorm. This was quite the 
heaviest shower we bare l ~ a d ,  and in a few minutes a stream of water found its way into 
camp by the main entrance and effectually tlrenchetl a large number of tents. The shower 
only l a ~ t ~ t l  ahout half an hour, but .44 inches was registered in the rain gange. It was 
~nteresting to notice that the thermometer went down :I(;" (Crom 72' Lo :!tio) at  a rnn \rhea 
t l l ~  shower began. 

It  appears that the Jongpen has given permission to the Lachung heatlmnn to take 
away his sheep into Sikkim if he w i ~ h e s  to do so. 



Mr. Whit,e and Mr. Wilton rode some four to five miles up  the Khamba Jong nulla, 
and crossing the hills to the north, descended into the 'Ilaru Chu valley and rode home via 
Se-kang village and the ICozo hot springs. They escaped the thunderstorm which seeme 
to have been very local in  its range. 

31st Ai~ggust.-Light rain lasting from 4.30 a.m. to about 8 a.m. Total rainfall 
registered during 24 hours .46 inches. A dark cloudy morning. Maximum tempera- 
ture 70.2" ; minimum 41'. 

Average maximum temperature during the month . . . . . .  68-23' 
. . . . . .  ,, minimum ,, 9 o 38.9" 
. . . . . .  Highest maximum ,, 3 9  7, 76.5' 
. . . . . .  Lowest minimum 9, 7 )  9 35.0' 

Total rainfall registered during the mcuth . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.61" 

The statisiics for July (11th to 31st) were-- 
Average maximum temperature . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... 69.65" 

,, minimum temperature . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  38.89" 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Highest maximum ,, 75.8" 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lowest minimum , I  35.0° 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Total rainfall registered 0'12" 
(Some light rain fell before the arrival of the rain guage). 

A Tibetan returned from Rhe reports that there are no Tibetan soldiers at Rhe, 
but that he hears there are 200 at  Yago a little further on. Ho and the Tashi-Chempo 
Abbot are to call on our camp at 12 noon to-morrow. 

1st September.-Another dark cloudy morning. Light rain during the night. 
-02" registered. Maximum temperature 65.9' ; minimum 37.9'. 

At  noon Mr. Ho, the Abbot, and Ba-du-la called on t,he Commissioners. During the 
ensuing interview Colonel Younghusband impressed upon Mr. Ho the serious nature of the 
course of obst,ruction now being pursued by the Tibet,ans, and begged him to explain this 
aspect of the case both to the present and Qhe coming Ambans. l 'h is  Mr. Ho promised to do. 
The Tashi-Chempo officials then put forward their threadbare requests on the old lines, 
raising the question of our presence here and the impossibility of any negotiations being 
conducted at Khamba Jong, and begging for the return of the livestock which we had 
seized at Giaogong. To this Colonel Younghusband gave a firm and uncompromising 
answer to the effect that we have 110 intention of moving from here, and as regards the 
animals, they must endeavour to settle that question with the Lhasa representatives, and 
that, on the production of our two Sikkim men and of Rs. 1,000 each as compensation, the 
animals would be restored. Mr. Ho also communicated this reply to the Tibetans, and the 
interview closed. 

I hear from the Te-ling ICusho that the Jongpen has just had news of his father's 
death and is a t  present in  mourning. Tibetan mourning hats for 49 days. All ornaments 
are removed, and for three days the mourners do not leave t,he house. After the three 
days they may leave the house, but. they do not resume their ornaments or wash their 
faces until the expiration of the 49 days. The funeral obsequies are of an extraordinary 
and, to our ideas, barbarous nature. 

A trustworthy informlnt tells me that he hears the rifles of native manufacture are of 
the gas-pipe order, and that several have burst at practice ; and also bhat the ammunition is 
of a very inferior kind. They are of the Martini pattern. 

The Chinese officer, who is to act here during Ho's absence, hns arrived at  Khamba 
from Chiimbi. 

2 d  Soptern1~~r.-A cloudy morning. '01" rain yesterday. Maximum temperature 
6.7.:1° ; mini~num 38.9O. 

The new Chinaman called at noon. He is a Tung-ling, ranking as a Colonel, and 
wears a coral button. His name is Chao. He is a cheery, honest looking little man, 
appareut,ly wit,llout any tliplolnatic pretensione or guile. He chatt,ecl away very freely, and 
gavt. his v i e w  on :I number of matters wit,hout reserve. Anlongst other t,hings he 
confirmed t,he common report t.h;~t the Chinese have lost most of their former prestige 
amonget the Tibetans, and find great dilHculty in having tlieir wishes attended to. He 
insbnced a case which occurred h s t  year i~t, Lhnsa where some friction aroee between the 
Tale Lama ant1 the Ambans. What the Colonel said was that, formerly, when there was a 
Regent,, i t  was the cust'orn for the Ambans to go direct to him concerning any matters 
which they wishetl to discuss or arrange ; but. that now there is no Regent, and they 
cannot, be perpetually worrying a Pontiff like the Tale Lama on secular affairs ; whilst if 
they attempt to give any instructions to the Shapes, they are met by the reply-"We are the 
~ervan ts  of t,he Tale Lama, not of you." The lack of a Regent, he said, caused great 
inconvenience, as it  had "always been a custom to have one." This is, of course, a very 
perverted view t,o take of the Tibetm~ constitution. The " custom " of having a Regent 



aroso from the " custom " of the Regent quietly disposing of the young Tale Lamas when 
they become old enough to be troublesome. Now that the present Tale Lama has 
succeeded in attaining his majority, and, instead of being made away with himself, has 
satisfactorily disposed of his Regent, the political situation at  Lhasa has assumed an 
entirely different complexion. As the power of the Tale Lama increases, RO the intluence 
of the Ambans wanes ; and all reports tend to confirm the decrease of Chinese prestige 
throughout Tibet. 

Colonel Chao made a Ion? visit of over an hour. On the question of the return call he 
said that, as he was at  present very uncomfortably lodged, he would ask the Commissioners 
to defer their visit for a day or two. 

3rd September.-A cloudy morning. Maximum temperature 70' ; minimum 38.g0. 

Our flock of sheep with the Lachung shepherd, which has been out grazing all day, has 
not retnrned t,c, camp as usual. Two men were eent out to search for it at 10 o'clock P.M. 

Enclosure 56 in No. 129. 

Political Diary of the Tibet Frontier Commission. 

(Extract.) 

3rd September, 1903.-Yesterday afternoon Colonel Chao called and 
said he had been deputed by the Amban to carry on business in the absence 
of Mr. Ho. H e  is the Commandant a t  Phari ,  from which place he has 
just arrived. H e  is about 50 years of age and of the simple, honest, 
straightforward soldier type. H e  was very diffident, and full of conversa- 
tion, informing us that  Mr.  H o  had been recalled to Lhasa to explain 
matters to  the Chinese Resident. It was not clear whether he had been 
recalled in disgrace, but the Colonel gave the impression that  Mr. H o  had 
not given satisfaction. I also gathered that  he was not to return. But  
a " clever young civil officer " was t o  come from Lhasa to help the Colonel. 

The new Amban, the Colonel said, was not expected t,o arrive till 
November, and the new Assistant Amban would arrive with him. 

The Dalai Lama, according to the Colonel, was giving a good deal of 
trouble to the Chinese Residents. Last  year he refused to do what the 
Resident asked him to do. Formerly Dalai Lamas were always infants, 
and the Regents always obeyed the Chinese Residents. Now there is an  
adult Dalai Lama, he does what he likes, and refuses to obey the Resident. 
Both Residents accordingly last year petit.ioned the Throne to  be relieved 
of their charges. 

The Dalai Lama also wrote a memorial to the Throne, asking to be 
considered higher than the Tashi Lama of Shigatse, but the Resident 
refused to forward the petition. The Dalai Lama sits on a seat three feet 
higher than the Resident. Though his authority is supreme in spiritual 
matters, the Council assume the chief voice in temporal matters. 

The people of Chumbi, the Colonel said, were most anxious for a proper 
settlement to come out of the present negotiations, as they were hoping 
trade would thereby increase and their profits with it. 

The reply of the Viceroy to the Amban's letter arrived to-day. 

4th September.-The Deputy from Shigatse, Bodala by name, came to 
see Captain O'Connor to-day to say that  objections were bein raised to  
our constructing the telegraph line to Kha~nba  Jong. I to k d Captain 
O'Connor to say that  the telegraph line was being constrlicted by order of 
the Viceroy, in order that  His Excellency might be able to communicate 
rapidly with me. I t  was only a temporary arrangement, and would be 
removed directly we left here. H e  might, if he thought necessary, represent 
this to the Tashi Lama. 



5th September. The Shigatse Abbot came to see Captain O'Connor 
to-day to make a further representation regarding the construction of the 
telegraph line. These Shigatse people say that personally they do not mind, 
and they dislike making these constant representations to us; but they are 
held responsible by the Lhasa authorities, so are bound to make formal 
protests. They say they are like little birds watching a fight between two 
wild yaks-the Lhasa Government and ourselves being the yaks. 

The Lhasa delegates remain in the fort, and, under orders from Lhasa, 
decline all intercourse, official or social, with the Commission. 

British Commissioner. 
Khamba Jong, 

The 6th September, 1903. 

Enclosure 5'7 in No. 129. 

From the Foreign Secretary, Simla, to the Resident i n  Nepal, Segowlie, 
Khatmandu, dated the 14th September, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Please convey hearty thanks of Government of India to  Minister for 
offer of 500 yaks, which they accept gratefully, and also for cordial co- 
operation shown by him in adtdressing admonition and sound advice to 
Lhasa Government. The Minister's friendly action in this matter is much 
appreciated. Please inform Younghusband when and how the yaks will 
move. H e  wants them in one month a t  Khamba Jong. 

Enclosure 58 in No. 129. 

Letter from Colonel F. E.  Younghusband, C.I.E., British Contmissioner, 
Tibet Frontier Commission, to the Secretary to the Government of 
India, in the Foreign Department, dated Kham.ba Jong, the 9th 
September, 1903. 

(Extract.) 

In your telegram, dated 2nd September, you direct me to submit 
proposals for dealing with the situation if Tibetans continue im- 
practicable. ill1 the information IVF receive tends to ~ I I O I V  that  the 
Tibetnris d o  intcnd to ilialntain their ohatructive attitude. They ilt p r e  
sent ahiolntely rei11sc1 t o  nrgotintc herr, and our informant, ~vhorn Ca1)tain 
O'Connor had deb1)atchcd to Lliasa, reports that  t l ~ e  head Councillor 
hat1 declined to serve on the Comrriission on the ground that  war was 
certain. I think, therefore, i t  may be taken as assulued that  the Tibetans 
will refuse to negotiate in any way which we could consider satisfactory. 
That being so, thr qnestion arises ~vliat  action we should take to 
indiice them to change their present attitude. I think the reply of His 
Excellency the Viceroy to the Amhnn will have some effect upon the Chinese 
a t  least. T3oth Cliinese and Tibetans have no dol~bt up till now been under 
thc 11nl>rc5+1(~1 thiit thc Oo~nniission is rner,ely one more of the futile little 
missions which liave come and gone lipon the Sikkim frontier during the 
last few years. They have thought so far  that, if they can be ohstrnctive 
enough diiring the slimmer and autumn, we will without doubt return before 
the winter. The Viceroy's letter will put them right on that  point : and I 
have also, in conversation with Mr. Ho and the Shigatse people, tried to  



,ring both the Chinese and the Tashi Lama round to putting pressure on the 
bbstinate Lhasa monks. There is little hope, however. that  mere verbal 
persuasion will be sufficient. Direct action will be required. The despatch 
of a second Pioneer Regiment to put the road to the Jalap-la in  order has, 
I understand, been ordered. I would recommend that  about the same 
time my escort should be strengthened by 100 men from the support. 
But what would have a greater effect than anything else upon the 
Tibetans would be the demonstrating to them that  the Nepalese are on our 
side, and not on theirs. The Nepalese Minister has offered 8,000 yaks. I 
would have 500 of these march across to us by the Tinki Jon route, and 7 would recommend that  a suitable representative of the Nepa ese Darbar 
should accompany them for the purpose of formally handing them over 
to us. This would be a sign which the Tibetans could not mistake that  the 
Nepalese were on our side, and the Nepalese Envoy might be authorised to 
state this in unmistakable terms, if necessary, to the Chinese and Tibetan 
representatives here. The strengthening of my escort and the appearance 
of the Nepalese yaks might be made to  coincide with the concentration of 
the 23rd Pioneers in the neighbourhood of the Jelap-la Pass in about a 
month's time. This is, I think, all that can be done to bring the Tibetans 
to a more suitable state of mind. I f  these measures fail an  advance into 
the Churnbi valley is the most obvious course to take, for the Jelap-la can 
be crossed at any time during the winter, and along the Chumbi valley lies 
the best trade route and military road to Lhasa. When the Chumbi valley 
has been occupied, the Commission might, transported by the Nepalese 
yaks, march across to Gyantse. The 32nd Pioneers and all transport 
~ - o u l d  then be transferred to the Chumbi valley line, and that  line be for 
the future made our chief line of communication. 

Enclosure 59 in No. 129. 

Letter from Colonel F. E. Younghusband, C.I.E., British Commissioner, 
Tibet FTontier Commission, to the Secretary to the Government of 
India, in the Foreign Department, dated Khamba Jong, the 4th 
September, 1903. 

With reference to Mr. Russell's letter, dated tEe 26th August, 1903. 
1 have the honour to report that  the letter from His Excellency the Viceroy 
to  His Excellency Yu, which i t  enclosed, has, together with Chinese and 
Tibetan translations thereof, been this day forwarded to Captain P a r r  for 
transmission to Lhasa. 

Enclosure 60 in No. 129. 

Political Diary of the T&t Frontier Commission. 

6th September, 1903.-Nil. 

7th September.-We all went to pay a return visit to Colonel Chao, 
who received us in a small tent, and regaled us on niilk-punch, which we 
ourselves, on a hint from him, llacl sent over for the purpose. H e  referred 
again to the construction of the telegraph, but said he had told the Tibetans 
there was no use in raising objections till the line had actually crossed the 
frontier. Mr. Wilton tried to come to some arrangement with Colonel 
Chao concerning the supply of barley and peas to us on payment, urging 
that, as we were guests in this country, i t  was only fit that  we should be 
supplied with what we required, a t  least on payment. Colonel Chao did 
not, however, give any definite reply. 



The villagers are all plucking the barley, though it is not yet thoroughly 
ripe. It is believed that  they are doing this by order-possibly in antici- 
pation of our seizing it,  if they allowed i t  to remain to ripen. 

A monk whom Captain O'Connor had sent to Lhasa returned here to- 
day with the information that  the Lhasa authorities have quite made u p  
their minds to fight, though they will make no move till the late autumn 
when the crops have been gathered in. The monks are most ready to  fight, 
but the  lay authorities say they are not required for the present. Two 
thousand rifles have been given out;  and the people generally been warned 
to be ready for war. 

Further information which the monk brought was to  the effect that  the 
Dalai Lama was coming to  Shigatse to confer with the Tashi Lama. An  
unusual number of Mongols are said to be in Lhasa a t  the present time. 

A report was received from Captain Cullen a t  Tangu that  some 
Tibetans had attempted to stop the telegraph from being constructed beyond 
Giaogong. H e  had, however, taken 50 men from Tangu, and informed 
the Tibetans that  we could not allow the construction of the telegraph to 
be interfered with. 

8th September.-Last night Mr. White and Captain O'Connor went off 
to explore the central range between here and Shigatse. 

The ex-monk from Lhasa further stated that  the chief Councillor had 
refused to take part  in the Commission on the ground that  war was certain, 
so he could do no good. The Chinese are now-a-days regarded with but 
small respect, owing to the growing influence of the Dalai Lama. 

9th September.-A trustworthy informant says that  the chief Coun- 
cillor has been appointed Chief Commissariat Officer, and is now busily 
employed in collecting and storing rations for troops in anticipation of 
hostilities; the informant considers the appointment of these men and the 
feverish activity displayed in collecting grain indicates that  hostilities are 
inevitable; and from what he has been able to gather, the Tibetans now 
consider themselves prepared a t  all points. 

F. E. YOUNGHUSBAND, Colonel, 
British Commissioner. 

Khamba Jong, 
The 9th September, 1903. 

Enclosure 61 in No. 129. 

Diar!/ Irrpt by Captain T V .  F. O'Conwwr during t h p  Tibet Frontier -1fission. 

(Extract.) 

4th Scpto)nb~r, 190:l.-Bright morning. Horizon clear, but clouds overhead 
Maximum temperatnre ( i 5 . 2 O  ; minimum 41.5O. 

The Te-ling Kosho carne into camp with word that some of the Tashi-Chempo officials 
wor~ld like to spealr to me on one or two minor points. Accordingly, at noon, Ba-du-la 
and the old Jongpen arrived. After some tlesnltory conversation they raised the question 
of the telegraph wire which has now l>rogressetl beyond Giaogong. Following the usnal 
Tibetan 11ne of argument, they mid that it  was not the custom to have telegraph wires in  
Tibet, and they frared they would gr t  into tronble if the line was carried further. They 
fnrther urged that the ndtlitional ~usl,icions which would be aroused by the erection of a 
telegraph woultl tend to more tlelay in the commencement of negotiations. 1 reportecl 
what they unit1 to Colonel Younglinsbnnd, who instructed me to inform them that the wire 
~ o n l d  only be temporary, ant1 mould be removed when we left Khamba Jong ; that its 
erection woul(1 greatly facilitate the tlesp:rtch of business when once llegotiations began ; 
and that telegraph wires were common in China. He informed them moreover, that the 
wire waH being erected by orderu of the Viceroy, and could only be stopped with his 
sanction. I gave them this mes~nge vrhich they said they perfectly understood, but that 
neverthele~s the wire would undoubtetlly annoy the Lhaea Government, and raise its 
uuspicione. I flaid that, in that caw, the Amb,in could very easily explain matters to the 
Tsong-(In ant1 Conncil, ant1 could allay their suspicions. They laughed at thie, aud said that, 



i n  a matter of this kind, the Amban's representations would have no effect whatever ; and 
that, although the Amban was perfectly aware of the harmless nature of a telegraph wire, 
he would hesitate to urge any views upon the Lhasa people which were distasteful to their 
national sentiments. H e  added t,hat.. where Chinese policy was in  accordance with their 
own views, the Tibetans were ready enough to accept the Amban's advice ; but that, if 
this advice ran counter in  any respect to their national prejudices, the Chinese Emperor 
himself would be powerless to influence them. The Tashi-Chempo men throughout 
behaved and spoke in a most reasonable manner, and before beginning the discnssion 
apologised profusely for the trouble they were giving in raising these '' trifling questions." 
They quite appreciated our common-sense arguments in favour of the wire, but were bound 
to protest against it  for the sake of their own skins. They left promising to report all 
we had said to the Abbot;  and Ba-da-la's last words as he left the tent were :-" The 
Tsong-du are mad." 

About 12.'10 p.m. a heavy storm of hail and rain began, which lasted till evening. 

Shortly after the Tashi-Chempo men had left our camp, the Khamba Jongpen with a 
small following, rode off towards Giaogong-no doubt in  order to satisfy himself regarding 
the telegraph wire. 

Our flock of sheep was brought hack to camp late this evening. They had wandered 
away towards Ta-tsang Gompa. Some 70 were missing, of which a certain number were 
killed by wolves. 

5th Scptemher.-There was steady rain during the night, and a light snowfall began 
about 6 a.m.. which lasted till after 8 a.m. Maximum temperature 62.8' ; minimum 34'. 
Total rainfall registered during 24 hours was 1.00 inch. 

At noon the Abbot and Ba-du-la came into camp, and I had an interview with them 
on the matter of the telegraph wire. They had nothing new to urge, and I gave them 
Colonel Younghusband's reply that, as the wire was being constructed under the Viceroy's 
orders, the question of stopping it could not be considered unless raised by the Amban or 
the Tibetan Government. With this they were obliged to be satisfied ; but they said that 
their position between the  British and Tibetan Governments was a very difficult one, and 
they compared themselves to a little boy who tries to interfere in a quarrel between two 
wild yaks with the probable result of getting his leg broken. They went away, saying 
that they w ~ u l d  represent the case to the Lhasa officers-from whom, however, they do 
not seem to anticipate very much. 

6th Septe/nber.-This is a clearer morning than we have had for some time. The 
snows of ttle Sikkim frontier are visible, but with wreaths of cloud r i ~ i n g  here and there. 
A good deal of fresh snow has fallen on the lower slopes of the southern Himalayas and on 
the central chain. The Sebubu-La, and the road thence towards Giaogong is all under 
mow. Maximum temperature 54.2' ; minimum 32.2'. Rain -03 inches. 

The Jongpen rode back towards the Jong from the direction of Giangong about 8 a.m. 
Colonel Younghusband and Mr. Bailey rode out towards the hot springs to collect natural 
history specimens. and Mr. White took some photographs of the Jong, kc. I n  the 
afternoon the wind changed, and blew from the north for the first time since we have 
been here, blowing back heavy masEes of clouds towards the Sikkim frontier, and having 
the mountains of the central chain quite clear. This looks as if the monsoon currents had 
been defeated at last, and that we are in  for the spell of clear weather to which me are 
entitled at  this time of the year. 

No further protest has been made either by the 'l'ashi-Chempo or Lhasa o5cials 
regarding the telegraph wire. The Jongpen, it appears, trietl his usual obstructive tactics 
with the working party, but wa8 told to clear out, and not make himself a nuisance. A 
1)art-j from Tangu has remove11 another small collection of Tibetans from Giaogong. 

7/11 & ? ( ~ t f / / l b f r . - ~  glorious cle:~r morning. Not a cloud in the sky, and all the snows 
~l lowing up plainly. I t  froze last night for tb r  first time since 7th .July-the day we 
arrived here. Maximum temperature 62.8' ; minimum 2d.5". 

At 10 a.m. the Colnmiesion~r, accompanied by Mr. Wilton and myself, called on 
C:olonel Chao at his tent nenl. Uirpta~n L'arr's camp. Captain Parr was also present. The 
conversation was confined to general topics. The people here havu begun to pluck their 
barley, altliough it is not xet ripe. Instead oE rrapiiig it  in the usual manner, they pluck 
it up by the roots, antl havc lpft it out on the fieltls to dry. The only explanation 1 can 
think of for this proceetling~ is that they have heen orderetl to pull up  their barley before 
it ripen6 by way- of rentlerlng it  imposnible for us to se t  grain on the npot later on. I t  is a 
ulost nufortanate thing that wr  ~Iiould have bern obliged to be dependent for our supply 
ot grain for so long on these people. 

During the day I arranged for a short trip to the central range, as I was anxious to 
obtain a vlew northwards from the summit of one of the praks. Mr. White decided to 
accompany me, ant1 accor,lingly we starter1 at 7.30 p.m. just as the moon rose, and, 
accompanietl by Four followers an11 one led-mulr, rode in a N.N.W. direction along the 
track leading to Utsi Gooipa. I t  was a lovely night-bright moonlight-almost as light as 
day, and we had no tlificnlty in f i n t l i n ~  our way. As we had kept our proceedings quite 
secret, no attempt was ma~le  to stop us, and we encountered only a few coolies near the 
Jong. Giving Utsi Monastery antl village a wid? berth we continuetl in the name general 
direction past the village of Kyerong (12 miles), and then turning almost due north steered 



by the stars and the distant peaks of t,he central chain. Our way lay over a series of level 
plains and low scrub-covered spurs and across some deep wide dry nulla beds-which latter 
puzzled us  a good deal a t  the time. Soon after midnight we reached the bed of a stream 
which drains t,he southern slopes of this portion of the chain and Bows westwards into the 
Tsomo-tel-tung lake. We followed up  this stream for some two or three miles until  we  
were well into the foothills of the range and near the mouth of the side-nulla which we 
decided to follow up next day, and a t  1.20 a.m. we pitched our small tente-8abri in a 
sheltered corner. Elevation 15,600 feet. Distance from Khamba Jong estimated 21 miles. 

8th Septevzber.-There was a very heavy dew where we camped, and everything left 
outside the tent was soaked. I t  froze pretty hard during the night, and the ground wan 
all white with hoar-frost in  the morning. I put out my small travelling thermometer 
before going to sleep, but Mr. White's Lepcha servant found it lying about and carefully 
shut it  up  in  its box and put it  away-so I failed to get the temperature. (Maximum 
temperature at  Khamba Jong 63' ; minimum 35".) I t  was a lovely clew morning, not a 
cloud in the sky. and Mr. White and I,  starting off a t  7 a.m., rode still northwards up  
the bed of the stream, and crossing a small side-nulla (where there was a large "dok " 
or shepherd's encampment), we struck into the valley which we decided to follow to its 
source i n  the mountains. We left our servants to follow behind and to camp i n  a nice spot 
near the foot of the hills. The valley we were now in ran in a general N.N.W. direction 
curving due N. near the top. I t  extended altogether some 6 or 7 miles with a flat grassy 
bottom throughout widening at  the mouth to a broad pasture land, half a mile or more in  
width, where herds of sheep and yaks were grazing. We rode quietly up  the valley and 
reached the pass at  the top at  10.20 a.m. Elevation 18,900 feet, distance from our last 
camp about 10 miles. To our disappointment there was no view obtainable from the pass 
-two spurs ran out east and west of us, and their crests hid all the country to the north. 
Accordingly I made my way to a sadrlle on the east, and thence climbed a peak to the 
south, and from the summit (just 20,000 feet by aneroid barometer) obtained a good view 
of the part of Tibet lying north and north and north-east. 

From north to north-east the horizon mas bounded by a low range of mountains whose 
average height I estimate at 18,000 to 19,000 feet but, at their north-east extension a 
huge snowy peak showed up rising apparently from behind the low range and exhibit- 
ing several thoueand feet of snow. I t  is certainly a very lofty peak. Snother  peak also 
situated at a great distance b e y ~ n d  the range was visible to the N.N.E. The valleys 
draining north run down steeply in  narrow gorges with grassy hillsides, and flow into 
the wide grassy valley of the Rlle Chu just visible far below. The country is 
mountainous, but the streams descend steeply to a comparatively low elevation, and their 
beds must unquestionably be more fertile than the barren reqion which lies to the south 
of the central chain, and in which we are now camped. I enjoyed a view of unparalleletl 
magnificence for half an hour, and descended again to the pass after taking a round of 
photographs. We rode down the valley and reached our little camp at  4.30 p.m. Some 
10 or 11 armed men having arrived at the village near our camp, we took precautions 
against a night attack or the theft of our ponies. 

9th Srpte)nber.-A lovely bright cloudless morning. (Maximum temperature a t  
Khamba Jong 68.2O ; minimum 30.5O.) Some villagers approached our camp and begged 

us to go away. Starting at 6.:30 a.m. we rode southnvards 
t On this platenll, is formen towards Ichnmba Jong, taking a line somewhat to the east 

by spurs from the central range. I of our first road. This led across a lofty plateau7 into the 
found severnl fossils w h ~ c h  differ plain of the Chi Chn, an11 we reached Kl~amba Jong at  ,"2,"2ff ~ ~ m ~ ~ ~ O & f O ~ h " , q ' ' h ~ ~ ~  1.30 p.m. without incident. We crossed several sheltered 
are formed OF slate, shales, and sand- valleyg, where grazing and fire\\-ood are very abundant. 
stone. J. C. WHITE. The only game we saw dnrlng our expedition was goa and 

hares and two prowling wolves. The views obtained have 
given us a very good conception of the topography of all this part of Tibet. 

lOtlr Sr!ple~~~bev.-Lovely bright morning. Maxitmlm temperature 70.9" : minimum 33". 

Quiet day in camp. Our mess-tent 11:tving at length arrived, was pitched to-day. 

Enclosure 62 in No. 129. 

Political Diary of Tibet Fvontier Comn~ission. 

(Extract.) 

10th September, 1903.-Mr. White and Captain O'Connor returned 
last night from their expedition in the Shigatse direction. They report 
that  the country descends steeply on the other side of the central range 
towards Shigatse. All the valleys and hillsides are well covered with grass, 
and there are  numerous and large flocks of sheep grazing. 



The weather has been slightly warmer to-day. The minimum last 
night was 33 degrees; and the maximum in the sun has been 81 degrees. 
Heavy storms are  sweeping along the Himalayas. 

12th September.-A Chinaman informed Mr. Wilton that  the Tibetans 
were beginning to get alarmed, and were by no means so confident as they 
were. H e  also said that  the new Assistant Amban had returned t o  China 
from the borders of Tibet. It had long been suspected that  he meant to 
get out of joining his appointment if he possibly could. No Chinese official 
likes coming to Tibet. 

Ba-du-la, the Shigatse Deputy, came to see Captain O'Connor to-day. 
The Lhasa delegates know that  the Viceroy has refused to recognise them, 
and Ba-du-la says that, if we would go to  Yatung proper, delegates 
would at once come to us. H e  also says tha t  the Abbot has consulted the 
horoscope, and finds that  Yatung is a most favourable place for negotia- 
tions. H e  and other Tibetans spoke in the most disparaging terms of the 
Chinese, and said the way they demanded ponies, supplies, firewood, &c., 
without paying for it was a great hardship. 

13th September.-The telegraph line constructed by Mr. McMahon 
reached camp this evening; and the highest telegraph station in the world 
has been established. The height of Khamba Jong, according to  com- 
putations by the Survey of India of observations by Mr. White, is 15,722 
feet above the sea-almost exactly the height of Mont Blanc. 

F. E .  YOUNGHUSBAND, 
British Commissioner. 

Khamba Jong, 
The 14th September, 1903. 

Enclosure 63 in  No. 129. 

From His Britannic Majesty's illinister, Peking, to His Excellency 
the Viceroy, Simla, dated the 23rd September, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

The British Consul-General a t  Cheng-tu reports new Resident for 
Tibet a t  that  place. H e  will start  for his post about the 8th of October. 

Enclosure 64 in No. 129. 

From His Britannic Majesty's Minister, Peking, to His Excellency 
the Viceroy, Simla, dated the 28th September, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

The Consul-General a t  Chengtu reports that  the new Resident was 
instructed to consult new Viceroy of Szechuen regarding Tibet affairs; 
delay was partly owing to this. The new Assistant Resident, who was 
also at Chengtu, proposed to take a large number of troops, but the Viceroy, 
then Resident, protested. Latter proceeding to his post 11th October, with 
an  escort of some forty soldiers. The Assistant Resident's departure is 
not yet fixed. 



Enclosure 65 in No. 129. 

D i a r y  kept by Captazn W. F. O'Connov dur ing  t l ~  Tibet F ~ o n t i e ~  Mission. 

(Extract.) 

11th S e ? ~ t e ~ n b ~ r  1903.-Bright, clear, cloudless morning. Maximum temperature 71° ; 
minimum 30'. 

A large convoy arrived bringing parcels, stores kc. Large quantities of provisions 
continue to arrive at  t,he Jong. On the 5th instant, 85 yak-loads of salt and tsampa 
arrived : on the 8th. 70 yak-loads ; on t,he loth, 35 yak-loads ; and smaller quantities on the 
intermediate days. The salt in exchanged with the villagers for grain. If this activity is 
typical of what is going on all over Tibet, the Tibetan Commissariat Department mill be 
well supplied when hostilities begin ; and we shall know where to forage for supplies. 

12th September.-Cloudless morning. Maximnm temperature 69.9' ; minimum 32.5'. 

One of the servants reports that after the moon rose last night, he saw a large nnmber 
of Tibetans crossing the pass over the hill to the north of the Jong, coming fro111 the 
Shigatse direction. He says they came in batches of 10 and 20 at a time. and ~nutrL have 
numbered several hundreds. He thinks they all went into the Jong. 

The telegraph wire is now progressing apace, and the posts are all up  as far as this. 
The wire should be in  to-morrow. 

Ba-du-la and the old and preuent Jongpens called at 3 this afternoon, and the Kumar 
and I had a long conversation with them. They only came to have a talk, I think, but, of 
course. raised their usual complaints. As an additional argument in  favour of the adoption 
of Yatnne as a place of meeting. Ba-du-la said that the Abbot had recently cast a most 
excellent horoscope by which it had been revealed to him that Yatung was in  every respect 
admirably situated for the discussion of frontier affairs, and, in  fact, a better place could 
scarcely be found. I told him that this fact would certainly be borne in  mind and given 
due weight in future consideration of the subject. H e  also said that should the Amban 
and a Shape come here as he believed was proposed, the local people mould be put to the  
greatest tr3ubleand hardship in supplying these officials and their retinue with fuel ancl pro- 
visions. That the Chinese especially were too proud to hurn the ordinary sheep or yak-dung 
fuel, and would have to be supplied with wood, and he said that the Chinese officials were 
extortionate and mean. That they got all they could from the poor country-people and 
never paid a penny for anything. There is little love lost between them and the Tibetans. 

13th Septelnber.-Bright, cloudless morning. Maximum temperature 66.5O ; mini. 
mum 28'. 

Mr. White and I, startinq at 10.35, rode to Giru and thence, leaving the main road t o  
Siklrim, we tuyned a little to the enstwartl ant1 rode on to the hills of the Siltkim frontier, 
and desrrntlerl to the half-way hut on the Siklrim side. A piercing cold wind was blowing 
up the Lachen valley from the ~ o u t b ,  and we contrasted the climate most u n f a v o ~ i r a b l ~  
wlth that of I<llamba Jong. When our jaks reached ns, we went on and camped near 
Gyarntso Nong-17.200 feet. 

14th Srpte~nber.-The wind b l e ~ v  without intermiss~on all night. I n  fact, the Lachon 
valley is a reqular funnel, confined by the two great peaks of Kangchenjhao and Chomiomo 
on the east ancl west, up which pours a continuous stream of fog and mist accompanied by 
a howlinq w i ~ ~ d .  We coultl see this valley smoking like a great c h ~ m n e y  from other parts 
of Tibet and Sikliiln, when the sky else~vhern was perfectly clo~itlless. Miniinum 
t e m ~ w ; ~ t u r e  at our camp, 24". 

[RZaxi~num temperature at I<hamba Jong 64' ; miniinu~n 2PT,".] 

Starting at 9 A.M. \ \ e  rode alona eastwartls, just inside the Sikkim frontier, and 
c:trnpetl ixftt~ a 13 mile march at Oloteug L)ok, just north of the Donkhya P,~ss. Elevation 
1S,300 feet. 

151i1 ,V/,plr1,171o..-Bri@t, clear morning. hlinimum temperature during the night 19.5O. 
Temperature at 6.30 25". 

[hlaxiinum t(~n1peratnre at Iihaiuba Tong 67" ; minimum :10.5°.] 

Leaving camp at 7.30 a.ar., we travellecl in a south-casterly direction to the summit of 
the I<:ungchung La,'' whcre we lnatle hypsometrical obser- 

Elevntior~ by nneroid harometrr 1-;~t~ons. From tht- summit of the pass we had a fair view 
1!1,200 feet. of Tibet to north ant1 north-east. The general character 

of the country is far more mountainous than I had sup- 
posrtl, the hills rising 2,000 and :<.000 feet above the valley bottoms. Leaving the yaks to 
continrie tlown thc vallcy to the north-east, Rir. White ant1 I rode up the hillsicle to the 
e;mt to a height of some 20,000 feet, \\,hence a r e  coultl see Cbnmolbari and the Rhanl Tso 
on the main Chu~nbi-(;yangtse mad. We descrnded thence along the ridge to x dok " or 
~ h e ~ h e r t l ~ '  encampnlcnt ;tt the j ~ ~ n c t i o n  of four streams some 8 or !I miles from the summit 
of the pass. 

On arrivnl here \ \r fount1 that onr yak-drivers 11atl mistilken their  order^ and gone 
astray, ant1 we sc.nt off oar oilly attendi~nt (my Tibetan scrvant) to hunt  for them. I t  was 
now getting dark, so we res~gnetl oursrlvcfi to a night in the open and soon 11t a good fire 
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of yak-(lung. .Just a t  dark a small paarty of Tibetans eneaked up  to our camp and took us 
by surprise ; but they mere very civil, and withdrew when we told them to come again in 
t,he morning. Ry nine o'clock our yaks antl servants tnrned up. Elevation of our camp 
17,000 feet. 

1Gth Scpie~~~,be~..-Clear, cloudless morning. Minimum temperatui-e during the 
night 18.2". 

[RIaxiinum temperature at  Khamba Jong 67.5O ; minimum 30°.] 
We found quite a crowd of Tibetans gathered round us in  the morning, some 50 or 60 

altogetl~er, ailtl they kept dropping in by twos and threes until we started. They were 
most of them "soldit~rs," without arms of any kind, and as simple and good-natured a 
collection of young yokels as we coulcl wish to meet. They made no attempt to interfere 
with us in any way, only asking us to go back or they ~vould get into trouble. We 
announced our intention of going straight across country to Ichamba Jong, to which they 
cheerfully acquiesced-only too thankful to be rid of us at any price. They were u n d e ~  
the orders of a " Shengo" or " Dingpon." After forming them up  in line and 
photographil~g them, we rode off in an easterly direction towards Ta-tsang Gompa. Our 
escort accompanied 11s for a mile or two, and we parted on the best of terms. These 
so-called soldiers were all Gjangtae men brought here to watch the passes. They are ~ i m p l r  
and a collection of ignorant untrained rustics without the slightest pretensions towards 
military acquirements and apparently without arms. Their one idea of military 
science is to built1 ridiculous little breast-walls on the crests of passes and across the roads. 
After a short march of some seven miles, we camped on the banks of a stream some five 
miles south of Ta-tsang Gompa. 

17tlr S~11tcrnb~r.-Clear morning. Minimum temperature 2 4 O .  

[31aximum temperature at  Khamba Jong 73' ; minimum 33.5O.1 

Sending our bappage to Ta-tsang Gompa, we rode in a north-easterly direction for 
some seven 111iles to the snmmit of a pass i n  the central chain whence we obtained a good 
vlew of the Rala Tso and the country In the neighbourhood. There was the usual 
Tibetan guard at the top of the pass ai~t l  the usual breastworks defending the pass and the 
hills on either side. The Icala Tso lies in a wide open basin surroundrd by hills on all 
sides. Round the shores of the lake are green marshy-looking expanses, with a "dok" 
here and there, hut no  house^ or villages visible. Neither in the plain of the lake, nor on 
the surrounding hillsides, could we see any trace of "Yomo " or other fuel. T ~ R  Gyangtae 
road lie6 along the eastern shores of the lake across a level plain, and then enters what 
appeared to us a narrow gorge with high steep hills on either side. We chatter1 freely with 
the Tibetan soldiers, and they gave 11s the benefit of such topographical knowledge as they 
pnssessed. The pass we were in is called the Lombo Jw, elevation 16,950 feet. I t  is 
reached by an easy qratlient on either side, and the stream flowing to the east drains into 
the Kala TSO through an open glassy valley. This is certainly the easiest way to reach the 
Kala Tso either frorn Giru or from Ichamba Jong. Making a sllght detour, we rode to our 
camp at Ta-taan,~ Gompa, which we reached at  2 P.M., shooting a Kyang pn route. 

I n  the evening we visitetl Ta-tsang Gompa, which is an " Ani Gompa," or nunrlery 
containing 36 nuns. These good ladies received us without the smallest embarrassment, 
and allowed us to take their photographs and to converse with them freely. They ranged 
through all ages from 10 to 80, and wrre most of them i n c ~ d i b l y  rlirty ; but some of the 
younger women were quite pretty, ant1 all were most cheerful and friendly. Sfter  visitilly 
their place of worship, we tlistribnterl aonle rupees, antl lett with a p r o m i ~ e  to sencl them 
some tea, &c., as a present from Khalnh;~. 

The Gompa is built or1 a rock 11y the eide of a nice stream of water which flon?~ here 
in a graSHj valley. 

18tlr Seple1110er.-lt clonderl up d i l r i ~ ~ g  t , h ~  night, antl there wrre heavy banks of clouds 
all round and overheat1 in the morning. Minimum temperature 33". 

[blaximum ten~peiat l~re at ICllamba Jong 71" ; minimum 3Y0.] 

We paid a secontl visit to the nunnery before starting and took Rome inore photographcl. 
Starting at  8.45 a.m., wr  rode qnietly into Khamba Jong, a distance of about 20 miles. 
Keeping to the south of the range of hills bounding the Khamha Jong nnlla, we crossed a 
very elevatetl platrau sloping gradnally upwards for some seven or eight miles, and 
covered with herds of kyang arld goa. We reached our camp at  2 p.m., just in time to 
etjcape a heavy fall of hail which whitened all the hills behind UR. The yaks took nine 
hours to cover the distance. 

As a result of our trip, we have made ourselve~ thoroughly acqnainted with the 
country to the east of this place aa far as the crest of the hills separating the basin of the 
.4rnn from the streams flowing into the Kala THO, antl can now move in the direction of 
Gyangtae over routes which we know. As regards the fuel question, there i~ no fuel 
(except the usual small q~iantities of yak-(lung) between Khamha Jong and Kaln Tso. 
force moving in that clirection would have to carry at least four d a y '  fuel. Native 
information mys that, an Icaving Kaln 'I'so, scrub bushes of sorts are fountl in plenty ,111 

the way to Gyangtse. 

Major Bretherton and Captain ikIackie, I.M.S., rode into camp from 'l'angu during t,he 
evening. 



Enclosure 66 in No. 129. 

F ~ o m  the Resident in  Nepal,Segowlie, to Colonel F. E. Younghusband, C.I.E. 
Khamba Jong, dated the 27th September, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Yaks will be sent as desired wici Wallung to Tipta La Pass. ColoneI 
Harak Jang,  Ilam, instructed to inform you direct of probable date of 
a.rriva1. 

Enclosure 67 in No. 129. 

From His Britannic Majesty's Minister, Peking, to His Excellency 
the Viceroy, Simla, dated the 1st October, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

I have received the following telegram from the Consul a t  Chengtu :- 
" T h e  Resident for Tibet says that., to reach the Indian frontier, i t  will 
take a t  least three months." 

Enclosure 68 in No. 129. 

From the Foreign Secretary, Simla, to Colonel F. E. Younghusband, C.I.E., 
K h a ~ ~ ~ b a  Jong, dated the 2nd October, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Colonel J. R. L. Macdonald, C.B., Commanding Royal Engineers, 

Quetta District, has been appointed Commanding Royal Engineer on road 
from Siliguri onwards under the orders of Director-General, Military 
Works. Colonel Macdonald will assume command, as senior officer on spot. 
of all troops employed on road from Siliguri onwards, with exception of 
actual escort of Mission and its support. 

Enclosure 69 in No. 129. 

Political Diary of the Tibet Frontier Conzmission. 

(Extract.) 

21st Septenlber, 1903.-Mr. Hayden, of the Geological Survey, arrived 
to-day. H e  has examined the fossils which Mr. White had collected, and 
says they belong to the Jurassic period and very similar to those found in 
the Spiti shales. As they are marine, they prove, of course, that  all this 
country was some million of years ago under the sea. Mr. Hayden says 
that the geological formation about here is not such as would be favourable 
for the discovery of gold. He  has entered Tibet before at the head of the 
Slitlej Valley, and says the country there is very similar to this. 

22nd Ssptc?~lhrr.-Lieut.ena11t Macliie returned to Tangu (Major 
Bretherton returned there on the 20th). 

Ba-du-la, tlie Slligatse Deputy, came to see Captain O'Connor, who, by 
direction, infori~letl him of tlie contents of the letter from the Nepalese 
Minister to the 1,11asa Conncil. H e  made no remark on it,  but Captain 
O'Connor says lie spoke of the Napalese as being very friendly with the 
Tibetans. 



The villagers are ploughing the land from which they have recently 
cut  the crops. 

24th September.-Major Prain,  I.M.S., Director af the Botanical 
Gardens, Calcutta, a.nd Captain Walton, I.M.S., arrived to-day. 

Captain P a r r  received a letter from the Amban, saying that  he intended 
t o  come here, but that  he had not received an  answer yet from the Dalai 
Lama in  regard to  the appointment. of Tibetan representatives. 

26th Septemhe~*.-I accoinpanied Major Pra in  and Mr. Hayden on an 
expedition to the hot springs. On the way we met four Tibetans with 
carpets thrown over their backs. On our offering to buy the carpets, if they 
would bring them to camp, they said they were not allowed to go near the 
camp, but had t o  take everything they had for sale to the Jongpen first, 
and. needless to say, he would take a good commission from them before he 
wr~uld allow them to sell a t  all. MTe accordingly paid them money on the 
spot and carried off the carpets on our ponies. The Tibetans were 
delighted, and we went away feeling that this was only one more object- 
lesson proving that the Tibetans are perfectly ready to be friendly with 
us and to do business with ns, if only the Lamas and officials did not keep 
us apart. 

Captain P a r r  informed nie that  Mr. Ho had been greatly delayed on 
his way to Lhasa, owing to the Tibetans refusing to supply him with 
carriage, on the grounds that he had failed in the present negot~ations, and 
therefore deserved no assistance from them. This shows both the small 
respect the Tibetans now have for the Chinese, and also tha t  the negotia- 
tions up till now are  not considerecl a success by the opposite party. 

Enclosure 70 in No. 129. 

Dtnry keyt I?/ C(~ptcii17 T I 7 .  F. O'Co)z~tor (/!/ring tile Tibcl Frontier Mission. 

(Extract.) 

l 9 t k  Septr,lnbrr, 1903.-Clear morning. Maximum temperature 74.8' ; minimum 30.Y.  

No news of any kind. I forqot to mention that the Knmar has retur~ied to Sikkim. 
H e  left the camp on the 14th. but proposes to return later on. The 'l'eling IC[rsho asked 
leave to send a telegram to the Icumar to-day. which he tlirl, and presently received a 
reply to his great satisfaction. 

A trustworthy informant says that the Depon being still nnwell has received 
permission to leave Ichamba Jong and will shortly depart. 

20th Scptrrnl,r)..- Clear morning. hlaximnm temperature 76.5O ; minimum 31°. 
There was a heavy hailstorm at 2 p.m. 

Major Bretherton left :lftc>r breakfast for Tangn. Mr. Wilton ant1 Captain Parr started 
off on a trip in the direction of Ta-tsang Gompa. A convoy arrived in the evening 
bringing p;~rcels, which included some fresh meteorological instruments. 

2 1 9 1  S~y~lenlb~r.-Heavy clontlp overhead and all aronn~l ,  except to the south over the 
Siltkim frontier. hlaximum temperatnre 70..j0 ; minimum 37.5". R,~in  '13 inches. 

Mr. Hnytlen, of the Geological Survey Department, arrived here to-day from Tangu. 
Lieutenant Mackie, 1.hI.S.. returned to Tangu. 

22nrl Se/~t~mber.-Cloudy morning. Maximum temperature 75" ; minimum 36". 
Rain -01 inches. 

At 12 o'clock Ba-du-la, the old Jongpen, ant1 the Teling Kusho called. I received 
them in my tent and had a long conversat~on with them. They are very anxious to know 
the result of the  viceroy'^ despatch to the Amban, and h a v i n ~  heard that Captain E'arr has 
received a letter from the Amban, they came to ask whether this was a reply to the 
despatch. Having explained to them that this was only n private letter, I proce~ded, in 
the course of conversation, to ask them about Tih3t's  relation^ with Nepal. They assnred 
me that the Nepelenfl and Tibetans were on the friendliest terms, and that they were 
acquainted with the terms of the treaty by which Nrpal was I~ound to help Tibat in case 
of foreign invasion. On t h i ~  I translated to then1 (as instructed by (hlonel Young- 
hushanrl) the letter from the Nepalese Prime ~ l in in te r  to tlie Tale J,atna, of which a copy 
h.~d bee11 forwarded to Colonel Youn~hnshand by the Foreign De1)artni~nt. The Tashi 
Lump0 officials listened with the greatest interest, and appeared to appreciate the force of 



the Prime Minister's arguments and to understand the general tenour of the letter. When 
I translated the portion, in which the Prime Minister says that he proposes to assist Tibet 
merely by advice, the Tibetan off~cers laughed heartily, and said that they were in  very 
much the same position themselves : that the Tashi Lumpo Government was unable to do 
much more than offer advice to the Lhasa authorities. They made no other remarks upon 
the contents of the letter, but followed each item of the Prime Minister's "advice" 
intently, checking off the various paragraphs, and explaining doobtful points to one 
another. They appeared especially impressed by the concluding paragraph regarding the 
forbearance of the English in religious matters and the discovery of Buddha's birthplace 
i n  Nepal owing to the researches of Englishmen. I asked them what they thought would 
be done as to sending other representatives from Lhasa. They said that it  woulll Ile 
impossible to send any more high officials to Khamba Jong : that the people round about 
here had already been squeezed to the limits of endurance (neither Chinese nor Tibetan 
officials pay for any of the snpl~lies provided for themselves, followers, or animals) : and 
that, if any more dignitaries should arrive here, the country people monlcl all run  away. 
They think it  probable, ho\vever, that fresh delegates mar  be deputed to meet us at  
Yatung. The Depon, the1 said, is very ill indeed, and the services of 50 monks have been 
secnred to pray coutinually for his recovery. Atter our conversation we all went to 
inspect the Telegraph Office, which pleased them greatly, and after admiring Mr. Mitter's 
type-writer, they took their ~lepartni-e. These Shigntse ruen thoroughly enjoy strolling 
round our camp, examining such curious objects as glass windows, stoves, aepoys, &.-it 
is as great a treat to them as ;I country fair is to our English rustic. 1 presented them 
each with tlie inevitable photograph which they seem to appreciate more than anything 
else, and the Hospital Assistant prescribed for Ba-du-la, who has a boil on his leg. 

23rd Septernbev.-Cloudy nloraing. Some rain fell during the night-.03 inches 
registered. Maximum teperature 66" ; minimum 39'. 

The Jongpen called during the morning regarding the question of the grazing here. 
He says that the local people are now bringing in their sheep and goats to graze round 
about the Jong ; and, under the circumstances. he thinks some fresh arrangement is 
desirable co~?cerning the rent which we are paying for the grazing. H e  assumed a very 
humble tone (quite different from his original truculent attitude) ; said that he had heard 
that we had complained at paying so high a price for tlie grazing rights, and that for the 
future he did not want to take anything from us at all. As instructed by Colonel Young- 
husband, I told him that we quite understood that the peasants required the use of their 
grazing lands, and that, under the circumstances, we should raise no objection to their flocks 
coming here, but mould, with his consent, reduce the rate we were paying for the grazing 
to one half : and that, as regards the amount paid, we were giving it  not only for the 
grazing rights, but also in consideration of the Jongpen's own services in ljrocuring grain, 
sheep, kc., for us. The Jongpen seemed pleased \i7itli this answer, and went off saying 
that he would consult wilh his tenants, and would give us an answer on the followiug 
day. He says that the Depon has asked for leave to return to Lhasa, but has not yet 
received permission to do so. 

Mr. Wilt.on and C;ipt,ain Parr returned from their expedition in  t'he direction of 
Ta-tsang, having shot one kyang and one ovis ammon. 

The weather keeps very clouily anti dark, and t,here appears to be henvy rain to the 
south. We ;we treated to n hailstorm nearly ever)- afternoon. 

We sent off a Inan to Ta-tsaug wit,h a yak carrying " tsampa," t.ea, butter, and salt as a 
present to the nuns. 

24th Srptrmbc?-.-Cloudy ~norning. hlaximum temperature 68' ; minimum 31°. 
Rain .OX inches. 

Mr. Whitt: left camp at 8.30 2.m. for Tan,on. I-Ie  expect,^ to hc absent for a ~nontll  or 
80 in Sikkim and Dnrjeeling. At abont noon the Teling R n ~ l i o  called on me at. my request., 
and we had an hour's conversation. I Ie:~rnt not , l l i~~g new fro111 him politically, but he is 
always an iutcresting Innu t,o talk to, \vit,11 a plentiful store of ;uiecdot,es. I am anxious, 
too, t,o ;lccustom ruysrlf to tho 'I's;~ug dialuct ~vhich  differs rn:~teri:tlly iroln t,llat of Ll~asa. 
Major Prain, Director of 13otanical Surveys in Indi ;~,  ; ~ n d  Captain Walton, I.M.S. (ouil new 
medical officer), arri\.ed to-day. Our man returned from T;I-hang, bringing most grateful 
memages from the nuns for our 1)resent'. He saxs they were delighted, and hare  promised 
to perform ;L variclty of tlifferent rc,ligious services on our behalf. Mr. Hayden matle an 
excnrsion up  the ICl~a~nba Jong nulla. He II:IS n1re;idy diwcovered a great. number of fossils 
P U ~  other int,eresting geological sl)c>cimens. 

35lh ~Si~~lonber . -Da~~l~ ,  cloudy morning. blaxl~num trmperature 64" ; minimum 35" 

(!olonel Younghn~hand and Major l'rnin ~natle a short botanizing excnrsion, a r ~ d  
Mr. Haytlen also was OIIG all day on thr  hills. There wan a shower at ;1.:10 p.m. trnd 
drizzling rain again in the evenlng. The wralller keeps very threatening with he ;~vy  
clouds overheat1 and tlaily s t o r n ~ ~  of rain ant1 hail. 

26th Srplcmhcr.--Still cloudy. Maximum temperature 63.5' ; minimum LIG.5". 
Rain 415 inches. 

Colonel Yonnghusband, Major Prain, and Mr. Hayden made nn excursion to the Kozo 
hot springs and were out all day till evening. Captain Walton and Mr. Wilton also 



went out along the foot of the hills bounding the south side of the Khamba Jong nulla, and 
shot a couple of burrhel. 

About 12 o'clock the Teling Kushocalled on me and me had an hour's chat on general 
topics. A little later t.he old and present Jongpens joined us, and the question of the 
payment for the Khamba Jong grazing w:~s settled. The Jongpen said that he had talked 
the matter over with Ba-du-la and the other Tashi Lumpo officials, and that they had 
instructed bim not to take any further rent from us. I told him that Colonel Young- 
husband would be very pleased to continue to make him a mont,hly allowance not only for 
the grazing, but in consideration of his ot,her services to us. But the Jongpen said that he 
could take no further monthly payment. If we would yay him up to date at the original 
mte, and continue to purchase such supplies au he could give us, he would be very well 
errtiefied. I agreed to do this, but begged him to remember that the arrangement was of 
his own choice, and not due to any desire on our part to put an end to the bargain ; and I 
toltl him that later on. if he found that his peasants were,being oppressed or were grumbling 
about their grazing  right,^, he should come to us and let us know, in order that we might 
be able to make a fresh arrangement. He appeared very grateful and thanked me profusely. 
[n fact, his demeanonr is far more subdued than it was when we first made his acquaintance. 
There can be no doubt that he and the other local people cannot help contrasting our 
methods very favourably with those of their own and the Chinese officials. 

Mr. Harrison, the Postmaster-General of Bengal, arrived in camp in the evening from 
Tangu. 

Enclosure 71 in No. 129.  

F rom Colonel F. E. Younghusband,  C.I.E., Khamba  J o n g ,  to the F o r e i g n  
Sec re t a ry ,  S i m l a ,  dated the 7th  October, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

I propose to  strengthen my escort by hundred men from the supports 
as soon as transport can be conveniently obtained. 
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From Colonel F .  E. Younghusband,  C.I .E. ,  Khamba  Jong ,  to the Foreign 
Sec re t a ry ,  S i m l a ,  d a t e d  the 8 th  October, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Viceroy's despatch reached Amban one month ago, and no reply has 
yet been received, though letters from Lhasa can reach here in four days. 
Mission has been here three rnonths without belng able to even commence 
negotiations. Chinese show indifference and incompetence, and Tibetans 
show pure obstruction. Present Amban is acknowledged by even Chinese 
to be weak and incompetent, and his Assistant Amban was allowed to 
resign some months ago. New Amban, though appointed last December, 
will only leave Chengtu to-day, and cannot reach frontier before January. 
New Assistant Alnban has been given sick leave before even joining his 
post. Mr. Ho, though I had given him the very serious warning mentioned 
in my diaries of the 1st and 2nd September, made no haste to proceed to 
Lhasa, but loitered a t  Phari .  Wai-IYu-Pu could send a telegram to 
Amban, on Sir E. Satow's warning of 25th September, through here, to 
Lhasa, and I might by now have heart1 from Arnl~an in regard to it,  but no 
such telegram has passed through here. Even if the Chinese show less 
indifference, they coultl do little with the Tibetans. Mr. H o  was refused 
transport by the Tihetans, and Colonel Chao tells me new Amban could 
not hring large number of troops to Tibet, as Tihetans would refuse to 
fnt.nish transport ant1 supplies As regards the attitude of Tihetans, 
thougli people round here and the Sh~gatse  1)el)utles are perfectly friendly, 
the Lhasr, n~ithorities are as ohitructive as ever. The T,hasa delegates, 
since the first formal visits, have r.efusecl all communication, sorial or 
official, with me. The two prisoners remain in custody, and Tibetan troops 
line all the heights between here and Gyangtse or Shigatse. The Tibetans 



refuse to negotiate here, and are preparing to resist any advance further 
into Tibet. There is much probability that  Siberian Buriat Lamas are  
present in Lhasa. After the Sikkim war, we showed moderation in hopes 
of good results ensuing from a considerate need [sic]. In  the following year, 
we continued the same patient policy. During the past three months, I 
have exercised all the patience of which I am capable. The results of all 
this moderation are nil, and I can no longer hold out any hope to Govern- 
ment of a peaceful solution of this question. 

Enclosure 73 in No. 129. 

From Colonel F. E. Younghusband, C.I.E., Khnmba Jong, to the Foreign 
Secretary, Simla, dated the 10th October, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Report received and confirmed by Deputy Commissioner, Darjeeling, 
that  Lhasa Government have foruidden Tibetans to sell ponies and mules 
a t  Kalimpong Fair  this year. I hear they have also forbidden sale of wool, 
but so fa r  Deputy Commissioner has not heard of this report. 

Enclosure 74 in No. 129. 

From Colonel F. E. Younykusband, C.I.E., Khamba Jong, to the Folreign 
Secretary, Simla, dated the 10th October, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Representation received from missionaries in Lachung, saying the  
people are paralysed with fear a t  the seizure of the two men by the Shigatse 
people three months ago, who, i t  is repolrted, have been tortured and cut 
in pieces. Missionaries represent that  Lachung people are  largely 
dependent on trade with Shigatse, but now dare not cross the border, and  
the distress of the people is so great that they have been compelled to  voice 
the feelings of the people. I have informed missionaries of the action 
which has already been taken hy Government. 

Enclosure 75 in No. 129. 

From the Foreign Secretary, SimLn, to CoIo1~eL F. E. Youngh~rsbnnd, C . I . E . ,  
Gangtok, dated the 12th October, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Do you know a t  what place the Lachilng men are actually detained as  
prisoners by the Tibetans ? 

Enclosure 76 in No. 129. 

Political Diary of the Tibet Frcimtier Commission. 

(Extract.) 

28th Srptemhrr ,  1903.-The Abbot lunched with the Mission. He was 
very chsery, but assured us that  he had made a divination that  Yatung 



was the place where negotiations would be carried through quickest. I 
said we wanted to find a place where they would be carried through not 
quickest, but  best, and asked him to consult his beads again, and see i f  
Shigatse would not be suitable in that respect. But he laughed and replied 
that the divination had to be made in front of an altar t o  the accompani- 
ment of music. Captain O'Connor has succeeded in making the Abbot and 
his people extremely friendly : so much so that Mr. Wilton has heard from 
Chinese sources that the Chinese believe we have either bought over the 
Abbot or promised them some considerable concession. 

29th Septemb~r.-Mr. Hayden left camp to study the geology round 
the Tso-Lamo lake. 

30th September.-I rode over to Tangu with Major Prain. He is very 
well satisfied with the results of his botanical tour, and has discovered many 
more plants than he had expected to find. 

1st October.-I returned from Tangu. 

3rd Octobe~*.-Mr. Hayden returned to camp. 

I?. E. YOUNGHUSBAND, 
British Commissioner. 

Jchnmba Jong, 
The 5th October, 190:j. 

Enclosure 77 in No. 129. 

Diary Lppt 1)y Captain TV. F. O'Connor rllrt-itlg the Tibet Frontier Mission. 

(Extract.) 

27th September, 190:<.-Bright sunny morning; very pleasant after all the cloudy 
weather we have had lately. hlaximum temperature .iG.P ; minimum 31.5O. 

Colonel 1-ounchnsbantl, M;tjor Plain, and hIr. Hayden made a11 expedition up to the 
head of the Khamba .Jong nulla, ant1 re tn rnr~ l  along t!le foot of the hills bunntling the 
nulla Gn the south. 

Mr. Iiailey has gone to Tangu on a few clays' leave, and Captain Cooke has come over 
For a visit from she reserve of the 32nd Pioneers at Tangu. 

3StA ~~~])lc~,rbrt..-i;ri~ht cloutlless mornlnq. hlaximllm temperature 67.4' ; minimum 
27.!)". 

An invitation was sent to the Abbot, Ba-dn-la, and the Te-ling Knsho to come to 
lunch. They arrive11 in camp about noon, ant1 we entertained them for an hour with the 
gramophone, and I);r showing the111 11I;ljor Pr,tin's :md hIr. Haytlen's collections of plants 
and fossils, and ?Ir. FIar~.ison also took their pholographs. The Abbot was goocl enough 
to rrcitr a pr;tyel into the gmmophonc., thus giving 11s a valuable record. He amused us 
at lunch by giving us an ;~ccount of how he conductetl his little prophecies and obtained 
glimpses into the future. This he does with the aid chiefly of his rosary, and lle told U S  

that he ha11 discovered that negotiations at  Ichamba Jong wo~lld be a long and unsatisfactory 
bueiness, hut \\-ould he conducted far more readily at Yatung. All three gentlemen were 
very ~)leaserl with their rec.el>tioll, and l ~ f t  after tifin. after first making the rountl of the 
camp and visiting the telegraph oftice, 'kc. 

At about G.30 p.m. we had a Ileavy ~ c ~ u a l l  from the north bringing thunder an11 hail, 
which lasted about half an hour. 

2!11h h'~11t~rnber.-Briglit cloudless morning. bIaximnm temperature (23'; minimum :$lo 
Rain '01) inches. 

hlajor Prain, Mr. Harrison, and I starting at 9 a.m. rode out ~~or th-wes t  to the Pari 
hill, which I had previonsly visited with Mr. White. We rotl*, 11p to the top of the hill, 
whence we obtained a good vlen7 O F  the Tsomo-tel-tung lake, hIajor Prain collecting Home 
botanical ~ p e c i m ~ n s  rn  ror~!e-arnongst other specimens of the varioll~ hushes which grow 
so freely on this hillsiile, and which are of especial interest from their value aH fuel. Mr. 
Harrison and I shot Rome hares, partridges, and a fine lammrr-grir on our way down, and 
we rode home acrom the Kharnba pl;lin reaching camp at (; p.m. Weather ahso~11te1y 
perfect, except for a surlden hailstorm which caught us on our way home. hlajor Prain 
baa kindly taken specimens of each of the qnalities of brick-tea I have collected here, 
which he will take with hi111 to Calcutta for analysis. 



Mr. Hayden darted off this morning towards Ta- tang  Gompa on a geological tour, and 
intends to return via Tso-lamo. 

Captain Parr dined with us. 

30th September. - Bright cloudless morning. Maximum temperature 66.4' ; 
minimum 28.9". 

Temperatures during the month of September were as follows :- 

Average maximum temperature . . . . . . . . . . . .  67.0S0 
Highest :, 7 )  . . . . . . . . . . . .  76.5' 
Average minimum temperature . . . . . . . . . . . .  33-16' 
Lowest ,, ,, . . . . . . . . . . . .  27.9' 
Rainfall during the monlh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.46 
Total rainfall up to date (July, August,, and September) 4.19" 

Major Prain left this morning for Tangu. Colonel Younghusband accompanies him 
as far as Tangu, and returns to- norr row. Mr. Harrison spent the day out on the hills 
after burrhel and goa. 

1st OctnOe?..-A fine morning, but clouds over the hills of the Sikkim frontier. 
Maximum temperature 649O ; minimum 30.5'. 

Mr. Harrison, Captain Walton, and myself spent the day shooting some five or six miles 
from camp, and made a good bag of 54 hares aud some partridges and sand-grouse. 
Colonel Younghusband returned from Tangu in the evening. 

2nd October.-Raw damp morning with clouds overhead, and on the surrounding hills. 
Maximum temperature 65.6O ; minin~um 29%". 

Mr. Harrison left this morning for Tangu en. route to Calcutta. Mr. Bailey returned 
from Tangu in the afternoon. 

3rd  October.-Cloudy morning. bIaximum temperature 56.8" ; minimum 32.5'. 

The Te-ling Kusho called in the course of the morning and, as instructed by Colonel 
Younghusband, I handed over to llim a hantlsorne gold watch which Colonel Young- 
husband had procrrred from Calcutta as a present for the Tashi Lama. The Tashi Lama 
had previously sent two very old gold watches to us, askizq us to have them repaired and 
put  in  order for him, and Colonel Yonnqhusband, fearing that he would be inconvenienced 
by want of a watch whilst these were under repair, procured this new watch as a present. 
I got no fresh news from the Te-ling I<usho. He and the other officials here are waiting 
anxiously for the Arnban's reply to the Viceroy's despatch.-* 

Jn the evening Mr. Hayden returned from his trip to Ta-twang and Tso-lamo. H e  
was followed by the Tibetans, but not interfered with in any way. 

Supplies cont,inue to arrive daily at the Jong-chiefly fuel. Local rumour says that an 
enumeration has been made of a11 animals, the property of the villagers round about here, in  
order that t,he people shall not be able to sell to U E  without the knowledge of the .longpen. 
That orders have been issued throughout t,he count,ry by the Lhasa Governlnent that no 
animals (mules, ponies, kc.) are to be t,alren t.0 the I<:~l i~nl~ong fair this year, nor is a u y  
wool t,o be exported. 

4111 Octol)rv, 1903.-Clear mor l l i~~g ,  but c1011ds over the Sikkim frontier. Maximum 
temperat.nre 59O ; minimum 34.5". 

Th+, only news is that the Depon is start.ing in  a day or t,wo for his co~~~l t , ry -p lace-  
near Shigi~tse. He requires change of air and hopes t,o shake off his illness in fresh 
surroundings. 

5th  Or.lo71o1-.-Bright clear morning. Some scattered clouds st,ill on the mountains to 
the south. Maximum temperature 56.5O ; minimum %.a". 

I received nrtlers to leave Ichamba Jong for Darjeeling ant1 started off luy kit sbollt 
noon. (:apt,:ti~l Cullen roile over from Tangu. I n  the afternoon t,he Te-ling Kllsho and 
the old .Jongl)e~~ called, bringing bitck the gold watch which Colonel Younghusb;~nd ll;,d 
sent to the Abbot afi a p r e ~ e ~ i t  for the l'enchen Rinpoche. They said thttt bhe Abbot ancl 
Ba-dii-la hat1 c,)nsnltetl together, and had decided that, uniI(2r present circnrnstauces, it. 
woultl IN best not to accept t.lle \\ratch ; iIs iint,il the negot,iat.ions here had as~urne,l 
~atitifactory footing, the i~cceptance of  sucll a present might convcy false impression to the 
Tihetans in gener;tl, and might lead t,hem to harbonr unjust 6usl)icions regarding the Taslli 
Lama. ~lccordingly they rcturned t,lle \vntc.h.ancI asked that it8 presentation might ~ ) e  
defrrred nnt.il a. more suitable opportunity. In reply to this I said that. hitherto the Taslli 
Lumpo people ant1 ourselves had lived on very friendly terms at  I<hnmba Jo~l~-hact 
exchaiigc?tl visits a11tl presents-and had in every respect ngreed admirably. The return of 
the \vatch would certainly be regarded by Colonel Younghusband as an act indicating 
suspicion and s c ; ~ r c ~ l y  of a friendly nitt.ure ; and I begged them to reconsider their 
decision. Aftcr Rome argument. they agreed to place my views before the Abbot and 



Badu-la, but the Te-ling Kusho objected to being the bearer of the watch a second time. 
So I sent my Tibetman clerk wit,h them to return the watch, and if possible to induce them 
to accept it. This however they declined to do and returned it. 

The Te-ling Kusho leaves here to-morrow 01. the next. day for a short visit to his 
estate at Te-ling. 

Enclosure 78 in No. 129. 

From Colonel F .  E .  Younghusband, C.I.E., Darjeeling, to the Foreign 
Secretary, Simla, dated the 16th October, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Whereabouts of two Lachung men not known. Report says they have 
been killed. 

Enclosure 79 in No. 129. 

From the Tibet Frontier Commission, Kl~amba Jong, to the Foreign 
Secretary, Simla, dated the 23rd October, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Amban reply, dated 17th October, received 23rd October. Following 
i s  the gist of the despatch. Mr. H o  was sent because he was versed in  
frontier question: his rank waq not low; but because Viceroy and 
Governor-General has stated that  his rank is too low, and because Mr. Ho 
has asked for sick leave, therefore Colonel Chao is nominated instead with 
Mr. P a r r  as Joint  Assistant. Amban trusts that  this arrangement is in  
accordance with Viceroy's ideas. Please instruct Younghusband and 
White to  confer with Chao and Par r .  Amban has requested the Dalai 
Lama to send Councillor of State to accompany him; and when this ap- 
pointment is settled, will bring with him the Councillor of State. Newly- 
appointed Amban has received Imperial command to hasten, and will arrive 
in two or three months. Present Amban has requested the Tibetans to  
fix a date for the departure of the Councillor of State, but time is required 
to settle matter satisfactorily. Please instruct Colonel Younghusband and 
Mr. White not to shift their winter quarters, as Tibetan passes are guarded 
by soldiers. Present Amban's departlire for Khamba Jong or newly- 
appointed Amban's arrival a t  his post will be announced by despatch. 
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Letter from Colonel F .  E.  Younghusband, C . I . E . ,  British Commissioner, 
Tibet F r o n t i e ~  Commission, to the Secretary to the Gove~nment of 
India,  in the Foreign Department, dated Khamba Jong, the 13th October, 
1903. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to  submit the diary of Mr. Wilton for the period 
6th to  the 12th October, 1903. 



Annexure. 

D i a r y  of events a t  Kliambn Jong, from 6th to 12th Oclob~r, 1003. 

(Extract,.) 

6th October, 1903.-The Depoii and his retinue returned to Lhasa. The former had so 
far recovered from his illness that he was able to ride a pony. 

The Chinese Colonel Chao informed Colonel Younghusband at  lunch that the new Amban 
would arrive at  Lhasa in  December, and that he did not think that the present Amban 
had any serious intention of coming to Khamba Jong. He also added t.hat it  was generally 
known that the latt,er was a Inan of weak character, who disliked transacting official 
business, which had hitherto been managed for him by Prefect Ho. 

7th October.-It was reported that numbers of t,rar~sport animals bad been lately con- 
veying supplies into the Jong, and that xesterday 37 yaks, as well as sundry pack mules, 
donkeys, and ponies, had taken there supplies of dung fuel, barley, i ~ n d  ~ l r ied  grass. I t  
is not, however, certain that this movement is unusual for the time of the year, the close of 
harvest. 

8th 0ctobrr.-It was reportetl to-day t,liat 1S Tibetan eoldiers, each arlnerl with gun and 
sword, left the Jong at daylight for the Talltshnng Goupat. Lient.eli;~nt B;~iley left this 
morning for t,he same place, talcing the road round by Giri, but saw no signs of these 
soldiers during his absence of two days. 

Mr. Haxden of t.he Geological Survey returned to-day from n short journey. Mr. 
Hayden reports that he encamped the first night. about 20 miles N.N.W. of Khamba Jong. 
He ret,umed to Gyarong t.he next night and found the villagers friendly. Mr. Hayden 
reports that he passed several large villages N.W. of Khamba Jong, but saw no soldiers, 
a l ~ h o u g h  he remarked on the apparent paucity of male adults in the villages. 
' A Lama from Shigatse arrived at  the Jong. 

Supplies of dung fuel, barley, and dried qrass continue to enter the Jong. 

9118 October.-Lieutenant Bailey retnrned aft,er having proceeded 4 or 5 miles beyond 
Tahtshang Goupa. H e  reports h a v i n ~  made out low stone walls briilt across the pass some 
5 miles off, but that probably these walls could, if necess;lry, be turned from an apparently 
undefended pass on the left. 

10th 0ctuber.-It is reported that the present number of Tibetan soltliers between 
Khamba Jong and Shigatse is rather less than 3,000, and that arms have been served out to 
a percentage of the adult males in  the villages along the route. 

11th October.-Colonel Younghusband left to-day for Simla vi4 Darjeeling. Lieutenant 
Mitchell and 100 men from the support at Tangu arrived to-day with a convoy of 81 yaks. 

12th October.-There has been considerable excitement and speculation among the 
Tibetan and Chinese officials hereat the departure of Colonel Younghusband arid the arrival 
of the reinforcement from Tangu. I t  appears to be believed by bhem that Mr. White wil l  
proceed to Phari with a strong force, ant1 that Colonel Younghusbancl has succeeded i n  
making :L secret agreement with t,he Shigatse delegates, and hae gone to lay proposals in 
connection t.herewith before the Viceroy at  Simla. 

A m e ~ t i n g  of the Tibetan and Chinese officials was held, and it  was decided to refe 
the mat,ter, as urgent, to Lhasa. A Chinese local official and the Tangyi Chempo, a Lhasa 
delegate, called on Mr. Parr of t,he Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs, and suggested his 
visiting Yatnng, ostensibly in  order to see what British movements were taking place i n  the 
Chnmbi valley. 

E. C. WILTON. 

Enclosure 81 in No. 129. 

F ~ o m  t h e  C h i e f  S e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  G o v c ~ , n n ~ c n t  o f  B e n g a l ,  Darjeeling, to the 
F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y ,  S i n t l a ,  d a t e d  the 28th October ,  1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 
News from Ilam has come that  Tibetans have captured the 550 yaks 

with Subadar and some Nepalese sepoys despatched vici Tipta La. Thp 
news is verbal and not yet confirmed by any message from Colonel Harak 
Jang. O'Connor is informing Bethune a t  Khamba Jong. 



Enclosure 82 in 'No. 129. 

Letter from Colonel F. E. Y o u n g h u s b a n d ,  C.I.E., B~it ish Commissioner, 
Tibet Frontier Commission, to the Secretary to the Government of 
India, in the F o r e i g n  D e p a r t m e n t ,  dated K h n m b a  Jong, the 21st October, 
1903. 

(Extract.) 

I have the honour to  submit the diary of Mr. Wilton for the period 
13th to  the 19th October, 1903. 

A nnexure. 

D i a r y  of events at Khr~mba Jong, 13th to 19th October, 190'3. 

13th October, 1903.-Tibetan soldiers have been seen in and about the Jong, although 
in no great numbers, a score at most. 

14th October.-It was reported that Lhasa-made rifles and a cannon had been taken into 
the Jong. Four or five Tibetans have been practising at  targets in Jong nulla. 

15th October.-It was reported that three delegates from the Lhasa monasteries of Sara, 
Depung, and Gadan had started for Khamba Jong. 

16th October.-The Tung ji Chan po informed Mr. Parr that the British camp could 
.obtain supplies, if applied for, through t,he Chinese local authorities. Indents were at  once 
made for dried grass and grain for ponies. 

17th 0ctoher.-Chinese Colonel Chao stated that, although the Tung ji Chan po out- 
wardly did not oppose our requisition for supplies, he was still giving secret ordera that 
nothing whatsoever should be sold, and that, therefore, i t  was impossible to obtain 
even very small quantities without great difficulty. 

18tk October.-It was reported that the houses in the surrounding villages had been 
ordered to supply the Jong each with hlb. gunpowder and 20 bullets. There are no unusual 
signs of excitement among the local Tibetans. 

1911. October.-The Tibetan officials appear to be uneasy at  the prospect of future 
developments. 
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F r o m  the R e s i d e n t  in N e p a l ,  S e g o w l i e ,  t o  the D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  
Darjeeling; r e p e a t e d  to the F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a ~ y ,  S i m l a ,  dated the 30th 
October, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Hear from Prime Minister that  500 yaks, which were to have been 
delivered . ~ t  Tipta La  Pass, have been stopped. H e  has now ordered these 
to be taken to Phallut, and will be glad if you will arrange to take delivery 
as soon as they arrive there. Colonel Harak J a n g  will give you date of 
their arrival. Nepalese escort with yaks will not cross frontier, only the 
drivera. 
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Letter from Colonel' F. E. Y o u n g h u s b a n d ,  C.I.E., Ijritish C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  
Tibet Frontier C o m m i s s i o n ,  to the S e c r e t a r y  to the G o v e r n m e n t  of 
India, in  the F o r e i g n  D e p a r t m e n t ,  d a t e d  K h a m b a  Jong, t h  24th October ,  
1903. 

With reference to Mr. Wilton's t e l e g r a m , *  dated 23rd October, 1903, I 
have the honour to submit Amban's reply to His Excellency the Viceroy's 
letter, dated 25th A u g u s t ,  1903, to him, together wit6 an English transla- 
tion of the same. 

Annexure .  

Letter from the Cllinese Amhan to His  Exceller,c!/ tire Vicersoy and Go~fernor-General of 
India, dated Lhasa, the 17th Octobe?., 190'3. 

(Translation.) 

On 10th September, I had the honour to receive Your Excellency's despatch which I 
have read with care and attention. 

I have the honour to state in  reply that the Prefect H O  was appointed to act in  the 
discussion of matters relating to the frontier, because he was versed in this question, nor 
was his rank a low one. Your Excellency ~ t a t e s  thnt you consider his rank too low. 
The said Prefect has applied for leave of absence owing to illness. I have, therefore, 
appointed Colonel Chso, Major of Chingshi (a district near Yatung). to proceed to 
Khamba Jong wit11 Mr. Parr as his joint assistant,, Colonel Chao is of the third ofici;xl 
rank, with the omcia1 button of the second rank. I trust that this arrangement is in  
accordance with Your Excellency's ideas on the subject. 

I have now the honour to request. Ycnr Excellency to instruct, Colonel Younghusband 
and  any others concerned to act accordingly and confer with Colonel Chao and Mr. Parr. 

Your Excellency states that you are apprehensive of delay i n  the arrival of the newly- 
appointed Amban, Ya, and request me to proceed to the frontier. I am bound to cherish 
our  international friendship strenuously. I have already requested the Dalai Lama to 
depute a Councillor of State (Kaion) to accornpmy me, but the Tibetans have not yet 
settled this point. When the appointment of the Councillor of State has been made, I will 
bring him with me. 

His Excellency Yu, the newly-appoint,ed Amban, has received the Imperial Command 
to hasten on his journey, and should be here in two  or three mont.hs' time. 

I have been inducing the Tibetans to fix a date for t,he Councillor's departure, but  t h i ~  
is  a mat,ter which cannot be satisfactorily arranged at a moment's notice. 

I n  Your Excellency's despatch reference is made to the selection of winter quarters 
by the two otlicials, Meusrfl. Younghusband and White. I would request Your R x c e l l e ~ ~ c ~  
to instruct those otlicers not to move their present camp, as every pass in Tibet is guarded 
by soldiers. I t  would be absolutely unheard of that the British delegates should incur 
danger, and thereby give rise to caase for troubling the friezdly relations between Oreat 
Britain and China, a matter of the utmost moment. 

I have the honour to state in conclllsion that. my departure (for Khalnba Jong) or t,hc 
arrival of His Excellency Ya at his poet will be c o m n ~ ~ ~ n i c a ~ e d  by despatch to Tour 
Excellency. 

Enclosure 79. 



No. 130. 

Letter front Captain P. P. Kilkelly, I.M.S., Assistant Resident in Nepal, 
to the Secretar?~ to the Government o f  India, i n  the Foreign D e p a ~ t -  
ment, dated Nepal, the 1st November, 1903. (Recei,i;ecl at India Ofice, 
30th November, 1903. ) 

(Extract.) 

The Prime Minister showed me a despatch received by him from 
Colonel Harak Jang,  dated 25th October. It states that, in compliance 
with Colonel Younghusband's message, which reached him on the 18th 
October, he immediately sent off runners to try and stop the yaks which 
were proceeding to Khamba Jong vici Tipta L a  Pass, and which were 
timed to reach the pass on the 21st October. As the distance was ei h t  i marches, the runners could not reach in time, and on the 21st Octo er 
the yaks in two batches of 250 each reached Tipta La.  The first batch 
crossed the pass and encamped at Phatuk a t  5 f .m. 

The yaks were 
accompanied by drivers and two unarmed Nepa ese officers only. A t  
Phatuk they were met by four mounted Tibetan officers and about sixty 
or eighty men armed with swords and knives. These men informed the 
Nepalese that  they could not proceed further : they then rushed in among 
the animals, and terrifying them with rattles, dispersed them in all direc- 
tions. There is little hope that  any of these will be recovered. It was 
dark when the occurrence took place, and the  yaks are probably all looted. 
The second batch was opposed a t  Tipta L a  and also dispersed, but there 
is hope that  some of these may be recovered. No oppostiion was given 
to the Tibetans by the Nepalese, as the latter were unarmed. 
of the 21st October, there was a heavy fall of snow, and five On the Nepa nyt ese 
drivers were frozen to death a t  Tipta L a  Pass. Under these circum- 
stances, Colonel Harak J a n g  thinks it almost impossible to deliver the 
yaks a t  Tipta La.  H e  has written to Mr.  White and to the Deputy Com- 
missioner, Darjeeling, that  arrangements may be made to take delivery 
of yaks at Phallnt, and he is writing to Colonel Younghusband to  ask him 
to arrange that delivery be taken by the 12th November a t  Phallut. 

No. 131. 

Letter J .  H .  E .  Garrett, Esq., Deputy C'on~missioner of Darj~eliug,  
to the Chief ISecretn~?/ to the (.hv~rnrnent of Benpal, dated Dnlrj~rling, 
t h ~  4th Novembcr, 1903. (Receiv~d at Indir~ Ofice, 7th Zlecembrr, 1903.) 

With reference to your let,ter, dated 27th ultimo, directing that an 
enquiry should be held t o  ascertain clefinitel!- whether the 'Tibetan 
Government had actually rohihited trade with British subjects, I have 
the honour to inform you t R at as my presence was required in Darjeeling 
in connection with the purchase of pack ponies for transport, I issued the 
following instructions to Mr. Bell :- 

" Copy forwarded to Mr. C. A. Bell with re uest that  he will hold 
the enquiry ordered by Government. H e  shou 9 d first ascertain what 
amount of what commodities has ordinarily reached British territory by 
the end of October; he shoilld then enquire what amount of each corn- 
modity has actually come in this . H e  should endeavour to trace the 
source of the rumour that  the Ti 6""' etan Government has prohibited trade, 
and should record the statementc; of any pcrsons who have linowledge on 
the subject : reference on this point may he made to the records of the 
Confidential Agent a t  Kalimpong. His  enquiry should he as thorough 
as is ossible, and should he completed without avoidable delay, nll other 6 work eing, if necessary, postponed." 



I now beg to submit copy of a report which has been received from him 
to-day in  corn liance with the instructions issued to him and to state tha t  
there can no on er be any doubt that  the Tibetan authorities have pro- 
hibited trade wit " %  British subj.ects. 

2. Copies of this letter and its annexure are being forwarded to the 
Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, to Colonel Younghusband 
and to the Commissioner of the Division. 

Enclosure in No. 131. 

Letter from C. A .  Bell, Esq., Settlement Oficer, Kalimpong, to J. H. E. 
Garrett,  Esq., Dsputy Commissioner, Darjeeling, dated Knlimpong, 
the 2nd Novembel-, 1903. 

(Extract.) 

With reference to your Memo., dated 28th ultimo, and received by me 
on the 30th ultimo, I have the honour to report as follows:- 

There is no doubt that  the Tibetan authorities have stopped the trade 
route vici Yatung, the route by which practically all the 'l'ibetan trade 
comes in. This tact is already proved (a)  by direct proof the prohibition, 
(b) by the ceasing of the trade. Direct pro01 of the prohibition is dificult 
to procure, since the persons who can best prove i t  are the Tibetans them- 
selves, who are stopped from coming in. Uabu Tashi Wang-Di, the Head 
Clerk here, has, however, been able to bring me to-day a l'ibetan, named 
Phup  Tashi, who has slipped through by another pass vici Kheri, with 
some miscellaneous articles of ~nerchandize. H e  states clearly that  several 
mulemen had been stopped a t  Yntung by the Tibetan official there from 
coming into British territory and turned back to Rin Chhengong. These 
mulemen told him this, and so he came round by the Kheri route, which 
is a difficult one \\rith a bad road. Again a small Tibetan trader called 
Pu-La, who has since returned to the Chu~nbi valley told Phu-Hle-Se, 
my Tibetan assistant, that  the Klli-Bu Iiusho, the Tibetan official a t  Yatung 
in succession to the late Tar-Gye Sardar, had given orders that  nobody 
would be allowed to pass from Yatung to British territory after the 27th 
of the 8th (Tibetan) month, i.e., about the 17th October. The account of 
Pu-La and of I'hup Tashi, though independent of each other, agrees 
closely as to the date of closure, as well as in other res ects. Again one 
Dor-ji Rin-Chhen told Babu Tse-Ring Philn-Tsho, the 8onfidential Agent 
here, some days ago, that  the route was closed to trade, and from the 
statement of Dorje Rin-Chhen and of others i t  appears that the traders 
of the Chumbi valley, and of Rin-Chhengong in particular applied to be 
allowed to send their wool into ICalirnpong, and were told that  i t  would 
not be allowed on any account. Since then they have petitioned again, 
but the orders on this second petition have not yet been received. The 
above facts constitute direct proof of the stoppage of the trade by the 
Tibetan anthorities. And the circumstantial 1,roof is equally strong. 
I n  other years from 1,000 to 2,000 maunds of wool, the staple import from 
Tibet, are received in JCalimpong during October. This last October about 
500 maunds only have been received, and nearly all of this from Gnathong, 
which is in Sikkim. I n  this connection i t  shorild be explained that  wool 
which crosses the Jelsp Pass dirring the rains, some 1,500 to 2,000 maunds 
on the average, is kept a t  Gnathong llntil the rains are over, as if brought 
down to Kalimpong i t  deteriorates very seriously in value. As all of us 
a t  Kalimpong know by our own experience there is usually a constant 
stream of mules laden with wool coming into Kalimpong by this time; a t  
present there is hardly any, and none from the Chumbi valley. Similarly 
one knows bv now the traders' camping-ground and the lands round the 
Bazaar are dotted with the mnles, several of them being from the Chumbi 
valley, yet a t  present there are none. And what has happened to the 
wool trade has similarly happened to the other smaller trades. I have 
asked Captain Parr ,  the Chinese Commissioner of Customs a t  Yatung, to  



supply me with thc wool export, figures, as regularly kept by him, for the  
month of October and for each day of October. On receipt of these I will 
forward them to  you, but am not delaying my report on this account, a s  
even if Captain P a r r  is a t  Yatung now, and sends them promptly, they 
may be several days in coming. Finally it is a matter of common know- 
ledge throughout the Kalimpong Bazaar that  the trade has been stopped. 
The reasons generally given for the prohibition of the trade are first, to 
prevent our Transport Department getting the benefit of the  Tibetan mules, 
secondly, to retaliate for the presence of the Commission a t  Khamba Jong. 
The Tibetans have an exaggerated idea of the value of their country, and 
as regards the wool trade this characteristic shows itself in their belief 
that  their wool constitutes the chief portion of the world's wool supply, 
and that  if  we do not get their wool, the wool trade of Britain will be put 
to  enormous loss. Tibetan officials hardly ever leave their country and 
hold these exaggerated beliefs in their fulness. I will note only one point 
in conclusion, namely, that  from all I hear, the owners of mules in the  
Chumbi valley would be very glad to have their mules seized by our Govern- 
ment, and used for transport purposes, as they know that  we pay well in 
these matters. A t  present they are losing the carrying trade on which 
their livelihood depends, and their mules are liable to seizure a t  any 
moment by the Tibetan authorities. I n  either of these cases they will 
be put to serious loss, if not ruined. A t  the same time they dare not bring 
the mules over to us themselves, as their houses would be looted and burned, 
and every possible punishment inflicted. As a rough guess I should say 
there were some three hundred mules in the Chumbi valley. 

No. 132. 
From the Secretary of State for India  to the Viceroy, dated 

the 6th November, 1903. 
(Telegraphic.) 
I n  view of the recent conduct of the Tihetans, His  Majesty's Govern- 

ment feel that i t  would be impossible not to  take action, and they accord- 
ingly sanction the advance of the mission to Gyangtse. They are, however, 
clearly of opinion that this step sholild not be allowed to lead to occupation 
or to permanent intervention in Tibetan affairs in any form. The advance 
should be made for the sole purpose of obtaining satisfaction, and as soon 
as reparation is obtained a withdrawal should be effected. While His 
Majesty's Government consider the proposed action to be necessary, they 
are not prepared to establish a permanent mission in Tibet, and the ques- 
tion of enforcing trade facilities in that  country must be considered in the 
light of the decision conveyed in this telegram. 

No. 133. 
Despatch f ~ ~ ~ l t  the illarpwess of Lans/lowne to Mr. Sping-Rice,  

dated the 7th November, 1903. 

The Russian Ambassador, whorn I had not seen since the 12th August, 
called on me this morning. I took the opportunity of mentioning to Count 
Bencltendorff that, o\fring to t l ~ e  outrageo~is contluct of the 'I'il~etnns, who 
had broken off negotiations with our Representative, seized British sub- 
jects, and carried off the transport animals of a frientlly State, i t  had been 
decided to send our Commission, with a snitnhle escort, f ~ ~ r t h e r  into 
Tibetan territory, but that this step mu5t not br taken as indicating any 
intention of annexing or even of permanently occupying Tibetan terri- 
tory. 



No. 134. 
Letter from His  Excellmcy the Viceroy and Governor-General of India to 

His Excellency Yu, Chinese Imperial R~s idcn t  a t  Lk.asa, Brevet-Lieu- 
tenant-Genesal of th,e Wancl~w Brigade, rlatccl I'ireroy's C.'a?r~ y. the 
8th November, 1903. (Received, a t  India  Ofice, 7th December, 1903.) 

I have received Your Excellency's des atch, dated 17th October, in 
which you state that  you have nominated Eblonel Chao to negotiate with 
my Commissiollers in place of Mr. Ho, and that  you have asked the Dalai 
Lama to send a Councillor of State to acconlpany Your Excellency t o  
Khamba Jong, but that  time is required to settle the matter. Your Ex- 
cellency further informs me that  the Tibetan passes are guarded by soldiers, 
and you request me on that  a.cconnt to instruct my Commissioners not to 
move their present camp. 

111 rny letter, dated 25th August, I hacl asked you, in consideration of the 
importance of the present negotiations and of the high rank of the Com- 
missioner whom I had on my part  deputed to Khamba J o n  , to nonlinate Z an official of higher position than Mr. Ho. I understand, owever, from 
Colonel Younghusband that  Colonel Chao, whom Your Excellellcy now 
nominates, is not of higher, but of lower, position than Mr. Ho. You do, 
indeed, state in your letter that  you will yourself accompany the Tibetan 
Councillor to Ichamba Jong when he is appointed, yet as your departure 
from Lhasa appears to be dependent on the nomination of a Councillor 
by the Dalai Lama, and as the Dalai Lama was four months ago asked 
to send an  oficer of the hi hest rank and has so far  failed to do so, I see 
no prospect of Your Esce f lency arriving a t  Ichamba Tong with suitable 
Tibetan representatives within a,ny reasonable time. 

I t  is necessary for irie to reinind Your Excellency clearly of the position 
a t  which we have arrived. The Tibetans have repudiated and broken the 
Convention made on their behalf by one of your predecessors a t  the con- 
clusioil of a cainpaign necessitat,ed by 1;heir unprovoked agression on a 
British Feudatory State. They have frustrated their agreement to estab- 
lish a free mart for trade a t  Yatung. They have destroyed the boundary 
pillars erected on spots selected by joint Chinese and British Cominis- 
sioners. They have occupied land inside the boundary so defined. Though 
the Dalai Lama intimated through the Chinese Government that  he con- 
sented to the despatch of suitable Con~missioners to discuss the quest,ion 
of t.he boundary and of trade with the British rel~resentatives and to 
negotiate a revised treaty, and that he agreed to IChamha Jong as the 
place of meeting, yet the delegates whom he selected were of inferior rank, 
and since their arrival a.t Khaniba Jong, have refused to negotiate a t  all. 
They have even declined to receive commt~nications of any sort from ln 
Commissioner, or to report to their Government the substance of a speec r, 
made to them hy Colonel youngl~nsband in the presence of Mr. Ho. Fur- 
ther, two British subjects have been seized and beaten by the Tibetan 
authorit,ies, and, in spite of repeated representations by my Commissioners, 
these men have never been rest,ored to libe~.t,y, nor has any information as 
to their present place of detention or condition been given. Lastly, while 
negotiations for tll6 reg111atioil of trade are under discussion, the Tibetan 
Government have p~~ohil)it.c~l all t racle \\;it11 Intlia, ancl ]lave assumed an 
attit.ude of open host.ilit,y. 

In  these circumstances, as the 'i'ibetaii C;overnment has bellaved in 
the niannet* descl-il~etl, and as Your Kxcellency has fa,iled eithel to per- 
suade them to adopt a. more rea.sonable att,itude or to colne to meet my 
Comn~issioners yonrself, I have no alternative but to transfer the place 
of negot,iations to some more suitable spot, of which I will apprise you 
later, and where i t  is my hope that  they may be; resumed. And, as Yotlr 
Excellency states that  the Tibetan passes are guarded by soldiers, I hare 
been compelled to take measures to ensure the safety of my Commissionera 
in moving from Ichamba Jong, a i ~ d -  to prevent any possible interruption 
of communication with them. 

l ( id4.5 2 Q 



No. 135. 
From, the Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir E. Sntow, dated the 

10th November, 1903. 
(Telegraphic.) 

I n  view of recent conduct of Tibetans H i s  Majesty's Government feel 
t h a t  i t  i s  impossible not to take action, and they have therefore sanctioned 
the  advance of the mission to Gyangtse. A s  soon a s  reparation is obtained 
the mission will be withdrawn, a s  this  step is t o  be taken purely for  the  
purpose of obtaining satisfaction. You can make use of reasons given in  
the  telegram from the  Government of India,  dated 4 th  instant,  if Chinese 
Government address you on the  subject of the advance. 

No. 136. 
Despatch from the filurqzless of Lansdowne to iMr. Sp~ing-Rice ,  

dated the 13th November, 1903. 

(Extract.) 

Baron Graevenitz called a t  this Office on the 11th instant  on behalf 
of the Russian Ambassador, 1~110 was unwell, and said tha t  H i s  Excellency 
tvas anxious to let. rrle know tha t  he had a s  yet telegraphed nothing t o  the  
Russian Governrnent a s  t o  the coli~munication which I had made to  him on 
the 7 th  instant  with regard to Tibet (v ide my despatch of t ha t  date). 
Count Benckendorff thought t ha t  i t  would be better t o  defer doing so 
for the present. Baron Graevenitz inquired whether the expedition had 
started. I have since informed Count Benckendorff that  I had gathered 
from Baron Graevenitz' comnlunication that  IIis Excellency had thought i t  
better not to telegraph to  the  Russian Government the  substance of my 
observations on th9 subject of Tibet for fear the announcement 
should make a bad ilnpression. I had intended my statement 
to be reashuring in regard to our intentions and proceedings. 
The Tibetans had, I said, bcen keeping the Commission, sent by 
H i s  Majesty's Governrnent to negotiate with them, wait ing on frivolous 
pretexts, had ret.11rnetl our letters, had declined disci~ssions, had seized, 
and i t  is believed, rni~rclel.ed two British subjects, and had appropriated 
a number of transport animals snpplied for the use of the Commission. 
It was iinpossible that  His  Majesty's Government should keep the 
Commission a t  Ichamhajong, to endure a continuance of these insults; we 
had accordingly been compelled to sanction their  advancing further, and 
they would no dolibt start a t  once. The Russian Government would 
in all probability receive reports of their departure. Such reports, 
j~i~rticularl!. if they were to reach St. Petersbi~rgh in an esag- 
qerated form, might,, 1 hat1 thollght, give rise to false impressions, 
v i i h ~ h  a t  the present inornent ~vould have a sp~ciall!~   in fortunate 
effect. I had, therefore, wishecl t.hat His  Excellency shoilld be 
abie to espiain that the mcasiil~es we were taking did not denote any 
intention on our pa r t  to occ~ipy or annex territory, but simplv our deter- 
mination to obtain satisfaction for the out,rageous treatment which we had 
received; treatment which ohvioi~sly no Government co~ilcl afford t o  tolerate. 
Count Benckendorff has to-tlav informed me that having seen in the 
newspapers  statement.^ respecting the  proposed advance of the Mission, 
he intends to  telegraph to St. Petershiirgh my statement as  to the intentions 
~f His Maje ty ' s  Government. 



No. 137. 

From Colonel F. E. Youn husband, C.I.E., Darjeeling, to the Secretary 
to the Government of India,  Foreign Department, dated the 14th 
November, 1903. (Receiaerl at I n d i a  O f i c ~ ,  7th December, 1903.j 

(Telegraphic.) 

I have received a letter frorn Amban, in reply to  mine demanding 
release of Lachung men. Though i ts  foi-m is politer than his recent letters, 
and he expresses regret at my being delayed at Khamba Jong  so long, 
i t  is  entirely evasive, merely stating tha t  the men will be handed over as  
soon as the Tibetans have given them u p ;  tha t  he will proceed to Khamba 
Jong as  soon as the Tibetans have appointed a Councillor; and tha t  he 
hopes for beneficial results from the arrival of the new Amban. 

No. 138. 
E'ronz Sir E. S a t o x  to the i1darque.s~ qf /,nnsdow~ze, dated PeX-in,/ 

tlrc lGth A70~lcntbrr, 1303. 

(Telegraphic.) 

On the sanle day that I received Your Lordship's telegranl of 
the 10th instant, I received a message from Prince Ching to  the eRect tha t  
he had been informed by the Chinese Minister in London by telegram 
tha t  i t  had been announced that  troops \Irere to be sent into Tibet, and 
tha t  Your Lordship had confirmed the infonnation. H e  desired me to  ask 
Your Lordship to stop then]. Reuter had telegraphed on November 5 tha t  
Colonel MacDonald was about to advance into Tibet in command of a large 
force. I said I had no oficial information on the subject, and when I had I 
would let him know. I have to-day received the telegrams from the Indian 
Government of October 26th and Noveiuber 4th. It seems premature to act 
on the last paragraph of Your Lordship's telegram, as advance cannot begin 
till the end of this month. 

No. 139. 

P'ron~ the .Nnrqucss of Lanscio7~11c to Sir 15. Satorl;, tr'utcd (he 16tlt 
A V o ~ v ~ ~ t / ~ ( , ~ * ,  190;3, 

(Telegraphic.) 
Tibet. Your telegram of to-cl:l!.. C'hinese Govel*nment have sent 

a telegram to the Chinese Minister, which he has communicated to me, 
stating that  they have instructetl the Res~dent a t  Lhasa to enjoin on the 
Tibetan Gavel-nmmt the al)se~*vitncc of n more correct attitude towards the 
British Commissioners, ant1 espreqsing the hope that His Majesty's Gove1.11- 
ment will counte~mnnd the advance of Colonel youngllusbancl, and dii*ect 
him to await the arrival of the new Ambnn, who has been instructed to 
proceed to hir post as quickly as possible, to negotiate the settlemellt of 
all pending questions. 

~Chinese Minister has been informed, in reply, that  His Majesty's 
Government have learnt by exl)erience that the Tibetans systematically 
disregard the injunctions of the Emperor and the Chinese Government, 
who have no real influence in restraining them from acts such as those of 
which His  Majesty's Govcrnment complain. 



W e  have treated the Tibetans with the utmost forbearance, but  their 
recent proceedings compel us t o  exact satisfaction, and  we cannot remain 
inactive until t h e  arrival of the  new Ainban, who has unnecessarily pro- 
tracted his journey. 

Chinese Minister has also been informed tha t  I could not undertake 
t o  suggest any further cleln!l, a false impression having already been created 
by our ~nact ion .  

I request tha t  j:ou ~v i l l  hold language of a similar import t o  t he  Chinese 
Govelmn~ent. 

No. 140. 

Letter f r o n ~  C. A .  Bell, Esq., Oflciating Deputy Comn~issioner of Dar- 
jeeling, to the Chief h'ct:,retccry to the Government ocf Bengal, 
dated Darjeeling, the 17th November, 1903. (Received at I n d i a  Ofice, 
21st December, 1903.) 

(Extract.) 

Al l  t rade  from Tibet continues t'o be stopped. Wool from Gnathong 
on this side of the Je l ap  I'ass is colning down in  small quantities. It 
appears  f ~ o r n  inlol.~natlon received from the Colonel of Ilanl District i n  
Nepal tha t  the ' I ' i~~etans  have ,lopl)ed all t rade  with Nepal through the 
passes between Tibet and Eastern Nepal. The export of salt being stopped 
has rendered salt scarce in  Easteln Nepal, and the export of sheep being 
sto1)pecl 1: ill render it n1ol.e difficult to  obtain sheep for the Tibet Frontier 
Com~nission 'I'llis sto1,page of t rade has becn in  force since the Nepal 
Government tried to s e i~d  yaks fro111 Xepal t o  Kampa-Dzong. The fac t  
tha t  the t rade  has been stopped i n  this way is confirmed by a telegram 
received from the Resident in  Nepal. 

No. 141. 

Ue.sz)uc(~h . / ' r o ~ ~  /Ire .Ilat.qt~ess c<f L u n s t l o w n ~  to M r .  o Y ~ r i ~ ~ ! l -  J:icc, /fated 
~ h o  17th X)z-err/ber, 1903. 

(Extract.) 

The  Russian Ambassador paid me a visit to-day, and a t  once spoke in 
earnest terms of the  effect whicli had been created in Russia by the 
announcement t ha t  Major  Younghusband's force was about to advance into 
Tibet.  H e  was instructed to remind me of the statement which he had 
made to  me on the 8th Apri l  a s  t o  the manner in which the  Russian Govern- 
ment regarded the Tibetan question. They coilld not, help feeling that  
the invasion of Tibetan terntory by a British force was calculated to 
involve a grave disturbance of the Central Asian situation, and 
it was most unfortunate that., a t  the present moment, when the Russian 
Government were, as  I was aware, disposed to  enter into a n  amicable 
discussion of our relations at the various points where British and 
Russian interests were in contact, a n  event of this  kind, so calculated 
to create mistrust on the part of Russia, should have occurred. 
Count Benckendorff wished me, however, t o  understand tha t  the despatch 
wliich he had received had crossed, .and was, t.herefore, not a n  answer to 
t h e  telegram in which he had communicated the  statement which I had 
made to him on the 7th instant as  to tlie position of affairs in Tibet, and 
the steps which Hi s  Majesty's Government had determined to  take.-  I 



expressed my great surprise a t  the excitement which the annouilcement 
seemed to have created. I had, I said, already pointed out to His Excel- 
lency that  Tibet was, on the one hand, in cioae geographical connection 
with India, and, on the other, far remote from any of Russ~a's Asiatic posses- 
sions. Our interest in Tibetan affairs was therefore wholly different from 
any which Russia could have in them. I reminded Count Benckendorff 
that  I had already explained to him that  we had received the greatest pro- 
vocation a t  the hands of the Tibetans, who had not only failed to fulfil 
their Treaty obligations but had virtually refused to negotiate with us. 
They had even gone the length of returning the letters which we had ad- 
dressed to the authorities a t  Lhasa, and ruore lately they had seized and, 
as we believed, barbarously put to death two British subjects, and had also 
carried off the transport animals which had been pltovided for the use of the 
Commission. We had always been reluctant to entangle ourselves in 
quarrels with the Tibetans, but our forbearance had, I was afraid, led 
then1 to believe that  we could be ill-treated with impunity. I was firmly 
convinced that  the Russian Government would not have shown as much 
patience as we had, and that they would have been a t  Lhasa by this time. 
I felt bound to  add that  it seemed to me beyond measure strange that  these 
protests should be made by the Government of a Power which had, a11 over 
the \I-orld, never hesitated to encroach upon its neighbours when the cir- 
cumstances seemed to require it. If the Russian Goverilinent had a right 
to complain of us for taking steps in order to obtain reparation from the 
Tibetans by advancing into Tibetan territory, what kind of language 
should we not be entitled to use in regard to Russian encroachments In 
Manchuria, Turkestan, and Persia. Count Bencltendorff asked me 
whether 1 had any objection to his saying that  we had approved of the 
advance into Tibetan territory with reluctance, and only because circum- 
stances had made it inevitable, and that our sole object was to obtain 
satisfaction for the affronts which we had received from the Tibetans. I 
said that I had no objection to  his making such a statement. 

No. 142, 

(Telegraphic.) 

Tibet. The Chinese Government are instructing the Resident a t  
Lhasa by telegraph via India to proceed a t  once to meet Colonel Young- 
husband and arrange matters. The communication innde to the Chinese 
Minister, and recorded in Your Lordship's telegram of the lGth instant, 
seems to have awakened the Chinese Government out of their apathy. 

No. 143. 

I did not fail to a t  once acquaint the Wai-wu P u  of the reply which 
Your Lordship was so good as to instruct the Under-Secretary of State to 
make to their request that the advance of Colonel Younghusband's Mission 
to Tibet should be countermanded pending the arrival of the new ,4mban 
of Lhasa. 



By a telegram dated Peking, 18th November, I am directed to inform 
Your Lordship that, in view of that refractory spirit manifested by the 
Tibetans, the Wai-wu P u  have again and again telegraphed the new 
Amban to  hasten on by forced marches to his-post a t  Lhasa, and exact 
obedience from the Government of Tibet to the Imperial commands t o  
forthwith resume negotiations with the British Con~missioners. 

As regards the two natives of Sikltinl who were alleged to have been 
murdered by the Tibetans, I am directed to say that  in a telegram, dated 
11th October, that has been received from the Amban Yii, who is now at 
Lhasa, mention is made of the arrest and detention of the two men, but 
nothing is said of their having been put t o  death, neither has any inform a t '  ion 
to that effect ever reached the ears of the Wai-wu P u .  

The U'ai-v-u P u  recognize t.he for'bearance shown by the British 
authorities towards the Tibetans, also the friendly spirit brought by the 
British Comn~issioners to the discussion of frontier questions; and they 
expres  the hope that, in consideration of the amicable relations existing 
between the two countries, His Majesty's Government may yet see their 
way to accede to their request to stay the further advance of Colonel Young- 
hushand's Mission into Tibetan territory, and order it to  await the arrival 
of the new- \-Amban a t  Lhasa. 

No. 144. 

Letter fro?n C. A .  Rcll, Esq.,  Z.C.S., Off~ciating Depzity C'o?r~rnissioner of 
Darjeeling, to the Chief Secretary to t h ~  Govern,nent of Bengal, 
dated Darjeeling, the 237-d Novew~ber*, 1903. (Receivecl a t  India 
Office, 21st Decemb~r, 1903.) 

(Extract.) 

The trade through Yatung continues to be stopped by the Tibetan 
Government. During October last only 1,633 maunds passed through 
Yatung ah against ahout 3,500 mailnds, the average of the last nine years, 
since the opening of the Cllstom House. This supports the information 
which I had already I-eceived to the eflect that Yatling was closed to trade 
from about the 17th Octoher. Some ten or twelve traders from Rin-Chen- 
Gong have, how-ever, received the permission, after much discussion, from 
the Tibetan official at Yatung, the Kyi-Pu Chikyap, to bring to Kalimpong 
the \\-ool which they had previously stored a t  Gnathong. This wool they 
are now takins do~vn to Kalimpong. The Rhenock traders hacl promised 
me when selling their mules to the Transport Department two or three weeks 
ago that they would try and bring in for sale some mules from Bhutan 
and the Churnbi valley. They have s~lcceederl in 111.inging ahont forty, 
wliich will 1)e in Kalirnpong for the mela, w11c1-e Major P1,essey is coming 
to buy for the Transl~ort  Department. The Rin-Chen-Gong traders are 
anxiolis for a good excuse for selling or hiring out their mules to the 
Transport Department, as their mules, which are their chief source of 
income, are standing idle at present and are a dead loss to them. They 
find i t  easier to send the mules for sale viri Bhutan, the frontier of which 
is close to Rin-Clien-Gong. 



No. 145. 

I have the honour to  acknowledge the receipt of jour note of the 19th 
instant, stating that  instructiolls have again and again been telegraphed 
t o  the  new Amban to hasten to Lhasa,  and exact obedience from the 
Tibetan Government to the command tha t  they should forthwith resume 
negotiations with the British Commissioners. 

You also inform me t h a t  the  Wai-wu P u  have expressed the hope tha t  
13is Majesty's Government may xet see their way to stay the further advance 
of Colonel Younghusband's Mission in to  Tibetan territory, and order it 
t o  awai t  the  Amban's arrival.  

These intinlatioils do not appear to call for any addition to the obser- 
vations contained in the comlnullicatioll already made to j.ou on the 14th 
instant, and referred to  in your note. 

It is impossible that  His  Majesty's Government should consent to post- 
pone the measures which the conduct of the  Tibetans has constrained them 
t o  adopt, pending the arr ival  of the  Amhan, which will take place a t  an  
uncertain, but, in any case, reinote date. Nor is there any reason to anti- 
cipate that  his appearance on the  scene will produce more effect on the  
Tlbetan Government authorities t han  the  previous efforts of the Chinese 
Governnlent t o  influence their action. 

With regard, however, t o  the statement tha t  mention is made in a 
telegram from Amban Yii of the arrest and  detention of the two Silrkiln 
men, but  that  nothing is said b!- him of their having been put  to death, I 
may point out, that  the lnlnletliate surrender of these nlen to the British 
authorities will be the best evidence that  they have not, as is con~monly sup- 
posed, been put to death by the  Tibetans. 

No. 146. 

Referring to illy note of the 19th instant, I have the  honour to inform 
Your Lordshlp that I have received another telegram from the Wai-wu P u ,  
dated Peking, 20th November, stating tha t  the new Amban had arrived a t  
Ta-Chien-loo, and was hastening on to his post a t  Lhasa a t  the accelerated 
speed a t  whlcli he had been instructed to travel. 

As, however, a considerable time ~ n n s t  necessarily elapse before he  can 
reach his destination, and the case is urgent,  the present Sniban,  acconi- 
panietl by Tibetan oficials of rank ancl inflr~ence, has, meanwhile, been 
instrlrcted to proceed in  perso~l  t o  Western Tibet, and, without wait ing 
for  the  arrival of his successor, there re-open negotiations with the British 
Commissioners for lhe pro~lil)t settlenlent of all the questions-relating to 
Tibet now awaiting solution. 

Thc Wni-tvn 1'11 11ol)e that,  recognizing the difficult 1)osition in which 
China has been >laced b j  her obstinate and ignorant vassal, His  Majesty's 
Government wid he pleased to enjoin 011 the Britisli Coli~~llissioners thc  
exercise of paticnce ancl forbearance, and thus assist the  Anihan in  bringing 
the l'ibctnns t o  a jrlster sense of the clrlties and responsibilities a s  good 
neigh bonrs. 



No. 147. 

From t11c I7icero?/ to the rCecretary of lCtate J~ltJia, dated the 24th 
ATo~~emhcr, 1303. 

(Telegraphic.) 

The following telegram, dated 23rd November, has been received from 
2olonel Younghusband :- 

"IVilton has receivcd two requests from Coloilel Chao, acting on 
behalf of the Tibetans, with which he has refused to comply. These were 
that  the British troops at Ling-tu near Gnatong should be withdrawn, and 
that the establishment of a Chino-Tibetan post at Giaogong should not be 
opposed." 

No. 148. 

Mote fro112 the Marquess of Lansdowne to C'hang Ta-jin, dated 
the 28th Noventbe~s, 1903. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
23rd instant, in  which you inform me that, while the new Amban has  
arrived at, Tn-Chien-Loo, and is proceeding t.o his post a t  Lhasa, the 

resent Amban, accompanied by Tibetan officials of rank and influence, 
[as been instructed to proceed t.o Western Tibet, and there reopen nego- 
tiations with the British Commissioners. 

You also state tha t  Wai-wu P u  have expressed the hope that, recog- 
nizing the difficult position in which China has been placed, His  Majesty's 
Government will enjoin on t.he British Commissioners the exercise of 
patience and forbearance, and thus assist the Amhall in his task. 

His  Majesty's Government trust  that  the Amban may be successful 
in bringing the Tibetans to a juster sense of their duties and responsi- 
bilities as good neighbours. 

I would, however, point out that  the Chinese authorities have hitherto 
.?ignally failed in such attempts, and that  the attitude of the Tibetan 
ant.horit,ies has of late been one of increased hostility. Meanwhile, i t  is 
impossible that  His Majesty's Government shoilld desist from the measures 
alrmdv sanctioned. 

No. 149. 

Letter fr-om ('olonel F .  E. Younghusband, C.I .E . ,  British C'o~t~lr~issione~-, 
Tibet ('omn~ission, to the Secretary to the Gove~m~t~ent of India, in the 
Foreign Department, dated Darjeeling, the 30th November, 1903. 
(Received a t  India Ofice, 21st December, 1903.) 

I have t.he honour to forward. for the infor~nation of the Government 
of India, the translation of a letter, dated October 25t11, from the Chinese 
Resident a t  Lhasa to my address. 



Enclosure in No. 119. 

Letter f ~ o m  th:e Chinese Amban to Colondl Younghusband " Tajen," 
dated the 25th October, 1903. 

It is my regret that  I have not as yet met and conversed with you. 

The Viceroy of India  in his despatch to me hoped that, in view of our 
mutual friendly feelings, I would visit you, and he also requested me 
to have a Tibetan Councillor of State deputed. I have requested the 
Tibetans to send a Councillor of State, but they are an obstinate lot and 
have not yet decided to send one. I am afraid that  i t  would be no use 
if I were to come alone without a Councillor of State. I am therefore 
now endeavouring to induce them to depute a Councillor of State. 

I t  grieves me sorely that you should have had to remain so long a t  
Khamba Jong. 

His  Excellency Yu should arrive a t  his post before the end of January 
and, if I am unable to come soon, the question will be favourably discussed 
on his arrival. 

I do hope that  you will not be impatient in t,his ma.tter. 

I have received your despatch regarding the seizure and imprisonment 
of those men. I have represented the matter to the Tibetans, but they 
have not given up the men, so I cannot reply to your despatch. I am afraid 
you may be annoyed. 

No. 150. 

Letter from Colonel F .  E .  Young?~usband, C.I.E., British Commissioner, 
Tibet Frontier Commission, to the Secretary to the (;ovcrnrnent of 
India, in .the Foreign Departn~cnt, dated Darjeeling, the 30th 
November, 1903. (Received a t  India Ofice, 21st December, 1903.) 

Captain P a r r  called on me on the 28th instant, and in the course of 
convcrsation said that  the Tibetans were expecting that  before any advance 
was made into their country the British Government would make a formal 
declaration of their intentions. I told him that no other declaration would 
be made than that already made by the Viceroy to the Amban in His  Excel- 
lency's letter of November 8th. I n  this letter i t  was stated that the Mission 
would advance to a more suitable place for negotiations, and that, as the 
Amban had said that the passes were guarded by Tibetan soldiers, measures 
were being taken to protect the Mission drlring the movement and to safe- 
guard its co~~lrr~lillications with India. I f  tlie nrogress of the Mission was 
obstructed, General Macdonald ~vol~ld ,  of course, use force to clear a way 
for the passage of the Mission. I f  on the other hand no opposition was 
offered to tlie progress of the Mission, General Macdonald would not attack 
the Tibetans. We were prepared to fight if fighting were forced upon us. 
We were equally ready to negotiate if the Chinese and Tibetans would send 
proper delegates to negotiate with us. 

2. Captain Pa.rr said that the present Amban would probably reach 
either Ichamba Jong or Chumbi in three weeks' time. I told him that  the 
presence of the Amban alone, without fully-en~j~owered Tibetan delegates, 
would be of little use; and in any case I would not be able to negotiate 
with him either a t  Khamba Jong or in Chumbi, as experience had convinced 
11s t,hat no negotiations would he of avail unless conducted a t  some centre 
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well inside Tibet. I f ,  however, the Amban could persuade the Tibetans 
of the folly of opposing the progress of the Mission and the advisability 
of commencing negotiations without delay, he would be acting in their 
best interests. 

3. All accounts seem to show that the Tibetans are determined to 
fight. But  I will still do what I can to secure the arrival of the Mission a t  
Gyantse without serious opposition. 

No. 151. 

From Sir  E.  Satotr: to the iMarqzless of Lnnsdo?une, dated the 
1st D~cem~ber,  1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

His  Majesty's Consul a t  Chengtu telegraphs that  Chinese Resident 
for Tibet left Tachien-ln for his post on the 27th ultimo. 

No. 152. 

From the S e c r ~ t a r y  of State for India to the Viceroy, dated 
the 3rd December. 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Lord Lansdowne, on the 28th November, informed the Chinese 
Minister that  His Majesty's Government were unable to desist from the 
measures to which sanction had already been given. This was stated in 
reply to a communication from the Chinese Minister to the effect that  the 
Amban had been instructed not to await the arrival of his successor, but 
to proceed in person, acco~npanied by Tibetan officials of influence and 
rank, and re-open negotiations with the British Commissioners. 

No. 153. 

From the Viceroy to the Secrctnry of State for India, dated 
thr 6 th  December. 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 
The Tibetan General a t  Yatung is re1)orted by Colonel Younghusband 

to have asked to be given a pledge that  if the Tibetans make no attack 
upon us, no attack will he made hy us on them. To this Colonel Young- 
husband has replied that  we are cond~~ct ing the Mission, under adequate 
protection, to a place better fitted for negotiations, that  we are not a t  war 
with Tibet, and that, unless we are ourselves attacked, we shall not attack 
the Tibetans. 



No. 154. 
From the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for Zndia, dated 

the 10th December, 1903. 
(Telegraphic.) 

A telegram, dated 7th December, has been received from Colonel 
Younghusband reporting that  he has been informed by Mr. H o  that  Major 
Li  is being sent by the Amban with a letter in reply to  mine of the 8th 
November, but that the Amban is unable to come in person because a 
Colincillor has not been appointed by the Tibetans. 

No. 155. 
Front the Foreign Secretary, Vice7.oy1s Camp, Alwar, to the Chief Secretary 

to the Government of Bengal, and Colonel F. E. Younghusband, C.Z.E., 
dated the 10th December, 1903. (Received a t  Zndia Oflice, 4th 
January, 1904.) 

In view of fact that  Mission is about to advance into Tibet, and that  
i ts  character and scope have been expanded by necessity of the case, i t  
seems desirable to  place personnel of the Commission on new footing; 
Viceroy has, therefore, decided to invest Colonel Younghusband with 
superior power and with the title of British Commissioner for Tibet 
Frontier Matters; remaining officers-namely, Messrs. White, Wilton, and 
Walsh-will be styled Assistants to the Commissioner, and Captain 
O'Connor will he Secretary to the Commissioner. 

No. 156. 
Letter from Colonel 17. E. Younghusband, C.Z.E., British Commissioner, 

Tibet Frontier Conzmission, to the Secretary to the Government of 
India, in the Foreign Department, dated C'amp, Gnatong, the 10th 
December, 1903. (Received a t  India Ofice, 11th January, 1004.) 

I have the honour to forward, for the information of the Government 
of India, the translation of a letter I have received from Mr. Ho. 

2. I do not propose making any reply to it. 

Enclosure in No. 156. 

Letter ftnom Prefect Ho to C'olonel F .  E. Younghusband, C.Z.E., British 
Conlmission~r, Tibct Frontirt. ('omn~ission, dated Lhasa, the 24th 
Novrm bcr, 1903. 

I t  is a long time since we last met. On 21st October, His  Excellency 
Yii, the Amban, replied to yo11 in a letter, the gist of which was that  he 
was endeavoliring to 1)ersnade the Tibetans to make arrangements speedily. 

On 23rd November, His Excellency reoeived a despatch from the 
Viceroy of India, dated 8t1h November. His Excellency the Viceroy there 
s t a t 4  that Ma.jor Chao's rank was too low, that  i t  appeared that  the 
Tibetan Collncillor of State and the Amban would be unable to arrive [at 
Khambs Jong] within a reasonal~le time, that  Colonel Younghusband and 
his s t ~ f f  could not remain on at lihamba Jong, and that some other spot 
would be selected for discussion. 
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I have now been instructed by the Amban to write and inform you that 
His Excellency has been trying to persuade the Lhasa oficials to send 
deputies, but their temperament is dilatory, and on this account the Amban 
has been unable to come [to visit you at Khamba Jong]. Also, the Amban 
is afraid you have been long a t  Khamba Jong. H e  is now sending Colonel 
L i  F11 Liu, who is of the rank of Major, to  proceed there and bring pressure 
ta hear upon the Tibetan delegates with a view to discussion. Major L i  is 
of the same rank as [Colonel] Chao, previously appointed, being of the 3rd 
rank and holding a. button of the 2nd rank. Major Li  is of no low rank, 
and has been transacting official business in Tibet for several years. He is 
well versed in Tibetan affairs, and, on arrival, will surely be able to make 
the Tibetan delegates discuss matters. I trust you will not change your 
quarters. Major Li  is the bearer of a despatch from the Amban. 

I n  selecting officials in Tibet, it is a necessary qualification that  the 
men chosen be of worth and ability. The number of Chinese officials to 
draw upon in Tibet is comparatively small and not the same as in the 
provinces in China. The Viceroy is requested not to mind, should the 
rank of the officials belonging to our respective countries be unequal. 

On my return to Lhasa I was sick, but am now well again. I have the 
honour to direct correspondence relating to the frontier question of which 
I am still in charge as formerly. 

No. 157. 

From the Vzceroy to the Secreta~y of State for India, dated 
13th December, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Colonel Younghusband telegraphs, 11th December, as follows :- 

" Difficulties in the matter of transport have been very serious. Force 
left for foot of pass to-day. To-morrow I join i t  and cross pass with it.  
There are no signs of serious opposition. Walsh is here and in two or 
three days Wilton will join me. Kharnbajong party were to leave that  
place to-day." 

No. 158. 

lf'ronl the Vic,c,ro,y to thc 19rcr t t~r ,y  of' Statr / o r  lntl'l'u, tlutrd 
i 3th l )~c .on~l ,c  r ,  19C'Y. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Colonel Younghusband, in telegram, dated 9th December, reports a> 
follows: Information that the Tibetans are relying on Russia11 support, ancl 
that  Russian arms have entered Tibet, has now been received from seve~al 
independent sources. I t  may be assumed as certain that Dorjieff, who two 
or three years ago went on a mission to the Czar from the Dalai Lama, is a t  
present at Lhasa ; that a promise of Russian support has been given by him 
to the Tibetans; and that the Tibetans believe that this promised support 
will be given to them. 



No. 159. 
lflrom the Ficeroy l o  tlre Set-retary of' State ,for Indk,  tLite(/ thp 15th 

l)ec.ember, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Colonel Ysunghusband's Mission reaohed Rinchingong on the 13th 
December, with escort, having crossed the Je lap La. No opposition was 
encountered. A t  Yatung the gate was left open; the meeting of the British 
Commission with the  Tibetan and Chinese ,officials was friendly, alt'hough 
they requested him not to  pass through the gate. They gave Colonel 
Younghusband dinner subsequently. 

No. 160. 
From the Viceroy to the Secretary qf State j i ~ r  ltz(/ia, tltited the 20th 

Decentber, 1903. 

(Telegraphic.) 
Tibet. The following telegram, dated Chumbi, 17th December, has 

been received from Colonel Younghusband : - 
" Two good and independent sources have furnished me with informa- 

tion to the  effect tha t  a member of the Dalai Lama's Council has been 
imprisoned by the National Assembly, acting probably under orders from 
the Dalai Lama himself, on the ground, i t  is alleged, that  the C'ouncillor had 
no right ti report that  the situation was serious. Resistance may be 
expected a t  Phari  a s  the war party is now in the ascendant. Colonel Mac 
Donald, wllo arrived a t  Phari  about the 20th December, intends, after posts 
have been established there, to return to Chumbi. I purpose remaining 
here pending the completion of our preparations for the final advance from 
Kalatso to Gyantse. I t  may be six weeks before this takes place. It will 
probably be the middle of February before the new Anlban arrives a t  
Gyantse." 

No. 161. 

Note from Chang Ta-j&n to the Marquess of Lansdowne, duted Chinese 
Legation, London, the 22nd December, 1903. (Received Decr>nlher 23.) 

I am desired by the Wai-wu P u  to acquaint You]. Lordship that  a 
telegram has been received from the Chinese Resident a t  Lhasa, stating 
that the two natives of Sikkim who were reported to have been pu t  to 
death by the Tibetans are'alive and well, but still under detention a t  a place 
named Shanng Shang, and that  instructions have been giver] for their 
immediate liberation. 

A Tibetan official of the name of ICo-Pa-lung has been nominated by 
the Amban to act  as Tibetan Commissioner; and as soon as his appoint- 
ment shall have been sanctioned by the Ta-lai Lama, the Amban in person, 
acconlpanied hy h im,  will lose no time in proceeding to  Ya-tung, there to 
meet3, and negotiate with, the British Commissioner, a settlement of a11 
pending issues. 

TJnder these circumstances, the Wai-wn P u  hope that, i t  will not be 
considered necessary for the British forces to proceed further into Thibet. 



No. 162. 

Prom the Viceroy to thc St:c.cretur!/ qf' h'tate f i r  IutJia, ilcited 23rd 
Uccember, 190;-i. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Younghusband telegraphs from Chumbi, under date 18th Decem- 
ber, that t l ~ e  PIlari Jongpen had visited him on that  day, and stated that  
there were few troops a t  that place. Younghlisband advised him not to 
resist our advance, as we were quite strong enough to force our way; and 
told him that we should look to him for supplies. H e  said that  we would 
not Ile resisted and that  supplies would be forthcoming. MacDonald on 
the sarlle day found people a t  Lengmathong willing to supply as much grass 
as he required, and the inhabitants of the Valley are bringing in all the 
supplies they can, as well as sixty rnnles which, on the same day, were offered 
for sale. 

No. 163. 

Fro,m t l ~ c  Viceroy to the Secretary of State f o r  India, dated the 
21th Decembsr, 1903. 

Following telegram, dated 2Znd December, from Younghusband :- 

" Macdonald has reached Phar i  without opposition, and has recon- 
noitred up to the Tangla Pass and found i t  unoccupied. During the week 
we have been in Chumbi the inhabitants have sold us 800 maunds grass, 
56 maunds turnips, 5 maunds potatoes, 7 maunds buckwheat, and 100 
mules. Walsh and Bretherton have, in addition, arranged for 400 mules 
to ply on contract system between here and Rowatang, on the Rungpo." 

No. 164. 
F?*onl the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India, dated 

the 25th December, 1903. 
(Telegraphic.) 

Tibet. General: Macdonald telegraphs from Phari, dated 23rd 
instant, that  he arrived there on the 22nd; all well. There were no 
Tibetan troops in the place, and the jong,  or fort, was only occupied by a 
few local officials, including the Depon. He  hacl garrisoned the fort with 
150 Gurkhas and one 7-pounder gun, and intended to leave them there with 
rations for 10 clays. The inl~nhitants of the town of Phari are between 
2.000 and 3,000 in nun~ber,, and are flaien(lly; there is also a considerable 
amount of forage and supplies. H e  had reconnoitered the Tang-la and 
the country beyond it up  to a distance of 12 iniles from Phari ,  and had 
found no hostile force. The Depon a.nd local oficials are staying in the 
fort, thus making a joint occ~~pation with the troops. He  proposed to 
ret.urn to newr Chnrnbi on t.he morning of the 24th with the rest of his 
column and to arrive there the sarne day. The troops are hearing well 
the high elevation and the cold. The thermometer registered 414 degrees 
of frost on the night of the 22nd. 



No. 165. 

F r o m  the Viceroy to the Secretary  of S t a t e  for I n d i a ,  dated the 31st  Decsmber, 
1903. 

Colonel Younghusband telegraphs from Chumbi, 26th December, as 
follows :- 

"Captain Parr  and Colonel Chao have been informed by the Amban 
that  he intends to leave Lhasa to-day, and that  he expects to reach Phari  
in three weeks' time. Yesterday, I received a visit from Colonel Chao, who 
requested me not to proceed beyond Phari ; in reply,, I have informed him 
that  I had to move towards Lhasa and conduct negotiations in Tibet proper 
in order that  the Tibetans might be impressed and their obstinacy overcome. 
I have requested General Macdonald t o  make arrangementz for the Mission, 
with a sufficient escort, to  leave Phari  a fortnight hence, and move towards 
Kalatlso. General Macdonald has agreed to make the necesbary arrange- 
ments. Before the final advance to Gyantse can be made i t  may, perhaps, 
be necessary for us to remain for some weeks a t  Kalatso. 

I replied to Colonel Younghusband, on the 31st:- 

"Government approve your proposed move to Kalatso. You will, of 
course, take steps to ensure, in regard to the march across the Tang-la and 
in the selection of a suitable locality for the halt which you propose to make 
on the fa r  side of the pass, that  all necessary precautions are taken." 

No. 166. 
Front t k ~  Viceroy to  ~ A P  Socretnry of S t a t e  f o r  I n d i a ,  da ted  2nd January, 

1904. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Colonel Younghusband telegraphs, on the 29th December, as follows :- 

' I  I n  the course of informal conversation to-day, Colonel Chao stated that  
Dorjieff is a t  present in Lhasa. I-Ie also said that  the arrogance of the 
Tibetans was due to their reliance on the support of the Russians, since 
many discussions have been held in Russia between Dorjieff and Russian 
officials with the result that  of late the Tibetans have been taunting the 
Chinese openly and saying that they have now a stronger and greater Power 
than China upon which to rely for assistance." 

No. 167. 
Ftnom the F'iceroy to the  Secretary  of S t a t e  for I n d i a ,  dated 

3rd January ,  1904. 
(Telegraphic.) 

The followring telegra111, dated New Chumbi, the 30th December, has 
been received f t-onl General MacDonald : - 

" I ain rnaliing a] r;lngcmcnts for the advance of the Mission 17 miles 
beyond Phari  to 'I'lll~nn. The Mission, accompanied by a flying column, 
will leave here on 4th January and on the 8th will arrive a t  Thuna, at '  
which place i t  will remain with an escort co~nposed of four companies of 
the 23rd Pioneers, the 8th Gnrkhas, the Rritish Machine Gun Section, one 



seven-pounder gun, and Medical, Supply, and Sapper detachments. After 
the Mission has been established a t  Thuna, I shall return to Phar i  and, if 
necessary, to Ch~lmhi, taking with me the remainder of the troops forming 
the flying column, to allow of the collection a t  Phar i  of supplies sufficient 
for a further advance. The weather is still fine. Reports from Phar i  
state that  all is well there and mention the arrival of a few Lamas and 
Chinese officials from Lhasa. Major Ray, who joined on the 29th 
December. has been appointed officiating Deputy ~ s s i s t a n t  Quartermaster- 
General to the force. 

No. 168. 
Frona the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India,  dated 4th January, 

1904. 

(Telegraphic.) 

I have received a telegram from Colonel Younghusband in which he 
reports his plans. As a t  present advised, he intends to leave Chumbi on 
the 4th January, and to  proceed beyond Tungla to  Thuna, where he expects 
to  arrive on the 8th January.  A halt for one week will be made a t  Thuna; 
the Mission will then advance to Kalatso and remain there for some three 
weeks. I t  is expected that  by the middle of February Gyantse will be 
reached. 

No. 169. 
From t h ~  Vicrroy to  the Secretary qf Atate jor India,  dated 11th January,  1904. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Coloiiel Younghn~band telegraphs from Phari on the 8th January as 
follows : - 

" I arrived here on the 6th January. The attitude of three high Lhasa 
mcmliq is mo-t unfriendly. They refuse to come and see us and prevent the 
people, who are friendly, from selling things. The Chinese officials are also 
professedl! friendly I t  is reported that the Amban is experiencing difficulty 
in obtaining transport from the Tibetans and is being detained in conse- 
quence. No snow has fallen, in the day time it is warm, the sun shining 
brightly. At night the temperature is '1O below zero. 

No. 170. 

l r o m  the  l i ' c r ~  oy t11 thi, ,Cecrotnr,~/ I! / '  ,(;t/lte for Jndia, dated 12th .J/ln~rnr;y, 1904. 

(Telegraphic.) 

From telegraphic information which I have received, it appears that 
the Tibet Mission left Phari on the 7th instant, accompanied hy the escort, 
c~.ossecl 1'nngla Pass, and on the 8th arrived at Thuna, which is situated 
17 miles f1.0111 Phari. On the same day three Lhasa lamas, who had been 
a t  Phari, left that place, together with the local Depon. As this official was 
tnlriilg his clepnrture, a slight fracas occurred, some stones-one of which 
injiired Lieutenant Grant, of the 8th Ghurkas-being thrown. The injilred 



officer, however, is doing well. In  a report fro111 Colonel Younghusband, 
dated Thuna, the 10th January, i t  is stated that the mounted infantry have 
located a camp of 2,000 Tibetans a t  a spot 10 miles to the north-west of 
Thuna. Colonel Younghusband says he will make every effort to bring 
about a settlement by peaceful means, but he sees no chance of a settlement 
being effected until t,he power of the monks at Lhasa is broken, so complete 
is the reliance of the  Tibetans on the support of Russia and so hostile is their 
whole attitude. 

No. 171. 

From the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India, dated 14th January, 1904. 

(Telegraphic.) 

A report received fro111 General Macdonald, dated Phari, the l l t h  
January, states that he left the Mission in Thuna and returned to Phari  O l i  
the l l t h .  The Mission was occupying a strong position in a walled enclosure 
which contained a well and some houses. All the supplies available were 
left  for their use. The following troops remained a t  Thuna as escort, under 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Hogge :- 

Four companies of the 23rd Pioneers. 
One section Norfolk Regiment. 
20 Madras Sappers. 
1 machine gun. 
1 7-pounder. 
Supply and Medical detachments. 

An intimation was received from the Tibetans to the effect that  unless 
the Mission moved forward to Kalatso no hostilities were intended. Colonel 
Younghusband is remaining a t  Thuna for political reasons. No casualties 
have occurred anlong the men, although both the troops and the animals 
have found the severe cold and the strong winds trying. 

No. 172. 

From ~ I L C  Ficcroy to the Secretary of  Sttrte,for India, dated 16th January, 1904. 

(Telegraphic.) 

I have received a report from Colonel Younghusband a t  Thuna, in 
which he states that  the villagers are friendly and supplies are being 
furnished by them, althougl~ there are rulnours of opposition ahead. A 
message was received on the 12th January from the Depon alld the Lhasa 
officials requesting an interview with Colonel Younghusband. At  noon, 
which was the honl- fixed by Colonel Younghusband for the reception of the 
deputation, several hundred men appeared on the plain below the village. 
Colonel Yonnghusband, in reply to a message from the Tibetans asking him 
to meet then1 half way, said that. they were welcome a t  any time a t  his camp 
if they dcsiretl to see him. 



No. 173. 

From the Vicer0.y to the Secretary of State for India, dated 17th Jaanary, 1904. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Colonel Younghusband telegraphs, on the  13th instant, from Thuna, a s  
follows :- 

" I n  compliance with a request made by the emissaries from Lhasa tha t  
I would go out  to meet them I deputed Captain O'Connor to do  so. The  
Lhasa officials, after they had  once more urged us to  return to Yatung, 
eventually stated that  they were prepared to discuss matters here a t  Thuna. 
This constitutes a distinct improvement upon the at t i tude adopted by them 
a t  Phari,  and their general demeanour was much more cordial, according to  
Captain O'Connor's report. The camp on our flank has retired, and the 
Lhasa officials have returned to Guru,  six miles down the  valley, accompanied 
bv the whole of their following. They told Captain O'Connor that ,  if we 
advanced and they were defeated they would fall back upon another Power 
and that  things would then be bad for us. I n  the course of conversation 
with the Munshi they told him tha t  they would prevent us from advancing 
beyond our present position; thev also repudiated the Sikkim Convention 
and said tha t  they were tired of the Chinese and were quite capable of 
concluding a treaty by themselves." 

No. 174. 

From the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India, dated 20th January, 1904. 

(Telegraphic.) 

The following report, clated Thuna, the 14th January, has been received 
from Colonel Younghusband :- 

" On the-13th January  I paid an unceremonial visit to  the Tibetans a t  
Guru, six miles further down the  valley, in order tha t  by informal discussion 
I might  assure myself of their  real attitude. O'lConnor and  Sawyer accom- 
panied me. There were present a t  the interview three monks and one 
general from Lhasa, as  well as three generals and another delegate from 
Shigatse. These, since the Councillors have been deposed, are the leading 
men in Tibet,  and the). form the most representative body of Tibetans ever 
met by Europeans. The general from Lhasa acted as spoltesman, but the 
ruling influence was possessed by the monks, who clamoured loudly for the 
kvithdrawal of the Mission to Yatung, declaring tha t  for the preservation of 
their religion-by which they probably meant their priestly influence-no 
European could Le allowed by them in Tibet. These monks were low-bred 
persons, insolent, rude, and intensely hostile; the generals, on the other hand, 
were polite and well-bred. Some 600 soldiers, armed with spears and 
matchlocks (no breech-Ioaders being visible) were present-affable, grinning 
vokels of the yak-driver type. There was a complete absence of defences, 
and of military precautions of any sort, although the place was a death-trap 
where the  Tibetans could have been annihilated by a single company. It, 
seemed to me tha t  t he  generals had no nerve, and stood in greater fear of 
their own peonle than of u s ;  they did not affect t o  have any regard for the 
Amban, and had received no information as to the probable date of his 
arrival." 



No. 175. 

Prom the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India, dated 
25th January,  1904. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Colonel Younghusband telegraphs from Tbuna on the 21st January as 
follows :- 

" I received to-day a visit from the General from Lhasa. H e  stated 
that, though lie was most anxious to  effect settlement amicably, i t  was 
necessary for the Mission first to return to Yatung. I n  reply to this I said 
that  I must give him a friendly warning that  the time for talk like this had 
passed; that  the Mission, so f a r  from going back, intended to go forward; 
and that  I would ask him to urge upon his Government the advisability of 
taking a more serious view of the situation. The General replied that  
there would be trouble if the Mission went forward. and that  he himself 
was unable to make any report to his Government except from Yatung. I 
informed him that ,  though we too were anxious to effect a settlement with- 
out trouble if possible, yet that  we were not afraid of trouble. The General 
promised to  communicate with me again after he had informed the monks 
from Lhasa, who are  a t  Guru, of the tenour of my reply. It is clear that  
the Lhasa General is the representative of the moderate party;  the monks, 
however, who are irreconcilable, overweigh him. Good temper prevailed 
throughout the interview." 

No. 176. 
From the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India,  dated 

27th January, 1904. 

(Telegraphic.) 

Colonel Younghusband telegraphs, on the 23rd January, from Thuna, 
as follows :- 

" I learn from Captain Par r ,  who is of opinion that the Tibetans mean 
to make a stand a t  Kalatso, that  the Dalai Lama has informed the Amban 
that the Tibetans intend to fight, and, further, that  he does not intend t o  
give the Amban an opportunity of selling Tibet to the British. Captain 
Par r  also states that  the Amban has been prevented from proceeding to  
meet me by the Tibetans." 

No. 177. 
From the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India, dated 

28th Janz~ary,  1904. 

(Telegraphic.) 

I n  a telegram dated Chumbi, the 27th January, General Macdonald 
reports as follows :- 

" I learn from information received from Thuna that  reinforcements, 
consisting of cavalry, infantry and a few guns, have reached the Tibetans 
at Guru, who are threatening trouble if the escort and the Mission refuse 
to  withdraw. This news is corroborated by bazaar rumours from Phari. 
It is ~oss ible  that before long an attack may be made upon the Mission, 



as reports have been received that  further reinforcements, from Shigatse 
and from Lhasa, are on their way. Colonel Younghusband and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hogge, of the 23rd Pioneers, Commanding the escort a t  Thuna, 
are quite confident that  their position is secure. I am, however, holding 
niyself in  readiness to move to their support, a t  short notice, with a column 
of 1,000 men and three guns. I n  the meantime, the work of pushing on 
supplies to Phar i  and of improving the roads is proceeding. The weather 
looks more threatening and there has been slight snow on the passes." 

No. 178. 
From the Secretary of State for India to the Viceroy, dated 

30th January, 1904. 

Your telegram 28th January. Every safeguard should be employed 
to ensure security of Mission, but: Colonel Younghusband should be 
definitely instructed to observe the spirit of his statement to the Tibetan 
General, reported in your telegram of the Gth December. No hostile action 
must be taken by him unless he is attacked or finds tha t  there is actual 
danger of his comnlunications with base being cut off by Tibetans, 
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